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THE SWINE COMMISSION

The Dominion Government's action
in having decided to appoint a Com-
mission to enquire into the Bacon In-
dustry of Great Britain, Ireland and
Denmark is commendable. The suc-
cess of the commission will depend on
the character of the men of which it
is composed. It is essential, Llwrl--’
fore that the men who are appointed
shall be practical men having a full |
knowledge of all the details of breed- |
ing and feeding hogs in thiz coun-
try. They should be men of well
known ability and of the highest char-
acter so that their findings will carry
weight with Canadian farmers.

The commission should consist of at
least five men. Five are none too
many to conduct so important an en-
quiry.

Every opportunity should be given
the Commission to secure the fullest
information possible in Canada before
starting for Europe. The members
of the commission should arrange to

lished every |
of tl

hold several sittings in Canada for
the gathering of information from our

farmers and packers. They should

| visit our leading Canadian packing

plants and, also, endeavor to ascer-
tain why the co-operative plants fail-
ed.

When the commission have made
their report, every effort should be
exerted to place the information it
contains hefore the farmers of Can-
ada. This can be done by means of
bulletins, addresses at the Farmers'
Institutes, and through the agrioul-
tural press. If deemed advisable a

| campaign similar to that carried on

through the Institutes, ten or twelve
years ago, in regard to the bacon in-
dustry, and which met with such
gratifying success, might be conduct-
ed. The value of the findings of the
commission will depend upon the pub-
licity they are given.

FARM MECHANICAL EDUCATION

Since the introduction of the more
modern farm mach v, it has be-
come necessary for a farmer to have
a mechanical, as well as an agricul-
tural education. The machinery on
‘ven an average farm represents a
large amount of capital. Much of
the machinery is complicated, intri-
cate, and capable of rapid deprecia-
tion. Hence, the great need of the
operator having perfect understanding
of its mechanism.

The mechanical department of the
Ontario Agricultural College is cal
culated to supply this need. An edi-

torial representative of Farm and
Dairy who visited the Guelph
College recently, was strongly im-

pressed with the importance and the
great possibilities of this compara-
tively new departure in agricultural
education. One cannot fail to get
much of interest and of value from an
inspection of the mechanical depart-
ment at the 0. A. C., with its varied
array of modern labor saving ma-
chines.

When it is considered that the life

| of the average farm machine is far

short of what it might be, owing to
the indifferent care it receives, which
is due largely to a lack of proper un-
derstanding of the parts of such ma-
chines, the value of mechanical edu-
cation becomes apparent. A student
having been instructed in farm me-
chanics and acquainted with how farm
machines are constructed, will possess
a general knowledge of such things
that will prove of great value to him
in later life.

How necessary it is that one under-
stands the various parts of his ma-
chinery is well demonstrated by the
fact, that with much of the more
complicated machinery even the slight-
est neglect will set the whole thing
wrong. The perfeet working of a
#ood machine often depends upon a
single nut. A bolt misplaced or lost,
or allowed togo slack, may work damage
irrepairable. It is well that the Col-
lege recognizes, in such a tangible
way, the great need for mechanical
instruction. Students alone, are not
the only ones to profit by this depart-
ment. It is one’s own fault if from
a visit to this department, under

Prof. John Evans, he does not carty | the strides made in the manufactur-

away much valuable information.
MOTORS ON FARMS

For years, a horseless farm has been
the fond dream of some manufactur-
ers. It would seem as if we are ap-
proaching conditions when such will
be a reality on some farms. Profes-
sor John Evans, of the Ontario Agri-
cultural College, in u recent inter-
view with Farm and Dairy, express-
ed it as his opinion that the time was
coming when farmers will require only
one or two horses. Motors will have
taken the place of much of the horse
power now so largely used,

In many sections of the United
States the motor is being used freely.
The farmer or his wife speed to the
city in the motor with farm produce.
On their return the motor is jacked
up and it is used as a power for run-
ning the separator, pumping water,
sawing wood, and for such other work
as is required on the farm.

Such a motor, costing say $500 or
$600, would seem to be an extrava-
gant investment. Provided, however,
that the owner understands it, it can
be run very cheaply. It does not need
grooming and ,feeding as does the
horse, whether it works or not. It re-
quires attention and fuel cnly while
it is in use. The success that motors
have met with in different farm sec-
tions of the States indicates that pos-
sibly sooner than some of us expect
the conservative Canadian farmer
will come to regard an investment of
$500 or $600 for a motor as not ex-
travagant, but economy in the long
run,

FIGHT WEEDS NOwW

The next few weeks much of the
time on the farm will be occupied in
fighting weeds. To fight them suo-
cessfully we should attack them at
the weakest point. All annual and
biennial weeds start from seed. There
is no time in the life of a plant that
it can be so easily killed as when it
is springing into life. Just as it is
coming through the ground or even
before, when there is only a long white
hair like stem under the surface, is
the casiest time to destroy them by
stirring the soil. A few minutes
sunshine will kill the hardiest of them
at that time.

Hoe crops co sisting of corn and
roots are the principal cleaning erops.
As much work as possible should be
done with horses. The weedor
(Breed), scuffer harrows and oulti-
vator should be used whenever pos-
sible,

INVESTMENTS IN MACHINERY

Agricultural development has reach-
ed a stage where it has become neces-
sary for us to keep constantly on the
watch for’new things in farm mach-
inery. Labor that at one time was
plentiful, has now, owing to a multi-
plicity of causes, become scarce, high
priced and of a very indifferent qual-
ity. Thanks to improved farm mach-
inery much of the labor once abso-
lutely essential to the proper running
of a farm can now largely be dis-
pensed with. Wonderful have been

ing of farm machinery of recent years,
and so perfect have many of them be
come, that they are almost human in
their workings.

For years, it has been a far cry to
keep the boy on the farm. Nothing
will keep him there like farm mach-
inery. Get farm machinery to do the
drudgery, the boys will delight in op-
erating and caring for it. One of
the best ways of keeping in touch
with the latest developments in ma-
chinery is by careful perusal of the
catalogues of manufacturers.

When the possibilities of machinery
are considered, as well as the cost of
hiring men, who at times are apt to
be at logger heads with their employ-
ers; and when we remember that
often we can do the work ourselves
by means of machinery, we are con-
vinced of the wisdom of careful in-
vestments in the latest and most up-
to-date farm machinery

Hon. Sydney Fisher s announced
that he is likely to selcct & man from
the western provinces to act on the
swine commission that is to visit Eu
rope. He conld not secure a better
man than Mr. O, Marker, the super-
intendent of dairying for Alberta
Mr. Marker is not a practical farmer,
His strength consists in the fact that
he is a Dane and, therefore, thor-
oughly acquainted with the Danish
language and with Danish conditions
Mr. Marker has been in Canada for
over twenty years and has behind
him years of experience in agricul-
tural matters in Eastern Canada as
well as in the west. Since first
leaving Denmark he has revisited that
country several times, thorough
knowledge of dairy conditions in Can
ada would be of great value. He is
man who is cautious in his judg-
ments and who would be invaluable
as an interpreter. Mr, Marker should
be one of the members of the com-
mission.

The weeder is an implement that is
not known on our farms as well
as it should be. It is a light
low priced implement that can be used
to great advantage on the corn
crop before and after the corr: is
through the ground. Tt can be used
to advantage also upon mangels and

turnips where the plants are thick
by running lengthways along  the
drill after the scuffler. It breaks nu;

the crast on top of the drill and makes
thinning much easier.

Sending Them to Jail

(The New England Homestead.)

Rhode Tsland is getting at the bot
tom of the automobile nuisance, The
courts have reached the point wher:
they now impose jail sentences upor
reckless drivers of automobiles.
reckless driver with a stolen car wh
does damage to an innocent wayfare:
is punished with a fine and 80 days i
jail. Tt is & moderate sontene, b
s u star* -9 the right direction. Las
wiek a Maseechuso'ts judge senten
ed a drunken chauficur to six mon:}
n l. Another offender, who ra:
into a milk wagon and then lied as t.
his name, has been ferreted ont and
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