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Prominent Topics.

When Sir Wilfrid Laurier and
Sir Lomer Gouin laid the cor-
ner stone of the new Montreal
Technical School on Monday,
we believe they well and truly laid the foundation
of an educational system that will evenwally
enable the people of this Province to  take their
proper place among the peoples of the North Am-
erican continent. Mr. G. De Serres, chairman of
the school corporation, reminded the distinguished
company present at the function, that when King
Edward was laying the foundation stone of the
London Technical College at Brighton, s
Majesty said that: “if Germany and the United
States surpassed Great Britain in industrial pro-
gress, it was owing to their excellent techmical
teaching”  Sir Wilfrid while far from disparag-
ing the study of Latin and Greek said: “How
much more profitable it would be if less time were
given to Virgil and Socrates and more to Shake-
speare, Gibbon and Macaulay " He wished to see
education in this country march hand in hand
with the spirit of the age. We heartily congra-
tulate Sir Lomer Gouin upon this magnificent
triumph of his general educational policy.  The
Technical School will be at once an evidence of
enlightened statesmanship and a splendid monu-
ment to a Quebec statesman with progressive ideas
and the courage of his convictions.

Montreal
Technical School.

Premier Asquith has been hasti-
ly summoned to Balmoral for
consultation with the King,
who is credited with a strong
desire  to avert a grave con-
stitutional struggle. The probabilities are that
His Majesty is not so much afraid of the imme-
diate result of such a struggle, as anxious to avoid
the permanent widening of the breach which un-
fortunately exists between the classes and the
masses. A general election fought upon the 1ssues
which seem to be impending, could not fail to
create some bitterness among the ranks of those
wearing what Mr. Foster would call the laurels of
defeat.

The King and the
Constitutional
Crisis.

Prairie fires are doing great dam-
Prairle Fires jge in Alberta, the loss being
in the West. cstimated at over $2,000,000. The

full extent of the trouble will not,
however, be known for some days. A report was
circulated to the effect that the fences of the Can-
adian National Buffalo Park had been destroyed
and that the whole herd had been stampeded.
Fortunately this turns out to be untrue. Yester-
day’s rains throughout the West came none too
s00N.
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Hudson's Bay
| Railway.

It is officially announced that the
Government  has  decided  to com-
mence the construction of the Hud-
son's Bay railway this fall. The
surveys are completed, the route is an easy one
and the territory through which it runs rich in
agricultural lands, minerals and timber. It 1s not
necessary to be an enthusiast upon the subject of
the Hudson's Bay transatlantic route, in order to

appreciate that the building of this line s of
great importance to all western Canada.  The

navigation of the Bay itself, which will naturally
follow the opening up of railway communication
with the Canadian West and the great trans-con-
tinental lines, will mean the development of a
great  country big enough to form an empire.
ITitherto Canadians have been too ready to assume
the worthlessness of their unknown because prac-
tically for the time bemg inaccessible lands. Our
ideas about the northern limits of Canadian agri-
culture are constantly extending; and we are only
just beginning to appreciate the country's latent
mineral wealth.
The West India Trade Commission
has concluded its formal sittings
in  Canada.  Montreal witnesses
who were examined repeated the
views expressed at other centres, to the effect that
the Dominion's preferential tariff has atded the
West Indian dealers to raise the prices of raw
material to Canadian refiners and enabled the re-
finers in Great Britain to come in with refined
sugar, thus reducing the advantage of Canadian
refiners in the home market

A Halifax witness, speaking on this point, gave
as his view that some arrangement should be made
whereby West Indian iterests would not get more
than half the benefit of the preference.

According  to Mr. A, Baumgarten, of the St
I.awrence Sugar Refining Co, Canadian refineries
were formerly able to purchase sugar from cight
or nine brokers at West Indian ports, thus secur-
ing the advantages of competition among these
brokers; whereas there had recently only been
offers from one West Indian dealer, thus pointing
to a combine, and removing the advantage to Can-
adian refiners of competition.

West Indian
Sugar Trade.

It would appear as though those
in  charge of recent bullish
operations in Wall Street count-
ed upon attracting outside buy-

ing sufficient to “keep the pot a-boiling.”  But

they reckoned without their host the moncy mar

ket. And they apparently over reckoned  public
| eagerness  to speculate. Tuesday's 6 per cent
| call rate dispelled the delusion that “this year
| there would be no tightening of money.”  While

Under and
Over-Reckoning.




