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2 TiiK Hk.mkr Criticism.

manv nRcs to manv hearts, hut it wns necclfnl to J^' '-.->";^

U. UruMUUs .n the in:ancy of textual crir,c>s,n turuc.l to

(ircck. ami to the MSS. in (keck, an.l eo.np. e.l a text a.n.n^

at K-rcater aeeuracy. a nearer approaeh to the very won.> o1

Christ and hi. '...ostles. He was attaeke. : »- was toh he

was tampering with tl>e snnplc faith oi the eo.nm<,n um .

but the process was carried on. and you know the result^

Thanks to the lahour of ^rcat seh«.lars-and I "'^y '''^

„.ention above all others the names of WesteoU and Hor

the scholars of whom not only Candrndj^e Imt Ln^land .s

proud.-thc New Testan.ent in Greek is known as .t was

never known before, and the search f(^r a perfect te:. h..s

given us an insi-ht into .he meanin- of words and phras

and books and chara-ters beyond what any other aj-v could

claim. This was the work of Textual Criticism, the Low-

er Criticis.n as it is sometimes called. iKcause it comes hrst

and presets us with a connected text upon wh,ch excretes

and commentators and p.eachers and students may work.

But-and let us mark the fact-this result is due to the

work of devout and laborious scholars. ,>..d scholars alone,

who dealt with the N\ a- Testament on the assumption that,

althou-h the shrine of most precious truth, its text had a

historv like that of other bocdis.

At a little Inter time what has been calleu-,. )ssib]y nn-

fortunatelv-the Hipher Criticism.*^" began its work. For al-

most loo'vears or so the careful study, sometimes destruct-

ive, sometimes conservative, of the New Testament books

has been carried on. Now and a-ain their genuineness has

been attacked : their composition and compilatum dissected

with the utmost nicetv : questions of authorship, date,

.genuineness and authenticitv have been deb.-ted. S<.me books

such as the Gospel of John, the Acts of the Apostles, and the

*^^^~^i^h]<, description of Criticism in its two branches is found

in the Introduction to the Study of History by Langlol.. and SeiK'nobos The

two branches are akin i. their methods and many Scholars have excelled in

both.


