
18 THB LAST OP THE MOHICANS
ffcmnkable for tht toftnets and iweetntM of Its tones, uwas Us person for iU nn proporUons. " I may speak of
these things and be no braggart, for I have been down at
both havens

; that which Is situate at the mouth of Thames
and Is named after the capital of Old England, and that
which Is called 'Haven/ with the addlUon of toe wort
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Ing their droves, like the gathering to the ark, being out-
ward bound to the Island of Jamaica, for the purpose of
barter and traffic In four-footed anhnals ; but never before
have I beheld a beast which verified the true scripture war-
horse like this. 'He paweth tai the vaUey, and rejolceth
In his strength ; he goeth out to meet the armed men/He salth among the trumpets, ha, ha I and he smeUeth
the batUe afar off; the thunder of the captains and the
shouting/ It would seem that the stock of the horse
of Israel has descended to our own time ; would It not.
friend ?
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Receiving no reply to this extraordinary appeal, which.
In truth, as It was deUvered with aU the vigour of fuU and
sonorous tones, merited some sort of noUce, he who had
thus sung forth the language of the holy book, turned to
the silent Ague to whom he had unwittingly addressed
htaiself. and found a new and more powerful subject of
admlraUon In the object that encountered hU gaze. His
eyes feU on the stlU, upright, and rigid form of the " Indian
runner," who had boroe to the camp the unwelcome Udlngs
of the preceding evening. Although in a state of perfect
repose, and apparently disregarding with characterlsUc
stoicism the excitement and bustle around him, there was
a suUen fierceness mingled with the quiet of the savage
that was likely to arrest the attenUon of much more ex-
perienced eyes than those which now scanned him in un-
concealed amazement The native bore both the toma-
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hawk and knife of his tribe; and yet his appearance was
not altogetuer that of a warrior. On the contrary, there
was an air of neglect about his person, like that which might
have proceeded from great and recent exerUon, which he
had not yet found leisure to repah-. The colours of the
war-paint had blended In dark confusion about his fierce
countenance, and rendered his swarthy lineaments stiU more
savage and repulsive, than if art had attempted an effect
which nad been thus produced by chance. His eye alone.


