
Experiment showing Importance of rhnnpe of seed—Taller plants from Indlba itead seed;
horter plants of the same varieties from Ottawa seed.

\Vlll:S TO (HANOI: M'.RK.

When a prrowcr 1ms fuuiid that it pays liiiii to nbtaiii >efd of a certain variety

from a ct-rtaiii soiirci' In- ^'.ould ciidi^avnur by e.\|MTiiiu'iit aivd calculation to learn

whether it will pay hit i to change his seed every year, every two years, or every three

years.

The cause or causis nf the very low yield- at the K.xperinieiital Farm. Ottawa,

durins recent years from seed f^rowii at Ottawa tlu! ]>n'vii)iis year, are not yet dearly

uiider-tood. The low yields bej;au in the very dry seasons of 1!>0<J, 1907, and l'.>ii>,

nnd there have hiH.'n few trDud years for potatnes -ince, and, since? that time, the

disciises such as Leaf Rol' saic and Khizoctonia all have been found atfectin-; the

|Kitato jdants at Ottawa. ' far tliese are tlie primary causi' of the l.iw yield- and

liow nnich should he attril ..icd to i-limate, is not yi>t certain, hut tin? fact remjiin

that hy trettinff new seed every year from cert:iiii places, pro.MJ yields can he

obtained. While such marked results niitrht not l>e ehtainec) elseui.er', as al

Ottawa, a ehanfje of seed is ro-omincnded where satisfactory yields are aot bein!;

obtained. It has been the writer's oli-ervation that wherever jiotato's frrow vifjoronsly.

as a rule, until the tops are cut down by frost in the autunni, there will po<m1 teed

potatoes be obtained, pj'ovideil they arc free fnm di>case. Su -ii sources of se<'d

potatoes can be found in all the orovinces of Canada and particularly in those parts

of the provinces where the days id ni^zhts, during' the }rrowin<r season, are relatively

C(Mil, and where there is usualb a trood supply of moi-ture in the s<.il.

It has been shown hy the expt^riments Ottava that tlu? lu'st results were obtained

from the most immature seed, and whil-, doid)tless. there is some other factor or

factors than immaturity which ensure such trood results from s<^'d from the cooler

parts of Canndii. and which for the present may be called " vitality," it would seem,

with our present knowledge, that the best seed will come I'rom those parts of Cainidu


