
Tin; OCTIMAI. SYSTKM OF

lM)>c a Lliaii,,^' ill tlic prismt units ul wcif,'ht. 'llic pound
avuirditp.iis vvkuM remain ilic >ianilar(l as al present.

I'.iit uc vvuuld cliaii^e tiie (li\i-i<m of ilic puuiul into

v\^\n (Hi; parts instiai! nf tucvt (nur preseiil nixleeti),

a.s l)viii;; s.nipkr and more in lianuoiiy uitli the vvliolc

'kiiinal Svsuiu. Tlu iu.).-,t aiiitaltle lui^lier mm vvuuId

lie eiaii.! (i.(J(j<), .>ur i)ri .-iiit ;i.'j pound.-, for wliicli we
mi^!:l >\\i\ ix'iain liic teim "loii. '

li is w^ll l<ii.i\vn iliat

itni presenl l'>n i> tou larj^e, lu mtvc as a convenieiU unit,

and iliat il ;.-, luii tittiil to praitioal lite, inaMHiuli a.- it

ii.ii> not npiiM'iit a lair wa,4un ! .;d ni any of ilie 01111-

niodilii's ill urem r I use.

Mtuli vrvijii lias hrcn (.lainud for tlie l-"rencli Met-
ne >y>uin. i>eeau?e nf the >o-eaI!ed eonneclioii !)el\veen

its 111' ,1-iires iif \vc i^lit and of \.ilnnie. Tlie tjrain wliich

i^ ll'-i uirt 'i \vei,L;!it.-. in tli,> sy-tetu is livid as the

\\i.i;;!m of .vaier at a ti iii])iraluve of 4 (K\!,rrees C,
which is coiHaiiied in one culiic ('-iilinutri'. tin- unit

"I \'''inu'. r.;ii as watiT i-han,Lri'S its \vi--t;-ht, ma-
'.eriallv. wiih a ciian;;e >{ temperature, it is elear that \vc

can air.ve at an appn'\inia:e idea only of the weitrht Oi a

known \ohiiiU- of water. Tlie one eonvenience of the

iinils ill tlie I'reii h System '-^ that one iv aide to calcu-

late the wei;.'!it of a ki.owti \oInme of a suhstance by sim-

ply imil'Jplyiiii; the number expressinij this volume hv
the spc'-iiic ufravity of the substance.

r.ut surely by a comparaM\ely small amount of work
specific i^Tavities !nis.dit be expressed with reference to

a Solution of a ceria-n streiUTtli, oiie cubic inch of which
u-eitrhs one ounce. This would furnish r^ with all the

theoretical advanta<.je of the I'rencli systctn and at the

same time save us from the annoyance which tlie intro-

duction of such a system would cause in its demand for

a universal chamje in our iiresent units of weicrht. The
new table of weights would appear as follows:


