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FROM: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, OTTAWA 
TO: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS, LONDON

Ottawa, September 3, 1939

Following from Prime Minister for 
Prime Minister.
X. As you are aware the Canadian Parliament
will meet on Thursday of this week.
2. In view of the announcement which you made 
this morning, indicating that in spite of your unceasing 
and persistent efforts for peace, the action and attitude 
of the German Government had resulted in a state of
war. developing between the United Kingdom and Germany, 
the Canadian Government, in addition to the defence and 
precautionary measures which it is taking under the War 
Measures Act and other administrative powers, will 
recommend to Parliament further action. The measures to 
be proposed are now under consideration.
3. As regards military activities our primary 
task will naturally be the defence of Canada, which under 
present circumstances is a more pressing and urgent 
undertaking than it was in the last war. We are also 
considering to what extent we could undertake as necessity 
required and our means permitted action in the Western 
Atlantic region, particularly in Newfoundland and the 
West Indies. As to further military cooperation we should 
be glad to receive your appreciation of the probable 
theatre and character of main British and allied 
military operations, in order that we may consider the 
policy to be adopted by Canada.
4. We should also like to have your 
Government's present appreciation of the nature and 
extent of British and allied requirements as regards 
supplies and particularly the relative urgency of the 
needs for variou.s commodities which Canadian 
producers could furnish. As regards munitions the 
despatch of the British Mission now on its way and the 
consultations which have already taken place should 
make it possible to reach prompt conclusions on detailed 
arrangements. Presumably the negotiations which have 
been taking place in the United Kingdom for the purchase 
of war materials and food stuffs will be completed and 
developed. The Canadian Government is considering what 
general measures of economic organization and control 
will be required in this country.
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