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The Brunswickan 9

Remembering Montreal : December 6th 1989

(

women has not prevailed. As Doris Lessing once noted, it is by the failures
he felt emasculated, like any bully he picked on people he felt he could beat. A
against women is as urgent a social issue as eradicating
There has also been a conspiracy of silence. The Massacre is taboo
behaviour and attitudes. hmﬁﬁvitywwmm’slegiﬁlmleupiu&nnkhumdhuwmmunivamyisnounivorywwer;
ofmhirimelleamlswbomnblindeye-whowlum-nocinlhjmdoeismwcmnmgmdet(verhl)ﬁre.
'l‘wemyywngo.meRepMoﬂheRoyalComninionontheSlduofWominCamdamvisiomda“mllywwc
in the larger scheme of things, as the death throes of the old.

(Wendy Robbins, Department of English, University of New Brunswick

The death throes of the old

Like Kent State or Tiananmen Square, the Montreal Massacre has shocked our hearts. mviewﬂmMml.épim'uuociousactmnomoremanisolatedimtnnceofviolemeagninn
and misfits of a civilization that one can best judge its’ weaknesses. There was method in his madness; he was angry,
mﬂﬁonwmmnywmbmaedbyﬂwirhnsbmdsorpmmin&mda;somenekiﬂed Stopping violence
AIDS. We can say that now. There has been a crisis of conscience.

in some quarters. So is feminism. But, more than before, camp

us mores are being seen as part of a whole past=m of social
it is neither pure nor invulnerable. The moral culpability

limate.” PettnpsMnrclbpine’smmmnrda-micidcismbeimapnwd.
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“It’s going to be extremely low key. We
don’t want to make a big fuss about it. It’s
going to be held in memory (of the victims)
and as much as possible, in silence.”

- Administration director André Bazergui
of U of M Ecole Polytechnique commenting
on their memorial service. *

“Silence about violence against women
has been our worst enemy.”

- Ms. Judy Rebick of the National Com-
mittee on the Status of Women*

“It is only by talking about the level of
violence against women that we are going to
solveit. Anybynottalking about it, we feed
the denial that a lot of people in this society
have. They want to believe that this act was
an isolated act, that it did not have anything
todo with violence against women. ... That’s
what we always hear when there is amurder
of a woman or a rape, and it’s not true.

- Ms. Judy Rebick of the National Com-
mittee on the Status of Women*

“It is unfortunate that the institution will
forever be seen as the place where anumber
of women were *illed, but that is their (the
institution’s ) destiny. It is how they deal
with that destiny that will make them great.
And sure as hell, the way they are dealing
with it now will not make them great.”

-Mr. Patrick Quinn,aToronio engineer *

Some reflections....

“The girls and guys don’t want to be
separated like they were in the class by
Lepine.” “They don’t want to get into this
crazy logic of Marc Lepine. They are say-
ing, “This happened to us as a community
and we want to stick together.”

- Mr. Gilles Lussier, a psychologist at the
U of M Ecole Polytechnique *

“Marc Lepine did something crazy. Now
he’s gone, and we are left to pay for it.”
- amale student at Ecole Polytechnique*

“Some feminists used this event to make
a point about the way feminists are treated.
They didn’t care what happened.”

- a male student at Ecole Polytechnique*

“They say there is a little Marc Lepine in
all of us,” said a third, bitterly. :
- amale student at Ecole Polytechnique*

“Iunderstand why the students don’t want
to discuss the events at the Polytechnique.
They are touched too directly by it. They
saw people dying around them. I would not
ask them to také a leadership role in the
debate on violence against women. On the
other hand, if other women and men want to

femmes*

sExtracted from the GlobeandMail.(Dec
4) Article was by Michelle LaLonde

They do not know yethow effective coun-
selling of children from violent homes will
be. They do not claim, for example, that
such counselling would have erased the
violent delusions of Mr. Lépine, who shot
14 women to death last year at the Univer-
sity of Montreal’s Ecole Polytechnique.

“We'll never know,” said Dr. Peter Jaffe,
director of the London (Ont.) Family Court
Clinic. “I Can't say that it would.” But he
said he would liketo think that children who
experience violence athome, as Marc Lépine
did, will receive attention from mental health
agencies.

- From the Globe and Mail, December 5,
article by Sean Fine

Coping

Protesters meet thatnight at the Women's
Centre at the University of Toronto. The
coldest, darkest demoI've everattended,
and one of my last.

Between speeches, my friend Maggie
will be reading a poem she just wrote
about the murders. Iask how she is.

“0.K. You know. This always hap-

the supermarket...”

Wemarch off, dozens of women whose
candles won't stay lit. Some tears, even
lavghter. Mostly silence. Until we pass
a frat house.

Three young men are !eaning out of a
top floor windsw. One beilows: “WE
LOVE CHICKS!”

Maggie, who's been walking silently
beside me, turns on her heels, slips on the
ice.”SHUTUP! SHUTUP! SHUTUP!”
she screams, waving her arms helplessly,
bent double, slipping again.

Imanage to grabher flailing arms and,
both of us skidding along the icy side-
walk, I hustle her away. “Let’s justkeep
walking. Here we go. Walkingdown the
street. Come on.”

For the first time since I met her,
Maggie seems smaller than I am.

Graham has been walking with us.
Seenand heard the whole thing. Graham
is at every demonstration, even this one;
few of the men in our political circle are
here, perhaps thinking they wouldn’t be
welcome.

Graham shakes his head. “Can you, I
mean, can you believe those guys?
Sheesh! Jerks.”

And I don’t know whether to kiss him
or kill him.

Which I guess is sort of the point.

Reprinted with permission from

BEST KEPT SECRET 2...

288 Regent St, Predoricion, NB. 435-1318

(What is Fredericton's

Shades of Light

Takss Rogent St. exit off Trms Canads Highway.
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lobbyists.

We realize that guns are
to guns and lack of control of their
We, the parents and families of the
‘We want tougher guncontrol. And we are not
We are shocked to see the voice of the people has been

not the only factor leading to violence inour society. However, we believe that easy access
use is a contributing factor to this rising violence.

victims, mlivingﬂnﬁudeqwiuoﬁbcmuﬂqiﬂnﬂonwayby.
alone. More than half a million Canadians vocally supported our call.
dtowmdontbythebndpssismdnmhuiryofgun
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STORE HOURS:
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Don't forget loved ones at Christmas
ting store.

- Saturday 9am.-9pm. Sunday 1 pm. - Sp.m.
Parking in the rear.
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Open Thurs. 10:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Friday 10:30 a.m. -9 p.m.
Saturday 10:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

For December ONLY -

the same as it was on December 6,1989.
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o Next to Rosary Hall « : S Sincerely,
Come in and see our large selection of Maritime ;«m %O X0 X0 mxoxaxoxosooxoxowé | Sussams Edvard, Jomes . Edward,
Crafis and Gifts from around the world. X X,
« Large selection of Stained Glass, Sun Catchers & Lamps | O W ?c Remember...
« Tom Smith Pottery » Flo Greig Pottery § o Genevieve Bergeron
* True Oak Pottery + Hidden House Pottery X E) ¥ Helene Colgan
« Christmas Decorations » Seagull Pewter o“ DS toe Nathalie Croteau
« Canadian & Imported Jewellery  + Sheepskin Slippers, Hats, Mitts X M Barbara Daigneault
« UNICEF Christmas Cards  Brass & Leather Bracelets o By, ot e Trce o Anne»m:rl:ﬁimd
d Fi
« PLUS MUCH. MUCH MORE! X S Eon e ) ¢ B itk

Maryse Laganiere
Maryse Leclair
Anne-Marie Lemay
Sonia Pelletier
Michelle Richard
Annie St. Ameault
Annie Turcotte




