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THROUGH A MONOCLE
THE ORIENTAL BAZAAR

T H-ERE is much to be said for the Oriental bazaar as a shopping
place. It is a littie like an individualistic departmiental store,
except that it contains the wholesomne elemnent of competition.

That is, youi go down one alley-way, and you find a dozen shoe shops,
check by jowl; and down another and you get a dozený hat shops.
If you cannot get stuited either as to article or price in one sh'op, you
may in the next; and it is rio farther from one to another than it is
from one clerk to another behind the couinter of the same store. Few
merchants in the truly Oriental bazaars keep shops any larger than
the reach of an arm when tbey stand up, and these littie rooms are
packed in together in rows like lockers in a golf club house-to use
a modern simile. Si) shopping does not cail for muich walking. More-
ýover, each merchant provides a stool outside bis shop on which the
cuistomer mnay sit while shopping, and, if the bargaining be prolonged
-as it is li1kely to bc whien the customer is a native-he will probably
send for a cup of coffee te, refresh the bargainer.

N OW if you are throiigh buying shoes and want sbawls, it is quite
Spossible that they are in the next street, which means no more

in a bazaar tIiai that they are in the next aisle. It is really no farther
as a rule to go from one set of shops in a bazaar to another thani it is
t%, go from one department to another in a departmental store; and
you have the advantage of going in the open air and finding brisk<
competition when you arrive. In Cairo, the bazgars have in sorne

on the walls about him where possible purchasers could suit thi
fancy. Then when they want to buy, he will stop work and barg
with them over the price. Under sucb circumnstances, he would
be Iikely to have a fixed price, but would be influenced by the st
of his stock and, tbe power of the public demnand. Our.system
wbolesale manufacture, middlemen and rapid and numerous sa
compels a fixed price, but where a single workman merely selîs
bis, own output as he gets it ready, and deals with. the chance c
tomner who appears at his door, he naturally gets wbat he can, for e,
article, knowing that the Iaws ýof supply and demnand are mi
powerful than any calculation of his as to, the worth of his labo
This, too, accounts for bis willingness to spend time in bargaini
Money which he earns by keeping up the price is quite the samne
mroney whicb be could earni by making other articles; and it affoi
a change of occupation whicb must be restful. There is not, as w
us, a worker who goes ýon working while another man selîs, and
must have a fixed price for each article. In the East, the middleni
is largely eliminated;- but so is division of labour.
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