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tomers of the M. L. H. P. In that big office Mr.
Hoît can see clearly tlie nervous system that knits
them ail together; from the time wben it ;.vas littie
old Montreal to the day when suburbs are tied
on over night and have to be wired and piped by
the next full moon. And it is one of his sources
of, pride that some of the men who were with the
old companies fifty years ago are with the
M. L. H. P. to-day-not many, I fancy.

"But you see how the consolidation gains'over
the competitive unit," lie said, with suave energy.

"Yes, you run the gamunt...-"2
"We study the wbole problem. We have spe-

cialists who advise builders whether steam or bot
water or bot air is the'best method of beating;
othiers who are experts on gas; experts on al
phasesof electricity-and you have no idea of what.
an immense economy it is to begin right. We aim
to economize for the consumer."

"Being in the long run best economy for you ?"
"Our interests are identical. It's a question of

copartnership and of engineering."
It is important to remember that when Mr. Hoît

started in to consolidate L. H. P., Montreal hadn't
even an arc liglit, no trolleys, not an incandescent,
scarcely a telephone.

Now tbanks to the M. L. H. P.-be did not put
it that way; but lie got up and walked to the Craig
St. window. A complex and powerful thouglit bad
taken hold of him. He was switching on the power;
cutting out the controllers for top speed on the up-
grade-just like one of those yellow cars of Mr,
Robert's climbing the blli below.

"Now aIl those wires-except the telephones-
are tbey the M. L. H. P. ?" I asked him.

"No," lie said. "Not yet."
"When on earth will you ever get them under-

ground ?"
He gave me a genially penetrative look.
"You don't quite understand-Montreal."
"Except that in municipal governiment it is not

too mucli unlike Toronto. But why ?"
"Well, just this. And I guess it's somnewhat the

experience of most utility corporations in Canadian
cities. Ten years ago we offered to underground
every wire we liad, if the City would guarantee
that no other companies would be allowed to erect
overbead systems. They refused. Tliey wanted
competition. Thle wires you see down there belong
to three companues. And they are a miserable mess.
Wbat else could we do ?"

Merelv as a noll-tax naver I saw the rDoint.
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feature in United States utilities-covering, for
instance, such a sweep as Chicago and St. Louis.
But of course that involves tractions; and as Mr.
Hoît bad said a moment before-the M. L. H. P.
bad nothing to do witli the M. S. R. Some day-
who knows? Th is federal idea is capable of being
worked on other systems besides railways. A
federal union of alI the light-lieat-and-power com-
panies in Canada-consider it, oh consumrers of
cbeap L. H. P.! Suppose that fromn the Power
Building, Montreal, it should be settled that wben
dividends go up to stockliolders haif round the
world, rates should go down simultaneousiy in Van-
couver and Halifax; that when Winnipeg grounds
its wires, rates in Toronto and Ottawa sbouid cease
to go down-and so on.

B UT of course there are as yet only signs and
symptoms ofthis. And Mr. Hoît is content to

consider himself a trail-blazer. At the saine time
lie knows as well as any man the diverse power
conditions in Canada. He spoke of the coal areas
up the Brazeau head of the Saskatchewan in the
Rockies; of gasoline tractors on the prairies; of
the crude oil possibilities beating out gasoline on
the prairie farms; of the inefficiency of producer
gas except in large unîts; of the extension of
water-power plants-and some of bis own sta-
tionery is headed "Kaministiquia." He is surely a
federalist in power. And the more he federalizes
the more obsessed lie is with two or three great
principles. He pointed out the bigli risks in L. H. P.
as compared to, banking, for instance; how that one
niglit lie himnseif was teleplioned out of bed to be-
hoid a $300,000 blaze in a gas tank-tbat but for
swif t preventives miglit have been a calamity.

"Every time that sort of thing happens off go
the dividends pro tem," lie said. "But the rates
can't go up. And it takes a big consolidation to
safeguard and to stand that sort of risk."

Contemplating the enormous possibilities of the
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federal idea applied to L. H. p., it seemed a trifle
piffly to cali Mr. Holt's attention to the other side
of the question-best represented in public print
by one W. F. M. in Toronto. But the mere men-
tion of public ownership up against the federal
idea, though it may have felt like a fly on the horn
of a bull, set Mr. Holt off into a decisive and over-
whelming pronounicement.

"Public ownership is a series of fallacies. I
sbould say that the average municipality operating
a public utility is worse than a small competitive
corporation."

I mentioned Glasgow.
"Best example we have," he said. "And Glasgow

has the most absurd system of public utility book-
keeping imaginable. A municipality can't pick the
right men, and, as a rule, it can't keep books; and
most surely, as a rule, it knows little or nothing
about administration. Concentration is the modemn
way. Public ownership is flot real concentration.
It is a form of competition. London is making no
progress in public ownership. There the tendency
is to eliminate competition and to ccônsolidate. The
reasons are obvious."

"But of course you expect always to have more
or less war with muni cipaliti es ?"

"Regrettably. We don't like war. We are too
busy operating utilities. And so long as we can
lower the rates for light and -power when every
other commodity is going up-the best municipali-
ties can do is to leave us alone."

The argumient seemed to be his. I doulit if any
other corporation man in Canada could in the saine
space of time deliver himself with more superb ease
of conviction.

But I wondered how the case might be-if
Herbert S. Holt should wake up some day to find
himself Mayor of Montreal?

The next article will deal wtth George M. Drummond, vice-
Preaident of the Canada Iran Corporation.

One Man,, Oneý Vote-
By H. LINTON ECCLES

EARKABLE piece of pending legislation Thec spectacle of the wealtby p roperty owner-
s0 to say, slipped into the hall of St. and let it be rememnbered that there are mlany such

phen's at Westminster, wbere British, . on the Liberal as well as on the Conservative side
ffink Imperial politics are made. I amn of poiitics in the Old Country-rushing in bis auto-
f the Canadia Press man in London mobile from the polling booth in one town or vil-
Sa story about it. If lie didn't he mnade lage to the polling booth in another, or several

,k in bis day's work. If he did, it was other, towns or villages, will be at an end. In a
.n unauspicious-looking paragraph-one word, whetlier a manl owns one boQuse or fifty, or
nportant news itemns in few liues that owns not at aIl, so long as lie is otlierwise qualified
it of gettiug buried away by the make- lie wiil vote once if lie chooses, but no power or
a corner of the paper wbere tlie busy Pull in poliics, wlien the Franchise Bill becomes

rcely -notices fliem. an Acf, will give himi the riglit to register bis
ece of legislation-to-be-for nobody preference at the irlls more than once in an eletion.
oiibts that if will pass into operafion as Th~e plural voter goes, and in his stead wilT reign

present British Government can get it the citizen wlio bas qualified simply by reason of
called The Franchise and Redistribution his residence ýor occupation for six months, but
Popularly if is known as the "One Man without condition as regards' property. Also the
Bill, and s0 no doubt it always wilT be system is started of keeping a continuious register
is the bllI for which democratic Britain enabling every man wbo bas fulfilled the six
aiting ever since the greaf Reform Acts mnontlis' residence or occupation qualification, to,
anad '84 begran f0 be misinterpreted; thaf have bis vote within two months' of the end of

jT will be seen that ftie British Governmnent's Fran-
Achise and Rediistribution Bill is not a ReformBihl in flie sense that the measures passed in 1832,

18$67, and 1884 were Reformn Bills. And yet if is
a very notable and very considerable piece of re-
form legislafion. 'Ple present Bill merely enfran-
chises those classes of voters wlio were meanit to be
enfranchised in principle by its predecessors, and
some of wliom were disfranchised owing f0 legal
obstacles and entanglements introduced affer the
acts began to be in force.

Tlie Bill does not penalize the property owner;
it gives him the one straiglit vote he is entifled f0
as a citizen. On the oflier side if settles the stand-
ing of tliousands of citizens who were neyer su-re
of their vote frorn one election time to another;
whose franchise lias been shuitfle-cocked about by
flic rulings, unrulings, and mnisrulings of revising
barristers, until even those legal luminaries them-
selves became confused at their own cianiour.
'Phere are sons of monied men living under the
paternai roof who are exciuded from voting by
the saine set ruile as poorer men's sons are shut out.
But many ricli middle-class "vqters are brouglit in


