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Through Mo noclte
The Pending Senatoriail Appointments

TH1E Dominion Goverinent as the privlege
and the responsibility of niaming an. un-
uisuai number of new Senators before Par-
liament meets. 1 think the appetîzinig total

is sixteen, including the additional , seigniors" who
are expected to corne down from the Wecst. Sixteen
will make quite an appreciable contribution to the
ranks of a House whose proportion of active iuem-
bers is flot large; and the Government bias thus a
chance to win the admiration and applause of the
country by making thîs "sweet sixteen" something
remarkable and record-hreaking in the way of
mental stature and public service. Usually Senators
are named singiy or in dribblets. This makes it
difficult for the best-intentioned Government ta
carry through any definite plan of Senate Reformn.
Their area of contact with the problemn at any given
time is so~ small that they cannot produce an appre-
ciable effect; and to maintain a policy of high-class
non-partisan appointments over a terni of years, in
the teeth of ail the "cadging" and coaxing and1
coercion of the alleged "friends" who gather about
every Government, would be a titanic task.

B UT to-day the Government can laumch a genuine
measure of Senate Reform by appointing noue

but statesmen of Senatorial statuire to the Chamber
we cail-more in hope than in confidence-the
Upper House. By this one act, the relations of our
two bouses of Parliament might be instantly and
materially affected. At present, the Commons is
so entirely dominant that we hardly consider the
Senate at ail. At times, it reminds us of its exist-
ence by some annoying act-such as the killing of
the Tariff Commission Bill Iast session; but when
we are reckoning the course of politics or the
chances of any policy, we thirdc always of the
Commons and practically neyer of the Senate. This
is to a considerable extent due ta the fact that the
Commons is elected while the Senate i3 appointed;
and, ta this extent, it is incurable until we get an
elective Senate. But much might be dont te redress
the balance and give the Senate more weight if
tht appointive power were used to seat in the Upper
Chamber the sort of men who wouild be elected
from large Senatorial districts.

By THE MONOCLE MANý-

T HIS sort of man is easily defined. H1e is big
I. enough ta be seen by the people over a large

area-an area mutch larger than the Gommons con-
stiency. Hle is a man who commands public re-
spect and confidence. Hle is a man wha cani serve
thie country effectively in its Senate. There occa-
sionally arise lçid-gloved cou-ncillors who appear ta
have the notion that what is wanted in the Senate
is a collection of Caîlege Presidents ar be-spectacled
book-worms or "superiar persans" of some sort who
could net be elected to the smailest office which the
people contrai. They are "too good" ta be appre-
ciated by the comman herd. With this tpop-iofty
idea-thougli it may go in some minds with the
wearing of a "Monocle"-I wholiy disagree. We
should never put ta rule over the people any set
of men whom. the people wouid not themselves
choose. It is only as the Governrnent succeed in
appainting to the Senate the sort of meni whorn
the great majarity of the people would like te elect
there-and whomn they would elect there under an
elective systemn if they were nat hiam-strung and
tied dawn by party-that the Government wili suc-
ceed in giving the Senate popular power.

A SENATE of "high-brows" would be fia more
xI effective than the Eouse we naw possess. The

people would think that it was very cultured and
intellectuai; but they would pay fia attention ta its
opinions touching practicai matters. When it taok
an attitude hostile ta the mai ority of the Gommons,
the plain citizen would usually be impatient-that
is aIl. If the'issue were important, he might be
angry and talk of wiping out the Chamber alto-
gether. Yet a Senate will neyer be worth its sait
until its challenge af the opinion of the majority
of the blouse of Gommons is taken seriously by
the country, and will immediately put the House
of Gommons on the defensîve. Thiere should be
s0 much genieral confidence in the judgment of the
Senate.-given additional "kudos" by its freedomi
frein party fanaticism and its patriatic disinterested-
ness-that a rejection of a Gaverfiment bill by that
body wouild make people ask-"What is wrong with

the Bill?" Now they say-"The Old Ladies of the
Sçnate are playing politics."

O F core yplc san elective Senate fo
larg costitences.But, pending that, wa

we have ta, deal with is an appointive Senate; and
I feel that the Government have to-day an unrivalled
chance ta immensely augment the prestige of the
Upper House. They have a chance, indeed, that
they may value more than that. They can practi-
cally get a majority in the Senate by these sixteen
appointments, though they would stili be in ,a
minority sa far as the mere counting of nases went.
Theycould get this "majarity" by naming Senators
of such weight in the country that their united
opinion in support of any measure would make it
politically unprofitable for the mechanical majarity
of their apponents to, exercise their right to reject
that measure. And the moment it becomes politically
unprofitable for a party majority ta do a thing it
wilI nat do it-if it bas its eyes open. 0f course,
such a body of weighty Senators might embarrass
certain mercenary politicians of the "baser sort"
even on the Government side. These Senators
would reject their bad measures, even if they had
passed the Commons. But this would be quite as
gaod a thing for the Government as it would be
ta have its worthy measures carried through the
Senate in spite of numerical weakne-s.

ISHOULD think that this suggestion of mine
would appeal ta, ail practical politicians. It

would save the Senate for themf. At present, they
are in great danger of losing it; and it amaunts
ta a tidy bit of "patronage." They will lose it
forever if it once becomes an elective body; and
an elective body it wili become if Gavernments con-
tinue ta make the sort of appaîntments they have
been ail tao prone ta mnake in the past. But its life
as an appaintive body can be iengthend by con-
spicuausiy good appointments. "But"-the poli-
ticians wiil say-"what benefit will it be for us to
keep it if we must always make good appointments ?"
Ah-h. I had not thought of that. Perhaps, it
wouldn't. But it would rejoice any statesman, who,
may be in sight, ta see the Senate raised ta rea)
Senatorial dignity.

Socialism in United States Polîtics
An Estimate of "Bill ' Haywood of the I. rW. W.

:OLITIOS make strange bed-feliows. Socialism
Sgots ane better and puts ail politicians into

ont bed.
At least, with the initiative, the referen-

says, "I fear tht equal
seek who proclaîmi the c

iity which those
50 called social

justice, involves a forced division of pr
that mieans, Socialiani." lIn the prçs(
abouts of public sentiment, this aire,
like a voice f romn the nast. Who "thos

of practical politics.
What is it that

Socialism into this a
and Bull Moose plat;
planks and struck s
tht nation's PresideT
social revolution ?

By A NEW-YORK-CANADIAN


