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go of thtc light reached up and probed the dull-grey sky in(>
21 dressed mentarily, like sudden flashes f roma giant searchý
the dress- lights. Where the barrage piayed on our front line
n the bat-~ of trenches the gioom was pierced at regular inter.
charge of vals with the sparkllke flash of bursting shrapnel.

rs hoe sent The vauit abeve No Man's Land was filed with phos-
)howie con- phorescent star-.-heis andi bieod-red rockets calng
mnan went foi our artillery. Perey did net appreciate the scene

shail net at the time, but the picture became -registered sub-
ryanre- consciousiy and camne back to hima with striking,

days later force after it mas all pver.
»"cements. Presently the barrage lifted fromi the first line of
li Its new trenches to the secon d line. A new; sound became
Fritz had audible above the druin-beat of the barrage-lt was

g one pile. the hectic rattie of machine gun and rifle fire. The
w men te Germans were over the top.
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Les.
en lu Ne Man's Land.
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almost within reach of their Airst deffniteoebi
which was the ridge along the brow of whl,
the support trench, just behind Percy's gun.
this crest they could operate against the va
which the buik of the B3ritish artiiiery was ioc

By orderingý a zero fuse Percy ired shrapnel,
burst beautifully just in front o! the gun, pie
great furrows in the advanclng masses. The
ers shied violentiy te right and left, ieavlng
in front o! the gun. Into this gap jumped a C
under officer, charging wldly at the gun. Th
loaded hurriedly and Perey puiled the flrlng
but tee late, for the German was already tot
and the shell went past hinm before expiodlng

Perey was iooking frantlcaiiy for somethin
which te de fend hiniself, when the Gerinan
through the bushes and rounded the side of t
with poised bayonet. Ail seemed. oecr, wh
German f el, klled by a builet from. a trench 1

At practleaily the same moment the infan
hind the gun, on a front o! about one bundred
rose froni the trenciies with a shout and chare
Germans Shaken by the erdeal o! charging il
mouth of a fild gun, they turned and fled.
ia!antry halted at the hedgo slftelding the gr
fllnging a cordon around It and back to tbe
conceaied themseives in the long grass and V
deveiopments.

The German retired te the second line tre
reorganize. Meanwhlle some gunners appear
Perey and his lnfantry gun crew were rellevE
heur lator a conter-attack drove the enemy
the captured trenches. That was the first
Perey heard when he reached the dressing-ý

"Our Battery" bas aiways maintained that
Victoria Cross Perey won on that occasion, l'e
4bank the F'Ianneries more than anything els
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