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wth cold water-abaut 45 degres-and
ta add to this, the edge of the floating
beg let water seop up into the nt.
The average man would have given long
oddsagainst that youngster ever hatehing
out alive.

"Sun's up!" called the boy from i is
bunk; "Oh,' do let's hurry and get that
looii's piture."p
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Lifting Loo, e gs out of the neqt.

awing; they look mmueh like the big western
griebe thon, but they arc ahead of the
griebe, for these ivr only Iearning ta
fy -%vhen the Otober migration was on.

Thecild, cold days of November drew
near and stili the býons stayed; ice came
at night, sealing the wild rice bcds andi
thc smaller bays, and they ail took wing
for the soutb, save one aduit bird. I
presume ho could not take wing on1
nccount (À thc calm air or somo sight
injury; anyhow ho was seen next morning

1 the island's shore as we pas.,ed along-wo
shot the canoe across the tiny bay. This
time the female, sitting far out ini the laite

ghad given one low eal-I hoard it; so
g did the male-and hie slipped off.the nest

and was away outsido us when wo peered
s at the nst-one egg and one downy black
t youngster. Laddie pushed the canoe close

to the nest and fondlcd the babo,- coal
black, soft and silky; cye, down, feet,
bill, ail inky black, save a white spot on-
the broast. He lifted the unhatched egg
and I snapped hlm. -

t was a. glorious sigbt so seo thià not-
tired maie taire to wing. Ho could not
do so if it was doad calm withoigt an
intense effort; often defeated- but there
was a sweot littie May wind blowing, and
hoe started by spattering the water with
the tips of bis wings and kicking it with
biis foot. After about fifty yards of this
liard work hie got bis big body clear of
the surface and fanned heavily with bis
îings; another fifty yards and hie cleared . ....
the lake and rose into the air; thon off ho
went at a good thirty miles an hour for
a breather. Much later we saw jin
eoming back-witb the wind-fully sixty
mies an hour this time. Ho wanted to
settie in a clear place of about a haif mile
square, and hoe came about ini a great
curve with shrieking pinions, and swept
back on bie own course like a flash of light.
Around bie went in a full cirele, ever lower-
ing, with a noise as of a mighty wind
sweeping through the trees. Down,
(lown hoe comes-right about to the wind
hoe heads again, and strilces the small
waves of the lako like a great white bail.
Bounse, bounoe, bounce-a canoe length g

teach time-then ho cuts ahead in a greatS.ee fld1V gent)P the
furrow of white water and stops, shakoes
bis big wings, throws bis big irrideseent Pure velvety lather of Fairy

'head up, and fils his lung good and fulliopmisinadoto
Cand savs, "A-Leoo-o---A-Loo-oa-a." No Sa ran nadoto

y' wonder the boy says, "Oh! some bird your pores - how soft and
'th'iteh?"

For yet over two weeks the handsome glowing it leaves "fr~kn
pair sat on that bog edge or swam with Uo

ýe the youngsters (for there were two now)
Salongside, nover swimming afar off, as

big, snapping turties and passing hawks
Sand sliding, wriggling black anakes and
Imighty flsh were ail hungry for such

dainty morsels. WNhenever we passed,
is for wve were after other pietures naw, the
sq parents cailed softly 'ta the yaung and
d swami off, coaxing them along witi cails
pas sweet as any dove or song bird evor

n gave. t is wonderful -the number of
calis these big, savage birds have; calis

*so soft and low and quavring-down the
d wee black chape would -'plop," then down
le tIrè big ones would sink as if drawn
C. siently from bclow. Or, if wedared to -____

LS prch they would q" screaching
dly evdetlysoe dremeaning in

Le the cails, too, for other loans from othor
le hatching waters, wouW me swiftly and I
ýd jars in and tell us coilec î)vely just what
't tbey thought of us. Finaliy, about
ke September, we saw one of the young birds
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Loons nest and the twvo eggs Of the grcal
Northern Diver in Rice Lake, Ont.

"No burry, Laddie, I can't snap lis
until eleven o'clock witbout pointing thg:
ions dead on to thc sun, but you ma3
hurry and get up and get a pieture ofv
boy ashng, himiself in a nmceclear, eol<
lake." (Laddie Jr. looks over my shouldei
as I write this and says I take a bas(
advantage of hlm, as I nover tell when1
get Up late.)

After breakfast and a fow lossons wv
pusbed the dear old canoo out, and1
took tho bow seat.

"lWe'il foal that Wise old loon thi
morning, Laddie; l'Il have both camera
ready, and you will shoot ber silently anc
swiftly rigbt past the -%%-e point and stol
in the middle of the bay, and l'Il get hiui
sitting and coming."

"Yen, you wil," ho called unbelievingly
Silently we swept down the long bayanè
silently I shipped my paddle and set th(
small box camera on top of the big reflex
Sioently as a ghost the canoe sid along, a
the lad was muffling bis strokes by slid
ing bis t1humb along the gunwale--ont
long, swift stroko and we pas.sed the littlq
point that shut in the tiny bay-ang:
there sat the big bird withm ffteen fee
of us. H1e had not heard us. Instantly hg
thrtnw bis bead forward; out as flat aq an:
snake hoe lay; the canoo came to a dea(
stop. "Snap!" sang the "bulet."-dowi
1 passed it-up came the reflex: "Clang!'
sang t he focal piano shutter, just as thi
great bird leaped in a smother of foar
and splashing water and dived beneath usi

"I said you would, didn't 1?" laugheg
thc boy.

"Yes, I beard you say it; it's easy, mi
lad. 1 don't want to blow my 0Wn
bugle, but if you hnad to picture you
brtfht afid then shoot it for the pot* or ti
ilake it a bit hafder, shoot it and thei
picture it, and'find you could do eithe
in the space of on-e'second(, you woul(
laugh at. using two camieras. . We coul(
even set the cameras here and make thi
loomi take its own picture, but I fea
risking the machines in this uncertaii
climiate, and we bayve a fuit life of thi
loon in the negative box anyhow."

"Two eggs this time," holi answered
Yes, not only had the big birds sheltere(
the one precious egg, but the female ha(
added the second onç, and this makesi
fuit eluteh, as we nover found more thai
two e ggs in a nest-miore often one.

-Look it the'old fellow prancing," cailci
lie Iboy. True cnough, like a big whit

miathe infuriateil bird spatterei
abong the surface of the lake on its out
sirend feet, balancing eleverly on it
wîngl-s at t unes, but usually doing wondei
fli tur-ns wthI body and neck straigi
u et and irgs tightly foldcd.

\tzain they refu.sed to let us got withi
lms' engthb. so I did not snap) thon-

\imther dav, and we di-,turbed about
h usn inging bluebillis gravelling o.
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