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Pussy Willow.

0 prim littit pussits, s0 straight in a

row,Wtt tails curled up, and wtt heads
bowed low,

You're, aslecp in your cradies, a-swing
a'er tht stream

And you're dreaming, a wonderf ai
sweet hlte dream.

By-and-by, whtn tht south wind's
sof t breath steals tht snow,

And from haunts, the arbutu.s cornes
dailying slow;

When tht crows in tht elrn hold a
solemn debate,

And the blue-bird's sweet heart is
trilied out ta his mate.,

Then, gray littît pussies, you'lI wake
in surprise,

And blink ail tht sltepiness out of
your tyts;

And some iovely morning when the
woodpecker taps,

He'll find yo u ail dressed in your yel-
low plumed caps.

Gottiag the Garden Ready.

Spring gardeningý operations are
generally begun eariy in the season
because of tht enthusiasm wW.ch
takea possession of tht loyers of
flowera at that time. In this country
it id aeldom possible ta do riealy
satisfactory work in the garden be-
foare the middle of May. Often it is
ntcessary ta wait until tht 2th of
tht month. Bear in mind that it dots
nat pay ta be in too great a hurry
ta begin.

Tht first thing ta do is ta decide
on tht size and location of the beds.
Tht simpler the formn tht more satis-
factary tht resuit. Elaborate work
i making a flower-bed is sure ta cali
attention ta its dttails, and tht
flowers thus become accessories ta
the general plan, not tht chief factors
in it,1 as they should be. I woud not
advist wide beds; it is difficuit ta
take praper care of them. Thr-vt
should be of a width ti.at will allo w
yau ta work ta tht middle of thtm
from each sidt.

Tht first thing ta do in tht uine of
active garden work is the spading of
the beds. Throw up the sOu ta tht
depth of at least. a foot. Neyer be
satisfied with simply scratching aver
tht surface with a rake. You cannot
graw good flowers in that way.
Loosen and mellow the sou sa that
tht roots of plants will find no diffi-
culty in penetrating it and reaching
down ta a depth where there is likely
ta be permanent moisture.

Do nat attempt ta puiverize tht
soil as fast as you spade it up. You
cannot do that then. It will break
apart into littît lumps, but this does
no good. Leave it .iust as thrown
up fram tht spade for three or four
days for Surplus water ta drain out
of it. The sun and air wili have a
mellawing effect on it. After ex-
posure ta the elements it will crumble
readily under the application of the
liot. Do flot be satisfied wîth it untii
you have it as fine and mellow as it
is possible ta mnake it. More seed
fails ta germinate from being sown
in lumpy soul than froni any one
other reason.

Few souls are naturally so rich that
they do flot require the addition of
some kind of fertilizer. While it is
truc that fairly good plants <'an be
grown in ordinar -0o1, it is equally
truz that realliv ffe mies cannot he
grown unless they are fed onrich,
food. You mulst aim, thereforéý ta
secure the most perfect development
POssih1,e, and this development mnl;t
go for\wa»ýrd ;teadilv. and as rapidly
ilS i5ý coistent with the health and
vigor of the plant. This cannot he
dlue lleqss vOln ýiipPlV ut with ail the
clenients of 1)pint-Ife éduring the

'ak tiges of its ,-nwfb.
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IT IS A PLEA SUREi
TO PUMPCaters rumps

Thoy woârk easy and throw a
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cured at the stores where agricul-
turai goods are sold. There are miany
kinds of commercial fertilizers on
the market, and nearly ail are good.
Let the dealer in your locality select
the kind for you, and advise the pro,
portion in which it should be uîed
Work ît into the soil well, that it
mýXbe eveniy distributed.

Mayamateur gardeners make thi,
mistake of having the paths betweeï.
the beds sa narrow t hat it is die- .
cuit ta get about without trampliï
down the branches which reach oveFý
the edge of them. Four feet is noe
too wide.

In locating your plants be sure that
yau understand their habits, and are
able ta assi them their places m*-.
tell*gently. ¶eep the tail-growu,
kinds ta the rear, where they1
serve as a background for those .i

lowef< growth, and se .graduate the:-in the beds that thase guven places 1Jý.the immediate fareground will JW
thase of neary creeping habit 11k>
the Portulaca or Verbena.

Every gardener ought ta provi4e
himself at the beginning cf the se&.
son with an outfit of tools, cansisting
of a hoe, an iran rake, a transpiantin~
trowel, and a weeding-hoak. Thé'
best hoe for gentrai use is ocie
shaped like a V, with a bandit fitting,
into a socket in tht middle cf it.
This gives you practically two hoe.
in on-cnt havin g a. wide blade, the
other a point. This point enables
yau ta work close ta tht plants witb-
out running tht risk of cutting thein
off, as you are likeiy ta do with àa
wide-bladed hot. The best weeder i.
claw-shaped, and uproots wetds with
great tase and dispatch. You can,4b
mort with it in haif an hour than yâtz
can do with yaur hands in a day, and
do it without much effort. It 9tirs
the soi ta the depth of an inch or .
twa while puiiing weeds, thus an-'
swering a double purpose.

In making flawer-beds it is flot a4.
visabie ta elevate thiem above the
surrounding level. Raised beds shied
ramn, and in consequence dryon
more rapidly than 'evel ones.

If the sou s hard and ciayey, add-
sand, aid mortar-anything that will
have a tendency ta make it lighter
and more poraus. A comparatively'
open soul wiil stand drought mucU
better than a hard and compact On&'

A Garden-at No Ccst.
In this article I want ta tell people

how they can have a garden that wiii
be decidediy novel ini its make-up,,
and will cost them nothing excet
the work and time of making it. Tcg:-
idea is ta have a gardtn of native
plants-plants abtained from the'
woodside, the pasture and tht wood-
land. This can be dont with buth
littie trouble.

To make sucb a garden a successý-
you must endeavar ta give the plants-
you bring ta it from tht fields and;
forests a soul simiiar to that in whiçh.
they originaiiy grew, and ta so place
themn that original conditions mnay
be imitated as nearly as possible. By
this I mean that shade-ioving plants
shouid be afforded shelter from the-
suni and that those which grew ini
moist places shouid bt pianted, if
possible, where their roats can have
mare maisture than they would get
if gîven a place on a knoll,' or an-
otherwise exposed location, whi:e
those which are not particular as tu.
the positions they occupy Can bc

0ic any and everywhere.
'Most nativee plants easily adapt

themrselves to cond&tions quite tilte~
those under which they formeetY
grew, but some of the maost desirabit
sorts, like the Ferns and the Tril-
Iiunms, insist on having proper attenl-
tion paid ta their fandness for shade,
and will stubborniy refuse ta grow if
this is ignored.

0f course, if you plan yotir nativC'
garden on anythling but the snfll't5t
scale it will be necessaryv for yOfl tO
ohtain con.iderable soil from the
native 'haunts of the plants YOll use
i, u,der to make sure of their doinig
well. This may invoive a littie et-
pens' if youi are not the no_"'(,rT Of a
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