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where the River is divided bv a Rock, upon which a
convenient Forc might bc built, which might "be cut
off by bringing the Water around it. It is about 60
Leagues from this Fork to the Faftory: They faid
here Eight Davs to hunt for Provifions; there not
being plenty of Game upon the Eaft Branch, which is
the Way he went down, it being the fhorteft Paffane;
‘at the fame t1ime another Fleet of 100 Canoes went
down the Weltern Branch; it was the 2gth of Juné,
N. S. when he got to the Fa&ory ; and the other Party
who went down the other Branch, were Three Wecks
later. From this Fork to within Four or Five Leagucs
of the Fort, the Banks are -high, drd of red Earth,
from which he calls the River from the Fork, the River
de Terre rouge ; and from that Place they defcend gra-
ddally to the Sea, until they are near 2 Warer Level;

the Current was very cafy from the Fork to the Fort,
the Ifland to Wetward of their Channel was full of

Wood, but the Country above and_ beyond the othes

Bank was not fo woody.” They were about Threé
. Weeks in going from the Fork ‘to the Fattory; for
the Indians told him, notwithftaridihg it was fo warm
and pleafant in paffing down the River, ard the Trees
fully blown, that when they would come near the
Sea, they would it find it very cold, with Snow and Ice
in the River, and the Trées but jdit beginning to bud;
and aceordingly they delayed going down fo foon as
they otherwife might, or they could have gone down
in Four or Five Days: This he could riot edfily be-
lieve, confidering how forward the Spring was there,
and the Weather fo -warm; but when he camne within
Four or Five Leaguts of the Fort, whert the Land
began to flope towards the Sca, he then found a dréat
deal of Icein the River,and the Trees but it bud-
ding; and when he got to the Yort, the Snow fell in
ore Night Three or Four Inches thick; but all
above, along the River, the Climate and Seafon was
warm, and the Trees all in high Bloom.

‘Two Davs after he got to York Fort, one of the
Monfoni Indians arvived there with his Wik, hé had
Four Packs of Beavers of 40 each; he told Him he
came by the River and Lake Du Pigue; and wis Two
Years hunting from thence before ht got to the Potr;
that he had abour Sixty Land Carriages, pafling from
Lake to Lake, having no Rivers running the Courle
he came, except one which he paffed down for Two
Days; he came to one very eoveat _Lake, in which he
cou}l,d difcover no LandTriYTci{hcr Sidé; but paffed
along it, from Iffand to Iftand, which took Kim up a
confiderablé timé. :

" The Indians being obliged to go alliore every Day
to hunt for Provifions, delays them véry hich in tHeir
Voyages; for their Canots are fo' Imall, holdihg only
Two Men and a Pack of 193 Beavers Skifls, thar cheéy
can’t carry Provilions with "them for any" Tidre; if
they had latger "Caroés, thry could Tk theit
Vojages fhotter, dnd ¢arry miny indte Beavers 19
Market, 4t feaft” Fodr times as mdny, befides' other
Skins of Value; which ar® td6 heavy for théir prefénc’
Canoes: This; ‘and the high Price fer upod the
Eurbpeain Goods By the Coinpany ih Exchatge, difco-
rages the Nivives fo rluchs that if it Were dot that’
they are udder a Neceffity of hiding Guas, Powder
and Shot, Hatchets, and bttier- Iron Todls fof tlreir
Huhtiig, and Tob¥cco, Brandy, and formé Ifaint for
Luxury, they would ridt go-dowd to thd Fattdry with
what they now carrj: At prefent thej [éave gidac
Numbers o6f Furs ‘and Skins beffind tiedh. A _gdod
Hunter amodg thé Thdidds ¢ah kil 608 Beivériim a
Seafon, "and can carry down But 106 ; the réft fi'tfcs’
at howme, or hangs ditn) ‘offoR Btimtches of -Trds,
upon the Death of their ‘Childrén; as an Offtirihg Yo
thetti; “or ‘ule them for Bedding dhd Coverings: -They
fofictimes “butn off the Far, ind ‘tdaft thé Beiveis
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like Pigs, upon any Entertainments: and they often
Ikt them rot, having no forther Ufe of them. The
Beavers, lié fays, are of Three Colours ; the Brown
reddifh Colour, the Black, and the White: The firft
is the cheapeft: The Black is moft valued by the
Company, and in Englénd: The White, though moft
vilued in Cénada, giving 18 Shillings, when others
give Five or Six Shiliings, is blown upon by the
Cempany's Fa&ors at the Bay, they not allowing fo
much for thefe as for the others; and therefore the
Indians ufe them dt home, or burn off the Hair, when
they rodft che Beavers like Figs, at aa Entertainment
when they feaft together: He fays; thefe Skins are
extremely white, and have a fine Luftre, no Snow
being whiter, and have a fine fong Fur or Hair; he
has feen ig taken of that Colbur our of une Ladge,
or Pond. Thé Deavers have Three Enemie¢s, M,
Otters, and the Carcajon, or Queequehdchy; which

_prey updn thém, when they take them at an Advan-

tage ; the Jaft is as large dsa very great Dog; it has
a fhort Tail like a Deer or Hare, and has a good Fury
valued at a Beaver and half in Exchinge. 'The Bra- -
ver’s chicfeft Food is, the Poplar, of Tremble; but
they alfo eat Sallows, Alders, and mott other Trees
not having a refinous Juice; the middle Bark is their
Food: In May wheh the Wood is not plenty, they
live upon a large Root, which grows in the Marfhés, a
Fdthonv long, and as thick as a Man’s £.cg, the French
call it Polet ; but the Beavers are not fo good [Food as
when they fred upon Trees, They will cut down
Trees above Two Fathoms in Girth with their Teéth;
and one of thém obferves when it is rfeady to fall, and
gives a great Cry, ardd ruds the conrrary Way, to give
Notice to the reft to get out of the Way; they then
cut off all the Top Twigs, and finaller Branches; Tivo
or Three Fathoms in Length, and draw them tw their
Houles, which they have built in their Ponds, after
having raifed or repaired their Pond-nead, and made
it ftainch, and thruft ode End into the Clay-or Mad,
that they may lie under Water all the Wmter, to preférve
the Bark green and ténder, for their Winter Provifions;
after cuiting off the frhall Branches, they cut and
cdrry away the larger, until they come to the Bole of
the Tree, Thé Bravérs are dceliciois Food; but the.
Tongue afid Tail thé moft delicious Parts of the whole s
They are very fat from November, until the End of
March; théy have their Young in the Beginning of
Summer,; at which Time the Ferales aré lein By
fuckling their Young; and the Males afe lean the
whiole Summer, when they are making or repairhig
their Ponds and Houfts, and cutting down and provid-
ing Timber and Branchés for their Wintér Store. They:
breed dnce in a Year, and havt from Ten to Fifteenr
a: a Litcer, which grow tp in one Scafon; f{o thdt chey”
thuliiply very faft, and if they can empty a Pond; aid
tdke the whole Lodge they gencrally ledve a Pair o
breed, fo that they are fully ftucked zgain in Two ‘or
Three Years. :

- ‘The Loup Cerviery or Lynx, is of the Cat Kind, - but
as large as a great Doz i it preys upon all thé Beafts' it
caa tonquér, as does thé Tyger, which is thé only Bedit:
in thit Country that won’t fly frorh a Man,  + °

- THe Aniericak Oken or Béeves, havé 4 lafge Burich
upod their Backs, which is by far thé moft ‘delicibug
Part of them for Food, it béing all as {Weét as Markow;*
juicy and rich, and Weight {everal Pouhds. © N

The Indians Welt of the Bay, livifig an efrati¢
Life, can have no Benehit, by tabre Fow! or Catre;
théy foldeth fhif above a Fortnight 1h 2 Place, Tilely
tHey find Pledty of Gamé: Whén they retiove; ‘aftér
having Built théit Hut, they dilprlé 1o get Gamre for
théir Fddd; and meet dghin ar Nights sler hading
ki!kd"- édotigh to ‘maintaid themn for uR# Day ;- the
don'c b dbove a Lédfue or Twe fréin. their Hur

When



