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a Loyal'Canadian .- statesman. During bis long and acýive publie career, he rendered such

éminent service to, bis country as Ëairly entitles him -to a high place in the record -of, her honored

dead. He was first elected ta Parliament after'the Union -in March, 1841,. and continued ta.
represent bis native county in the House of Assembly uhtil 1857, being many times elected-,

without opposition; in 1857, he was returned for Corn'all, bis younger brother, the présent

tieutenant-Gov-rnôr of Ontario, being returned for the county of Glengarry, and -contin''d ta

sit for Cornwall. until'his dea in 72. In 1S49-he was pointed Solicitor-Genetal'ih th

Baldwin -Lafontaine govemment, oldincr that office until * that administmtion'-,was dissolved in

185 1. In 1852 was elected Speaker in Québec, and held 'that -position until the dissolution'in

18-54 ; and in 18.58 he became Attorney-General in the Brown-Dorion gavernment. In

March, 1862, upon'the defeat of the Macdonald-dartier government, hewas ealled u*pon to form

a new administration, holding the position of Attorney-General luntil. March, 1864, whén

with 'bis colleagues he resigned office. In 1867 he was elected ta the first législature for,

the", Province Of Ontario under Confede-ration"and was shortly therea'fter» entrusted. by Général

Stisted, the first Governor of Ontario, witb the fanËation of the Govemment.' Although he

had opposed the Confederdtion of the Provinces as an act- of the Exeêutive, without4he people

being consulted, yet he determined, as soon as it had become un'fait a.ccompli, to do all in bi-ý

power ta assist in the working and development "of ýhe scheme. Recègnisin g* -thé fact that -

Confédération bad bèen brought about by the combined assent of the Conservatives aüd. a large

majority of the Reformers, he decided that the Conservatives should have a share in the first
Government, and acccrdingl f

y he formed a Coalition Ministry, consisting o two Reformers besides

bimself, and two Conservatives. With this Cabinet he framed all the la"s and system for the

administration of the Province, and though he was ever ready to make ample provision for the

unfortunates beteft of reason, and, for the général development of the co'untry,,bewas.scrupu-

lously careful to keep the expenditure far below the revenue. SôwelldidIesucceed.inýcarry-

ing out bis policy.;of economy that, when lie went > out of office in December 1871, he left a

surplus of $3,00Q'990 in the treasury. Ris policy of ý economy was not the. out,,ýgrowth of

parsimonious instincts, but was based upoù the conviction thatthe'revenue of the Province,

-tî;ould not always be sa large, and it was therefore necessary to husband its resources and pro-

vide for the future. The wisdom of bis policy is more appreciated now than it was whilst hé

was in. power. To recapitulate the législative Acts and important mea.sure's for which Canada

is indebted to Mr. Macdonald, would occupy far more spà£e than is available here. Ind'eed a

Complété biography of -bis active life would fill. a 'volume. Although he was devoted'to the

-Libéral cau'ehe.was'-'not an extreme Reformer,, and, on that account, he never had the support

of the Globe newspaper. It wâs, therefore, with a view of -inaugurating a moderate tone in

polities that he took a leading part in the organization of the Mail iiewspaper'which, shortly
after the déath of Mr. Macdonald, deviated from the intentions of the promoters, and became..


