JOURNAL OF THE REV. JOSEPH BAXTER.

-

don Sibley, the learned librarian of [larvard College, to present to the

" readers of the Register, verbatim, lileratim et pzmc!ahm, the very

valaable Journal kept by the Rev. Joseph Baxter while missionary

to the Indians at Arrowsw island, Maine, in the early part of the

18th century.

The Journal, whlch s written in Mr. Baxter’s own, hand ‘has
upon thé title- -page the followmn' memoranda :

"¢« Medfield, 16th Jan., 1826, This MS. was sent to me by Rcv
Thomas \fIason of \Ionthﬁeld, Mass., a lineal descendant of Rev.

- Joseph Baxter. Reference is perhaps made to this book at the begin-

ning of Medfield Church Records. : A D..C. Sa~pers. »

The Rev. Joseph Baxter® was the son of Lt. John Baxter of Brain-
tree, Mass., and was born'in that town in 1676, His «rvandfather Gre-

~ gory Baxter po%xbly a relative of the celebrated author of the ‘¢ Saints’

Rest,”” settled-in Braintree in 1632, Joseplh® was graduated at Har-

vard College in 1693, and ordained at Medfield ( Allen erroneously says

Medford) April 21, 1697. Ante, xx. 57. - He kept an exact record ‘of
the: baptlsms, a.dmlssmus to the church, &c during his ministry, the
last entry in‘which is, ‘- The sacrament of the Tord’s Supper was
administered Nov. 2, 1729. Total 197 times.”

He was a man of promise, and when Gov. Samuel Shute v1s1ted
Arrowsic for the parpose of forming a treaty with the Indians in the
summer of 1717, he selected Mr. Baxter as a person well qualified to
disseminate the goqpel among the aborigines of the East, and to win
them to the English, as well as to the celestlal crown.

heartily dedicated himself to the self-denying task of publishing the

" gospel among the Indians, and though he had not the scholarship or

wit of his opp(ment Seba%tlan Rale, l;e nevertheless engaged in. his

the hostile attitude of the Indians broke up the mission,
It will be seen by the journal that he began at once to learn. the
Abnaki lan guage, and that he labored as he bad opportunity to instruct

‘the savages in ‘the prmmples of the gospel and to fulfil ev ery duty of

his holy mission.
In a letter addressed to Inm as also in another to Gov Shute, the
Jesuit, who was truly a finc Lati cholar, bpeaks contemptuously of

.Mr. Baxter’s want of skill in Latin ‘composition ; but the Governor |
‘most sensibly tells the Frenchman that the main qualification of a mis-
. sionary to the barbarous Indians was *“ not to be an exact scholar as to -

the Latm tongue, but-to bring them from darkness to the lxght of the

VVE are happy to be able, through the courtesy of Mr. John Lang— :

This dla.ry sheds new light upon an interesting period in the Colo- -
* . nial history’ of Maine, and shows that the attemptq to.evangelize the -
. Eaztern Indians were more earnest and effectual than is rvenerdlly :
" supposed.

Inspired by “the great example of Eliot 'md Mayhew, he most

work with all his ‘heart, and continued laboring fanthfully until




