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so many wvriters and statesmien, and
the sweet srniles of so many noble
rnatrons."*

The trial dragged on for seven
long- years. In its early stages
attendance tiiereat wvas the fashiion-
able function of bigh life. As iucýi
as fiftv gulineas were paid for a
single admission tic]-:ct. The inter-
est wvaned titi the wvhole thing bc-
camne an insufferable bore. M\,-any
who took part at its beginning biad
tlicmselves gone to the Great As-
sizes before its close. O f one
hiundred and sixty nobles wvbo had
wai!-ed ii procession on its open-
ing, day, before its close sixty bad
been laid in their famiily vaults."
Only twenty-nine peers voted. On
Inost of the twenty-two charges
miade against the gret overnor of
India bie was unanimously absolved.
Onlv six voted agyainst himi on any
of thiem. "He wvas called to the
bar, infornied from the wvoolsack
that the Lords had acquitted him,
and soleminly discharg-ed. He
bowed respectfullly and retired."
He wvas, however, a ruined man.
The expenses of bis defence were
over fifty thousand pouinds. He
lived tbirty-three vears in retire-
ment, and died in 1819 in the
eigbhty-sixthi year of bis age.

<Only one cemietery," says
Macaulav, " was worthy to contain
bis remiains. In that temple of
silence and reconciliation, whiere
the enmiities of twentvi gfenerations
lie buried. in the Great Abbey
whichi bas for ages afforded a quiet
resting-place to tbiose w'hose minds
and bodies have been sbattered by
the contentions of the Great Hall.
tlie dust of the illustrious accused
should have been mingled wvith the
clust of the illustrious accusers.
Thiis wvas not to be. Yet the place
of interment was not iii chosen.
Bchlind tbe cliancel of the parisli

*Abrndgcd froni 3Niaciaulfy's essay on
Warren Hastings.

chiurch of Daylesford, iii earth
whicb already held the bones of
many cliiefs of the bouse of Hast-
ings, wvas laid the coffin of the
glreatest man who bas ever borne
that ancient and widely extended
nine. He had at leng th gone
down to bis grave in the fulness of
age-in peace, af cer so miany
troubles; ini honour, after so iliuch
obloquy."

Far bappier wvas Iiis fate tban
that of Lord Clive, the merchant's
clerk who founded an empire wbere
the foot of an Alexander biad fal-
tered, wh'o after \vinning dizzy
hieigbts of faine, biad ingloriously
perislied by bis own band before
hie liad conileted bis fiftli decade.
Promi early youtli, savs M\acaulav,
bie bad been subject to fits of that
strange mielancholy «'which re-
joiceth exceedingly and is glad
wben it can fin*d the grave." Twice
biad lie, when stili a writer in M%/ad-
ras, attempted to take his life. Tbe
clouds wbichi bad long gatbered
round bis mind closed in thick
darkness. I-e g-ave Britain an em-
pire, she gave bimi a titie and an
early gyrave.

Thbe great Hall of William Rufus
is to-da y tbe noble vestibule of the
-Flouses of Parliament, and as the

miembers of tbe Government
traverse its longr extent between a
double row of marbie statesmen, the
l)usts and statues of those whio like-
wise once walked this way in flesh
and blood, tbey pass over a bridge
w~hose arcbways are the centuries
wbicb bave spanned the bistory of
their country. Tbe Palace confers
dignitv upon the Hall, and tbe Hall
confers antiquity upon the Palace.

To Amnericans and to Englishmen
alike it is conimon ground. Witlhin
these %valls and beneath this roof
the foundation stones of the Con-
stitution of the United States, as
well as the fouindation stones of the
British Empire, were laid. It is as


