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Before tht apostolic Church hadt passcdl away or the perse-
cution ai tht Christians had begua, howvever, there lived ina
Alexandria in Egypt a philosopher named Philo. Ht was a
bighly conaected Jew, about sixty-nine years ai age wben aur
Saviaur was cruciied, arnd Jîved for several years afterwards.
Although flot in constant ielowsbip with the apostits in
Jewry, he is considtrtd by many eminent men ta bave beta
a Christian.

Among bis witiags this passage, referriag ta the manner
ai social work at Alexandrn, occurs :"lAter supper sacred
songs began. When ail were arisen they selected from the
rest two chairs, onteaifamen and one ai womea, in order ta
celebrate some great festival, and tram eacb ai themn a per-
san ai majestic forai, and %well skilled in music, was chosea
ta lead the band. They then chanted hymas in honaur ai
God camposed in différent measures and modulations, now
singiag together and naw answerîng each other by turas."

Ignatius, tht disciple and companion ai the aposties, wha
was niartyred betweea îo6 A.D. and i i &%D.,wrting ta the
Ephesian Church, used expressions that would tead tht reader
taeien that Christians emnployed! music in their public praîse-
13y tht word music s meant somtthing mare than tht ancient
methad ai chantiag the Hebrew psalter.

Justin Martyr wrte an Apology, or vi,ldication ai the
Chrstian faith, ta tht emperar, Antoninus Pius, la tht year
150 A.D., lan hich bct speaks ai tht believers sînging hymas.
This faithful man ai God was martyred la 167 A.D.

In the earliest ,otices we have occurring in any pagan
'vriters ai thîs second century, st is notewvortby that Christians
are represented as beginnAng their services with praise, lit-
erally obtyîng tht command. " Corne before His presence
with thanksgivîng," "lEnter inta His gates wth thanksgiviag
and into His courts wth praise."

Plîny, for instance, wrote «a leter ta the emperar, Trajan,
about the begînng ai tht second ctntury accusiag the Chris-
tians ai neglecting ta sacrifice, and that they met together be-
fore tht isîng af the sua ta sîag Ilhymas ta Christ as teaa
God.» Probably some ofthern would bt Messianic psalms.

Tertuilian was a seven-year-old lad when Justin Martyr
was martyred, and about tht year 200 A.D. Wrtt that tht
Chrîstians sang compositions bascd on portions ai tht boly
Sciptures. " Every ane sung abyrrin out ai the Bible or ai bis
awn campositing, approving ourselves grateful ta God by
celebrating His praises with hymas and other solemnities."

lit is truc that tht music would bc very incomplete. No new
species ai it was iavented for the purpose ai praisîng God,
so fir as history can show, and we are leit taeien that while
tht psalmns were still chanted, the tunes used by tht Greeks
in their sangs wert adapted ta their hymas and spiritual
compositions.

Origen (185-254) saYs "Tht Greeks pray in Greek, tht
Romans in Latin, and ther people in the language ai their
own country celebrate tht praises ai God ta tht utmost ai
their pawer." "We sing hymns ta none but tht suprerne
Being, and ta His Son, la tht same manner as they (pagans,
sing ta tht suri, tht moon, the stars, and ail tht heavenly hast.
Ail tht congregation taok part," be says, Ilin good tune and
concert."

It wouid seem that white tht most ancient melodies used
in tht church bad been adopted from tht pagan Greeks, fia
effort was made ta transcribe tbem. They were retained by
memory aniy, and handed down araily tram ont generatian
ta anothen, for fia fragments have been discovered eîther ia
tht east or tht west.

It is very probable that la Palestine and tht adjacent
countries, where tht greater proportion af the church would
bc lews, tht chanting ai psalms as tht aposties and their im-
mediate successors had dont, wauld be retained.

There wert difitrent methods in use iii- tht ancient church
ai periorming psaimody, such as

i. To have the psalm executed by a single voîce, wbilt ail
the congregation listeaed.

2. Ta have tht whoie cangregation chant it together.
3. Ta divide tht congregatian inta two parts, or chirs,

and sing alternate verses.
4. To have ane person sing tht frst bal ai tht verse, and

tht congregation ta finish it.
Perhaps another mtthed was for tht precentor ta recite a

verse, and have tht congregation repeat it aiter hlm.
Wbere paganism prevaileci, however, and tht canvents had

been brought up in tht idolatraus praise ai their gads with-
out having been acquainted witb tht psalter of tht Jewish
Cburch, hymn music wduld bc tht most natural way ai offer-
ing praise. and wauld la ail prababiiity resemble that whicb
had for vears before been used la the temple worship ai bath
Greeks and Romnans. When we consider tht versification of
tht few that have been preserved, as different from that ai tht
psalmns, or any other Hebrew poetry, we bave indisputable
proof of it.

Caming dawn ta tht ealy part ai tht third century we
find that hymns ai human camposition vere used. Ont of
tbem, a hymn ta tht Saviaur, faund in tht writings ai Clernent
ai Alexandria, and composed by him, was likely sung by the
Christians af this Egyptian capital. Ht aiso wrote about the
way they canducted their service ai praise.

"This chosen mounitain ai the Lord, unlike Cithcran
whic hbadt furnished subjects ta tragedy, it is dtdicattc' ta
truth, a mauitain ai greater puity, averspread with chaste
shades. It is inhabited by the daughters ai Gad, tht fair
iambs, who celebrate together tht vererable orgies, colecting
the cbasen chair. The singers are holy men, their sang is
the hymn ai tht Almighty King. Virgins chant, angels
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glanify, praphets discourse wile music sweetly sounditig is
heard."'

During this century influential bishops sometinies intra-
duced these hymas on their awn autharity, but the practice
awakeacd suspicions, and %vas considered irregular by the
Church. For instance, Paul af Samnosata, was blamied bc-
fore the Council at Antioch, in 269 A.D., for discontinuing tht
use ai psalms, and for establishing a new and very objection-
able bymnology.

Coming down ta the fourtb century wt have greater de-
taîls gven, and find that considerable changes bave taken
place.

A great imptîlse was given ta raise by thrce emifleft mea
living apart from each other, aamely, Ephraim at Edessa la
Syria, Chrysostom at Constantinople, and Ambrose at Milan
in Italy.

Chairs have been mentioned already as a part of tht neces-
sary equipment af public praise. Their oigin dates back ta
apastolic timtes, for, as we naticed before, Philo ai Alexandria
wries that thty were employed in bis day.

Tht word choir camtes from a Greek word meaniag ta
dance,aor ta a conipany of dancers. Tht derivation is remark-
able, as it certainly dots not arise from soute similarity ai
sound, or from fancy, as many ai the ancient Hebrew wards
did.

Suidas, who wrote in the tentb century an historical and
literary encyclop;cdia, defines tht word as " a company ai
siagers in a churcb," that is, a chair, and then explains
it in a mare local stase as dancers, and mentions the place
wbere they danced. Homer uses tht word in tht latter stase
1 They made smooth -or level-the place appointed for
dancing."

Ephraim in Syria traiaed chairs la bis time, during tht
fourth century, Ht had ont carnpoied ai "virgias aat, who
sang the tunes he had selectect and set ta tht hymas he had
written.

Thest compositions were maialy historical, treatiag on the
nativity, baptisrn, fasting, passion, resurrection and ascension
oi aur Lord, and were quite suitable for public praise.

Tht chair attended tht services held on tht festivals ai aur
Lord, ai tnt martyrs, and on tht Sabbath. Ephrairn acted as
leader, and white the singing was going on stood in the rentre
ta guide them by bis voice and action. From this timne me-
trical hyrnnology becarne a fixtd elernent in tht worship ai tht
Syriac-speaking churches.

A source ai trouble began now ta bp icît that called for
immnediate action. Private indivAduats tbraughout tht east
had been in the habit ai composing hymas for social worship,
that were sornetines used in their public assemblies . A num-
ber ai these 'vert at variance with the fundameatal doctrines
taught by tht clergy, and were exceedingly dangerous la dis-
seminating heterodox views amang tht ignorant laity. Wben
tht Cburch recognized this state ai things, shte took occasion
at the Council af Laadicea, held about 360 A.D, ta adopt tht
fifty-nintb Canon, which farbade tht use ai "private psalms"
in public worship.

By this time a wondenful change had taken place in the
outward affairs ai the Christian Church. From being dowa-
trodden and persecuted, she had become tht rerognized reli-
gion of tht empire. She was no longer obliged ta hoid ber
assemblies by night la private dwellings, ar dens and caves
of tht earth. Wealth and honaur were showered upon
ber as she enjoved tht world's peace, aad she established
herself in splendid edifices where she could engage in tht
method ai divint worship she desired.

We naw read ai chanters and canons being appoiated ta
officiate daily in tht church.

They were quite distinct fram tht readers, and were . alled
cano'rici or osaltS~. It is impossible ta tell whea they arigi-
nated. It is certain tbey existed previaus ta the Council1 ai
LDodicea rntianed above. They were probably established
in tht Haly Land and centres ai Jewish influence in imitation
ai tht ancient temple worship, and tht pagan Christ ians
would naturaily adopt thern as being in keeping with tht ser-
vice of praise rendered ta their former gods. A canonicus
(from cano ta sing) was ont wha iooked after tht divine wor-
ship, and saw that it was rightiy and regularly periorAned. Sa
great bad hecame tht power and influence ai these canonici
that the Council af Laodicea forbade aIl persans singiag ini
tht churcb except this order, which*had been established for
this purpase.

Tht historian Eusebius, who died 340 A.D., witing ai tht
consecration of churches la the time ai tht Emnperor Con-
stantine, says . "There was ont common consent in chanting
forth tht praises oi God ; tht performance ai service was ex
act ; tht rites ai tht church decent and majestic; and there
was a place appainted for those wha sung psals; youths and
virgins, aid men and yaung." He also tells us that a regular
chair and a wel-defined method ai singing tht public service ai
tht sanctuary were first established at Antioch, tht capital oi
Syria, during tht reiga ai Constantine.

Jerome and Cbrysastom bath state that it was custornary,
an certain nccasien.s at least, ta stand during tht service ai
praist,and some ai tbt Egyptian clergy stood witb autstretched
liands pointing heaveaward white it was being conducted.
Cassian (351-448) further states that while the singers staod
tht congregation remained seated.

Socrates writes that at Canstantinopt tht Arians used ta
go marching thraugh tht streets singing their hymas, and at-
tracted the cammon people. Cbrysostom, ta counteract their
eillorts, ardered the Christians ýa do tht saute. This is tht
flrst mention ai processianai singing by tihe Church.

la tht west during the faurth century, the subject of praise
received a great inipetus under Ambrose, Bishop of Milan (374
-398). A decided cantus %Tas used by hinm for the psalrns.
Eusebius tells us that he rcsided for a long time in Antioch
in Syria, and from there carried hîs melodies ta his western
diocese. By hirn the Ambrosian chants-as they were
called-werc establishcd, and the antiphonic style of singing
first introduced inta Milan.

During this century the psalms of David continued ta be
sung over the whole church in prcscribed courses, or in their
order. On special occasions particular psalrns designated by
the bishop were sung.

Augustine (354-410) in the ycar 384 .fl. wtnt toa Milan, an
unprinciplcd, debauched, but popular teacher af rbetoric.
WVhile there hie heard Ambrose preach, and under bis tcach-
ing was converted in 387 A.D. Going inta the church for the
first Urne after lie becanie a child of God, he writes ." The
vaices flowed in at niy cars, truth was distilled in my heart,
and the affection of piety overflowed in swcet tears of joy.Y
On another occasion he writes that public praise was «'with
a joint harmuny af voices and hear's.1" At this Urne it was
6rst ordered that hymns and psalrns should bie sung ater the
manner of eastern churches.

( To bc Continua!.)

'ABOUT DEGREES.

M R EuîbioR,-l do flot carc Io praise toa much. This is not
a sang af degrees. But 1 do not wish ta be understood as the
1lean and hungry critic " ta whomn the grapes are !our. Having

been opposed ta the acquiring of the degree coaferring power
by theological seminaries, 1 have followed witb some inter.
est the exercAse af that power, and 1 confess, with pleasure
that it bas been exercised with a reasonable amount of flrm-
ness and discretion. The trouble is that pre-emlnent menit is
rare, and s0 it cornes ta pass that mnany of the undubbed
think they are as worthy as those who have got it. Our
ecclesiastical titîts, even rur simple Rev., are conventional
and hstorcal rather than necessary and scriptural. Our
academical talies are conventional and prudential s0 far as the
cnnferring of them Ais concerned. Nobody expects causa
h9noris ta nvarablyAindcate !,cholarshAp or even conspicuous
menit. Why shculd it?

Tht professions are flot evenly balanced in tht matter of
degrees. The young medical man gots out ta tht world a
doctor, and t would save sorne beartburning if a cbeap and
easy process could be discovered by whicb tht young preacher
could also go forth ta bis ;ork a doctor. Then tbose wbo
wvere passed by would not mourn for themnselves or say sneer-
ing things about their more fortunate bretbren. Then the
Beechers and the Spurgeons and tht amaller men who iritate
thern coutd flot confer upon thernselves thtunique distinc-
tion af refusing a degret. It requires more self.centredness
and gentral burnptiousness ta declîne a degret than ta accept
t.

In rny unwise yautb 1 made war against sucb ternis as
Rev., D.D., etc., and such things as gowns and bands, etc.
Now I look back upon tht wasted energy, and say Cui bonot
We may say af these titles and vestments what tht aId
Scotch lady said a bout " total depravity,-". It was a very
good doctrine if it was only lived up ta."1

GUSTAVUS SCHWARTZ.

LEGISLA TION ON SABIL4 rH OBSER VANCE.

M R. EDITOt,-Allow me ta cal) attention ta the fact that
a Bilt bas been introduced in Parliament ta provide for tht
better observa nce af tht Lord's Day. Tht provisions af tbis
Bill will be in tbe line-ai the petitions passed by aur Gentral
Assembly and the petitians circulated by tht Lord's Day AI-
liance.

A good number of petitions in suppoit ai sucb a measure
bas been forwarded ta me, and will be presented in due time,
but rnany more should be sent in, and that just as soon as pas-
sible.

Let the petitions be laid before tht cangregations for signa-
tures, and wben sufficently signed bit farwarded at once ta tht
rnem ber af tht riding in which the signers reside, with the
request that.he present it ta Parliamnent. Hundreds ai sucb
petitians might bt shawered inta tht Hause af Gommons
within a rnonth-within a fortnight even.

Clcrks ai Presbyteries bave been fully supplied witb
forms ai petitians, but if any minister or person wishing ta
get up a petition desire a form, 1 will be glad ta furnish ont.
Tht formn of petîtion rnay be alsa copied fromt tht Assernbly's
Minutes, Appendix 14, P. II I.

I trust that friends ai tht Sabbath will express their sen-
timents tbrough these petitions or atberwise before the Bill
cornes up for a second reading. Now is the apportunity ta
let aur legislators and aur Governmtnt know aur views an this
subject.

Permit me ta remind those addressing documents ta ment.
bers af Parliament that no postage is required thereon, as
mcrnbers send and receive postal matter fret.

W. D. ARMSTRONG.
Convener of Assembiy's Comitie on Sabbath observjance.

THE Ulster Eche says that if Belfast is the headquarters
ai the whiskey tratle in Ireland, it is also tht beadquarters af
tht chief organization in tbat country for caping with the
manifold evils of tht liquor traffic.


