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The readers cf TuE PRIK'VTERaîAN know serre.
thing cf tbe religiaus crisis îlîrough whic'h France is
posssing ai the present dine. From my Iciters on the
Refarmeti Churcla anti is nmissions, It was seen laow
willingly thse people listened te thse te.tching cf tie
Scripiures, many ert hem accepting the Go-;pel anti
ail) ing tbemselvcs witb sarie brnch ai the Protestant
Churcis. My iast letter taîti something cf the Athe.
isni wlîich prevails at the saime lime, anti cf the op-
position tu aIl positive belief wbicb is manifestedl by
a smaîl but grawing party-a party which Is mnakinr.
lîseîf bearti by ils noisy utterances anti inapassioneti
ativccacy cf aIl that is extreme in politics, morais anti
irreligion. I turo to-datyte awork whicb is exercîsing
a marketi influence in Paris andi other cities of France
--a Work. whicli began on the smallest scale, anti
which bas been carniet on by wbat naay bc regartict
as the feeblest instrnmentality, but which bas, neyer-
theless, attaineti, ira a single decade, ara extraordinary
mTagnitudie anti importance -the work cf Mr. McAll
amtongst the wvonking classes cf France.

Mlost cf those wbo take ara intenesi ira snch sublcis
as ibis know that Mr. McAII was farmerly a Congre.
gatianal miinister at Sundierland, Englanti, anti after-
wards at Hadleigh, Sufflk. White spentiing bis va-
cation in Paris in the summer of i 87 , ai the close of
the late Franco, Germama waar, hc anti bis %vire went
one sultry aftenean ta BIelleville, iben noterions as
the populaus quarter cf the city whicb bati supplieti
ihe leatiing membens of the Commune that hati
wrougbi sucb terrible rnischieftuning ils brief reign.
Having suppliil theniselves witb tracts tu hanti te,
the artisans on their way fncm the worksheps, they
werc brought int conversation, so far as ibeir scanty
knowledge cf French woulti permtit, wiîh the ouvriers
cf the district, anti founti them te be by ne mens the
savages they werc neparteti te be. WVithout entering
here int particulars as te tise nlature cf the conversa.
lion helti with ihena, 1 may state ibat the resuit cf ibis
visit was the crcaticn, on the part cf Mr. anti Mis.
McAli, cf a strang desire ta know mare cf these
people, anti, if passible, te be the means of bene-
fiting themn marally anti spiritually. Happily, those
whom they met. anti who opcnly siateti that tbey
bati forever broken with bbc Caibolie Cburcb,
bet-ame interesteti ini tb!ir visitors and the con-
versation wbich ensueti, and wcre led ta say tbat
if ahey bati sucb teachers as ibese Englisb tanrisis
proveti ihenuselves ta be, tbey wouid flot refuse ta
listen ta their instructions. Tbis casual vasît flnally
leti ta much carrespondence with the Protestant
pastors of Paris, anti ta a determination an the part cf
Mr. McAU te resigra bis Eiiglish charge anti take up
bis abode aninngst the Communisîs cf Belleville. la
November, 187, 1heb recrossoti tbe Channel anti began
the necessary preparatiolis fer tbe wcnk wbich be con-
îemplatcd. Ail beîng ready, bc heid lits first meeting on
the 1 7[b january i S72, as alan>' as ftony bavîng entereti
the rmont ira the course cf the evenînig. Canî'jqur
were sung, M Irs. McAIi playing an accampanimenr on
a harmonium ; short adtrsses on appropniale tublects
followeti, vanieby anti brea'îby being specialiy studieti,
se as net te fatigue these 'aie bat alneady spent the
day in physical toit. Illusîrated papers were tben
distributeti, anti a kintly shake, cf tbe laand given by
Mr. McAUl as each pas seti oui cf thre door. AIl ibis,
sei différent from wbat these poor people bati been ac-
custometi ta, matie a favaurable impression an them,
anti on tbc following bunday evcnîng the room was
quite full, mare than oùe buntiret beîng present. Anti
se ihe work has gene an frcm y=a te year extendinig,
ntaI now-JnSt zen ye.is after the cpening of bbc trst
meeting -there are neof cwer tban filty-seven stations,
thirty-twe cf whacb are in l'arts anti is suburbs, anti
the remainang twcnty-hive scattereti ever France, wath
a sîîîîng accommodation for upwarts allten thonsanti
persans, the past year bavang wîtnessedth ie openîng
cf ne fewer tban esghteen ncw stations.

The news soon spreadti hrougbanî F rance, anti ete
long requests began te camte frcm ail tbe large cities
for simîlar meetings te be belti, anti reccntly Mr. hMc-
AIl bas bcen an a position te comply wath somte cf
tbesc :nvitatioii5, anti wouîti glatily accete ta the ne-
quests of aIl bat he oiijy the mca andth ae money
necded for 5ucb a gigantirc undcrtakiag. la thre laorth.

east cf France, stations have been openeti at Dunklrk,
anti nt Roubaix anti Croix, suburbs of the great manu.
facîuring ton cf Lille ; wbile at Boulogue two sta-
tiens were apeneti previoutly. on tbe wcst ccast
very promising work is beng donc at La Rochelle anti
Rachefart, Saintes anti Cogn2c, as wcll as at Boar-
decaux anti Arcachion. At Montauban anti Toulouse,
Ina the south, crcwded meetings arc now helti regularly
amongst the working tlasses; anti in the eaut several
stations have been openeti ai Lyons anti bt. Lziennc,
and more recentiy a mission bas beca cammenccd at
Clermont-Ferrand, ina tise very centre cf the country.
At the enti cf fast year a very pressing invitation came
fromt tlae pasiors anti others for a simtlar mission
ameongst the Frencb iii Aigiers.

FINANCIAL POSITION.
With the increasing growtb cf the mission, of course

the expentiiture bas increasetiIn proportion. WVhence
camne the fantis ? In the first place lei me state finat
everyîbîng is donc on the mosi economîcal scale. Mr.
anai Mrs. McAII have from the commencement
given their services witbout any remuneration, anti
tlaey are assistcti by sorte workers, at lcast, wha arc
aIse ne charge upan the rescurces cf the mission.
Furtbcr,the Protestant pisiers generallv enter bearîily
into the abjects of the wark, anti give thcir services
ina adtiition te their own special work. Stili se witicly
eacîcnted a systcm cf working, including the heavy
rentaI cf over fiftymission halls, anti the support of such
agents as have net private rescurces, invelves a se-
riens ontlay. The means for meeting the outlay is
chîefly met by the exertions of auxiiary socîcties ira
Lnglanti and Scotianti, and the contributions cf
Amertican frientis, whe are most geracrous ina tbe sums
they scnd, nearày ail the large cities being now inter-
ested iîn the wark. I sec by the last report that Canatia
has aiso contrabuteti a strait sum, whicb îl as te be
hopeti may be largcly augnienteti on a future occa-
sien. France, cf course, dees samething, anti ne
daubî will do more from year te year. The wbale re.
ceipts tiuring the past year, from aIl sources, amouni.
cd ta ./J, 9o6 sterling, so that the Treasurer closeti the
year wath a balance of £265 on hanti te meet cantin-
gencies.

FREE 1ISPENSARIMS
A new feature cf the MIcAIl mission is ibe cstablish-

ing cf free tiispensanies in certain needy districts cf
Paris. Two were organizeti turing the lasi ycar, anti
il is founti that tbeir ir~flaaence bas extenieti far be-
yond bbc bountiary cf the quarter in which tbe halls
are situated. People camne from great distances, even
tram, outsitie Parir, for the bealing cf tbe bodiy. A
short service is helti prier te tiispensing medicines,
anti as long as patients have te wait ibeir tiarn, eppar.
tunity is givea tu Charistian workers to'hoiti conversa-
tion with the sick. In this way some are met with
anti the Cospel preacheil te tbem,wbo wouid oiherwise,
in ail likelibooti, neyer camne witbin ils joyful seunti.
This branch of the wark will prabably be cansider-
ably extcndeti ina Paris anti elsewbere in future.

JU:VENILE %115bloN.

Chaldrcn's religiaus services arc belt la connectien
with most of the mission stations-a work which may
yet prove of great importance te the religiotua interests
cof France. The dilicrent darectors speak very en-
ceuragtngly of the progress matie an ibis departmnent
cf the work during the past year. An important
featnre cf ibis progress 2s the introtiuction inoe tbese
scboals cf a complete bunday school organîzataca.
The teachers in tbcse school bavc hîtherto, with fcw
exceptions, been volunteers front the Protestant
churches of Paras. Recently converts cf the missian
have been iried, ant i t bas becn faunti tbat tbe en
thusaasmn anti eagcraes cf these untraineti evangelists
more than ccnntcrbalance their lack of experience, andi
in coasequence the systcm bas been extenticti io other
districts. The number cf Suanday schools, cbildrcn's
services anti juvenile classes is stateti te bc now
j,-j anti the aggregatc altentiance i t6,454.

INNP. i.kKS tii IE.1IiO

Jram the very commencement cf the mission great
carc bati tu be taken that nothîng af a palitacal dia.
racter,nar anytb:ng savouring of religions coaîroversy,
sisouitibe antroducediin any cf the meetings. Indieed,
an the carlier ycars ibis was absolutely forbidten by the
civil anthonîties. Somne lime hatil clapseti belote the
contuctors cf the muission began te reati the Scriptures;
but wben the confidence cf the people hati beea suaffi-
ciently gaîneti to allow cf this, the siaries cf the Oit
'Icstant, whaçh, wore quitte new te îhcm, greatly ina.

teresteti the audiences. 13y.and-bywhen iheway iga
been prcparcd, the co.operation cf tho Protestw
pasters in the conducting of the meetings was et
Bible classes were fornieti andi a pracîlcal link tat
Ilshed bctween the mission rooni andi the vajjoj
churches. Duting the past year an aditional ge;
was taktii. The workers lookcd out for the senç-..j
lisiencrs, and took means te detain them for convri
tion at the close of the meetings-an cxpedlentwhtd
bas beca attendect with bencelicial resuIts, Sa that aliw
pirciiiWs bave become one cf the recognhzeti moiieif
evanglilstic. working in ibis mission. Domics4ut
visitation aise is attcnded to-at least sa far as t4
regular attendants arc conccrned-by Bible teat
andi Christian ladies. Yet wbite carrying out ail ttu
various methotis of worklng, Mr. McAil has long fù
the necti of bringîng ino an avowedly Christian ui
sociation those in the ctations wbo gave evidencetÀ
the vital change. Sincc the passing cubhe recent Frea
law whîch permits miunions, be bas frequently sp0b4
to bis fellow*workers on this subjeci, bis aigr beingt3
secure a Christian recognition andi provision for naaanw
edîfication wvhîch shouli nlot compromise the uns,
tarman cbaaraclCr cf the mission, nor interfère with tig
introduction cf the converts te membership in tbt
various evangelical chu rches. Aftcr much îboughle,.
laid before the French representative ccmmittee tf
pasters a proposaI ta form in eacb station a cartIàý
selectcd group cf ccnverts, in order te their patta4c~
of the Lord's Supper in the respective mission mou,
under the presidency of the ncighbouring pastors. Tc
ihis proposai the committer seemeti to tbink thet
wcîc insurmouittable obstacles, and se it was nic4
lied. Mlr. McAIis now organizing a "Soci-euteFrats.-
nelle," composeti cf those wha bave receiv cd ftj
Gospel in the mission moins. In this way a caxel
selection cf those entitled to be enrallcd as membem
wiil bc made, andi these wiIl be conveneti periodcaLý
in a private meeting for mutual edification anti payu
Seriaus persans not yet enrolleti as members wifl te
allowcd ta be present, anti in this way it is hope
that religiau', inquirers will be belped, by niakiq.
known their doubts anti difl'icul tics.

!b TIIE GOSPEL PREACIIED IN TILESE NIEETII.%*Q
A repart lbaving gaineti currency in some way thz

the Gospel was flot preacheti in tîxes meetings, P»s
tor Theedore Monod, se well known in Ameraca auS
Great Britain, anti whe bas talten part in tbem 1cm
the beginnîng, writes thus ta Me. McAII . 1« he
anc looks aver the names cf the well*known evange.
cal pabturs anti laymen wbo labour with you %Dot il
mention, flrst andi faremcst,ycour own name),-whethe
ant con5îders the ordinary meeting, the house-tohma
Visitation, the Sunday schools, the Bible classes, a
the, Conférences 'given irn the: large halls ,- whette,
especially, ane takes notice of the afler iný.linXi àa
influirers now esiablishet in several stations, not wà
out îoker.s cf the presence anti blcssing cf Godi-
nathing is casier than te ascertain that the Gospel s
net enly preached, but is preacheti with increasiz;
success, in your mhission. la fact, one may say tiza
the seti faithful!y cast upon the waters fer the kgm
ten ycars is naw beginning, on a much larger scaü
than hiîherto, te yield a harvest. I anm acquzàtd
wath several definite conversions myseif , ibis ra
week 1 met with a man 1 wcll kraow, whosc beau cdl
lire have undergone a îborough change. .. laf
a word, the banc anti marrow, the nerve andi si=e
ant i hfe.bload cf the tcaching centinualiy golng for>
front your manifoldi meetings in Paris, anti throughod
France (Goti grant that, they raay ycî greatly iîmcru
anti multiply !; is purely 'the Gospel cf the grave il
God.' Any rumeur tethe contrary wauld be adao
rigbî rnisreprcsenîatian, titi it flot arise front an t
misuntierstanding."

IN CONCLUSION.
%Vhetber we consider the tinte at which this mil

wab begun-just after the close cf the terrtble sc=n
cf the Commune in Paris, the fortuious mctingha
sultry summer eveniaag, cf the English strangers wilh,
gruup of tiret i zlrmn'cc, anti the singular convessaila
wbîch. ensucti the harmany which bas invaiAl~
prevaileti amengst the workers in the missiaa, Wmo
the absence cf anything at axay cf the numeroun
tiens te bring these workers mbt collision with tht
jealous agents cf the many civil functianaries, n'a
tionary anti otbcrwise, which have been in power de~
ing theso ten years; anthae result, direct and iel
rect, cf the tlrst decade's work, by such apparcoi
(ceble irastrumaeratality anti at such a tri fling expeas-


