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The Problem of Country Roads

ress delivere 7 Williz rerach before corr ravs i i
1}1?i}\drr(’)w Rciv\é(rr(lgwlgimi\y 1]1111;;111i1t‘1120(:r(1c}1 before ‘I or the fm_st twenty-five years we have been H nvc;t’ :11\.\.:1_\; be -(Lt peace \;v‘nhv our nelghbors.t .A‘ng
This is such a large subject that I can only {?‘q?/mg Jor 1({ads without getting them, and _ What 1s the use of our Government maintaining
touch on some of the more prominent questions Eahl 111 (;“f- prmc?zlt ;”.IC,UlOdS of road-making we g G anny year m and year ont in tmie of paacs
the questions that affect us as a people, not ol ‘is all  begno,jurt ier, advarced gin,fifty years. 'z 1f th(?}' can’t transport both it and its supplies to
as a municipality but as a province, or indeed as | ESRE SIIEE  Tre U XTI Lo S et e <7y @ny inhabitated part of the country on shortest
a Canadian nation. The first question I would Might just as well keep the cost of building it in notice? We hear a good deal from time to time
ask is, What is a good road? And if I asked the district it was going through? No, they about increased estimates for the militia, but
each Canadian here to tell me what a good road sent their engineers, men who were capable of never a word for a road to move them over.
18, I_thmk we should have a variety of ideas, and €Stimating the cost, over it first. Then they let The Romans were wiser in that respect two
[ think it is on account of that variety of ideas their work by tender to men who haye figured
that we have such a variety of roads. I may Out long ago how they can get most dirt moved
say I have traveled much of both Canada and for a dollar. And if the G. T. P. can get such . . :
the United States, and must sav I have never Meén we can get them too, when we offer them 27¢€ of .thexr empire (ilcpondod on their roads, so
seen a country road in America yet that comes €nough work to keep a good outfit going for the they built to stay built, and their roads are still
up to my ideal. Nor is my ideal a dream, be- Whole open season—work that is properly specifi- in use. Then with all the assistance we could
cause I have seen roads built through peat mosses, €d so that a man knows just exactly what is get from our Governments, I would have the
along hillsides and through much more difficult e€Xpected of him.. Why did not our couneil get borrowing power of the municipalities extended
places than exist here, in a coufitry where the aver- the farmers to build the bridges over the Assin- far beyond what they now are. Why should the
age dr}f season would be as wet as our wettest. iboine? They let that to a contractor, to men Government limit the borrowing power of munic-
A good road should be something that a man Who knew how. If the G. T. P. depended on the ipalities? The Government in taking this stand
can go on with a load any day that it is not farmers along it to build from Winnipeg to the . mes that they are wiser, more honest and
covered with snow, a highway of which, except- Rockies, they would have their line in operation S t?l they a;;, en who compose our
ing snow, no weather conditions could materially about five hundred years from now; and we s 'lcapaAed Tdnht }(13 meIrl would likg to ask
affect its passability. In the north of Scotland should have our tickets purchased for another counc}: . d I‘lch o elif e placed at ’éhe head
we often went to town with grain when the fields point long before that time. And if that be true yg)u, o 0'1 (; m?}: “ie gtar‘:urll)ber of vears com-
(although all underdrained) would be so wet Of the G. T. P. it is also true of our municipality. U' Ourv(i:tokilrtlf]l SmQr Wi fl“ ve 1.sent to P}z;rliamentP
that you could not possibly, without doing dam- We have been playing at road-making here {)if ‘k e~11 enr wiih me that for inte 't.
age, drive a horse through them. We never now for the past twenty-five years, and where do | dmd e :;m t'ag eeb'lit in fact for an tgl:.ilny
dreamed of such a thing as the roads not carrying We stand to-day? Outside of our sand plain, we (fn at mmlli_ray 1ve‘ 61L l yfon -winded s 23,eche$§y
our loads. Getting mired on one of those roads have not one mile of road that you could haul one tc})](cip man o ru:egeesgr,ll togkill time agd pro-
was simply out of the question. That sort of load per hour over after a twenty-four hours’ 1 ar stehrve go'pr?gp;he meyn at the head of the
road suited that country and no other sort rain, without cutting it all to pieces’ We have o il ehse‘smzh;,b lan ite strongly in their
would. The very difficulties of the situation Passed through the statute labor stage and pro- founm ; zive (]ad atlha Celo%ute the rr%a}:n roads
demanded the best that could be made. And I nounced it a failure. We have adopted another ‘a\kz)qr‘. tt Gowou m n;;m ) rgval I would malée'
think right here is our weak spot—the very ease style (I was going to say system), and about all SE* |RE vertr}11 te if app ortion of the rate-
of making our roads has led to the slovenly ways that can be said of the present method, if it be - pr(})]wio sroth ao}it ?ﬁg,}f]ad reason to com-
we have fallen into regarding them, just as the fair to use that word, is that it is more expensive. playersf ta:hé ?ocati(g:; the \})vould, have a court of
ease with which land may be made to produce Now, waiting and being without roads is not the }) ami) here the C’ouldy et an outside decision
crops here has led to such a slovenly style of worst feature of the situation. Some things we ?ppga ?; e; r‘eyth t W(;guld be free from local
agriculture. Now besides the carrying capacity can wait for, but for the last twenty-five years - 'dSO te' . LI Woa 1d then borrow the neces-
of our roads, we have the question of grades to We have been paying for roads as well as waiting, Conélferac.l 10“?1' that isunecessar at present, and
consider. It is not much use fitting a road up to and with any of our present or past methods of z?}?n lrll?orse’ ii neeged ret it wiy;houf subm{tting
carry loads that you cannot haul up the steepest road-building we shall be no further advanced b _Cl‘, t tfl ort ,r's&l ve that power always
grades. It is estimated that if a horse can draw 1n another fifty years than we are now. By that y hdwi o e (_lec v a’ ]ez; th lptors alwavs
on a level, say, 1,000, on a rise of one foot to the time most of us won’t have much interest in - tbe C?;:ntm £har} he if egir %a'xes Zi,t
100, he can only draw ¢oo; on a rise of one in roads; but what shall we have done? We shall rcmemt o lda) i?terei:((:)n a better systém of
40 he can draw 750; on a rise of one in 25, 540; have spent enough money to have built the roads ;gezc;ntgv?lu nI :ti}}:in I have seen in America:
. e in 1o he can draw only 250. So,as the that we never had the privilege of using; we al the a alyt fg) Je willing o lend money'
strength of a chain is measured by its weakest Shall have left no roads to our successors, because '€ h o Ege é)‘SOTIhCOI' eh ngt take it and
link, so you must measure the size of the load they were not built with the money exacted Bn_}é)ose e B
you put on by what you draw up the steepest from us for the building of them. Our money is o B ) .
hill or through the deepest mudhole. being misspent—I don't mean this to be inter- Private debts are a bad thing up to a certain
You next ask, ““How, or with what material Preted as a charge of dishonesty—our taxes point only. May I ask you, are you worth more
are you going to build such roads?’’ Here,with are too high for the benefits received; in fact, I or less to-day because at some period in your
the grading machines which we have, I would know of an instance in this municipality where life you saw fit to go in debt? I am sure you are
grade it up first; then drain it with a ditch on one a quarter S(‘(‘ti(m.is taxed within five cents of as righcr; but you might have left this world at a
side, deep enough to ensure perfect drainage. much as a half in a neighboring municipality, critical period and left a bad estate for someone
I would make this ditch cross and recross the both owned by the one man and both‘close else to administrate. In that case it might be
road by means of cement culverts wherever €nough together to be farmed from one home- worse for your successors that you went in debt,
necessary; and when it came to a point where Steading. Such an exorbitant rate of taxation because your business and mine stops with us;
vou could only drain by cutting through private tends to keep people away from the land. Look PUt the business of a municipality, like the brook,
property I would then acquire the right to do so at the train loads of new settlers coming into our '‘goes on .1()rcver." A hundred years 1s a 1f)ng
by some means, but I would see that the road country. Where are they going? I don’t think life,but it is not a large part of the life of a nation:
was drained>< 1 would then cut a trench eight we have had a man buy land in our township So if it.t(mk a hundred years to pay for our roads,
feet wide right in the center of the road, the depth an(l move on to it to make a home 'from the vir- would it not be }j)(~tt(*§ to h\avc them and ]ct the
of which trench would depend on the size of the gin soil for the last five years; and in the mean- road help to pay for itself? We are paying for
stones I could get to fill it up with again. 1 time we have lost some of our best families,and them now and paying more than we s;hnuld be
would fill the trench as I have said, with whole their houses are to-day vacant,the complaints of paying, by borrowing and building. Under the
unbroken stones as large as I could get or handle some of thrm b(\!ng}hut. they never could get the one system we sh(ju]d be using the roads
conveniently, then I would cover over with out from spring till fall. while we were paying for them, and under the
broken stone or gravel, making the first coating Jut you ask, “How are you going to improve other in fifty years we shall have paid for them
about six inches deep; the depth could be increas- the roads without raising the taxes which are twice over, and at the end of that time we shall
¢d as required, but the question comes, where already too high?’’ By turning over a new leaf have no roads to use other than we have now.
can vou get the material? I feel quite satisfied all around; by changing some of our present But vou ask, 3y what means are you going
we have enough material within two miles of all lawsand making new ones; by having our Govern- to get the Government’s assistance?’’ By sim-
our main roads. Most owners of the stone will ments, both provincial and federal, come to our ply letting the Government know what we want.

thousand years ago than we are yet. They
realized that the success and indeed the mainten-

only be too glad when the road-makers will come aid and in the first place set a standard that a The day has passed away when countries such
and take them awav. road must come up to, and then pay a certain as ours are governed from Ottawa and Winnipeg.

[ can fancy another objector saving, ‘‘You proportion of the cost just as they doin educa- Who got the Manitoba Grain Act into working
would never cet the farmers to turn out with tion and other matters. shape? Did the idea originate in Ottawa’? No,
their teams and take the time to finish up such All main roads should be the property of and it was born in somebody’s head and matured in
roads as vou sugeest.”’ I would never ask a be built by the Dominion Government, and such the grain growers’ conventions. When our
ATIeT 1(,'1”“](.1.1'“'1{(‘ such work. It is because roads maintained by the municipality in a state local Government wants to amend the Municipal
ve are depending on the farmers now that we are of the veryv highest _M}‘Et iency. If our Govern- Act they will consult the municipal conventions.
paving five times for our roads what they cught ments sce fit to subsidize railways because~thev The Government does not want - to find them-
to cost us.  Could vou fancv the G. T. P.. when are the arteries of commerce, our country roads selves on one side and public  opinion n the
' came to build throuch our district. sending are the veins through which that commerce is other. We are fast approachi the tin when

neone around to tell vou where the road was collected and d ted our Houses of Parliament imply be places in
! built and saving if vou wanted it you would Another rea ‘hy the Dominion Govern- which to boil down I lation that is handed 1n

to put so many teams on that vou ment should b *main roads 1s that we mav to them from suc!

s st




