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The Problem of Country Roads
the Arrow River Farmers^ * 1 ^ ^e^ore “For the past twenty-five years we have been not always be at peace with our neighbors. And

This is such a large subject that'I can onlv roads ^t/iout getting them, and „ "hat is the use of our Government maintaining
touch on some of the more prominent Questions n °,Mr, prefent, meth?ds of road-making we * an army year in and year out in time of peace,
the questions that affect us as a people, not only t* shallj be\nofurther ̂ advanced±mAfifty years. if they can’t transport both it and its supplies to
as a municipality but as a province, or indeed as any inhabitated part of the country on shortest
a Canadian nation. The first question I would might just as well keep the cost of building it in notice? We hear a good deal from time to time 
ask is, What is a good road? And if I asked the district it was going through ? No, they about increased estimates for the militia, but 
each Canadian here to tell me what a good road sen.t their engineers, men who were capable of never a word for a road to move them over. 
’s> J think we should have a variety of ideas, and estimating the cost, over it first. Then, they let The Romans were wiser in that respect two 
I think it is on account of that variety of ideas their work by tender to men who ha$ figured thousand years ago than we are yet. They

?=r 1°LK° «ha, thé success and indeed the

the United States, and must say I have never men we can get them too, when we offer them a”œ °f *heir emPir* depended on their roads, so 
seen a country road in America yet that comes enough work to keep a good outfit going for the built to stay built, and their roads are still
up to my ideal. Nor is my ideal a dream, be- whole open season—work that is properly specifi- in use. Then with all the assistance we could 
cause I have seen roads built through peat mosses, ed so that a man knows just exactly what is get from our Governments, I would have the 
along hillsides and through much more difficult expected of him. Why did not our council get borrowing power of the municipalities extended 
places than exist here, in a coufftry where the aver- the farmers to build the bridges over the Assin- far beyond what they now are. Why should the 
age dr> season would be as wet as our wettest. iboine ? They let that to a contractor, to men Government limit the borrowing power of munic- 

^ J3eSOmIthin|thataman ÆkneW,hOW-, If the G T.P. depended on the ipalities? The Government in taking this stand
with « a l0au- tny day 15 not RarTrS alung irum Winnipeg to the aPssumes that they are wiser, more honest and

covered with snow, a highway of which, except- Rockies, they would have their line in operation caoable than the men who compose our
ing snow, no weather conditions could materially about five hundred years from now; and we ™ q P A d ri„ht here j wou]d fik^to askbiïty- Ini,the n°rtVf SuCOtJrd nh°M ^b .f™ îïî you how do"the ^enw^ have JKSd aTth^hil
" f n to t°W,n with grain when the fields point long before that time. And if that be true yf Qur councils for the last number of years com-
tWvon eo HU t aiK? } T d j*. “ wet ^ 5' ' k “ Î me °J our municipality. e with the men we have sent to Parliament?that ElCOU,d n0t Possibly, without doing dam- We have been playing at road-making here £ think win agree with me that for integrity 
age, drive a horse through them. We never now for the past twenty-five years, and where do and administrative ability, in fact for anything 
“f S“c.h.a Ihnig as the roads notcarrying we stand to-day? Outside of our sand plain, we t maki useless, long-winded speeches
our loads Getting mired on one of those roads have not one mile of road that you could haul one thatP e no ”urpose only to kill time and pro- 
mt d Th ? question. That sort of load per hour over after a twenty-four hours j the sessions the men at the head of the
Zdd Tb coimtry and no other sort ram, without cutting ,t all to pieces/ We have cou8ncils have the balance quite strongly in their
would. The very difficulties of the situation passed through the statute labor stage and pro- fayor j would then locate the main roads,
demanded the best that could be made. And I nounced it a failure. We have adopted another subject to Government approval. I would make

■f m U nt e 1SAOUu W,ea,kmP°v_^hG V7y ease fj\e (I TS g7fto^y system), and about all thisJ iso so that if any portion of the rate- 
of making our roads has led to the slovenly ways that can be said of the present method, if it be P had> or thought they had, reason to com- 
we have fallen into regarding them, just as the fair to use that word, is that it is more expensive. f ^ location, they would have a court of
ease with which land may be made to produce Now waiting and being without roads is not the P j where they could get an outside decision 
crops here has led to such a slovenly style of worst feature of the situation Some things we fP0m some source that would be free from local 
agriculture. Now besides the carrying capacity can wait for, but for the last twenty-five years considerations. j wouid then borrow the neces- 
of our roads we have the question of grades to we have been paying for roads as well as waiting funds> aU that is necessary at- present, and
consider It is not much use fitting a road up to and with any of our present or past methods of wh^n more’ is needed, get it, without submitting 
carry loads that you cannot haul up the steepest road-building we shall be no further advanced b , the electors leave that power always
grades. It is estimated that if a horse can draw m another fifty years than we are now. By that J h h council, and let the electors always
on a ievei, say, 1,000, on a rise 01 one toot to the ™ ™ Tu" ' ‘u™ ‘‘‘“V”1" remember that they have it. Our taxes ât100 he can only draw 900; on a rise of one in roads; but what shall we have done? We shall nt would pay Jtevest on a better system of
40 he can draw 750; on a rise of one in 25, 540; have spent enough money to have built the roads PQads than anÇt£ing T have seen in America; 
’’ ^ m /° ht candraw only/5o- So, as the that we never had the privilege of using; we am] there are loys ofpeop]e willing to lend money
strength of a chain is measured by its weakest shall have left no roads to our successors, because Qn those bonds Then why not take it and
link, so you must measure the size of the load they were not built with the money exacted huild? 7
you put on by what you draw up the steepest from us for the building of them. Our money is
hill or through the deepest mudhole. being misspent—I don’t mean this to be inter- Private debts are a bad thing up to a certain

You next ask, “How, or with what material preted as a charge of dishonesty—our taxes point only. May I ask you, are you worth more 
are you going to build such roads?” Here, with are too high for the benefits received ; in fact, I or less to-day because at some period in your 
the grading machines which we have, I would know of an instance in this municipality where life you saw fit to go in debt? I am sure you are 
grade it up first; then drain it with a ditch on one a quarter section is taxed within five cents of as richer; but you might have left this world at a 
side, deep enough to ensure perfect drainage, much as a half in a neighboring municipality, critical period and left a bad estate for someone 
1 would make this ditch cross and recross the both owned by the one man and both*close else to administrate. In that case it might be 
road by means of cement culverts wherever enough together to be farmed from one home- worse for your successors that you went in debt, 
necessary ; and when it came to a point where steading. Such an exorbitant rate of taxation because your business and mine stops with us; 
you could only drain by cutting through private tends to keep people away from the land. Look but the business of a municipality, like the brook, 
property I would then acquire the right to do so at the train loads of new settlers coming into our “goes on forever.” A hundred years is a long 
by some means, but I would see that the road country. Where are they going? I don’t think life,but it is not a large part of the life of a nation, 
was drainedSTl would then cut a trench eight we have had a man buy land in our township So if it took a hundred years to pay for our roads, 
feet wide right in the center of the road, the depth and move on to it to make a home from the vir- would it not be better to have them and let the 
of which trench would depend on the size of the gin soil for the last five years; and in the mean- road help to pay for itself? We are paying for 
stones I could get to fill it up with again. I time we have lost some of our best families, and them now and paying more than we should be 
would fill the trench as I have said, with whole their houses are to-day vacant,the complaints of paying, by borrowing and building. Under the ' 
unbroken stones as large as I could get or handle some of them being that they never could get the one system we should be using the roads
conveniently, then I would cover over with out from spring till fall. while we were paying for them, and under the
broken stone or gravel, making the first coating But you ask, “How are you going to improve other in fifty years we shall have paid for them 
about six inches deep ; the depth could be increas- the roads without raising the taxes which are twice over, and at the end of that time we shall 
ed as required, but the question comes, where already too high?” By turning over a new leaf have no roads to use other than we have now. 
can you get the material ? I feel quite satisfied all around ; by changing some of our present But you ask, By what means are you going 
we have enough material within two miles of all laws and making new ones ; by having our Govern- to get the Government’s assistance?” By sim- 
<tur main roads. Most owners of the stone will ments, both provincial and federal, come to our ply letting the Government know what we want.
< mly be too glad when the road-makers will come aid and in the first place set a standard that a The day has passed away when countries such
and take them away. road must come up to, and then pay a certain as ours are governed from Ottawa and Winnipeg.

I can fancy another objector saying, “You proportion of the cost just as they do in educa- Who got the Manitoba Grain Act into working
would never get the farmers to turn out with tion and other matters. shape? Did the idea originate in Ottawa? No,
their teams and take the time to finish up such All main roads should be the property of and it was born in somebody’s head and matured in 
roads as you suggest.” I would never ask a be built by the Dominion Government, and such the grain growers’ conventions. When our 
farmer to undertake such work. It is because roads maintained by the municipality in a state local Government wants to amend the Municipal 
we are depending on the farmers now that we are of the very highest efficiency. If our Govern- Act they will consult the municipal conventions, 
paving five times for our roads what they ought ments see fit to subsidize railways beeause’-^hey The Government does not want to find them- 
to cost us. Could vou fanev the G. T. P., when are the arteries ol commerce, our country roads selves on one side and public opinion on the 
they came to build through our district, sending are the veins through which that commerce is other. We are fast approach ing the time when 
someone around to tell you where the n ad was collected and distributed. our Houses of Parliament wiU simply he places in
to be built and saving if vou wanted it vou would Another reason why the Dominion Govern- which to boil down le.'bla* / n that is Handed in
have to put so many teams on. and that you ment should build the main roads is that we may to them from such meet in s as this
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