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New Brunswick’s Independent
newspapers. .
These newspapers advocate:
British connection '
Honesty in public life
Measures for “the material
progress-and moral advance-
i ment of our great Dominion

4 No graft!

No deals!

he Thistle, Shamrock, Rose entwine,
The Maple Leaf forever.” .

EXPENSIVE
The people of this eountry learn in 1908
t in 1906 they paid $343,000 to reor-
@anize the bookkeeping system on the In-
rcolonial, and some $78,000  for similar
hmwmmt in the accounting of the De-
E;rtment of Marine and Fisheries. They

N

ow now what they paid, but not what
Bhey got for the money. There are
peveral moving reasons why the people
pf this country did not know until 1908
wvhat great sums they were spending so
guickly in 1908. We may suppose ‘ome of
ghese reasons to be the fact that if the
‘gQuernment had taken the people into its
sonfidence and had said bluntly that it
1as proposed to spend half-a-million in
gearch of bookkeeping betterment, the
_public would have made angry and excited
‘phbjection. i
Improvement in government depart-
gnent bookkeeping, as the Ottawa debates
fthis year have proved abundantly, is very
pecessary. But it comes exceedingly high.
nd, while Hon. Messrs. Graham and
Brodsur give assurance that in their opin-
Jon the money was well spent it is all too
robable that, when the mases of Cana-
ﬁims balance the words of the ministers
gainst the now revealed cost of the ex-
riment, the exercise will leave them un-
onvinced if not somewhat shocked and
sentful. /
Canadians, in this decade at least, are
ot over-frugal in the matter of expendi- |
ure which promises proportionate return. |
hey hear without blinking of vast ap-j
ropriations for making Canada grow morei
apidly, for opening up the country, for|
riving roads into the depths of our na-
ural resources. But this improvement in!
okkeeping evades definite measurement.!
he old systems may have been—were, |

—
asaist in giving popular opinion a uiorking

i
| 5
recalcitrant owners.

The matter ended in)

lead. Such a meeting would conceptrate talk. The aldermen had no zeal in a mat-

/for another term. Some'of the remainder

public attention upon civic issues| and
would help to make more gene:
alization that the civic outlook as pré§ent‘
ed goday is anything but encouraging, |

As the case stands nearly all of ‘the!
present aldermen will seek re-election, !
whereas a large proportion of them can-
not fairly be regarded as worthy of am-|
other term. Thus far the new men who'!
are spoken . of as likely to become candi-

dates, with a few exceptions,

which to -select men to give the
city progressive and sharply business- !
like government. In some cases they have
had experience which has not be,e" of an
impressive quality. In other cases the

public is at a loss to know -why they are l :

even mentioned in conv‘ction with C‘tyigoing to be when the halls are full of

i smoke? It is simply marching the child-
is to be| Ten out o
| mation.

Hall.
The cure for this situation
found in arousei public interest, and in:

nothing elee. If public interest be aroused,| and nobody dreams of calling it a ‘fire
forgotten for the | drill’ there, or relying on it to take the
and if | Place of fire-escapes when there is a fire.

if . Federal politics be
moment for the good of the city,

{

golid and able men can be induced to',

offer for the Council, a great work can be!
done for St. John at the polls. If public

interest cannot be aroused we are going|
to have a Council no better, if not womel
than, the present one—a Council in which |
even the few men of ability it contains
will not unite and work courageously and !
unselfishly for the taxpayers. A few of thei’
present - aldermen might with reason ask
apparently have personal aims to serve in
civic life, and some have not even that
excuse for their existence as public repre-
sentatives.

Failing concerted public action the new
aldermen will not present a higher average
than now exiets. But, if the taxpayers
should really become interested, as for
example the taxpayers of the province be-
came interested a few weeks ago, a strong
Council would be elected. If a meeting is
to be held some care should be exercised
to secure the presence of ‘a large number
of taxpayers, not necessarily heavy tax-
payers alone but men representative of all
classes who have given attention enough
to civic matters to realize fully the neces-
sity existing today for a citizens’ move-
ment demanding civic reform and pre-
pared to work for it.

LIBERALS AND SOCIALISTS
The New York Post believes the British
government,
porters, has really gained in
fighting strength by its stand against the
unemployed bill. Its analysie of the situ-

while losing Socialist. sup-
effective

ation is interesting, but it is necessary to
remember that the Post, as an avowed
enemy of British tariff reform, ig perhaps
disposed to take a more sangd#fhe view of |
the ‘Bannerman-Asquith outlook than the
facts warrant.

“The rejection of the Unemployed
Werkmen's bill by the British House of!
Commons will bring to the Liberal patty
mingled advantage and disadvantage,”
says the Post. “The firm stand taken by
Mr. Asquith and Mr. John Burns againet
a measure of avowedly socialistic charac-|

ter is generally characterized as the first) & pez"io
| promise a more cautious scale of expendi-

important etep towards a rupture be-

tween the Liberals and the Laborites.| ture.
{ mind we might infer from the budget that |

Naturally, the defection of so large an
element in the House' of Commons is a
disadvantage to “any government that;
wishes to remain in power; and the Lib-
eral government is only human. On the
other hand, by coming out definitely|
against hot-haste progress
cialism, the cabinet has
freeing itself ‘from a good deal of the am-
biguity that has surroun
ever since it came into power with a top-|
heavy majority that has kept the govern-
ment hesitating between policy and policy. |
By €0 much as defipiteness of aim is al
gain, the Liberal party has gained by yes-
terday’s vote. The majority may not be
so fleshy now, but is more athletic; and

ral the re-|of a few individuals but which clearly re-
| quired definite and sustained action in the
!public interest. They did not apply for

| to re-awakened fear, reminds us of the
do: work whiek
'not constitute a promising array from: after #ie Chicago horror.

| Yobn is in_progress, a prominent citizen

| measures.
| he said:

| step. Then we shall be safe.”

| expansion and ask the counfry to endorse
| its proposals.

toward So-| terest gemerally, is that the government
succeeded in  Will face the electorate with an extensive

ded its intentionsi :

E ter which promised to arouse the hostility

the requisite legislation.

The schools, of course, should have been
made-thoroughly safe at that time. Now
there have been catastrophes in other
cities, and the renewed activity here, due

was begun but left unfinished
In Montreal,
whe.e an agitation similar to that in St.

has made strenuous objection to half-way
In the course of an interview

“This fire drill that the commissioners
re so fond of relying on—what good is it

f the school rooms in regular for-
It is dome in large schools in
England as part of the regular day’s work,

“So long as the law leaves the inspector
wide discretion in this matter it is not
to be expected that he will enforce a strict
standard. He is subject to all kinds of
pressure and influence from every side.
“The law we need is one that will de-
clare it absolutely illegal to keep a school
open unless it has a balcony running round |
every floor wherever there is an outside
wall, with a floor-level door leading to it
from every class room, and with a certain
number of stairways from one floor to an-
other of a certain width and height of

So far at least as the schools are con-
cerned we must suppose that the alder-
men and the school trustees will now
abandon half-way plans and make a thor-
ough job. The aldermen should no longer
delay in reference to the legislation needed
to give the building inspector power to en-
force necessary alterations and precautions
in connection with all other buildings
which are used by the public, particularly
botels, churches, and places of amusement.
Thus far the city has been satisfied with
the hope that St. John would continue to
be lucky in these matters. It is about
time to proceed to business, even if the
aldermen have to lose a few votes here and
there because a few of their fellow citizens
are more anxious to avoid expense than to
take responsible precautions against dis-
aster. The.public safety is somewhat more
important than the pockets of the owners
or the comfort of the aldermen.

THE FEDERAL ELECTIONS

Speculation as to the date at which 8ir
Wilfrid Laurier will appeal to the country
continues to occupy much space in the
newspapers of several provinces. The
opinion most frequently expressed, per-
haps; is that the elections will be brought
on sevel or eight months hence if the year
has been a good one in business and if the
West has a good crop and has resumed its
pace of expansion. The Victoria Colonist,
however, argues that Sir Wilfrid Laurier
will not go to the people until he can offer
them a large constructive programme to |
divert attention from the revelations of |
the present sesgion. This theory appears |
to find some confirmation in~ Hon. Mr.
Tielding’s budget speech. He foreshadows
d of reduced income #nd seems to

With the Colonist’s suggestion in

there will be another session at the close
of which the government would go in for

The Colonist says in part:
“Another report, which is of greater in-

railway policy. It is to ‘embrace the ac-
quisition of lines in the Maritime Prov-
inces as feeders of the Intercolonial, and
a great addition to the railway mileage of

| THE WATER SUPPLY AND INSUR-

some oé the rumors in circulation, and
what foundation in fact there may be for
tkem we do not profess to know. We do |
feel pretty sure, however, that Sir Wilfrid
Laurier is too astute a politician to go to
the people with no other issues than those
which have arisen out of the last and
present sessions of Parliament. Conserva-
tives, in making their plans for the future,
must remember that it is his deal, and he
is no novice in the art of stacking the
cards.”

Observant politicians probably will de-
cline to draw any very definite conclusions
as to the date of the elections either from
the Colonist’s speculation or Mr. Field-
ing’s speech of yesterday. Nor will the
‘estimates convince them. They will wait
to eee what the remaining weeks of the
session develop, how the administration
fares at the hands of its active and re-
sourceful critics, what, if anything, the
government has to propose about the fast
steamers, the Georgian Bay canal and
other projects bearing upon transporta-
tion. Beyond these questions the crops
are of great importance as a factor influ-
encing election dates. Governments usual-
ly believe general prosperity to be a most
powerful ally, little as they usually have
to do with bringing it about.

. ANCE

Chief among the city’s aims in extend-
ing the water supply system to Loch fo-
mond was reduction of the fire insurance
rates to a low level by ensuring adequate
protection. A bountiful supply of pure
water and an “adequate gravity pressure
were sought, and promised. Virtually we
have both today. But the work is not yet
completed along the lines originally laid
down, and as matters stand a mistaken
policy at City Hall would prevent the city
from securing the low insurance rates
promised upon the completion of the sys-
tem- a8 originally outlined. The aldermen
have it in their power today to give St.
John the required insurance reduction, or
to postpone that reduction indefinitely.
Their course, therefore, will be watched
semewhét attentively by the public.

At present but one main is in use.
Logic and common sense demand the use
of two mains. It is proposed this spring
to subject the second main to a pressure
much greater than it would be called upon
to resist in the ordinary course of use
thereafter, and, after demonstrating that
it will stand this extraordinary pressure,
to make use of both mains continuously.
The city would then have the supply and
pressure it set out to secure, and the in-
surance men would be bound by their
specific promise to make the reduction. A
satisfactory test of the whole system
should be possible in the early summer,
if this programme is followed. And it
should be followed. :

The short way to the low insurance ra
is to continue the sensible arrangement
made by the aldermen when they decided
that Engineer Barbour or Mr. Hunter
should remain in charge of the Loch Lo-
mond extension until it was finally accept-
ed as satisfactory. The present doubt
about retaining Mr. Hunter ehould not
exist. To remove him at this time would
be to directly invite complications which
should not be permitted to arise, or to re-
appear. Already there is talk to the ef-
fect that ome of the 24-inch mains will
have to be replaced entirely, and that if
this is necessary it would be better to
abandon both of the twentyfours and put
down one thirty-six. To this talk there
are two answers. One is that the cost of
any such operation is absolutely prohibi-
tive at present. The other is that the
operation will be seen to be unnecessary
after the suspected 24-inch main has been
subjected to a pressure greater than it
would have to bear in any conceivable

the West.- There have been some very
pronounced declarations in favor of the !

emergency when in regular use—that is vo
say, after it has been tested by creating

the outlay was very slight. Mr. Brodeur,’
whose extravagance and affectation of |

superiority have caused him to gét into
very hot water, made a contract with a

firm of “improvers” “at the usual rates.” |

Oyster Shells, -

He did not ask what “the usual rates”
were, or how much of the country’s money
they would devour. In the end, it ap-
pears, the staff of improvers were paid
rates ranging from $75 a day down toj
more modest figures; and there were ex-
cessive payments for board bills and other
expenses. The country has not heard the
last of these improvement bills by any
means. The whole transaction wears al
very unhealthy color. |

The Toronto News (Ind.) in discussing!

Cypher’s Poultry Foo_c_l_s;

Crystal Grit,

Mann’s Green Bone Cutters.

Write for catalogue and prices to

W. H. THORNE & CO., Ltd.

Market

Square, St. John, N. B.

these and similar loose expenditures, mye} 3

in part: i

“But the public money is a trust. Jf|
Ministers of Crown pay $200,000 for an|
article worth $100,000 so that John Jones
will give $25,000 to the campaign fund
they are false to their duty. Moreover
the country has a right to know where
the money is going. Members of the
opposition in the House cannot scrutipize
the public accounts too closely. They
cannot be too ardent in prosecuting their
researches into the way the public money
is expended.

“Already enough has
show that the affairs of this country are
carried on in an appallingly loose man-
ner. Mr. Brodeur engaged a staff of ex-
perts to change the system of bookkeeping
in his department without even asking
what they would charge for the service.
They charged enough to change tweniy
systems. What was the use of asking?
The government had plenty of money.”

“Enough to change twenty systems” is
probably a moderate estimate. And the
phrase is likely to live. Such revelations
will set the country to thinking.

NOTE AND COMMENT

Hayti is again demonstrating its inabil-
ity to manage its own affairs without out-
bursts of eavagery. The international sea
police are called in to protect foreign resi-
dents. It may at last seem necessary to
appoint a committee of guardians for the
tnruly republic—-s:) sallfd.

Mr. Fielding’s idea is that we do not
feel the revenue he extracts from us—that |
his is the painless method. But even a
slight break in our period of good times
has sufficed to remind the people how
much the government rea]ly costs them.
The facts tend to make the country
thoughtful, and that is not usually good
for governments. It is, however, of much
benefit to the people who make and un-

make them.
* & &

How long is St. John going to keep up
the farce in connection with™the ambu-
lance? Every accident calling for ambu-
lance service strengthens the argument for |
an ambulance under proper public control, |
like a hose cart or a fire engine, properly
housed and in charge of a man who can
get it under way without loss of time. The
Council should take up the ambulance and
patrol wagon questions, and while con-
sidering them it should give thought to
some of the suffering due to the absence of
services which must be regarded as abso-
lutely necessary in. a'city of this size.

’ *

What do Americans think about Can-|
adian pulpwood? Here is an extract from

a recent speech by Representative Tirrell |
in Congress: |

“If there are gentlemen on this ﬁoorl
who wish to see that industry wiped out,
who wish to throw out of employment tens |
of thousands of American wage ‘earners |
and have them walking and moaning on
the streets; if they wish to see the smoke |
and fires extinguished of the 108 mills |
now in the State of New York and the |
mills of the West, aifd the industry hamp- |
ered so that it no longer becomes a factor |
in the commercial development of the |
country, then it is only necessary to wipe |

out the tariff on pulp and paper and give | feet thick and many chambers in it.

to Canada the power to pass prohibitive |

export laws and close all the mills of the | work of years.

United States.”

been proven to

PYRAMIDS OF MEXICO
TELL OF ANCIENT PEOPLE

Great Masonry Monuments Are Being
Uncovered Thirty Miles
from Capital ;

LARGEST RISES 245 FEET

Years Will Be Required io Bring
to Light All the Structures in
Buried v ity.

A Salt Lake despatch to the New York
Herald says:

Just back from Mexico, L. S. Mariger
brings a story of keen interest to those
interested in the establishment of proofs
of an ancient civilized ‘people in America.

Thirty miles southwest of the City of
Mexico great pyramids, long thought to
be hills, are being uncovered from the
coating of lava and ashes, and now stand
forth as mighty masonry monuments of a
forgotten civilization.

The Mexican government, working with
precision, is uncovering the pyramids, and
in the work is giving employment to 1,200 |
soldiers of the regular army, under their
officers. They begin work at reveille and
leave with the bugle call to dinner. While
going through the ruins Mr. Mariger was
given every courtesy. He spent nearly a
whole day in the lava bed beneath which’
most of the ancient city still slumbers.
One thing he brought back with him was
an Aztec calendar stone, a fac-simile of a
larger one on exhibit at the museum of
the City of Mexico. Another was a small
clay idol, of which he found more than a
dozen.

The great pyramid stands near the head
of a paved avenue, four miles long. This
is known as the Pyramid ‘of the Sun, and
is the first of several in the vicinity to be
uncovered.

Another is at the head of a long avenue
that- went through the city. 4

The Pyramid of the Sun stands 245 feet
high, and covers ten acres. Around it run
three great promenades, and up its steep
sides run a stairway of stone, every step |
of which is worn with service. Besides
the regular stairs there are many indenta-
tions in the sides, where people could have
gone up when great throngs appearcd and
the stairs were inadequate. In parts the
masonry was found covered with hiero-
glyphics.

Talking of his visit, Mr. Mariger said
that he visited the ancient city on Dec. 23.

“We made the run to the ruins over a
local rajlroad,” he said. “The road is
styled The Queen’s Road, and is of Eng-
lish construction, iron ties being used. We
got off the quaint little train at a station
two miles from our destination, and walk-
ed the distance. |

“To obtain permission to visit the un-
covered pyramid we had to interview the
commander of the troops. The passes,
however, were readily furnished, and then
every courtesy was shown us, including a
luncheon. We found the pyramid a won-
derful piece of masonry. From the upper
promenades we could see a main avenue
stretching four miles through the buried
city, whose wonders are yet to be uncov-
ered. In one spot of this city a shed
stands, and uljder it a piece of chiselled
stone was found not long ago. It proved
to be an upper step, and on excavating a
large house was found, with walls three

“To uncover the whole city will be the
When it is completed Am-
erica will have a dead city to compare to

| Georgian Bay Canal recently, which seem | .. ..ti6cial water ram. If that high pres-
| to make it possible that this project may | o causes a break, which now appears
| be included in any' transportation pro-g improbable, the We.';k places will be de-
! gramme upon which the government MAY | tooted and repairs will proceed until e

Pompeii, and the fact that this New World

Boubtless—exceedingly bad, albeit the|® fighting government with a elim ma-
®overnment thought them good en-|
’6ugh for years;  but when }
#he people are calmly told that half't
® million of their money has been
Lve@ted in improvement they will be dis-
Pposed to ask for convincing evidence that
the goods were delivered. In place of this
xonvincing evidence they will receive as-

ten

sertion merely. . |
If the bookkeeping improvement in Mr.
Emmerson’s, department cost $343,000 and
§n Mr. Brodeur’s $78,000, what has it, or |
will it, or might it not cost in Dr. Pugs- |
Yey’s department? Or, suppose the Federal |
elections coma along next November, what |
might be the proportions of the sum |
spe‘m in 1908 in ‘“bookkesping improve- |
ent” and concealed from the people until
er the votes were counted?
So far as our Ottawa “despatches indi~§
cate, or as public observation goes, the |
$343,000 epent to improve the 1. C. Rl
bookkeeping has not yet produced even a
promise that the deficits shall not reap-
pear every time the general elections come |
" glong. Neither does it appear that the

improvement has been drastic enough to|

interfere with the manufacture of a sur-

plus by the old expedient of chargingi

everything in sight to capital account.

Clearly, the people who pay the bills, :
and who are just discovering with what |
costly and feverish haste they have been
+ spending rhoney for improvements of the
gort here under discussion, will now in-:
sist upon having a whole lot of informa- |
tion. The enlightenment will be whole- |
gome if it does no more than prepare the;
public for the other shocks which the
government has in store.

THE PUBLIC AND THE COUNCIL

A leading business man suggests to The '
Telegraph that a meeting” of citizens
ehould be called as soon as possible for
he purpose of discussing civic affairs, and
.at this meecting, or a representative com-
ittee of its selection, should nomimite
ndidates for the Couuc:il,)
The suggestion is a good one, always
ovided there are enough men of weight
{ influence in the commuynity ready to

t blundering along under the|

a governmen i

staggering weight 'of ite votes. That
crisis is imminent, we do not believe. The,
vote yesterday showed that on all ﬂides‘}
except the Labor side there was recogni- |
tion that the introducticn of so radical
a bill was premature. Only 116 members'
voted for it. They comprised the fifty-
odd Laborites, twenty or so Irish Nation-i
alists, and over thirty Liberals who were.
actuated by electoral motives. The Con- |
servatives declared against the bill, and |
most of the Nationalists abstained. Hence |
we cannot conceive a combination of Con-'
servatives, Laborites, and Irish Nation-
aliste for the overthrown of the present
government on the issue that was pre-

| sented yesterday.”

_MAKE A THOROUGH JOB OF IT
St. John would not now be examining

its schools and other public buildings if

the Common Council had done its duty.

| jority may, on the whole, live as long as: decide. * If the All-Red acheme can be tests are satisfactory.
| ma

de to materialize so as to synchronize

outlined, the government would undoubt- |
edly have a very attractive case to lay !
before the electorate, and one that would |
obscure the issues arising out of malad- !
ministration of public affairs. Experience
justifies the opinion that ' Sir Wilfrid |
Laurier will not bring on the elections |
until he is prepared with an issue thati
will appeal very forcibly to the imagina- |
tion of the people, and as the greatest of !
all Canadian problems at the present timef

is that of transportation, there will be no |
|

j i i | necessarily a long process, although it is
o with the adoption of a policy as above|

A Case in Point, !
(Montreal Herald). !

And this is not

one requiring both thoroughness and ex-
pert knowledge, “together with a large
sense of responsibility.

If the work were now taken out of Mr.
Hunter’s hands and placed in the hands!
of a man who contends that a dual, or
high-and-low-level, service is the thing, a
great backward step would be made. The
aldermen did well when they decided to
keep the present engineers until the work
had been completed along the lines origin-
ally laid down. The insurance rates will
come down when it is so completed. St.

1
|

occasion for surprige if he asks parliament-
| ary sanction, or popular endorsation ' of
! some such policy above suggested.
Whether he will bring down measures and
obtain their passage before appealing to
the people, or will.declare his policy and
ask the people to réturn him to power in
order that he may carry it out, the people
| responsible for the rumors referred to do
not profess to say. We think it may be

as

transportation will

A few years ago—immediately after the, safely assumed that

| these they gave a list, together with such

great theatre horror in Chicago—a com-
mittee composed of Chiefs Clark and Kerr

spection of a great many buildings. They
| found many to be highly dangerous. Of
alterations and. improvements as they
deemed essentia] to ensure a reasonable de-
grec of public safety.

the owners of the unsafe buildings com-

plied with some or all of the recommenda-
tions made, though in some cases the cost
was considerable.

But the fear ‘which led to the investiga-
tion subsided, and the aldermen, who had

| been surprised by the-length of the list
| of dangerous buildings and influenced by

come of the owners, lacked courage énough’
to enforce even the existing laws relative
to public safely. The inspector of build-
ings was instructed to carry out the work
outlined by the inspectors, but he prompt-
ly reported that in many cases there was
no legal authority to back him up. The
aldermen talked about securing additional
legislation—such legislation as would en-
able them to male all the buildings safe
even if the process involved prosecuting

and Director Wigely made a careful in-|

In a few instances

play a large part in the Dominion elections,
whenever they are brought on.”

Mr. Fielding's speech, reviewed in the
light of these suggestions, could scarcely be
regarded as making an election probable
before another session.
further:

“It is said that the government is exhib-
iting no desire to dispose of the business

The Colonist says |

{ John will then have the protection it
| sought when it began the heavy expendi-|

| ture it. has made. The dual service and
| other schemes nourished to gratify indi-
! vidual opinions, or satisfy grudges, shouid
! be ignored. It would be folly to entrust|
lthe water supply system in its present|
| state to a declared opponent of its salient |
| features, or to ome whom the aldermen !
‘. previously deemed it expedient to conﬁne;
| to matters of routine.
| The more thoughtful men in the Council !
i are fully informed as to the present situa-
tion. They know what steps are necessary
! in order to secure the requisite pressure

| through both mains and the promised in- |
| surance reduction. These men, we must;
;hope, will not now permit themselves to |
| be influenced by the reactionaries in and |

out of the Council.

The controversy _over the safety of |

children in the schools affords one forcible' tion may be more important than any one

illustration of the failure of the commit-|
tee system to give efficiency in adminis-|
tration. The building inspector is being
scolded by the public because he has not
caused all’ the schools to be made safe;
and he has been scolded by the mayor
because he spoke to the newspapers (when
asked) when he ought to have waited un-|
til he had first reported to his superiors. |
There is just enough in that rebuke to;
explain the absence of fire escapes, if we
want the real explanation. The building
inspector is guided, in practice, by what
ke knows to be the wishes of the indi-|
vidual aldermen who compose the fire and
light committee. If he would or could
speak out freely, he would be obliged to
say that he does his best to administer:
the law, but that he can only do so as!

| far as he is allowed to, and there ar:

plenty of things he knows he is not al-
lowed to do. He is not the building in-
spector at all, any more than Mr. Barlow
is the city surveyor, or Mr. Janin is head
of the water department. All these func-
tionaries are there to take the blame for
things, and to be mighty careful that they
do not indicate who is really to blame,
but not, one of their departments is ad-
ministered in the way they, as men train-
ed in their professions, would want. to ad-
minister it. But if they insisted on doing
things properly all the time, they would
lose their positions, and the public would
never know why, or who was to blame.
The give-and-take, equal-division-amongst
all-the-alderman system, lies like a pall
upon the whole service at the city hall,
just because there is no final responsibil-
ity anywhere. It is time to change all
that, to centralize the administration, and

has a really ancient history will receive a
new indorsement.”

The evidence of these pyramids in throw-
ing light on the ancient Mexican civiliza-

realizes. One of the crimes against civi-
lization committed by the Spanish con-
querors of Mexico was the destruction of
ancient churches and the throwing down
of the monuments and structures that the
Spanish priests thought had to do with
idolatrous worship.

Of pyramids like these now being un-
earthed there were many when the con-
querors first came. Only a few remain.
They were the first things that startled
Europeans and made antiquarians look for
an Asiatic source for the Mexican people.
Then came the wonderful Aztec calendar
stone, carved with the skill of finished
education and carrying the four cycles into
which many Asiatic people divided their
periods of time.

Catholic priests were startled to find the
cross, emblem of their Christianity, in
Ameriea. From the hieroglyphics comes
the present “Swastika.” Among the collec-
tions of ancient documents the testimony
of priests describing the Aztec baptisms
are still preserved. With them have been
preserved stories of the flood, legends of
the “snake woman,” and narratives of the
Tower of Babel.

So far the remains of ancient civiliza-
tion to be found in Mexico have been
scanty, but they are multiplied on the
southeastern slope of the Cordilleras, in
the valley of the Oaxaca and in the for-
ests of Chiapa and Yucatan. In those re-
gions the remains of several cities, in-
cluding Mitla, Palenque and Itzalana have
been found, all arguing a high state of
civilization.

Prescott’s third volume of the Conquest

ays:

“The real difficulty is to explain not how
man could have reached America, but
from what quarter he actually did reach

before Parliament and'is quite content to]
" afford the opposition every facility for"
‘ ventilating its views on all questions con- | IMPROVED BOOKKEEPING

{ nected with the administration without | Elsewhere is printed a correction of an
giving them many facilities for acquiring | Ottawa despatch in regard to the cost of
information. If the House is. kept occu-: thé “improved” bookkeeping on the I. C.
pied all summer long with the discuscion R. The value of this “improvement’’

to give the trained experts a chance (o
show what they can do. i

it. In surveying the whole extent of the
New World it is found to contain two
great families, one in the lower stage of
civilization, composed of hunters, and the
other nearly as far advanced in refinement
as the semi-civilized empires of Asia. The
more polished races were probably unac-
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of administrative scandals, and then after
a short session, in which an aggressive
transportation policy is brought dewn, the
elections are held, the public will be in no
mood to listen to a rehash of what is be-
ing served up this year. The term
of the present government does mnot ex-
pire until April, 1910.
plenty of time for two sessions after this

* * %

one, provided the second is very short, but
under no circumstances is it likely that
there w#. bs more than one. Such are

So that there is

would probably be exceedingly difficult to
demonstrate to the satisfaction of the tax-
payers, but for the moment the point is
that its cost was $43,000 and not $343,000
as our first report made it. An extra;
figure, due to an accident in tﬂegraphing
the news, made the difference.

What the public received for the $43,000
the public does -not yet know. Judging
by the exposures regarding the cost of this
improved bookkeeping in the Department
of Marine and Fisheries the net return for

\
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quainted with the existence of each other
on the different continents of America and
bad little intercourse with the barbarian
tribes by whom they were surrounded.
“Whence did the refinement of these
polished races come? Was it only a high-
er development of the same Indian char-
acter which we see in the more northern
latitudes defying every attempt at per-
manent civilization? Was it an indigen-
ous civilization? Or was it borrowed in
some degree from the nations of the east-
ern world? If indigenous, how shall we

BRITAIN'S BATTLESHIP
SOUADRON WILL EQUAL -
ANY COMBINED FORCE

Lord Tweedmouth Declares This Will
Be the Nation’s Condition in 1911—~
Little Use in More Construction at
Present.

e

London, March 18—Speaking in the
house of lords this evening., Lord Tweed-
mouth, first lord of the admiralty, defend-
ed the policy of the government in re-
fraining temporarily from laying down ¢
large number of battleships, and said that
the construction of battleships just now
partook largely of the nature of an experi-
ment.

Great Britain’s three vessels of the
Temeraire type, and the vessels of the St.
Vincent type, would be an improvemeant
on the Temeraire type. In the spring of
1911, Great Britain would have three
squadrons of four ships each of the St.
Vincent type. No power in the world
would be able to assemble such a fleet of
first class battleships, Lord Tweedmouth
declared, and he could almost. say that a
combination of all the powers of the
world would not be able to put an equal
squadron on the sea.

Dismissing Officials.
(Evening Times.)

In the absence of a statement of the rea-
sons for it, the resolution adopted by the
Liberal Conservative Association of Albert
county appears to be of an unnecessarily
sweeping nature. It describes the associa-
tion as “unanimously in favor of a com-
plete change of office holders under the
present administration,”—meaning the ad-
ministration of Mr. Hazen. So bald a
statement suggests that the Conseivatives
of Albert regard office as the most im-
portant consideration in political affairs.
No doubt such an assumption would not
do them justice. No doubt also they feel
keenly the gross abuse of power by »ffice
holders “in political campaigns, for ore of
the features of the recent keen cortest
was the pernicious activity of office hold-
ers.

Nevertheless the public mind will-re-
coil from the blunt suggestion of thidre-
solution, which goes too far. The spils

not lay too much emphasis upon the
phase of the controversy between tie
parties. Where good reason may be
fered for dismissing an official, he certaix
1y ought to go; but a general sweep woult
not be justified, and would lay the peopit
of Albert county open to the charge of
entertaining over-much of the vindictive-
ness of parish politics. It eurely cannot
be that every official in Albert county is
an offensive partizan or incompetent, and
no man should be dismissed except for
cause. It may be necessary to make
many . changes in the official life of
the province, but each case should be con-
sidered by itself and on its own merits.

A Victory Unforseen.
(Montreal Witness).

England and a good part of /Ireland are
laughing merrily over the_ bye-election that
took place in the north division of Lei-
trim. In 1906, C. J. Dolan was returned
unopposed, as an official Nationalist, bui
since then, he has joined the Sinn Fein
party and he resigned his seat ‘to .contest
it again on the side of that party.
result has been the return of his National-
ist opponents by 1,946.votes majority. The
“humor of it,” however, lies in the fact
that Mr. Dolan was a candidate for parlia
ment on a policy of abstention from par-
liament. His platform was that if elected
to ge he would stay away. He tried te
persuade his former constituents that that
would be an awful thing for parliament,
and a wonderfully good thing for Sinn’
Feiners; but the position was too esoteric
for the large majority of them, and so Mr.
Dolan was turned out of a seat he did not
intend to fill. Evidently the ‘“absence
treatment’’ is not yet popular in Ireland.
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The machine with the improved roller
gear —a time and labor sav-
ing invention, exclusive with
the ¢‘Puritan.”
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Roller bearings make it
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explain the singular coincidence with the
east in institutions and opinions?”
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