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Oulfcon la convinced that the one mother; while the other was some 
which was aold for «840, hüt resold distance away from them. It was a 
for £690, the record price, wan the remarkable Bight, and the fact le of 
skin of one of the previous year's lit- Interest and value to fox. breeders, 
ter of the three-legged fqx. Aa ai- ,There was never any disease among 
ready stated, the skin of one of her the jpnlton foxes. Despite whatever 
pups led afi prices at another of,the mortality may have occured during 
London fur sales. The Importent fact the early period of experiment In 
to remember, however, la that of the breeding, there was always, a good 
twenty-five skins In the gollbwlng flfoancl*! return. One female, for ex- 
record-breaking list, taken from the amfela raised fifteen pups in three 
official record of Lagipsoh's sales' tn years.
1910, twenty-two were Cherry Island One very cold afternoon, near dusk, 
foxes and bred and raised by, Rohtfrt Mr. Oulton saw a Utter of seven lit- 
T. Oulton. Here Is the offlçlàl Bales tie ones huddled together near the 
record, and It can be verified by ref- fence outside,the nest. He was a Ht- 
erence to J. Walter Jones’ book, "Fuf anxious, and went back later to 
Farming in Canada,” published by the fin<i that the mother had taken all 
Conservation Commission of Cgnada: but two of them Into the nest Think­

ing she would take the others also, 
hèi went away; but when he came 
beck, in the morning only five pups re­
mained, nor did he ever see hldè or 
hair of the other two. They probab­
ly perished and the mother burled 
them.

The killing time at the Cherry Is­
land ranch was between Christmas 
and New Year’s, and none but Mr. 

210 oulton and Mr. Dalton were permitted 
180 to be present. In the early days Mr. 

48 Oulton removed the female after mat­
ing time to a building, but learned lat- 

640 er tabt the pair could be left to 
810 gather uùttl Just before the Utter was 
440 born, when the male was removed 
430 to another part of the pen.
... As already stated. In addition to his 
840 share in the partnership foxes, Mr. 

Oulton after a few years had separ­
ate pens for foxes of his own, having 

.. at one time five pairs. He took four 
pairs with him to Shemogue in 1911, 
and when the partnership was dls- 

-',0 solved he received another pair, In­
cluding the famous three-legged fox. 
Mr. Dalton at the same time* had a 
ranch of his own at Tlgnlsh. Mr. Oul- 
ton’s son, W. R| Oulton, remained at 
Cherry Island, with the ppns kand sev­
eral pairs of foxes, after his father 
had moved awaÿ, but later sold the 
Island and removed his ranch, as al­
ready stated, and now lives at Alber-

The Man who First Bred these An­
imals Successfully in 

Captivity.

' THE
Kierstead & Mersereau (The Story of Cherry Islànd Ranch and the Foxes 

which Made a World’s Record at the London 
■ Fur Sales—Million Dollar Company Buys Oul­

ton Foxes.

!

FOXandFUR
CO. LIMITED.

I

Q. M. Lampoon A Co., 64 Queen street* 
London, B. C. 7th- April, 1910; 

Account of Silver Fox Furs receiv­
ed on consignment for account of C. 
Dalton, Esq., Tigntih, Prince Edward 
Island.

neglected to remove the male before 
a litter was born, and was unwise 
enough to do It a diy or two later. 
On the following day All the pups were 
dead. Mr. Oulton learned very early 
not to disturb the mother fox at

fox for sale. He sent for Mr. Dalton 
and together they went after the fox.
Mr. Oulton did the bargaining and 
bought the flox; but It was paid for 
with MF. Dalton's money, as ready 
cash was not then so small a consld- 
eratlon with Mr. Oulton as It became breeding time, and also to discourage 
In later years. Mr. Dalton took the visits from strangers to the ranch at 
fox to his home. This was his first any time. Even hie own sons did not 
black fox. Some time later, Mr. Oui- know how many foxes were there, and 
ton learned through a friend, Mr. Af- both Mr. Oulton and Mr. Dalton dis-
thur Ritchie, who vu engaged in couraged all who tried to leasn the
lumbering operations in Gaspe, that nature and extent of the experiments 
a light-keeper on Anticosti was adver- on Cherry Island. The Island was 
Using two black foxes 'for sale. He nearly half a mile from the mainland 
at once notified Mr. Dalton, and sug- and three-quarters of a mile from the 
gested that if he desired to purchase wharf, and this ensured a degree or 
the foxes it could be done through privacy for the experiment, although 
Mr. Ritchie. Mr. Dalton did so Aid the situation made a good deal of
the foxes arrived In doe time by boating necessary, as Mr. Oulton still
schooner In Summerslde, and were carried on hie farming operations and 
taken to Mr. Dalton’s home. This his children had to go back and forth 
was in 1887. to school on the mainland. While

Mr. Dalton’s efforts to breed black living on the island Mr. 
foxes In captivity were, however, un- lyjought something like eighty 
successful, and in 1894 he entered or Its surface under cultivation, 
into a partnership with Mr. Oulton. At the very outset the foxes gave 
The latter built the ranch on his farm trouble. The first arrivals were plac- 
on Cherry Island, in a copse of spruce ed In a wooden building before being 
and hardwtood. It was about a bun- removed to the ranch. They gnawed 
dred feet square, and often as he lab- through the boards and three escap- 
ored in the trench into which the ed. A hound gave warning and with 
wire must be sunk, to prevent thff its aid one of them was recaptured, 
foxes from digging their way out, he The other two were taken in traps 
asked himself if it were really worth but not before there had been a raid 
while. The days were hot, the mos- on the poultry yaflg. 
qultos very troublesome, the work Mr. Oulton tells Interesting stories 
hard, and the outcome problematical, albout the burrowing propensities of 
But it was not in his nature to take the fox. The surface of the Island 

trail, when

(Copyright: 1914: By A. M. Beldtng.)
To come into personal touch with 

a jnan who was In at the birth of a 
new Industry, or the discovery of a 
new source of wealth, and who saw it 
developed to proportions far beyond 
bis wildest dreams, is a very interest­
ing and note-worthy experience.
if Robert T. Oulton had not lived, 

the problem of breeding black foxes 
in captivity, and indeed the problem 
of the world's fur supply might still 
have been unsolved. His success with 
Black Foxes placed that great indus­
try on its feet, directed public atten­
tion to the possibilities of fur farm­
ing and led to successful experiments 
in breeding other fur-bearing animals 
in captivity. It gave the Province of 
Prince Edward Island its greatest 
present and prospective source of 
wealth, and has added and is adding 
millions to the wealth of the other 
provinces. _

Up to the present time Mr. Oulton 
has not * received due rectognition for 

work lie has accomplished. He 
was the man kbo built on his own 
farm the first scientific black fox 
ranch, and fed and eared for the 
foxes, and demonstrated the possibil­
ity not only of breeding these animals 
in captivity year after year, but or 
Improving the stock and making the 
venture financially a very profitable 
one. It is true that he was not 
alone, and that he was not the first 
to make the experiment; «but it was 
his constant study and his constant 
care night and day at the ranch that 
won success for him and his partner, 
Mr. Charles Dalton, and blazed the 

fer all who followed.

£SkinsLot
2016 3101

6302016 1
2017 1
2110 1
2120 , 1 Owners of the Celebrated Robert T. Oulton 

Silver Black Foxes, arid successors to 
Robert T, Oulton, Pioneer Silver Fox 
Rancher of the World.

2802149 1
2160
2161 1

2 at 2202162
2163 1

2502 at 1262166
2194

3402195
2002190 1
3702197 1

2200 1
2230 1
2231 1

Capitalization: $1,000,000. Present Stock Issue: $700,000 
Treasury Stock: $300,000. to be sold only for the 

purchase of additional animals.

2002282 1Oulton 2802283 1
2902234 1
4202242 2 at 210

The man who had the most reason 
to be gratified with the results of 
that year’s sales was Mr. Oulton, for 
the animals 1 bred in captivity, under 
his care, made a world’s record. 
While the sales were made by Mr. Dal­
ton through Lampoon and Com 
twenty-two of the twenty-five skins, 
as already stated, were from the 
Cherry Island ranch, and fourteen of 
them were owned by Robert T. Oui-

An Ungrateful Province.

the

ton.
r cent, of the Oulton foxes 

Out of
P»ny, Ninety pe

breed when one year old. 
eight pairs#In 1912 only one pair miss­
ed, and last year every pair produced 
a litter. A black fox will breed for 
ten years and In some cases twelve.

At the sales In London one year, 
more than half of the black fox skins 
which brought £100 or over were 
from the Cherry Island jranch. The 
first skins from this ranch were mar­
keted in 1896. ,

was a sandy soil. Once a thaïe fox 
had burrowed into the earth, and fail­
ed to come out. Mr. Oulton feared 
that something serious had happened 
and set to work to dig the fox out. He 
sunk a pit four feet, and, finding that 
the burrow then extended at right 
angles, took the direction and sunk 
another pit, striking the burrow again, 
and again taking the direction and 
going on to sink a third pit. This he 
continued until at a distance of fifty- 
four feet he located the fox, alive and 
well, under the roots of a beech tree.

On another occasion the foxes bur­
rowed so deep that they were- below 
the wire, and continued until they 
got on the outer side, and then began 
to move toward the surface. The 
male and female fox and all their 
litter would have escaped had not 
Mr. Oulton decided In good time to 
dig them out. Getting the direction 
of the hole they dug outside the fence, 
and had only removed a foot or so of 
the surface when the foxes began to 
run out. They were captured and re­
turned to the ranch. In a soil where 
burrowing is easy the wire must be 
placed deep, but in clay soil this is 
not necessary.

once he had setthe back
out to accomplish a task; and so on 
his little island he tolled till the work 
was done. It was necessary to send 
to Montreal to get the kind of wire 
needed, and after It had been placed, 
and the pens made for the foxes, Mr. 
Dalton, who had of course visited 
the place (for the two never took any 
steps without consultation, and never 
had a dispute In their eighteen years 
of partnership) took down from his 
home to the ranch two pairs of black 
foxes, one of which he had secured 
in Morrell, and the other from Louie 
Spence of Bedeque. Up to this time 
no one had been successful in breed­
ing the animals in captivity.

It. has been said that republics are 
ungrateful, but what shall be said of 
the Province of Prince Edward Island? 
They have organized a Fox Breeders’ 
Association on the Island, and classi­
fied foxes into Grades A. B. and C. 
the first named being the highest 
grade. It Is stipulated that only foxes 
born in that Province can qualify for 
Grade A. One result of this Is 
though the brain and toll of Robert T. 
Oulton gave the Province a great new 
industry by successfully breding black 
foxes, one of his foxes bom at the 
ranch at Shemogue could not qualify 
as a Grade A. fox on Prince Edward 
Island, and tfre stock raised in New 
Brunswick by the pmn.yrho bred the 
most valuable foxes è#er produced on 
an Island ranch is ti*us barred out.

It is the boast at, Prince Edward 
Island today that, its, wealth in foxes- 
is twice as great as v4n cattle, sheep, 
horses, swine and poultry, and that 
the black fox has made millionaires 
among the people; but the founder of 
all this- wealth, the practical 
whose faith and stubborn toll and per­
sistence made it possible, receives 
the scantiest recognition. Monuments 
have been erected in honor of men 
who did far less for a community. 
Perhaps if Mr. Oultqn had been more 
assertive he might have received a 
larger measure of justice, but when 
the real history of the first success­
ful attempt to breed black foxes In 
captivity is written, the unassuming 

In his eightieth year, who

iHonor to Whom Honor is Due.
The Oulton Family.

While the black fox made a for­
tune for Robert T. Oulton, and it was 

that al- made by breeding and selling skins 
before the present universal Interest 
in breeding foxes and paying enorm­
ous aijces for them had developed, 
his children also gained Wealth In the 
business.

In the fall of 1910, John M. Oulton 
and J. R. Taylor started a ranch at 
Shemogue with one pair, and raised 
five. They had two more litters this 
spring.

In 1912, Mr. Oulton's daughter, Mrs. 
G, P. Spalding, received one pair, 
and a litter was bora last year and 
another this spring—on the Oultori- 
Taylor ranch

In September, 1913, Thomas A. Oul­
ton, another son, living at Alberton, 
Prince Edward Island, was also en­
abled to take up the business with 
success. Of W. R. Oulton ab Cherry 
Island the story has already been told.

To C. M. Oulton and the other mem­
bers of the family, three pairs of 
bleedlhg foxes were given, and they 
set up a ranch at Shemogue last year, 
and have two litters this spring. On 
this ranch also are fisher and mink, 
with three litters of fisher and nine 
of mink this spring. The fisher have 
from two to six in a litter, and the 
mink four to seven. The fisher are 
tame and can be fed out of the ‘hand. 
The skins are worth $30 to $40, and 
the mink skins $8 to $10.

The romance of the black fox Is 
nowhere better told than in the story 
of Robert T Oulton, his £evoted wife, 
and their eleven children. The fath­
er and mother in their declining years 
can look back over years of earnest 
labor—years that must have been 
endured in loneliness and separa­
tion from social advantages—but to 
>be crowned at last with a great

that
as .theirs stretches before their child-

which re­
course in life, Mr. Oulton said;—*”! 
made two vows years ago. One was 
that no one should go hungry from 
my house, and the other was that no 
one should be the worse In this world 
for my having lived in It” A home­
ly and simple philosophy this, and yet 
how much it signifies. Those who 
know Mr. Oulton know that he has 
never departed from the rules of con­
duct thus expressed.

Sold the Foxes for 3224,000.00

Let me insert just here an extract 
from a letter written last year to Mr. 
Oulton by Mr. D. H. Macgowan, now 
of New Westminster, B. C.; but form­
erly a well-known resident of Prince 
Edward Island, and a warm personal 
friend of the pioneer fox farmer. Mr. 
Macgowan wrote as follows:—

-The first chapter in the black fox 
industry has never been written and 
appears to be forgotten. Many years 
ago—I have no means of recalling the 
exact date-1 was fishing trout in the 
stream below the waste-gate at Ben 
Haywood’s dam at Tlgnlsh, when a 
man came along witfr a horse and 
cart. He stopped and told me he naa 
a young black fox he wanted to sell 
me. I Inquired the price, which was 
ihe modest sum of $10. I bold him I 
lived In Charlottétown and could not 
keep foxes there; and advised him to 
zo to Haywood’s, for I knew he had a 
kind of stockade behind his barn, 
where he had kept some red foxes, 
but they had died and the stockade 
was empty. The man told me his pup 
was a male, but the man from whom 

,he got him, over near the light house 
at North Cape, had a female also. I 
told him to be sure and tell Haywood 
about it, for if he knew he could get 
the pair he would be more likely to 
buy the pup. He turned around and 
drove to Hay wood’s, and in a short 
time came back with a calf In his cart 
and a cow following the rig. He had 
got the cow and calf from Haywood 
in exchange for the pup. Haywood 
went to North Cape and had to pay 
$25.00 for the female pup. H% kept 
them for some years and actually rais­
ed two young ones, the skins of which 
he sold to Harry Leslie at Kensing­
ton for $76. and $125. respectively. 
The old mother fox died, and betpre 
hd got one to take her place the dog 
fox died from excess of fat. Charlie 
Dalton skinned him and took a ball 
of fat the size of a cocoanut off the 
inside of the skin. This ended Hay­
wood’s experiment, but it would nev­
er have been a success, because the 
quarters he b’ad them in were too 
small and the surroundings too un­
natural; but it be had possessed your 
knowledge and resourcefulness, he 
would have built a wire enclosure in 
a bush, not very far from his home, 
and would no doubt have succeeded 
in breeding them. Still, I question 
whether he would have bestowed the 

'attention and care upon thejp that you 
did, and that is what made a splendid 
success of a doubtlul Experiment. You 
and I know that theMmsiness would 
have been If you had Xot been doing 
the lion’s share of the work, planning 
and experimenting, making failures at 
times and profiting by the experience 
gained, until you finally made a suc­
cess of it. I trust that, so far as the 
financial part of the business is con­
cerned, you have no cause for com­
plaint; but certainly, as far as the 
honor of founding a great new indus­
try that has made Prince Edward Is­
land famous is concerned, you appear 
to me not to havd received the credit 
and praise that are justly yours.”

XKVXxx.

The Oulton-Dalton Partnership.

ASSETSSince Mr. Dalton owned the two 
pairs of foxes with which the ranch 
was started, it was agreed that out 
of the first litter Mr. Dalton was to 
receive two more of the little foxes 
than Mr. Oulton, and the latter would 
then become owner of one of the orig­
inal two pairs, and . thereafter they 
would share and share alike. But 
it was also stipulated that Mr. Oul­
ton "must feed all the foxes at his 
own expense, and take care of them, 
while Mr. Dalton would attend to the 
marketing of the furs. This agree­
ment continued without a break until 
two years ago, when the partnership 
ended, and there was a division of 
the three pairs of foxes then on Xhe 
Cherry Island Ranch. But in addition 
to the partnership foxes, each part­
ner after a few years made separate 
pens for some of his own foxes, Mr. 
Oulton on Cherry Island, and Mr. Dal­
ton at his home in Tlgnlsh. where be 
established a ranch after the Cherry 
Island experiment had proved a euo 

years ago Mr. Oulton 
his old home in Little

Options on 28 pairs highest grade Silver Black Fox­
es, including 8 pairs of the famous Oulton breeders and 
5 pairs breeders of other standard strains; also 15 
.pairs young all of standard strains, 3 pairs of above 
breeders include this year's young making a dividend 
probable this year,

We'have a long lease of. the Oulton ranch at Little 
Shemogue, N, B,, and are negotiating for its purchase 
with large farm attached,

In addition to foxes we have purchased 40 pairs 
Mink, 4 pairs Fisher, 3 pairs Martin, and shall add large 
numbers of other fur animals as they are available.

The Three-,Legged Fox

The stories of escape and capture 
bring us to the famous three-legged 
fox, the skin of one of wl^ose pups 
brought the highest price one year 
at the lH>ndon fur sales, and whqse 
death by accident recently * Is esti­
mated by Mr. Oulton to have Involv­
ed a loss of $40,000. for she was about 
to produce her fifth litter of pups.

This was not a wild fox, as has 
erroneously been asserted; but a fox 
born in captivity on the Cherry Is­
land ranch. In March, about six years 
ago, the snow piled In great drifts, 
and as there were no .wind-breaks, it 
rose so high In thb ranch that this 
fox and her mate were able -to leap 
over the fence and escape. Her mate 
got away over the ice to the main­
land and escaped, but she was cap­
tured in’a trap. Her teg was broken 
and amputation was necessary. She 
recovered and another mate was got 
for her, and she pqoduced fourteen 
pups in three years, in litters of five 
and five and four. I^ast year she rais­
ed two, making sixteen in all. and 
\\ould have, produced another litter 
this year, but that she was choked 
to death with a piece of meat before 
she gave them birth. One of her pups, 
a female, was sold for $7,000. and an­
other for $5,500. With the skins of 
others of her pups bringing very high 
prices in the London market, it is 
not difficult to estimate her worth 
to her owners. She was one of the 
pair taken by him to Shemogue, when 
Mr. Oulton dissolved partnership with 
Mr. Dalton.

There Is also an interesting story 
about her mate who escaped to the 
mainland. Jhetbefore dusk one night 

. Oulton saw him on the farther 
shore, looking toward the island, and 
knew that he wanted to come home. 
He came in the night, and the ice 
moved next day. Mr. Oulton found 
him at the rantfi in the morning and 
saw at once that he was 111. Htf had 
been poisoned, and came home to die 
—tor the ranch, was his only home. 
Mr. Oulton took him to the house, but 
could do nothing to save his life. 

,, „ n.iitnn'n to leant hHe WM tlle >"*•»« fox ever raised
. have ». .toot™, lb. Up, byetW

moved “from tb^old home” ea/at LU- .1 thei outset ïr. DalWnVîpened t" have‘the. Ull
tie Shemogue, New Bromwich, to a were hollow ht» hreught to thp ranco, lnother f0I ,nd thl wu lewed 
new home in Prlne. toward Island, but In time ‘ ** *“ ^ on. ünd the îoibîïlîtol foxeTkta
Some years later he purchased Cherry cession to the breeding mother was • # hlgh lce
Island, In Alberton Bay. and set him- unnecessary, and the modern pea was >
self to the task of converting its hun- eventually substituted. The problem a Serious Omission,
dred and seventy acres of wilderness of selecting the most suitable food
into a home for himself and family, for the animals had to be studied and A great deal has been said and wrlti 
Both betore and after he* moved to solved. That the mother must not ten about the high prices obtained 
Cherry Island he and Charles Dal- be disturbed at breeding time, and for black fox skins from Prince Ed- 
ton went together hunting every year, that If she were disturbed while her ward Island, at the London fur sales 
They kept hounds and hunted foxes, utter was still only a few weeks old, tn 1910, but the fact has not been stat- 
Though they killed many red ones, she would kill the pups and thus at ed that Mr. Oulton was the owner 
thev never had the good, fortune to one strbke wipe out thousands of aol* of most of them. Of twenty-five skins 
shoot a black 16%. They talked about lars of prospective profits, was a les* of which the record Is here given, no 
them, hbwever, and when on their ex- son to be learned by costly experience, tees than twenty-two ’ were from the 
«editions and at many other times That It was desirable to separate the Cherry Island ranch. Mr. Oulton 
speculated upon the possibility of male from the female at breeding time owned eight of them outright, and had 
breeding black foxes In captivity. At was another lesson. The experience a half Interest In twelve more, which 
last, when they had about made up of* a breeder, not Mr. Oulton, in more would make his share fourteen out 
their minds that the experiment recent years, may be cited as an il- of the twerily-two from the ranch. This 
should be tried, Mr. Oulton heard of lustration of the extreme care that was the famous sale which broke all 

named Gibbs who had a black I must be exorcised. This breeder records for black fox skins, and Mr.

man, now 
conducted the Cherry Island ranch, 
will not be overlooked.

An Oulton from Jollcure, a century 
or more ago, went Into the wilder­
ness of Littje Shemogue to found a 
home. He thrust Into the soil a wil­
low wand he had carried In his hand. 
Today rows of giant willows on the 
old homestead remind his descendants 
of the incident. His son, Robert T. 
Oulton, sought a home In Prince Ed­
ward Island, and not only enriched 
that province, but brought back to 

a source of wealth and the 
placing every one of his

removed to 
Shemogue, where he established a 
ranch, and soon after the partnership 
was dissolved. The foxes he took to 
Shemogue were from the Cherry Is­
land ranch, and were of his own breed­
ing and selection, after an experience 
of nearly twenty years. At one time 
Mr. Oulton had five pairs of foxes 
of his own on Cherry Island, and there 
werc^sonyetimes fifteen pairs or more 
in the partnership ranch at one time. 
What this Involved for Mr. Oulton in 
the matter of earnest study, fore­
thought,, and care, in what was still 
to some extât the experimental stage 
of the new industry,, may easily be 

he says, he and
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Shemo 
meads
eleven children above the reach of 
want. To each of these he gave one 
or two foxes, and to these others have 
been added by breeding, all of them 
of that incomparable stock 
made the Cherry Island ranch of 
world-wide fame. Two of his sons 
are still on Prlncp *
One of them remained 
land, but has since sold It and remov­
ed to the mainland. ,

After Robert T. Oulton had divided 
his foxes among his children, he could 
not be content, and when he heard 
of some black foxes brought To Monc­
ton from the far northwest he pur­
chased a fine young pair, and placed 
them In a large pen constructed in 
his barn. He said to the writer that 
he had no plans yet regarding thdm, 
but just felt that he had to have 
something akin to the old life to keep 
him engaged.

9?
and the glad assurance 

no such toilsome road

Speaking to the writer of his

Edward Island, 
on Cherry Is-

Imagined. But, as .
Mr. Dalton always consulted each 
other before any new move was made, 
and ultimately success crowned their 
methods. When necessary, foxes were 
purchased, to prevent too much in- 
breeding, but only foxes of known 
value. Two were got In Nova Scotia. 
In the early days black pupa were 
sometimes found in the litter of a 
red fox, when the den was discovered 
and its inmates captured by some en- 

and later, when

This story would not be complete 
without the announcement of the sale 
of the Oulton foxes at Sbemoéue to 
Kierstead & Mersereau, of St. John, 
lor $224,000, thus placing in the hands 
of the Kierstead & Mersereau Fox and 

gome Interesting Facts. BTir Company, limited, which will begome mw a • , capitalised at $1,000,000, the finest
Mr. Oulton said that during all bis group of breeding fyxes in the world, 

experience in breeding black, fqges, The price paid , per pair tor the foxes 
he never saw a red hair, on ^ ranch ara#-426,000 and for one pair of 
fox, nor a eingle*deformlly. ®klqs pups $16,000. Four pairs of foxes 
differed In value, but they wéte aU and one pair of pups were purchased 
silver-black. In this connection -Uif from John M. Oulton and J. R. Tay- 
story of an Oulton fox that. died of lor. the total amount paid them being 
old age on the ranch of X M Oulton $j 20,000. One pair was purchased 
and J. R. Taylor, on October from Mrs. G. P. Spalding for $26,-
is of especial interest. Ç>t course the 000. Three pairs were purchased 
akin would not be In so good condition frpm C. M. Oulton and other members 
In October as at the usual frilling of the family tot $78,000. making a 
time, and the fox was old, but at the total of $224,000. The writer saw the 
London fur sales In March, 1918, Tt agreements of sale stipulating the 
brought £160 and only six black fbX prices as above. This gives the new 
skins offered at those sales brought company eight pairs of biatured foxes 
a higher price. Aqd it 1* worth noting and one pair of pups 
that the criticism of this skin was D.iUton stock from Cherry Island ran- 
that It was too black. It was market- ch, and to these will be added eighteen 
ed by Messrs. Oulton and Taylor, pairs selected from the best stock of 
through Lam son ft Company. . , the best ranches now engaged In

The largest single litter of black breeding stock Is concerned, therefore, 
toxes Mr Oulton ever raised was breeding stock is concerned therefore, 
six One female bad seven, but only no Company has ever been in a more 
raised five of them. On one occasion fortunate position ; and Mr. Oulton, 
he had two mothers In one pen, one who was the pioneer kuccessful fox 
with five and the other with four lit- breeder in Canada, has the eatlefac- 
tie ones Mr. Oulton one day chanc- tlon of knowing that his foxes have 
ed to get a view of the pen without not only enriched himself and his fam- 
dtsturbtng the animals, and to his ily, but have formed the basis of a 
great surprise, saw the whole nine lit- great corporation which will conduct 
tie foxes taking nourishment from one fur-farming on a colossal scale.

DIRECTORS '
Mrterprieing hunter; 

other ranches were successfully es­
tablished, It was possible to get good 
stock that was raised In captivity. 
The partners never experimented with 
Western black foxes. They kept the 
strain pure, and of each litter only 
the best were retained from year to 
year for breeding purpopes.

Some Eatly Experiences.

J. F, Tuffs, Esq., D.C.L., Professor of Eoconomics and 
History, Acadia Uuniversity, Wolfville, N, S., Director, 

"Thoroughbred Silver Black Foxes, Ltd,

Herman S, Murray, Esq., Chatham, N. B,, C, F, McLen­
nan, Esq., Halifax, N, S., John M. Oulton, Fox Ran­
cher, Little Shemogue,N, B,

Ranch Manager—Thomas A,. Oulton, Little Shemogue, 
N. B, 1
Write at once for prospectus and full information, or 

send application to

The Cherry Islsnd Ranch.

Mr.

of the famous The Kierstead & Mersereau 
Fox and fur Co. Limited

73 DOCK STREET. ST. JOHN, N, B,
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