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Fhe Clementine
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which you have been
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n the second hal I the s I century there was a
canon  of Lestament consisting of two parts,
called the and the ‘apostle The lirst was com-
plete contaimng the four gospels®lone | the second, which
Was 1N iined the Acts of the Apostles and
episties of Paul, one of Peter, one of John,
and the Revelatio Where - this  collection originated
s uncerta Its b place may have been Asia Minor,
Alexandiig estern  Af . At all events, lrenaeus,
Cleme f Alexandn han speak of 1ts two
part wnad e ag HzIng 1ts existence

he examy w churches, to which
w i « t have done much
in the eception the books.”

It evidently e ry neet the various heresies
with writter LR | not taditions, passed on from
mouth 10 mouthct . prred accepted records to
which to jelvy tiliag putes and 1 teac g infallible
doctiine [ i al af common ground
would be 1 2 i which  those iding the  truth
could stand and dvfen burches from current specula
tions and error he Fbelievers also made the” ac
veptance of aut tive i nece: Even  Paul
masrveled that e Christia vere so soon drawn. away
from the faut the gosg Wher gospels were preached
i s day

Up tot e, va li wis' an isolated, independ
ant body Fhe episcopal systsm of uniting thie charches in-
1o one organiation had o vel been established. . Much
foss was Homanisim, with a Hible head at Rome, even

thougtet-of at this time It 100k nuny
masterly systewn of ceclesiasticn

years to evolve this
Lheregwas an- impera
tive desuand for a list of New Testament writings, like
those of the Old Tes f

for more purposes than one
The doctrpes of the Gnostics and Munichaeans - were

rnt

abroad and were defemded by Greek and Persian philoso-.

phy. These teachings proved very hurtful to Christianity.
A, in our day, the higher criticism, or rather destructive
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criticism, supplants spirituality by rationalism, so it was in
that day. Of the Gnostics this was especially true. Paul
came in contact with this system in its early stages. To
the Christians, he said, “I came not to you in the wisdom of
men.”  His speech and his preaching were not in man's but

in God's wisdom.  This, too, was a - time when apoeryphal

books multiplied to an alarming extent : and tnreatened to
dverwhelm and discredit the inspired writings

T all churches, however, united in one, we are not
indebted  for collecting the inspired writings of. the
New Testament. It was aflter the middle of the second cen-
tury bef yre such an orgnization existed. A little common

sense, added to spiritual discernment, helps us to a satis

factory answer to the question, who first gathered the New
b | &

Tes ament writings into a collection, and pronounced them

ir contents, they

holy and inspired?  As we learn from t

were first written and sent to

e several congregations or

churches to which they were addressed. The wr

ters ex-

pressed the wish that their writines should be circulated

among churches, other

the ones to which they were
directly sent. Tle pastors of these churches would natur

ally feel that they were the custodians of these sacred writ-

ings. To copy them was as natural as it was essential. 1
now have in my possessio thick vo'ume of copies of
letters written by the fathers of the Baj denomination

in the Maritime Provin 1 by a Mr. Bennett

grandfather of the Misses Bennett 1 I'his collec
tion includes some letters of Henry Alline, a fow of wheh |
copied into th Bapt st_history. Had it o t been for thest
copies, not a letter of that fervent evang t could now be
, although it is probable lie wrote hundreds of them
Wh=n printi' g was un‘nown, and copving a profession, it
follows that the separate writings of t lest, t
would be extensi nultijlied b Ihe past
of the churches, in this way, would come t ¢ A
set of apost writing Fhe i 1
onsequent responsibility I ¢ i
nitt I'} ! e ‘ fated to ea
er as are  the "Bapt ! ‘ toda I'he
Mg tt vamd e \ . t
be the sacred p noof ea I'he v v
thus prepared for & counci )t to consider
and pass upon the cred cangn of v . Te tament
a pastor woul 1 t ( f ew f hi
hucch an the ¢ 1t [ writin f 1 1o be
mspired. A few at-least of the pri il 15t n differ
ent countries before the end of the s ond tury eirfgd
to 1o i decision in ¢ el ta the canonical books
of the New Testament. Belore any general council took
t of the thénticity inspiration f the
ity consideration, tradition had been doing it
work in confusing the inspired with the uninspired books
Apostolic prety had largely fallen into dechy, and this
created conditions favora to error imposture. There
were men, however, w trove to {r e apostc Writ

ings and apaostolic truth fr Ve teasing accumu
lations of apocryphal productions immediately lowing
the times of the apostle In the imarytrdom of Polycary

martyr 167 A. D ) an epistle bel d to have been written

about A, D. 160, there is mention of a general church

“Catholic Church:”  The thought of such an organization
is also in the Ignatian epistles (Ignatius martyr 116 A. D
But the established use of the term 15 due to lranaeus
died 202 A. D.), Tertullian (died about 220 A D) and

1

Cyprian (martyr A. D} Origen was also an eminent

author. -He madea critical examination of the books of the
New Testament. Before his tine, the leading books had

been regarded as sacred and the final’and infallible appeal

i matter of belief and practice in Christian churches
He did not oppose this practice; but assumed that it was
true and safe. The tradition of the churches in repect to

the inspired books are regarded by him as trustworthy and
i .3 3 )

justifiable. The number of sacred and inspired books in-
creased. They were, through a critical process, takes Trem
the apocryphal writings, wh'ch claimed a place among
them. There was in the age much conflict of opinion in
regard to the genuine and inspired books. As yet no coun-
cil had given a decision in regard to them

But some in the churches continued to retain apostolic
light—primitive piety; and so far as this was true, there
I

was that spiritual consciousness of which I shall speak

at length in a futu

e number, which prevailed  in

the churches of the East and We

and which did
much to settle the question of an inspired canon of the New

Testment. The xe

It was unanimity -almost universal

The final outcome was the

ist of writings which have stood

the critical examination uf all.-the subsequent centuries
I'he Ne

existence as a collection of inspired writings in the last of

v Testament, as we now have it, which came into

the second and the first of the third centuries, has with
stood the fires in which it has been tried, and in which it
is still  undergoing trial; and doubtless will retnain God's
word of the New Covenant until the end of time

There is no definite catalogue of the books of the New
Testament reaching back to the days of the apostles. In
spired and uninspired sacred literature was produced con
temporaneously and, to use a modern scientific term, there
was a survival of the fittest. The genuine was separated
fror the spurious by spiritual election. The wheat was
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separated from the chaff by winnow s violent
winnowing. So far as the Old Tes 3
list was in existedce in the time of Christ. It had been
prepared and preserved by the Jews. This was not the
case with the New Testament. Among the early Clu

=

ncerned, a

tiaa writers none, except Jerome and Origen, seemed to
have understood the Hebrew language. The Old Testa
ment canon, formed in Alexandria by the Alexandrian
Jews, contained some apocryphal books. ‘In some of the
Christian writers these books are referred to as if they were
a part of the Old Testament. However, this is. not gen
general. Origen, Jerome and Epiphanius refer to the use
of the Old Testament apocryphal books in some of the
churches. Jerome says that the Nicene Council (325) ad
mitted Judith as a canonical book. At councils where the

inspiration of the Scriptures was discussed, the examina-

tion was not carried on by the critical method; but by the

previous decision of the churches—the authority of tradi

tion which rested on spiritual insight and judgment. De-

fore the matter of deciding the canon of bath the Old and

i as it

the New Testaments got into the bands of counc

did in the fourth and fifth centuries, the 1 ter had been

substantially decided and remained so until the Council of

y the books

I'rent, held in Luther's day. At this assemt
»f Tobit, Judith, the Book of Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus
Jaruch and first and second Maecahees were added to the
cil of Trent. The

T'estament by the decree of the Cc

New Testament as now accepted was pronounced canonical

“Whoever shall not receive, as sacred and canonical, all

these books and every part of them, as they ar mmonly

read in the Cathelic church, and are « vned in the old
vulgite Latin edition, or shall knowingly or deliberatel
lespise the aid traditions, let him be I'h
said the Roman Catholic Councit of Trent the 1t
century I'his was practically tl fecist ) ( i
the fourth and fifth centune It wa E era
3 I'he Greek and | Ca ! {
Latin Vulgate, a inslate | { 1

spired scripture

Lather, baving been tramed 1 Roman  (
church, w the occasion of h bre g with

ymmu nion, unsettled in bielie 1hon 1 ¢
dogmas and among theni that of ! f ript
T'his matter he had to settle for himself, Ja seemed t
be opposed to his cardinal doctring of salvation fa
He therefore said 1t was an «opi [ straw. H 1y
put the I pistle of Hebrews on an equality with those of
Paul. Hedid not consider the revelation as apostolic or
prophetic He, however, reversed this judgment.  He |
doubts about the epictle of Jude. Other reformers held
various opinions about the canonicity of books of the
Bible: A number of the Reformed churches and ng

them the Church of England, allowed the reading of some
of the apocryphal bgoks of the Old Testament, while they
did rot regard thear as inspired. The Confes 1on of Faith
at Westminster sharply distinguishes between the canon
ical and apocryphal books both of the OId and the New
Festaments

. o

Spreading Literature.
v
Doctor Cramp used to say “Christianity is the leaven of

the world, and Baptists are the leaven of Christianity

Probably this refers to Baptist principles. True democracy
prevails in our churches, and independent thinking among
our members. Our churches are proverbial for not being
under the thumb of pastor or rich or influential member
I'here may be some exceptions; but we are more free from

the “one man power than any ‘other denomination.
I have heard cf churchés which had not a member brave
enough to oppose a measure proposed by the clergyman or

by the deacons, and whi'e deploring such ‘“slavery” 1 was

glad they were not Baptist churches. The
Church” do not scare us; and “Don’t oppose the Lord's
anointed servant” dare not be quoted in any Baptist meet
ing no matter how small the church or lowly and un-

learned the members. The pastor shallow enough to use
such argument in order to get his plans adoped would

have to resign, and every lover of freedom must be glad

we reside on such elevated ground. But all the “prieste
so called 1s not entirely outside the Baptist churches made
up as they are of individuals born and bred among people
many of whom would not dare to oppose the clergyman no
matter how much his own judgment might difler. Now,
this matter of individual opinion (within the limits of
reason) i1s exceedingly important for the human race

and the

Break the shackles of old forms and ceremoni

world is lifted. This is what the Christian missionaries

are doing te heathendom. Baptists more, shall I say, than

any others are doing this uplifting in Amerisa,—yea even
in the Maritime Provinces. What an irretrievable los
would fall upofi our nation if every Haptist church were
obliterated. What blessings would come to humanity if
there were twice as many DBaptists in the world a

are today ! I such were the case, the milleni would
seem very near, and how weakened would become despot

ism, corruption, the trusts, strikes, speculatior ecuiation

and strong drink ! Put three or four more liviag Baptist

churches into & city or county, and drunkenness, debauc h-

errors of the
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