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THE CHURCH GARDE

A SEASONABLE SERMQN PREA“(’;HED
BY REV. DR. TALMAGE&‘_
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A Gathering of qu's Pegplo.”a- M' of:
Choice: Flowers, ' Selgét’ - Fruits and
Thorough Irrlntlou—An Inv!h.tiou
tp Enter.

Washington, May 3.—As the parks
in Washington are ablodm with hya-

‘einths, and the gardens’ are being

made, the simile dominant in' this sub-
Ject is very' suggestive ‘and pra.ctioa.l.
Dr. Talmage’'s text  was Isalah Iviil,
11, “Thou shalt be like a wa.tered gar-
den.”

The Biblé is a great poem. We have
in it faultless rhythm, and bold im-
agery, ‘and startiing antithesis,: an
rapturous lyric, and sweet pastoral,
and instructive narrative,  and de-
wvotional psalm—-thought expressed in’
style more solemn than that of Mont-
gomery, more bold than that of Miiton,
more terrible than that of Dante, moreé
matural than that of Wordsworﬂx
more impassionated than that of Pol-
lock, more tender than that of Cowper,
more weird than that of Spenser..

This gredt poem brings all .the gems
of thé earth intc its cofonet, and. it
weaves the flames of judgment into
its garlands, and pours seternak
monies ‘in its xhythm. Bveryth ns
this book touches it makes beautiful,
from'the plain stones of the sum-
mer thrashing floor to the daughters
of Nabor filling thé trough for the
camels, from the fish pools of Hesh-
bon up to the psdlmist praising God
with ‘the diapason ‘of storm and whir-
wind and Job’s Imagery of Orion, Arc-
turus and the Pleiades,

My text leads us into a scene of sum-
mer redolence. The world has had a
great many beautiful gardens. Char-
lemagne added to the glory of his
reign by decreelng that they be est.a.b-
lished all through the realm.,decld—
ing even the names of the flowers to
be planted there. Henry IV., at Mont-
pellier, established gardens. ot bewitoh—
ing beauty and luxuriance, ‘gathering
into them Alpine; Pyrenean aml French
plants. One of the sweetest spots on
earth was' the garden of Shenstone.
the poet.  His writings have made but
Uttle impression on the world, but his
garden, ‘‘The Leasowes,” will bg im-
mortal. To the natural advantage of
that place was brought the perfection
of art.  Arbor and terrace and slope
and rustic' temple and reservoir and
urn and fountain here had thelr crown-
ing. Oak and yew and hazel put forth
their richest foliage. There was no

 life more diligent, ng soul more ip

genious; than that of Shenstone, an.
all that diligence a.nd genius he

brought to the adornment: of that.one :

treasured spot. = He gave £300 for it;
he sold it for £17,000, And yet I am
to tell you to-day of a richer garden
than any I have mentioned. It ds the,
garden spoken of in my text, the gar-
den of the church, which belongs to
Christ. He beught it, He planted it,
He owns it, and He shall have it.
Walter Scott, in his outlay at Abbots-
ford, ruined his fortune, and now,
in the crimson flowers of those gar-
dens, vou can almost think or im-
agine that you see the blood of that
old man’s broken heagt. The pay-
ment of the last £100,000 sacrificed
him. But I have to tell you' that
Christ’s life and Christ’'s death ‘were
the outlay of this beautiful garden

the church of which my text speaks.
Oh, how many sighs 4nd tears and
pangs and agonies! Tell me, ye WO~
men who saw Him hang ! Tell me, ye
executioners who lifted Him and let
Him down'! Tell me, thou sun that
didst hide, ye rocks that fell! Christ
loved the church and gave Himsgelf
.for it. If the garden of the church
belongs to Christ, certainly He has
a right to walk in it. Come; then, O
blessed Jesus, to-day; walk up and
down these aisles and pluck what Thou
wilt of sweetneas for Thyself. ;

The . church, in my text, is appro-
priately comparzd to a garden because
it is the place of choice flowers, 0f
select fruits and of thorough irriga-
tion. That: would be a strange garden
in which there were no flcwers. 'If
nowhere else, they would be along the
borders or at the gateway. The home-
liest taste will dictate something M
it be only the old-fashioned hullyhock
or dahlia or daffodil, but if there 'he
larger meens then 'you will find the
Mexican cactus 'and blazing azalea and

comes tc¢ His garden,' and He plants
there some of the brightest spirits t
ever flovered upon the world. Soms of
them are violets, inconspicuous, put
sweet as heaven. You have to seavch'
and find them. You do not see them
very of‘en perhaps, but you find where
‘they have been by the brighiened face
of the'invalid and the ‘sprig ¢ gerani-
um or. the stand and the new window
curtains keeping out the glare of the
sunlight. They are perhaps more like
the ranunculus, creeping sweatly along
amid the thorns ‘and - briers  of life,
giving kiss for sting, and many a man
who has had in his way some great
black rock of trouble has found that
they have covered it all over with
flowery jasmine, rumxlng in and out
amid the crevices. “‘Thase flowers in
Christ’s garden are nct, like the sun-
flower, gaudy in the light, but 'wher-
ever darkness hovers over a soul that
needs to ‘be comforted there they
stand, night blooming cereuses.

But in Christ's garden there & are
plants that may be better compared’ to
the Mexican cactus—thorts without,
loveliness ' within, men - with sharp
boints ‘of character. They would al-
most - every one that touches them.
They are hard to handle. Men pro-

clustering oleander, .Well, now,. C‘h:zt
t-.

nounce them nothing but ticoras) bat.

Christ loves them rotwithstand: ng all
their shdrpnesses. Many a man has
had a very hard ground to cultivate,
.and it as even been throuch severe
trial he has raised even the smallest
.crop of grace. A very harsh minister

was talking to a' veéry placid eslder,
.ahd the placid elder said to the harsh
‘minister, “Doctor, I do wish you would
control your tembper.” YAh" sald the
minister to the elder,’ “I control more
temper in five minutes than you do
in flve years.”

It is harder for some men 'to do
right than for other ‘men to do right.
The grace that wrould elevate- you' to
the seventh heAven migzht not keep
your brother from ' knocking a man
down. T 'had @ friend who came to
me aixd #aid, “I dare not join the
church.”’ - 1 said, Wiy 7 “On he
sald, “I have such a Vislent temper'!
ym., mel'hint 1: wns erossine

very early at the Jersey fe:
dnd I saw a milkman pour a lar
ﬂantlty ot Wwater inio the milk’ can

'ﬂo nnd he in.vult . me, ani

bim down. Do ygu think I
io.n.the chul'ch R NPVPxI‘\x

Is ‘behavior,  loved Thrist “hnd _coﬁld

 noi speak . of sacred things without’

Jears of emotion and arcction. Thorns:
without, sweetness within—the ‘best
Speclmen of the Mexican cactus I ever
saw.

There ar:e others plamcd in Chr:sts
garden who are always radiaht, al-
ways. impressive, more Ilke the roses
of deep hue that we occasionally find,
called *Gignts of Battle;” the Martin
Luthers,. St.  Pauls, Chrysostoms,
Wyelifs, Latimers and Samuel Ruther-
fords. .What in other men is a spark
in them is a confiagration. When they
sweat, they sweat great drops of blood.
When they pray, .their prayer takes
fire. 'When they preach, it is a Penti-
cost. When they fight, it is. a TFher-

‘mopylae.  When they . dle, it .is a

martyrdom. You find a great many
roges in the gardens, but only. a:few
“Giants of Battle.”” Men say, “Why
don’t you have more of them in the

. ¢church . 1 say, “Why don’t you have

in the world more Humboldts and Wel-
lingtons ?” God mives, to some - ten
talents; to apother, one.

In this garden of “the church which
Christ has planted I .also _find the
£row-drops, beautiful . but cold look -
inm,seemingly -another phaeooxwimer.
I mean those .Christians who are pre-
cise in. their tastes; uninipassioned,
pure as snowdrops and as' cold They
never shed any tears, they never get |
excited, they never say any  thing
rashly, they never do anything pre-
cipitately. Their pulses never fluiter,
their nerves mever twitch, thelr in-
dignation never bolls over. They live
longer than most people but tneir life
is'in a minor key. They never run up
to C above the staff. In their music
of life they haev no staccato passages,
Christ planted them in the church and
they must be of some service, or shey

- would not .be there. Snowdrops, always

snowdrops.

-But I have not told you of 1.e‘most
beautiful flower of all this -garden
spoken of in the text. If you- see a
century plant, your emotions are start-
ed. You say, “Why, this #lavor has
besn 100 years gatherlng up for one
bloom, and it will be 100 years more
before other petals will come -out.’”:
But I have to tell you of a plant that
was gathering up from .all eternity,
and that 1900 years ago put forth its
bloom never to wither. It is the pas-!
sion plant of the  cross! Prophets
foretold it, Bethlehem shepherds look-:
ed upon lt in the bud, the rocks shook
at its bursting, and the dead gOot up
in their winding sheets to see its fulll
bloom. It is a ¢rimson flower—blood’
at the reots, blood on the branczhes,
blood on all the leaves. Its perfume is
to fill all the nations.  Its breath is
heaven. ‘€Come, O ‘winds, from the:
north and winds from the south, and
winds from the east, and winds from
the west, and bear to all thes earth
the sweet smelling savor of Christ, my
Lord !

His worth it all the nations knew,
Sure the whole earth would love Him too.

Again the church may be appro-

priately compared to a garden because

it is a.place of fruits., That would be
& strange garden which had in. At’no.
berries, no plums, or peaches of apri-
cots. - The coarser fruits are planted in:
the orchard or they are set out on the'
sunny : hillside. but the . choicest
fruits are kept in the garden. 8, in
the world outside the churca, Christ
has planted a great many beautiful
things—patience, charity, - generosity,
integrity—but He intends the choicest |
fruits to be in the garden, and, if they
are not there, then  shame on the
church.

Religion is not a. mere. sentimen-
tality. It 'is a practical life, life-giving
healthful fruoit—not posies, but apples..
“‘Oh,”  says: somebody "I don’t see
what your garden of the church has
yielded.” In reply I ask, Where did
your asylums come from. and your
hospitals, and your institutions of
mercy 2 Christ planted every .one of
them; He planted them in His gar-
den.. When Christ gave sight to Bar-
timeus, He laid the cornerstone to
every blind asylum that has ever been
built. When C€hrist soothed the de-
monica of Galilee. He laid the corner-
stone:  of . every . -Junatic asylum that
has ever - been established. = When
Christ said to the sick man, “Take up
thy bed and walk,”” He laid the cor-
nerstone of every. hospital the world
hasi ever seen. -When Christ said, “I

| was in prison and ye visited me,” He

laid the cornerstone of every  prison
reform association that has ever bsen
organized. The church of Christ is a
gloripus garden, and it is ‘full o.
fruit. :

1 know there is some poor fruit in it. I
know. there are some weeds that ought
to be thrown over the fince. I know
there are some crab agpic trees that:
cught to be cut down. 1knox there are
some wild grapes that bught [to be
uprooted. But are you go.ng to e~
stroy the whole garden because of a
little gnarled fruit? You will fiad
worm eaten leaves in Fontainebleau,

and insects that sting 1n ‘the fairy:

‘groves cf the Champs Blysees. You d0
not tear down and destroy the whole
garden because there are a few. specl-
mens of gnarled fruit. 1 admit there
are men and women in  the churen
who ought not to be there, but let us
be justs as frank and aduit the fact
that there are hunireds ‘arnd thou-
sands and tens 01 .nuutaBus Of gl9-
rious Christian mei aad, wois.en—noiry,
blessed, useful, consecrdicd and trium-
phant. Theie is no giander, nobler
gpllection in ali the carth than the
collection of Christians.

Therve are Chrisuas 1cen and women
in this house whose rcuoicn is. not a
matter of psaim! singi« and caurecih
going. To-morrow mo._-.h:g that zelig=
ion will keep them just as”cons.stent
and consecrated in their ‘worldly occu- |
pation as it ever Kept them at the
communion table. There are women
here to-day of a higher type of charac-
ter than Mary of Bethany. They not
only sit at the feet of Christ, but they
go out inte the kitchen 1o help Martha
in her work, that she may sit there
too. There iz a woman who has a
drunken husband. who has 'exhibitea
more faith and patience and courage
than Ridley in the fire. He was con-
sumed in twenty minutes. Her# has
been a twenty years’ mzrtyrdom Yon-
der is a man who has been fifteen years
on his back, unablé to feed himselr,
yet calm and peaceful as though he
lay on one ‘of the greeh: banks of
heaven. watching the oarsmen dip their
paddles in ‘the crystal"ﬁver ‘Why, it

E

That is like the church. The church IS |

‘to me and says, “I have coma into’ mY

“Again thé cliurch
propriately called: &
is thoroughl? Yrrigated. ' No gardén
sculd s prospex‘ long thhout plenty of
é''geen’ a garden 1. (o
midst of a désert, yét ' blooming a“d
luxuriant. Al ‘around us werc dealh’
and barrenness, but there were jipes,
aqueducts,  reaching from thiz Hurden
up to.the mountains,’ and throuzh
those '‘agueduocts the ' water came
streaming down and tosginz un iato
beautiful ‘fountains,’ until over: root
and leaf and flower was satura.ted.

2 garden  in the midst of a great des-
ert of sin and suffering, but it is well
rriggted, for ‘“our eyes are unto.the
hills from whence cometh our ‘help.”
From the mountains of God’s strengin
there ‘flow down rivers of gladness. i
“There is g river the stream whereof -
shall make glad the city of (xdd
Preaching the gospel is one of the aqu»-
ducts. The Bible "is another, Baptlsm
and the Lord’s supper are ‘aqueducts,
Water to 'slake the' thirst. water 19
wash the unclean, water tessed high
up in the llght of the Sun of Right-.»
sousness, Showing ' us “the /rainbew:
around the throne. “Oh, was there ever |

only .one  life

ere - B¢ givashore. = The
vessel. huutounmneé andiwas: sinking
deeper and deeper; -and-that one boat
could not take. the passengers yery
swiftly. A little girl ;bgo;lqn the deck
‘waiting for her turn . to get into the
boat. The boat came and went, came

to come.
no longer, and she !ea.oed ‘on the taff-
‘rail and then sprahg'inty 'the ‘sea, cry-
Ang to the hoatman: ‘‘Saye me next:
Save me next!”: . Oh; how many have
-gone ashere 4nto God’s mercy, and yet
‘you are clinging to. the wreck of sin!
‘Others have. accepted the pardon of
«Christ, but you are in peril, Why not
this moment make a rush for your -
$mortalirescue, -crying- until Jesus shail
‘hear you afd heaven and earth :ing
"with the cr% «“Save me next! Save
me next! ow _‘is the day of salva-
‘tion! “ ‘Now! Now!

This Sabbath is the last for some of
you. It-is about to sail away forever.
Her: ‘bell' tolls.. The planks thunder

a garden so thproukhly Irrrigated! You
know:that the beauty of Versallies’ an‘d
Chatsworth depends very much upon
the great' supply of water. I came 10
the latter place, Chatsworth, ona day |
when strangers are not to be admitteq,
but by an indutement which always
seemed as potent with ah Englishman
a8 an' American, I got in, and then the
gardener went far up above the stalrs
vi slone and turned on the water. I
saw it gleaming on the dry pavement,
toming: dewn from -step to step unti] it -

came so rear I could hear tne musical ! :

rish, and all over the Iﬂgh broa.d

_sm.lrs it'came, foaming, ‘flashing, roar-

ing down, until sunlight and wave In
gleesome wrestle tumbled. at my feet.
S0 it is with the church of God. Every-
thing comes, from above—pardon tmm
above, joy from above,-adoption from
above, sanctification frcm above.

~Hark! 1 hear the latch of the gar-
fen. gate, and I look to ses who: is com-
Ing. 1 hear the volce of Chrlst I am
come into ‘my garden.” I say: “Come
In, O Jesug! We have been waiting for
Thee. Walk all through the paths. Look
at-the flowers, look at the fruit; pluck
that which Thou wilt for Thyself.” Jesus
comes into the garden, and up to that
old man and touches him and says:
“Almost home, fatheér; riot many more

‘aches for thee. I will niever leave thee;

take courage a little longer, and I will ¥
steady .thy tottering steps, and I will |
soothe " thy troubles' ana give thse
rest. Courage, old man.” Then Christ.
goes up another garden path, and He
comes to’'a soul in trouble and says:
“Peace! All is well. I have seen thy
tears; I have heard thy prayer., Tae
sun shall not smite thee by day not
the moon by ni ht. The Lord shaj
preserve thee f -m all evil; He will
preserve thy sou. Courage O troubl-"
spirit?’

Then I see Jerus going up anotnex‘
garden path, anl I see great exc:te-
ment among tho ieaves, and I hasten
up that garden ;- th to see what Jesus
Is doing there, 2ud lo! He is break!htf
off flowers, shai, and clean ’wm tnd
stem, &nd I say, “Stop, Jesus; dcmf
kill those beautiful fiowers.” He turngl

garden to gather lilies, and I mean (0
take these up to a higher terrace, for
the garden around my palace, and
there I will plant them, and in better
80il ‘and in better ajr they shall put
forth brighter leaves and sweeter redo-
ience, and no frost shall touch them for-
ever.”  And I looked 1p into Hig faceé
and said: ‘“Well, it is His garden, and
He has a right to do what He will
‘with it. Thy will be done”’~—the hardest
prayer man ever made.

It has seemed as if Jesus Christ took
the best. From ‘many of your house-
holds the best one is gone. You know
that she was too good for this world;
she was the gentlest in her ways, the
deepest In her  affections, ‘and whén
at last the sickness came you had iio
faith in medicines. You knew that the
hour of parting had come, and whm
through the rich grace ot the Le rd
Jesus Christ, yow surrendered  that
treasure you said: “Lord Jesus, *zke
it. 1t is° the best we have; tals it.
Thou art worthy!” ' The others in tie
honsehold may have been of grosser
mold. = She was of the finest.

The heaven of your little ones will
not be fairly be-un until you get
there. All the kindness shown them |
by immortals will no: make them for- |
get you. There they are, the radiant
throngs that went' out from  your,

i homes. I throw a ‘kiss to thae gweét

varlings. They are all weli no¥ in
the palace. The cripplcd r.-f,.n Las a i
sound foot now. A little lame enild |
says, “Ma, will I be lainc h heaven?” i
“No, my darling; you won’t b lawme
in heaven.” A liitle sick child says,
“Ma, will I be slcu in h2aven?! *“No,.
my dea.r you won't be sick.in heaven.”!
A little blind child says, “Ma, will 1
be blind in heaven?’’ “No, my dear;
you won’t be blind in beaven They are
all well ‘there.”

.1 notice that the ‘fine gardens soms- |

vtimes have high fences around them

and you cannot get in. 1t Is so with
a king’s garden. The only glimpse jou!
ever get of such a garden is whell the
king rides out in his splend d carriage.
It is not so with this garden,this King s
garden. I throw' wide open the gate
and tell you-all"to ¢ome in. No mo-:
nopoly in . religion.’ Whosoever will,
may. Choose now between a desert
and a garden, Many of you have tried!
the garden of this world’s delight. You
have found it has been a chagrin. So.
it was with Thcodore Hook, ' He made

«t all“the world laugh, He makes us.

laugh  now when we read his poems,
but he could not'make his own hewrt
laugh. While in 'the midsc of his fe

tivities he confronted ‘a looking glsss,
and he saw himself and said: “There,

that is true! I look just as I am-—done
wup in body, mind and purse.” So it

was of Shenstone, of whose garden I
told you at the Leginning of my ser-
mon, He sat down am'd those bowers
and said: *“I have lost my road to
happiness. 1 am angry and envious
and frantic and despise everything'
around me, just as it becomes a mad—
man to do.”

O ye weary souls, come lnto Chrlst’
garden to-day ‘and pluck a little hearts-
ease., Christ 4s the only rest and the:
only pardon for a pefturbed spirit. Do
you not ‘th}nk your: chande has almost
come? You men and women who Tave .

.been wmﬁnx ‘year after Vear for some

---a apmt\m{ty An which  to doeis -
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‘back in ‘the gangway. - She shoves ‘off.
She flcats out ‘toward’ the ‘great ocean

i.cf eternity. - Wave farewell to: your

last chance for heaven. "Oh, Jerusaicin,
' Jerusalem, how often would T have
! ‘gathered thee as a ‘hen gathereth her

lbro ~under her wings, ‘and ye would,

snot' Béhold your house s left unto
syou desolate!l” Invited to rewel in a
nga.rden you die in-a desert! May God
Almlgh'ty before it is too late, breax

B that infa.tua.tion

L Pro'eéet the Farth Homes.

The worth of protection is too light-
ly .estimated by the ‘farmers whose
Bofies  are ‘withbut ‘protection. When
3 a. man ean raise the _temperature of
! his immediate surroundings ten or
fifteen’ degrees 'when storms are: rag-
- ing, or. when he can do'the equivalent
of this By planting around his' home
| & protecting belt of trees, it is surely
important that he should do ‘so.
When a tree is given half a chance it
will grow, and it will grow quickly. It
is not so, however, everywhere. Since
such is the fact let us grow them.
We have simply to prepare the ground
and plant them, and. protect them, to
‘have them grow. The process is very
8imple. Then let us all have the pro-
tection which they afford. I am of the

himself, and he is, so far, an enemy
to his family, if he does not plant
trees to protect his home, if he owns
the land which he tills, We have
many kinds of trées to plant for pro-
tection,all of which will grow well. It
is not so. on the western prairie. Only
e fow kinds of trees will grow there.
Some of the dwellers in those lands
.can- only enjoy the: protection «f 2
cottonwood grove, even where the
blizzards blow. their flercest, and in
some instances they cannot have even
that. But the farmer further east can
have any kind of a tree to make his
grove that he may desire to choose;
that is to say, he can have any one

his country. Even amid evergreens

‘choose. The white pine grows: sturdily,
and shuts out the wind. The native
epruce will form a close wall even
thotigh it may not- grow so fast. But
the Norway variety is probably bet-
ter suited to the rapid and effectual
protection of a home than anysother
variety of evergreen.  Get .the boys
and girls of the home to help plant
them.—Farming.

It Was a Fite Stream.

There is a “professional gentleman’
in Portland who would make a suc-
cessful horse swapper. Having a farm
to sell recently, this descendant of the
Pilgrims advertised it, and soon after-
ward a gentleman called on him to
gpeak about it.

‘“Well,. judge,” said he, “I have been
over that farm you advort!sed and
fingd it all right, except the fine stream
of water you mentioned.”

“It runs through the piece of woods

in the lowest part of the meadow,”
said the judge.
“ “What, that little brook? W-hy, it
doesn’t hold much more than a spoon-
ful. T am sure if you would empty a
bowl of water into it it would over<
flow. You don’t call that a fine
stream, do ‘you?” h

“Well, if it wer¢ much finer' you
couldn’t see it at all,” 'sdid the judge
blandly.—Portland Express.

A Smart and Fancy Hosiery.
Some very dainty hosiery are those
with the old-fashioned clock instep,
These are in cotton, lisle and silk, .and |
are among the latest  importations.

$2.25. Black or colored stockings, em-

1 broidered with tiny vines or .single”

flowers scattered over the instep, and
sometimes reaching over the top of
the shoes, are very fetching, More
elaborate stockings. have a- line of
open-work resembling a hemstitched
pattern - alternating with & a “delicate,
embroidered vine. Thegeé a.re expressly
-designed to wear indoors, with low
shoes, and ‘with indoor eVening dreass,
Another new style is ornamented with
diamond-shaped bits of open. work at
intervals extending from the ankle to
half way to the Kknee. - ’I‘hese a.re a
novelty. -

Pots and Plants in Harmony.

The decorated stone -pots s0. largely
in use in drawing rooms for growing
plants need to be selected with care.
They should not only be adapted in
coloring to the plantis they are to hold,
but there should be a harmony .in the
jars themselves ,a8 +no. matter how
beautiful each individual one may be
if there is incongruity in'the coloring
the ‘whole effect will- be ‘unpleasing.
Even an uneducated eye would detect
$he inharmonious effect without being
able to. discover : the cause.—Lagdies’
Home-Journal. i

Dairymaid Princesses

The Princess of Wales has a dairy
where she and her dauzhters some-
times make, with their own hands,
delicfous butter. ' The description of
one of the rooms with its tiled walls,
" marble counters, silver pans and silver
churns, almost.turns on’s head, but
good, substantla.l butter comes from
this very room when the = Princess
honors. it . with her working presence.
In an wmmng room the usual ramily .
supply of . butter is. made’ by othe
t‘hq,n royal ha.nds ;

sthe passengers |

opinion that a man is an enemy to-

of the many varieties that grow in|

there is much varlety from ‘which. to

They range in price from 60 cents to,

CHING OF 'JESTS.
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!’Md’ m l’auon. Lm xx, 9-19-—1!em-
:ory /Verses, ls-lﬂv-ﬁom '.l'ext, Luke
n.l’!-bﬁow on the Lesson by
BAv. n. M. stonm

’ A 'sertain man plsnted a wvine-
yara’ and ‘let it' forth ‘to "husbandmen
l.nd went into a far country for'a'long

time.” Our last lesson seemed to have:

& special reference\to the present age
or the time between Israel’s rejection
of their, King and His return to take
the ldsegrdom This parable seems rather

to co the whole hlstory of Israel,

lncludlns their treatment of the pro-
phets.and their rejection of the King,
10-12. This account of the treatment
of His servants will cover the whole
period. of .the prophets. The fruit. He
desired -was righteousness, and that
Israel should make Him a name among
the nations of the earth, that all na-
ticns ‘might know. Him for their good.

| But read the story in Isa. v, 7-25, and

in Ezek. xili, and see what they gave
Him finstead of righteousness., As to
their beating and shamefully treating
the servants; just listen to’a few tes-
timonies: “‘Asa was wroth with the
gder and put him in a prison house.”
“Zedekiah came near and. smote Mi-

h upon  the cheek.” “And they
conspired against him (Zechariah) and
stoned him with stones at the com-
mandment of the king in the court
of the house of the Lord.” ‘“Then Pa-
shur smote Jeremiah, the prophet, and
put him in the stocks.” . “Then they

. took Jeremiah: and cast him into the

dungeon” (II, Chron. xvi, 10; xviii, 23;
xxiv, 21; Jer. xx, "2; xxxviii, 6). No
wonder that James by the Splrit writes,
“Take my brethren, the prophets who
have spoken in the name of the Lord,
for an example of suffering and aﬁiic-
tion and of patience (Jas. v, 10). The
Lord is now looking for the fruit of
the Spirit in those who have become
branches in Him who is the True Vine,
and through whom He desires to bear
much fruit to the glory of Uod. Does

| Hie” find it? (If not, why? Let each

answer for himselt unto the Lord.

13. “Then said the lord of the vine-
yard: ‘What shall I do? I will send my
beloved son. It may be they wiu rev-
erence him when they see him,” In
Isa. v, 4, He asks, What could have
been done more to My vineyard that
I have not done in it? And here at a
much’ farther stage He . asks, What
shall I do? -‘Then determines ‘to send
His Beloved Son, not to punish, as well
He might, but to save and bless even
such rebellious ones. God, who once
spoke by the prophets, hath at last
spoken by His Beloved Son, to whom
He gave this'title both at His baptism
and at His ‘transfiguration. Behold
what-manner:of love, what long suffer-
ing, : W qummnce what yearning
over the- én'l.ng ‘and rebellious ones.
Hear e m‘through the prophets:
“How" sh "give thee up, Kphraim?

How shall I'deliven thee, Israel? (Hos."

xi, 8).

14; ““This 19 the heir; come, let us
kill him, that the inheritance may be
ours. Josephs brethren said: ‘‘This
dreamer cometh. Come now, therefore,
and let us slay him and cast him into
some pit” (Gen. xxxvii, 19, 20). It seems
Impossible that human nature could be

ilty of the = baseness of - Joseph’'s
E‘tlemren and of the brethren of our
Lord, the. Jews, who treated Him as

He here describes. Think of men en-

joying property that cost them nothing,
then of their dretusing to tha.nkt u‘xe
owner renderihg him some fruit,
then oﬂbyt.nexr a.ctu%.ﬂy conspiring to
kill ‘the owner and take the property
into their own hands.

156. “So they cast him out of the vine-
yvard and killed him. What, therefore,
shal the Jord of the vineyard do unto
them?” 'Our Lord describes what He

' knew théy would actually’ do, for He

had often forétold it. 'What an illus-
tration of ‘the' fact that the carnal
mingd is enmity against God.: Bu., be-
liever, let -us apply . it; Tt us s.. ‘our-
selves in this awful picture, The Lord
Jesus has bought us for His peculiar
property that He may be glorified in
us;” Now, is He enthronéd in the heart
that He has bought for Himself, or is
He ag good as ¢ast out? Lest we be as
guilty or more gullty than the Jews,
let us give. Him cheerfully the whole
being for His pleasure (Rom. xii, 1, 2).

16. “He shall come and destroy these
husbandmen and shall give the vine-
yard to others.” In Math. xxi, 43, the
words are, “The kingdom of God Shall

be taken from you ‘and given to a na-:

tion bringing forth the fruits thereof.”
Israel, having failed to .reczive her
King, n for the present set
aside aa a na on, while God is gather-
ing out of all nations a people for His
name ‘who shall ‘be joined to Christ

‘and return' with Him whehn He suall

come: in glory for the restoration of

‘| Israel and of all things spoken by the

prophets. .  The great question for the
church and for every individual be-
liever is, Am I bearing fruit unto
God?

17.,“What'is this, then, that is writ-
ten, he' stone which the builders re-
jected the saime is become the head of ;
the corner?” ' This ., from Ps. cxviil,
22, and points to the time when the
nation shall say, ‘‘Blessed be He that
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Quite ‘4 Niimbér of Property Sales
Made so Far This Year.

Mrs. John Nugent Appointed a School Trustee
—The Shortage in the City Treasury.

.

‘Moncton, May 7.—Quite 'a number of
property sales have béen reported this
year. L. Higgine, shoe merchant, has
purchased from Jas. McAllister a lot
on Botsford street, 105 by 112, on which
he will erect ‘a substantial residence
for’ himself’ this summer. = The price
paid for the lot was $2,000. It is under-
8tood that the Merchants’ Bank ' of
Halifax are also negotiating for a site
upon which to erect banking offices.
They have in view a lot on Main street
belonging to the Dr. Baxter estate,
the price, it is understood, being in
the vicinity of $7,000, or over $100 per
foot frontage.

St. Joseph’s college students present-
ed the drama La Tour de Nord to a
fair audience in the Opera house here
iast evening. The young students ac-
quitted themselves very creditably.

Mrs. John Nugent has been elected
a trustee of the Moncton schools in
accordance with the act of last win-
ter. Mrs. H. Atkinson had previously
been appointed by the government.

Thirty-six new _ hélmets and seven
new rubber coats are to be purchased
for the fire department. Tenders arge
to be invited for the supply of 3,000
feet of 4 and 6 inch pipe for the ex-
tension of the water system.

Mr. Carmichael, the St. John ac-
countant employed to make an audit
of the city books has completed his
work, but has not yet submitted his
report. It is understood that he has
discovered shortages aggregating over
$4,000, extending over five years, in
addition to the embezzlement of $9,000
first reported.

The people of Moncton do not allow
the grass to grow unpder their feet when
they start wupon a new enterprise.
Secarcely two months have elapsed
since the stock list for the street rail-
way was opened, and the track has
already been laid from the Main street
railway crossing to thé foot of Weldon
street. It is hoped to have the cars
running in June. Some thirty or forty
men are employed.

At the annual meeting of the Adog-
waaswook Fishing club held here J.
H, Abbott of the Merchants’ Bank of
Halifax was elected president; Capt.
J. E. Masters, vice-president, and H.
‘Walker, secretary-treasurer. The. only
share of the stock on the market, was
disposed of to E. Sinclair of Mira-
michi.
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The Funeral of the Late Mrs. 'W.'D.
Forster—General News.

St. Andrews, May 9.—W. D. Forster
arrived yesterday by C.P.R. with the
remains of the late Mrs. Forster, whica
were in a hermetically sealed casket.
A large number of the residents of the
town were assembled at the railway
station, who fellowed the remains to
All Saints church. The casket was
rlaced in the main entrance to the
church to await the hour - appointed
for thg service, 3 o'clcck p. m. . At
that hour the church ‘contajned a large
congregation of perople, who thus tes-
tifled ‘their regret for the memory of
the deceased and sympathy with the
bereaved family. Rev. Canon Ketch-
um redd the service for the dead. The
hymns sung by the choir were: No.
252, Weary of Earth and Ladea with
My Sins; No. 487, For All the Saints
‘Who from Their Labors Rest, and the
Nunc Dimittis. ' At the conclusion of
the sclemn service the casket contain-
ing the corpse was lifted by the'bear-
ers and carried to the hearse and con-
veyed to the cemetery, follosved "by a
numerous cortege in carriages and on
Tfoot. At the cemetery the concluding
portion of the service was read by
the rector, after which the! choi.r un-
der the leadership of Miss Algu' sang
Hymn 231, For Ever with the Lord.
The ‘floral offering laid® én 'the casket
was . 'Very eleg'a.nt consistinig “of - a
‘cross “of “roses ' about /fitfeén’’ inches
high, én ‘theé base of which were the
words At rest.” ‘This was® by 'W. D.
Forster; ‘a’ pillow of rdsés, "with the
word “Mother,” by Peréy and Ewan
Forster, ‘children of the’ deceased; a
very pretty’ cross, from Mrs. Harrison

“and Miss Thorne of St. John; one by

Mrs. N. G. D. Parker of St. Andrews,
and a beautiful wreath of lilies from
Mrs. B. Lee Street of Newcastle. F.
H. Street, W. H. Thorne and Miss
Thorne - of - St. John, and J. Black,

!
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cometh in the name of the Lord” '

iif, 39; Ps. cxvill, 26), “It shall
anggldxxin that uay: .uo thig is our
God! We have waited for Him, and
He will save us; ‘vhis is the Lord. We
have waited for Him. We. will be
glad and rejoice in His salvation” (Isa. !
xxv, 9). Ou.r Lord was always calling
gttention to"what was written. He'had

§

implicit: ‘confidencé in the Scriptures. ’

He always-appealed to them, He made
people answer their own questions by
His. “What is written? How readest
thou?” . :

18. “Whosoever shall fall upon thet
stone shal]l be broken, but on whom-~
soever ft shall fall it shall grind him to .
powder.” This takes us back to Isa.

'

viii, 14, 15, where we read that He shall *
be to some a Sanctuary, but to others '
a stone of stumbling .and a rock of!

ence. In Isa. xxwviii, 16,
‘t)lt;fa,t He is a sure and tried foundation
stone as Weli.as « precious corner. The
whole is- summed up in I. Pet. ii, 4-8,
The grinding to powder proba.bly re-
fers to Dan. ii, 85, and the time of His '
coming to ':ludgé the nations. He is
now a placeof refuge and a sure founs- !
dation to all: who receive Him. He ig:
a rock of offense to all who will not
have Him. But when He comes in

we read ;

i

‘

i

glory, He will surely ‘crush‘all His ene- ,

mies.

19. “And the chief priests and the
geribes the same. hoéur sought to' lay
hands on Him.”  They had long before
determined-to kill Him, but now their
bour - is -drawing nigh, and yet they
cannot lay & finger on Him until God’s
appointed time. Then He wil let them
take Him, that their wicked hands me
accompfn"h that which the  counsel o
God doterm!ned before ‘to be - done

28 Not even satan him-
fActsmi_v. A ).. it Pyt S s e

;neodabo!or&ntmoomqtnever!
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manager of the Bank of Nova Scotia,
St. Stephen, ecame to attend the fu-
neral. :
Mr. Carter is in town inspecting the
public ‘schecls. .
Mesdrs. Stevenson and McKenzie of
St. Stephen.were in town yesterday.
J. ‘Gibgon, representing Shelton Bros.
of Montreal: Kent Foster, represent-
ing the Ames Holden Co. of the same
eity, and Geo. Simpson, representing
+ Van Allén & Co., Hamilton, Ont.; were
vestéerday registered -at Kennedy's.
Deputy Sheriff L. 8. Chase left by
C. P. R. this momning with George Bu-
hot, committed to the Provincial Lun-
atic Asylum as a dangerous lunatic.
G. M. Nowell of Boston, son-in-law
of ex-Governor Ameés of Massachu-
setts has rented the Land Company’s
cottage for thc season.

QUEENS CO.

Lower Jemseg, May 7.—The weather
for. the .past few weeks has been very
cold, with high winds. The water Iis
falling quite rapidly at present, leav-
i ing considerable drife wood on the in-
tervals. Farming has commenced on
the high ground in earnest. Quite 2
sensation has been aroused in the vil-
lage by the cure of two very bad can-

;-Cers. -

. /Mrs. F. A, Wright, who was ill dur-
ing the winter and spring months in

-St John, is at her parents, where she

i® improving in health and strength.
" The union Sunday school was reor-
ganized last Sunday and the following
officers inatalled: Charles L. Slipp, sup-
erintendent; John W. Foshay, assist-
ant superintendent; Fred C. Nevins
secretary; Whitfield . Nevers, libraxua'l
The death of James Bates occurred
last week. He was one of the oldest
residents; of : the place;

A Partes mill makes 2,000 doils a day-
China makes paper furniture.
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