
Michigan was to be the great timber re
serve of the continent, bat, up to the rivers, 
back from their banks, and 
streams, has the march continued, until 

great section of the lower peninsular 
is nearly denuded of its pine, timber, and 
such a terrible consumption has occurred 
all over the Northwest that people may 
well begin to measure the duration of a 
limited resource, by the demands made 
upon it The tables show that in the 
Northwest there has been consumed, in 
the manufacture of lumber alone, over 
3,600,000,000 of pine timber during the 
past year, and over one half of this has 
been cut from the forests,of Michigan's 
lower peninsula, which, making jo^ow- 
ance for the shingles or square tim hermit, 

consume the entire supply in lees 
than fifteen years. But we do not desire 
to go on record as expressing the opinion 
that in fifteen years the entire pine timber 
supply of that peninsula will lie exhaust
ed, for the tables téll a différent story; 
they show how mills are dropping out here 
and there, and a forced curtailment of the 
product has already begun. But this does 
not change the unwelcome fact thatr in 
three years, moie than one-fourth- the 
estimated standing pine of the lower pen
insula of Michigan has been consumed.

The tables assure us that, in three years, 
in lumber alone, 10,865,558,015 feet of 
standing timber has been consumed. This 
represented in the estimated wealth of its 
possessors $21,731,116.03. The question 
now to be answered is, “ Has its conver
sion into currency returned to those who 
have been engaged in the business, after 
paying all expenses, that amount of money 
to be invested in other securities !”

A man may have his mill in as good re
pair at the close of the season as at the 
commencement; he may have had not one 
dollar in the bank and have had $5,0U0 of 
maturing paper against him, and at the 
close of the season have paid those obliga
tions, contracted no debts, and with $5,- 
000 bank balance in bis favour, be $10,000 
poorer than at the commencement of the 
season ! If he consumed 10,000,000 feet 
of stumpage, which is estimated to be 
worth $20,000, his assets have been de
creased that amount, while the reduction 
of his indebtedness and the increase of his 
bank balance account for only one half 
that sum; consequently he has sustained a 
loss of $10,000 on a year’s business, and 
yet is easier at the close than at the begin
ning of the year, and we feel warranted, 
from the letters of prominent manufactur
ers in all parts of the Northwest, in as
serting that this has been the average ex
perience, or to state the conclusion more 
plainly that the assets of lumbermen with
in the territory embraced in our Review 
have been decreased in the past three 
years over $10,000,000.

The report of one locality, which need 
not be named, shows that 40,000,000 feet 
of timber was consumed last year m the 
manufacture of lumber and shingles. The 
total value of the products at the mills 
was $450,000. The value of. the mill 
property, two years ago, was estimated by 
the owners at $600,000. It is estimated 
to-day at $300,000, a loss by depreciation 
of $300,000 or two-thirds the total value 
of the products of the locality for the last 
year, and more than all the profits made 
by all the manufacturers in the ten years 
since first the development of the lumber 
business began there. This same lesson of 
depreciation is imparted with equal force 
in other localities, and may be read to a 
greater or less extent in the experience of 
every locality and every individual lum
berman.

The amount on hand at the mills, as re
ported in our tables, is but little in excess 
of the amount for 1875, and the difference 
would be covered if the reports for that 
year were as complete as those for 1876. 
This shows that there has been a demand 
for all the lumber manufactured, but there 
is one instructive fact connected with these 
figures that ought not to be lost sight of. 
The total cut, in round numbers, was 3,- 
600,000,000 feet, the total on hand, is 1,- 
200,000,000 feet, or one-third the cut of 
last year ; or one-third of the demand upon 
the same mills for the coming season, with 
the same volume of business that was se
cured last year. What does this mean ? 
It simply means an average of four months 
seasoning before shipping, which is 
tainly brief enough time to secure the 
economical handling ot the product. But 
from this amount reported on hand, a re
duction of folly 300,000,000 should be 
made for lumber sold, leaving unsold 
the mill docks only one-fourth of the cut
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Valuable Property ZKT О ТІ C HI. 
FOE Я А Т.ТЛ! sth APRIL, 1877.

"ЛІКОМ the above date the Subscriber will sell his 
Г large and varied Stock of

SSSEESSl Boots, Shoes and Rubbers, 
ouSmm* Мтл Mwtad WUMeton' «і** Bam, Leather, etc.

^ ££*** V№* № TüBsDÂr^ïth Mat'next, whïh
<*w end. About a year ago the balance of Stock will be sold at Auction,

-,,_____•** beproveewe». Auction Sale to commence at 11 o’clock, a. m-,

ON WEDNESDAY, 9гн MAY.of at Private Sale before the first of Mat next, its _______ ’
«Ш ttaa be dead at Pabtto Auction. 1У AH accounts due over one year will be placed

the purchase money down in the hands of an Attorney for collection.
p. ’“T»™.**- GEO. WHITTAKER.

ttaae wfflbe offered on the

the
It

One-fifth of
■ttbsaef Sakub
iastahnontsTwfth

premises,
following

TEA, DIRECT FROM CHINA,wala*tcBfe,llaltta
-JL 2*aH^îï£oJmî*Set?Td?£i? ТйЛв, 

wtik draw*. Ida Pall Leaf Table, 1 do. Side Beard,

1TMiS;tiîSSÏii.?!fflâ2ï Thence per Intercolonial Railway.
Cupbaan*. 1 ItodltMd. 1 Iron do., 2 Feather Bed. 1
МІПІт,1ІШ«ІМ.1МКт(Мю,1 ______
Codting Stove, and a number of other articles.

via Suez Canal to Montreal,

•>0, Cash ; over 020 and 
months credit : over *0, half 

and half ai • months by Approved

JUST RECEIVED : - A large lot of

Choice Congou Tea,Notes.
У Л Positive.

For farther particulars apply to Per above Boute,

IN CHESTS, HALF-CHESTS and CADDIES.

Superior in strength and flavor to any heretofore 
offered by me.

WHOLESALE & RETAIL.
(OHBA.PJ

Wit MURRAY.

F. 1. LETSON.
Chatham, March 28,1877. <128

BASS' ALE.

For Sale low b^
FINN,

Water St, St. John. Chatham, March 20,77.

Also—Just Opened :
3 Cases Men’s Felt Hats,

Stores to Let.
1 CASE SPRING TWEEDS.

JtU&SL
fvr: Г,-. •

F. Waddle ton, feq., Chatham,
American Grey and White Cottons.

SIMON NEAUa. pQrkMarch Mth. 1877.
Flour,

1ft ala— makes. Ineadisg M 
prtee for cash or fasts»mental 
I* Ann ever before offered.

Meal,
Molasses,

&C-, &C-WATERS’, st lpwar 
or tp let until paid

________  WAtWBlr GRAND
id UPRIGHT PIANOS and ORGANS 
Ю іти» NEW SOUTENIR and 
am UmBE8T MADE.

SUA 714 do. •!«, m* need a year. "У Stop

, In parttet hnkr vamatad. LOCAL 
.VmtblSO AQENT8 WANTED. IDutntod

WM. MURRAY.

Kitchen & other Household7 Octave Pianos

UTENSILS,
TIUTWABB, <5sO
The best place to purchase House

_______________ Keeper’s Requisites for the Kitchen oi
г the Dining Boom is at the well-stocki a 

Establishment of James Gray, Geor % 
Worrea^M*»^ Chatham, who being both an

У IMPOSTER AMO MANUFACTURER
trtfffHÜÜ ^^пцйД^Іьц1 “* **“ *bove line, is prepared to fnmiah 

«7 IwAdhw nwm 4 fo io «msstiie tosni timost anything that maybe required by 
Lcmg ïetatasee. Best of references. Send stamp those who favor him with their patronage 
for para—Mrs 1A1 JOHNSTON, Negotiator 
<«ДМВУ Іпмм,8АР»п1,М1ппев0т
ф£*£ї n week in your own town. Terms and $6 
dUO,oott fees. H. ilALLETT A (XX, Port-

I Mailed. A libéral dlaoomit to Tmekort,

, N. Y.Defers, «Є Mth St, Union

OF 0

Anglers and other Sportsmen 
will find all the utensils they require for

CAMP OUTFIT
25 агЛЙ&ЖТ at this Establishment.

JAMES GRAY.
Geerge Street.HEARING RESTORED.

Great Invention by one who was deaf for 20 years. 
Send stamp for particular». Address JNO. GAR- 
MOB*, Lock-box 906, Covington, Ky. Boneless Codfish.
$55to$77 a Week to Agents. $10 

Free P. OTVICKERY,
Augusta, Maine

OutJU 1ХГЕ have just received—60 cases BONELESS 
ff CODFISH, packed In 30 lb. cases, a splendid 

article for housekeeper».
LOGAN, LINDSAY A CO.,

St John.$12і££ГтвгТїис wanted. Outfit and 
OQ., Augusts, Maine.

25ЧЙFANCY OABDE,

ї^г Bazaar I Bazaar!Burning
ГТ7НЕ LADIES of the Congregation 
A Church, Newcastle, intend holding

A BAZAAR
early in July next, for the purpose of raising funds 

For heating Dwelling», green houses, etc., by towards improving and renovating the above 
MOT WATER. . CHAR & ELLIS, ^ „Church, and take tliis opportunity of respectfully 

Centre, cor. Hester, New York, soliciting contributions and donations of material 
—i— -------------- - suitable Гот bazaar purposes, from their friends at

§5 to S20«r^

of St. James’BOILERS!
AD gifla forwarded will be'thankfully received by 

the following Committee, viz.,—

M&BEUSSSliggj^ isSf
*Рй,аїь.-£ • “"JKîæt 
ïgSjjÜXBSS. «KttiltSS 
] ’ й45йІГваЮП) OBOWN Elementary Geography.

NEWBRDNSWÎCKSCHOOLSERIES.
Just Pushed,

ITCHELL^

NewcaatlMth March, 1877. tf

Ж
FARM FOR SALE. ■o:

an Introduction to Geography,
BY J. B. CALKIN ,

Author of “ School Geography of the World.”

ТїжЙЙЙЇ йг£г***“ **Й«*ЇЇ55ЇЬЇЖ?Л Æ
SEë'sESSra cssr.vasssr1’--*-
owed, in good cultivation and well fenoed, front
ing on a River that cannot be surpassed for its flsh- 
eries ef Ale wives, Base, Trout. Smelt, Frost Fish.

.о» к-t
TBM8—S160 cash down, or $17» two-thirds —--------------------

London House,
MrmKw,,tlo«i<Noe'LE.to* - CHATHAM, N. B.

St. Stephen, N. В . -----------

SPRING STOCK

idmtluitlBl A Qrwt Bsnruln!

J. A A. M’MILLAN,
Booksellers, Stationers, Ac., St John, N. B. 

Publishers.
all Bookseller» a nd dealer* in School

22-2y

ot Drees Goods, Prints, Cottons, Tweeds, Gents’ 
L W Underclothing, Hosiery, Scarfs, Clouds, 
English and Canadian Tweeds, selling at a reduc
tion on former prices.

Also — Hard was a, Cutlery, Grocrriss, Canned 
Peacbee, Tomatoes, Oysters, Peas and Beans, Sar
dines, Pickles, Sauces, Spices, etc., etc

■WHi
Just Received.

BALL KNITTING COTTON- R. HOCKEN.
Chatham. 18th Jan , 877.White, Drab A Brown.

BUCK AID OQLOUD SILK Builders’DRE88 BUTTONS.
Cashmere and Wool Shawls HARDWARE.

IN GREAT VARIETY

NewSprleg Drew Goods-with 
Trimming* to Hatch.

л Lams’ Lone axd Lac*

COLLARS And CUFFS,

Just received—A Full Line of

Mortise and Rims Locks,
Latches, Door Knobs, 

BUTT HINGES, SCREWS, &o.
Switches

і andtPada.
THE LATNBT NOVELTY IN PAPER COLLARS,

CUT NAILS at lowest Market Prices.

СЇИТЯ ГАМ.
Offtt Had Examine I n TO ARRIVE:-

300 Bolls Dry & TarredW. B. HOWARD,
COMMERCIAL HOUSE

SHEATHING PAPER.

»rdly credit Whether those who have 
iven the information have, themselves, 
een the victims of misplaced confidence, 
і is not onr business to enquire and were 
re to'undertake the task we would not 
now where to begin. There are few of-

tiou upon which it has acted of late and 
fewer still who justify the policy pursued. 
The requirements of the situation are 
therefore obvious and we await the action 
of the Department on the facts that are 
presented to it with the expectation 
that it will act fairly and allow no false 
notions of duty or official etiquette to 
stand in the way of justice to all concern
ed—fishery officers, fishermen and the 
general public alike.

First Page.—Matter of interest to 
farmers, housekeepers and business men 
will be found on the first page of this 
week’s Advance ; also a contributed 
article in reference to the recent de
monstration by workingmen at Ottawa.

The Kinghan Affair at Weld- 

ford is still a subject of considerable 
interest along the Intercolonial Rails ay 
Line. The murder theory is not be
lieved in to any extent, notwithstand
ing the assertions of a portion of the 
press to that effect.

The American Lumber Product.
We present herewith the most complete 

compilation of lumber statistics ever made, 
and there is but one thing to detract from 
its merit, which is the incomplete returns 
from some of the mills for 1874, which 
makes the reported cut of that year less 
than that of 1876, while the converse is 
true.

T. McAVITY & SON,

FISHERIES. II and 13 • - Water Street,
SAINT JOHN.

ГТШВ UNDERSIGNED are prepared to supply 
X outfitting merchants for their patrons, the 
fishermen, with every variety of

Nets, Seines, MOLASSES.
Pounds and Traps

Required for thei» Fisheries.
NEW CROP.

LOGAN, LINDSAY & Co.,
ARK RECEIVING

121 PUIS VERY BRIGHT AND HEAVY 
New Crop Molasses,

IN SMALL CASKS-
62 KING STREET, 

Saist John.

Fishermen tu apply to their merchânu.
PRICES LOW

American Net & Twine Co’y>
BOSTON.

Mart* SO, IT Italy

Removal.
ГГШК Subscriber tags to Intimate to the public 
X that he has removed to

The Souetac oppeette tht Agnty of 
the lank of ItatmL
«opted hr Mr. Jueee McDomM, where 

he I» prepared to attend to

BLACKSMITH’S WORK,
taaBite branches as usual

OHAS. GUNN.
March fh,77 4hte

NEW PUBLICATIONS.
ГРНЕ Cruise of H. M. 8. Challenger, by W. J. X Spry. R. N.—doth 12.50.

The Saskatchewan Country, by Thomas Spence—
**From Jest to Earnest, by Rev. E. P. Roe—paper 
80 eta., (Lily Series).

Rosine, by J. G. Whyte Melville—paper 60 eta. 
Elbow Room, by Max Adder—boards M eta. 
AaneWarwick, (Lakeside), by Georgians M. Crsik

МіВАМісш Booxerone, {
Chatham, April 17, 1877. ♦

jeneerty

D. 0. SMITH.

swimming part of the above story, 1er 
Fred is as much afrauL of getting out of 
hie depth in a river as Ophelia ought .to 
have been. The writer was eea-tront fish
ing with him in June 74 at Indiantown 
and Renoue River, ou the S. W. Mira- 
michi, when he would not cross the stream 
in a “dug-out,” because there were \цо 
Indiana to use the pole and paddle, had he 
had no faith in the ability of a blueuoeetu 
conduct the voyage properly. The boat 
was taken over safely,however,and he was\ 
permitted afterwards to 
stride of a magnificent 12 ill salmon which \ 
he might have had hut foi his diead of ^ 
water. We venture to sayr he never took 
the voyage above described with a rjj|T~ 
as motive power; nevertheless the Bitch 
is a very good one—as "• fish etory-X -

across ні ж

êriterat Susitttffi.

SPRING MODS.
ГГ1НЕ First Invoices of Spring iraportatio -share 
A been received st the Mlnunichi Bookstore. T*

JUST OPENED!
MEMORANDUM BOOKS—all «tie. end price*- 

Wliolcsale and Ret «il. * :
^ For School uee —cheap 

Conrt Record Books, Minute do.--In 800, 800, 
400 Д 600 pp., poet and foolscap sizes.

Colors,

l
!

Water
from 20 cts. upward—a varied assortment. 

Drawing Books—blank and Interleaved with sub
jects for the pupil.

Blottitug Rulers—À new and most useful 
article. The ruler itself le covered with blotting 
paper, thua guarding against ail possibility of blot
ting-and insuring neatness in ruling. Ten-paper 
can be renewed at

Blotting Desks—Writing Desk and Blotting 
Pad combined. Can always be kepi neat and clean 
without any trouble. . Needs only to be ye»-to be 
appreciated.

Time Books—Weekly and Monthly, from He. 
upward.

DOMINION POCKET BOOKS,
(A novelty in this Una.)

Patent Slate Pencils—Wooden handle and pencils 
to tit WiU last a lifetime.

WRAPPING PAPER—Heavy man ill» wrapping 
in roU, 40 inches wide; splendid quality. The same 
in quires, 34x48; and smaller sizes ta da, 24x86.

T'W'IUSTIDS-
d. a. smith.

will.

I

■i

-

fMt ram і chi Bookstore,
Chatham, March 26,1877. I

іJ. & A. M’MILLAN*8
List of New Book».

A CROSS AFRICA, by Vemey Lovett Cerner*. 
Л Commander Royal Navy, Ac., with nomeroos 
Illustrations.

Russia by D. Mackenzie Wall zee, member of the 
Imperial Russian Geographical Society, with Mam.

Through Persia by.Caravan, by Arthur Arnold, 
author of Ih the Levant

Life of a Scotch Naturalist, Thomas Rdward, by 
Samuel Smiles.

The Ascikht Rboimk, by Hippolyte Adolphe 
Taine, author of the History of English Literature, 
translated by John Durand.

Charles Kixo#lev, his Lettén Ш*П60оЄНе* of 
hie Life, éditai by Ale wife. Tl, .

Noras’ Love Тват, ж novel, by Mary Cecil Hay.
Tales from Знакєврхажж, by Charles and Mary

tSTARBOA RD and Port, the Settle along shore. » 
clit cruise, by the Herd. George H. Hep-

For sale by J. A A- McMILLAN.
98 Prince William St, tft Jdlm.

summer ya

Board in a Private Family. {
, ; і .u •
two or threePRIVATE FAMILY will take 

Boarders Those whe can exchange ftrst-claee 
) reference may apply at the

ADVANCE" OFFICE,

щ

*Military College, Kingston.
.

OEMI-ANNUATi Examinations for can-lilates dt- 
KJ siring to be admitted as cadets to the МП tars 
College will b - held at the Heed Quarters of Mili
tary Districts in which such candidates ratal*, on *" 
the 3rd July and ,18th December next, (1877).

All necessary information may be obtained a *m 
application to the Adjutant General at Ottawa, or* 
to the Députa tqjntimts General of Mtihsgr Dis
tricts AgpSoatiime for e4tnfeta>n mtfotwe 
to the Adjutnnt General not less than one month 
before date of examination.

By Order.
W. POWELL.

Head Quarters, ')
Ottawa, Uth April, 1877. f

sent

,-i

%
IMPORTANT

TO FABMBBa
<

FBBSH 
Timothy, Clover and Turnip Seeds,

AT LOWEST PRICES.

A lot of CHEAP PLOUGHS
JUST RECEIVED AT

F. J. LETSON’S.
H .CZD

Ліво— Part of hfe

SPRING STOCK
OF ENGLISH GOODS,

ex Steamer via Halifax

Superior Extra Flour _
at the Lowest Market Prices, «

F. J. LETSON.
WafotaBrsKET.

Chatham, 17th April, 18П.

SEEDS. SEEDS.
NEW AND FRESH.

"TUST RECEIVED A large and vaafed aeeoefe
V ment from one of the Firet Houses in the Do
minion—consisting of :

oi =~rt-
^ CARROT—Alttpgham, J tones. Intermediate and

Щ

Manglewurzel8 MOOd aDd Whlte’8 BM-Long 
‘ CUCUMBERS—White Spine end Long Gwn.

Red end White Onion Seed.
TURNIP— White Stone and Strep Leaf Reriv— 

also, Aberdeen and Shamrock Field Tnniin.
INDIAN CORN—Croeble'e, Tuecaroraand Ever-

BEANS- Scarlet Banner,
Weeks and Bn»wn Bean*.

PEAS—Little Gem, Tom nmroTVttidDtran.Segsr 
РЄМ-Ч.О, Dw,rf Bine Peter, and BUek Eyed 
Реая, a superior kind.

Broad Windsor Beane. -
ІЖ A few bushels verv fine Field Peas, 

a full line of ether Seeds grown byjnyeelt

GEORGE TRAER,
Water Street, Chatham.

.

I

Butter, Barty, Bht

with

April 18th, 1877.
(Advocate copy.)

NOTICE.

consequence of the gradation and tieeelficaSon câ 
the several Departments of ottr PtiMfcSebwtafeta 
deemed Decenary by the Board ei Trnsto^tbtt all 
transfers and admisdons of pupils shall be made at

In order, therefore, to prevent oonfuakm of grades 
and to provide necessary accommodation emSTT* 

-*• - ••
By order of the “

1

IN,

WORTH KNOWING I
Where to Cel He Bent Bugiu, u 

GOODS, 
Boots, SlIpprrs^Babbers,

GROCERIES,
WINES, etc.,

PAINTS, ОТІ’Nt
глиШк

CLASS AHO MABDWAC
Gold Jewelry & Electro Hate,

ІЧгаВпг. Laiapa and OU.
THE LARGEST AND CHEAPEST 

STOCK IN NEWCASTLE
WnonaaLi aso n^.„

MOWN.

ES.

\

Newcastle, Feb. 16th.
>

eveiHSSe К0ТІ0Я. eons who have taken a prominent part in 
bringing about the existing condition of
affairs.

We confess that prior to the commence
ment of the present year we had no 
adequate idea of the qualifications for their 
offices of those who are the recognised 
advisers of the Department at Ottawa, in 
connection with our fishing interests. We 
supposed, when we took up the Report of 
the Department of Marine and Fisheries 
and read the names of the practical and 
qualified men who are down on the list as 
Overseers and Wardens—together with 
those of others who are not practical men 
and are not in any way, qualified for the 
work the Government is swindled into 
paying them for,—that when changes 
affecting the local fisheries were to be made 
these practical men would be consulted, 
and that the others, who knew little or 
nothing of their duties, would be prompted 
by policy if not by reason to be governed 
by their advice, but we find that thoee 
who have taken no trouble to acquire even 
an elementary knowledge of the duties 
which their position in the community 
would forbid them to perform, have grown 
secure from official detection in their in
competency and are found delivering their 
opinions on subjects of which they are 
ignorant,—without reference to their com
petent associates in office—with an assur
ance which could only have been gained 
by the conviction that a strong though 
sinister defence stands between them and 
their jnst deserts. It is almost entirely 
due to what Shakespere so aptly terms 
“the insolence of office” that those of 
our Overseers and Wardens who are bteet 
qualified are treated as if they had no ex
istence, while their names are used by 
those who have usurped their authority 
for the purpose of giving point and color 
to representations which, if not knowingly 
false, are made in such ignorance of the 
facts as would secure their disbelief under 
any circumstances save those which are 
brought about by the manipulation of the 
persons who seem to have been specially 
retained for the work of misdirecting and 
misinforming the Department at Ottawa. 
The existence of this condition of affairs in 
the country may be kept from the public 
for a time by the means resorted to by 
those responsible for it, bat the importance 
of the interests affected and the intelligence 
which is fast sweeping the rubbish of old 
and vested official corruption away, must 
bring the truth to light To our général 
readers the matter may appear a small one, 
but to the people who live on the tidal 
waters of the Miramichi and its tributaries 
it is otherwise. We shipped fish from our 
two railway stations last year which, at a 
very moderate estimate, netted over $50 
000 to the men who caught them—and 
that without any expense for curing, etc., 
The shipments by sea must have been very 
much larger, the total vaine being per
haps $100,000 to $150,000. It is to 
local interests, and especially to those of 
such importance as that nnder considera
tion, that onr people should give their 
closest attention, and we ask onr readers

Miramichi. The Department had been given 
to understand officially that a certain large 
quantity of salmon ova had been laid down 
there, and it was informed by the editor of 
this paper, by a comunication forwarded 
on 4th insk that notone half of the quantity 
represented was in the trays. Statements 
of similar or worse misrepresentations of 
facts by those in charge of the establish
ment in previous years were made at the 
same time, and the Department, which 
has allowed itself to be misled so long by 
the same person who made the cooked official 
report from the Hatching Honse last antnnra 
felt, no doubt, that it must order an investi
gation. Mr. Wilmot came to the Mira
michi and was met by the Inspector of 
Fisheries for the Province—the latter being 
the officer whose report was questioned— 
and a visit was made to the Hatching 
House without any notice being sent to the 
gentleman who made the charges. We 
do not feel that we are at liberty to state 
what the result of Mr. Wilmot’s count of 
the ova was, but after the charges were 
made the public were informed by the 
Departmental organ that great losses had 
taken place during “the past fortnight.” 
and after the visit and count by Mr. Wil
mot the same organ gave a statement which 
it said was furnished to it by the Inspector 
accounting for losses by “fall freshet” 
e^c., of nearly on s half the ova originally 
reported as ha vie g been laid down. These 
losses, the official explanations stated, 
were reported to the Department as they 
occurred, but the fact is that no such 
reports had reâched the Department up 
to the time the charges of fraud were 
made (on 4th inst.) The gentleman who 
formulated the chargee was surprised that 
the allegations respecting the official mis
representations of past years were not 
gone into by Mr. Wilmot when he was 
here, but he could only offer proofs of 
what he had stated and leave the onus of 
non-investigation upon the Department.

While on the Miramichi Mr. Wilmot 
was, we are informed, instructed to make

Miramichi Advance’ Is published at 
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Not Yet.
Some would-be politicians seem , to 

think that because a number of mem
bers of the House of Commons have 
violated the law relating to the inde
pendence of Parliament there will be 
a dissolution and general election. 
There will be no dissolution, however, 
unless the aspect of political affairs 
at Ottawa changes very much.

Л-
Warl

Cable despatches state that war has 
been declared between Russia and 
Turkey. No engagement has taken 
place, but a conflict between the 
troops of the respective powers is im
minent

enquiries in connection with the prohibi
tion of bass fishing after the last of March 
and that of seining for Gaspereaux. Mr. 
Wilmot got such information as he could, 
a number of gaspereaux and bass fishermen 
having come to town at the request of the 
Inspector, Overseer Wyse and others to 
give their views on points in dispute. 
We believe that several fishermen and 
others interested made statements to 
Mr. Wilmot before and after the open in
vestigation was held, but what the nature 
of these statements was we can only con
jecture. At the open investigation but 
one fisherman was called at the request 
of the editor of the Advance, all the rest 
being brought forward by Overseer Wyse, 
and the whole of them may be taken as 
those on whom the Inspector and Mr. 
Wyse relied for an endorsement of their 
past policy and recommendations. The 
language of the principal witness called by 
these officers'would, we presume, be quite 
sufficient to give Mr. Wilmot an idea of 
the kind of authority they rely upon for 

. , , . ... . , “practical information” in reference to
who m»y have, heretofore, looked w,th inta 0B which they cannot themselvee 
apathy upon the <Ь«имюш, that have been apcak from personal observation. Were- 
going on, to think of the matter «enonely fer to the who obtained the signa-
and do what they can to assist in break" tare, Ul the petition „king for tlle prohi-
ing np or reforming what they mast be bition o( bass-seining. He confessed that 
convinced has been a very faulty and ill- 
advised system of management In the 
light of developments which we have come 
upon since the commencement of the year, 
we have deemed it onr duty to oppose 
much that has been advanced by the Fish
eries Department in the Province and the 
more we investigate and the closer our con
tact with its chief provincial Officer neces
sarily becomes, the greater seerfis the jus
tice of the position we have taken and the 
more unpleasant, on personal grounds, our 
task. We are, it is true, encouraged by 
the approval of many of our beet and most 
respected fellow-citizens, whose sympathy 
we are assured of in the natter of the 
gross personal attacks which have been made 
upon us from time to time by, or through 
the inspiration of the officer referred to, 
but we knew, we might expect any and all 
weapons of defence to be brought into 
play when we commenced to deal with his 
official acts on their merits, and if we al
lowed him, last^week, to escape the jnst 
punishment of conduct which ought to 

the Department to feel as hauled ef 
him, the fact may be attributed to the res
pect which we still entertain for the au
thority he misrepresents, rather than any 
personal regard for himself.

The management of fishery matters in 
Northl'd is beginning to attract attention 
outside. One of the dailies in St John has

XBedfbrd all Bight.

After satisfying himself in refer
ence to our representations in connec
tion with the Northwest Miramichi 
Hatching House, Samuel Wilmot, 
Esq., proceeded to the establishment 
on the Sackville River at Bedford, N. 
S., and we are glad to learn from him 

.that he found there the quantity of 
ova represented, a large portion of 
them being already hatched out. The 
only difficulty is that the facilities at 
hand are scarcely, sufficient for the 
proper accommodation of the fry. 
This, we hope, will be overcome, so 
that none of the care and labor be
stowed upon the work of the past 
winter will be lost. It is gratifying to 
know that at the present time there 
are between 900,000 and 1,000,000 
vivified ova and live salmon fry in 
the Nova Scotia establishment

he did not write the petition or have it 
written of his own motion, bad not wit
nessed the hauling of a bass seine for thirty 
years; never sail a small bass destroyed by 
the seines now in use, but was of opinion 
that great destruction was caused by

Overseer \Vyse, the only local fishery 
officer who has ventured to recom
mend the prohibition of bass seining, 
•aid he formed his opinion in the matter 
on the representations of others. He said 
his specialty w»s the superintendence or 
overseeing of bass fishing in Napan, and 
although he has held the appointment for 
that specialty between four and five years 
he had to confess that he never saw a bass

ïheEfièet of War.

The Monetary Time* says should the 
threatened war, take place the effect 
would probably be injurious to Canada. 
For the secqnd time, in this century, 
Canada is an importer, not an exporter 
of wheat ; and war would enhance the 
price of the wfieat we have to buy. It 
is also, possible, that it might have an 
injurious effect on our lumber interests, 
as capital now being employed in the 
erection of buildings in England and 
Scotland might be swept, through the 
force of foreign or domestic loans, into 
the vortex of war. seine hauled. The Inspector is similarly 

situated in reference to this mode of bass 
fishing. In view of the facts that the In
spector and Overseer Wyse are the oply 
officers who have recommended the 
hibition, that neither of them has ever 
taken the trouble to witness the mode of 
fishing they complain of. and that the of
ficial assertion of the Inspector that bass 
spawn in May in the Miramichi has 1 een 
utterly and unanswerably disproved ; 
taking into consideration, also, the fact 
that the latter officer reported 640,000 
ova laid down in the Hatching House, 
when qpt more than one half that num
ber were so laid down, we have a right to 
ask that restrictions placed on our fishery 
industries at the instance of these of
ficers, in a most arbitrary unseasonable 
and inconsiderate manner, be removed, 
pending enquiries which ought to he con
tinued until the bearings of the whole 
question are more fully understood.

We do not think that Mr. Wilmot is at all 
to blame because he did not remain on the 
Miramichi long enough to make anything 
approaching a thorough investigation, for 
his enquiries in reference to bass and gas
pereaux were, under his instructions, un
derstood to be only casual. It was not 
within his province to make his investi
gation a judicial one or he might have been 
asked to note the fact that the Inspector 
openly, in the room where the inquiry was 
conducted, insulted the very men Overseer 
Wyse and himself requested to give testi-

The duty of the Department is to order 
an enquiry not only in reference to the 
fisheries of the lower waters of the river, 
but also those of the upper tidal and 
flu viatic waters; these enquiries should be 
made from Portage River and Point Es- 
cuminac to the uppermost pools in the main 
river and tributaries, where spears and 
torches do their destructive work unmo
lested by officers. The facts cannot be 
fully gathered in Chatham or Newcastle or 
any other central point on the River, but 
they should be sought out where the fish
eries are actually carried on. If the In
spector and ihe Overseers performed their 
duties properly and their relationships 
were what they ought to be towards each 
other, we believe there would be a more 
intelligent understanding of the question 
at headquarters, but, as we before intimat
ed, the most incompetent of the officers 
(we speak of the portions of the river below 
Newcastle) are those who are kept the 
closest in the confidence of the Depart
ment, while those who might be made -of 
service to it are almost altogether ignored.

We might pursue this subject to an al
most indefinite length, but we have pre
sented enough of the facts to enable the 
ordinary reader to understand some of the 
bearings of a question which is of great 
importance to the people of the Cotinty. 
In dealing with the matter as we have 
done for the past three months, we have 
been actuated by a desire to bring the De
partment—from the Minister down to the 
humblest Warden—tç a more jnst appre
ciation of the interests involved, and to 
arrest the further development of a sys
tem of management which has been work
ing injury to all interested. We are con
vinced that the Department at Ottawa 
has been deceived and misinformed by 
those to whom it has looked for official 
local information, to an extent that it can

The Independence of PsrUsment.

The list of members of Parliament 
charged with having contracts with the 
Government is growing long and it bal
ances pretty well on each side of the 
House. Mr. Mitchell has, it is aaid, 
been receiving a rental of $400 a year 
from the Government for the portion of 
his House in Newcastle which was used 
as Railway offices ^nd a like sum for 
the portion used by Mr. Light, C. E., 
as his residence. Mr. Moffatt of Resti
gouche is said to have had a share in a 
contract for carrying rails; Mr. Anglin 
has been profiting by a printing con
tract; Mr. Burpee and Mr. Domville 
are also declared to be contractors with 
Government, indirectly. We have not 
heard, however, of these gentlemen 
changing their political views to any ex
tent Mr. Mitchell has, perhaps, chang
ed more than any other, having aban
doned his leadership of the Party of the 
Left Centre, but he seems quite as de
terminedly opposed to the Government 
as ever.

handled the subject until it has, apparent
ly, become convinced that it knows nothing 
about it. At all events it has been judi
ciously silent since we secured a partial 
investigation of chargee made from this 
office early in thepresent month. Another 
has touched the matter daintily and then 
dropped it, also. Either of these journals 
might have done ns a great public service 
by making thorough enquiries for them
selves and publishing the results. An
other, the Globe, was misled for a time 
last winter. We observe, however, that 
it has informed itselt more correddÿ of 
late and, referring to some of the state
ments made by the Advance says

“We call the attention of the Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries to these statements. 
They come from a source not unfriendly to 
the Government of which he is a member, 
and they are stated with a positiveness 
that appears to have its origin in the. con
sciousness that they are the truth. The 
Minister is, undoubtedly, animated by a 
sincere desire to do what is best for the in
terests of Canada, and his own Province 
would, 
hands.
to do everything that is in his power to 
advance the interests of the fishermen of 
the Miramichi, consistent with the public 
interest. Indeed he could have no other 
feeling On the other hand, there does ap
pear to have been some malign influence at 
work to occasionally thwart his desires, 
and to make his efforts futile. We hold 
him and the country will hold him respon
sible for the work of his Department, but 
no one who knows him wouM suppose for 
a moment that, unless acting unaer sug
gestions from some one in his Department 
who might be supposed to know what is 
right, he would have made the regulations 
that from time to time have been made, 
and then recalled them and changed them, 
the way they have been recalled and chang
ed. We do not for a moment say that the 
influences which have been in operation 
have been intentionally sinister; but it 
does seem as if the Minister had been in
tentionally deceived by those in whom he 
had a right to place trust and confidence, 
and from whom he had a right to demand 
undoubted and reliable advice. We shall 
be glad if it can be shown that he was not 
deceived ; but no one can blame him if he 
starts upon a rigid enquiry into the causes 
that, despite his own endeavors to do 
right, have produced so much dissatisfac
tion at the North Shore.”

The ШгмпІоЬІ Fisheries Question.
We feel that we reflect the sentiment of 

the people in this section of the North 
Shore when we say that onr most impor
tant industry, next to lumbering, has been 
very badly managed of late years, and we 
fear it will take a larger influence than 
can be brought to bear in the right direc
tion to change the system by which the 
Department at Ottawa is, to a dangerous ' 
degree, made but an engine for giving ef
fect to recommendations and experiments 
which are fast rendering the term “ Fish
ery Regulations,” in Northumberland, a 
synonym for all that is absurd, ill-advised 
and opposed to the true interests of those 
who are affected by them. The policy of 
those who have to deal with and direct the 
administration of public affairs can only be 
properly judged by its effects upon the in
terests treated;—a correct policy will gain 
adherents and its rulings will, in time, be 
received as public axioms, while the oppo
site and its results will gradually lose 
favor, and even their mention call up ad
verse sentiments if not execration. We 
believe that when those of onr readers who 
are familiar with fishery management on 
the Miramichi think of their knowledge 
and observation in connection with these 
truisms, they will not be slow to justify 
this paper in the course it has been forced 
to take in its discussion and treatment of 
the important subject referred to. Those 
who divest their minds of prejudice and 
think only of the interest involved, who 
look at the bald facts, as farms they, them
selves, know them—divested of official, 
political or local clap-trap — who really 
strive to arrive at as clear an understanding 
as possible of what is best for both the pre
sent and the future in connection with this 
great industry, must acknowledge that we 
are doing an important duty when we la
bor to effect such reform as will render its 
management less deserving of adverse 
criticism from those who are most compe
tent to pronounce an opinion on the sub
ject, and, therefore, the more fully sensible 
of the unfitness for their work of the per.

particularly get fair play at his 
We know that he is most anxious

Our cotemporary has struck upon what 
is fast growing to be recognised as the 
key to the whole trouble, but whether 
there is energy enough in the proper 
quarter to secure action upon facts which 
are but too apparent is a matter yet to be 
seen.

Many of our readers know that the 
Fisheries Department recently directed 
Samuel Wilmot, Esq., to visit the Mira
michi and—as a paper which seems to be
tbs Department’s local organ said—look 
into fishery matters. The immediate cause
of his vint was the condition of affairs at 
the Hatching House on the Northwest

*
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flkimd §игіпде. êmmtl §иібі«ш “ What are the prospects for the immedi
ate future T ” is an oft-repeated inquiry. 
Every commercial writer predicts increas
ed activity in all branches of industry and 
every indication seems to warrant the 
hope ; but, in considering the question of 
the prospects of the lumber trade, we shall 
base our expressions on the same volume 
of trade as was realized in 1876.

The total on the bank and in the streams 
will show a decrease of probably about 
ten per cent, as compared with the same 
total for 1876, and that per cent, of reduc
tion would have occured in the inanufac* 
ture had the anticipated stock been fully 
realized.
the total cut of the mills enumerated in 
these tables for 1877 will not reach over 
3,200,000,Г00 feet, as compared with 3,- 
616,308,816 feet. But with the same pro
duct, and the same demand, the lumber
men are in a better condition, notwith
standing they have produced the lumber- 
now on hand at a loss. They used stump- 
age to meet current obligations, and owe 
less to-day than three years ago ; and if 
they hold firm, as all seemed inclined to, 
and sell only for cash, the business of 1877 
will present a more inviting retrospect 
than that we have justreviewed. —A bridged 
from X. W. Lumberman.

It is more than probable that

A Whopping Fish Story.
Frederic Robinson is a capital actor, 

one of the best Hamlets at present on the 
stage, an acceptable Richelieu, a wicked 
Richard and a Macbeth having few su
periors. He is also a thorough angler, 
having considerable experience on onr 
New Brunswick rivers. , He possesses 
well-marked individuality —tidiich some 
people mistake for selfishness—an essenti
al quality iu the make-up of an angler, 
and he can live and be happy with his rod, 
flybook, basket of “ prog” and the muses 
for weeks at a time, gathering material, 
meantime, with which to tickle the palates 
of the epicures with whom he is acquaint
ed or to “stuff’ those of his literary 
friends who, while they may not know 
much about Salmon or the modus operand і 
of taking them, are as ready to swallow a 
New Brunswick fish story as the whale 
was to take in Jonah, lest he might get 
wet Thus, we find a Robinson fish story 
taken from the New York Dramatic Neves 
going the rounds of the Press. The great 
event is supposed to have taken place last 
season. It is painfully evident, from the 
style of expression that however free the 
writer may be in handling the pen his 
experience with the rod has been very 
limited. He says:--

Some four weeks ago, Mr. Fred Robin
son. of the Union Square Theatre, with a 
couple of friends, started for New Bruns
wick on a fishing excursion. Their tackle 
was so voluminous and wield у that it had 
to be charged as freight. Onr informant 
tells us that Mr. Robinson and his friends, 
after remaining in St. John for a day, 
started out for the river where the salmon 
abound. Fred prides himself on his know
ledge of this peculiar kind of sport, hut 
for three days lack was against him. On 
the first day he lost his tackle with * 
monster. The second day he didn’t have 
a bite. On the#third day lie whs drench
ed to the skin, by a storm which threw 
down their tent and spoiled a good part of 
their provisions. On the fourth day, while 
standing on the river bank, he 
ly wondering if he was going to get white
washed in his salmon fishing, when sud
denly he felt a bite tlrat almost pulled the 
rod out of his hand. He let his tackle out 
and the reel turned, with such velocity as 
to emit sparks. On, on it went, and Fred 
began to grow anxious as he noticed that 
there was no opportunity of drawing. He 
judged that when it came to the end of 
the line it would snap like a thread, at the 
Tate it was going, so resolved to follow the 
toonster that had hisbohk himself. Throw
ing off hw hat and coat, and fortunately 
haping nothing but slippers on his feet, the 
boots haying been too wet to get on, he 
threw himself into the boiling waters.— 
But the line went faster than he could 
swim, so tying the end round his right arm 
he let himself go. Theh began a most ex
traordinary chase. The fisherman instead 
of dragging the fish was being dragged Ь$$ 
it and at a rate which at times took him 
completely under water. Almost before 
he could gain%reath another plunge would 
take place. His velocity was such that he 
literally passed over shallow spots in the 
river like a flash of lightning. It was the 
quickest swimming that had ever been ac
complished. This kept on for some fifteen 
minutes, when Fred began to grow anxious 
about the distança he was getting from 
camp. But he was now powerless. The 
line had tightened around his arm and he 
had no knife to sever it Gradually a dis
tant roar reached him, and his hair stood 
on end as he contenplated the possibility 
of reaching a cataract. The noise grew 
louder, and he gradually became convinc
ed he was actually doing so and unable to 
do a thing to avert the peril. He 
white foam ahead, and then suddenly felt 
an inert ased velocity, and before he knew, 
it made a sudden plunge which made him 
believe all was over. To his surprise he 
went down very deep but preserved his 
presence of mind. On coming to the 
lace, he looked up and saw some forty 
feet off a fall about twenty feet high, over 
which the water was rushing and boiling. 
He remarked at the same time that the 
line had ceased to drag him. Every 
and then, however, there was a trembling 
which denoted that the fish was still at 
the end of the line. He began to draw in 
the line, and follow it np very slowly. 
This was a work of some minutes, as the 
line was some fifty feet long. Gradually 
he approached the bank of the river, won
dering whether the fish had taken refuge 
on dry land. Approaching nearer, he no
ticed a small entrance mt over two feet 
broad and very shallow, and on rising to 
hie feet he observed a small circular basin 
not over eight feet in diameter, and two 
feet deepi He also saw a perfect monster 
of a salmon lying on the lwttom. When 
the salmon saw him it made a bolt for the 
entrance, but Fred was too quick for it 
and tieat it off At the least movement he 
made, however, it would endeavor to get 
out, until he became convinced the only 
means to employ was to fill up the entr
ance with stones that lay close at hand. 
This was a work of some time,' and the fish 
eyed his movements suspiciously, endeai 
voring to thwart him by lashing the water 
and blinding him. Spite of this, Fred 
built up a barrier of stones as high as the 
surrounding bank. Then he went on terra 
firms, and tried to pull in the line. But 
this was snapped like a thread. Then he 
pursued the fish, and endeavored to seize 
it bodily, but it evaded his grasp with 
ease. He at last made up his mind, after 
half an hour of this work, that no means 
he had at hand would suffice to catch the 
monster. So he resolved to return to the 
camp and get help. He made his barrier 
of stones stronger and higher, and left for 
the camp. It took him three hours’ walk 
to get over the ground that it had taken 
twenty minutes to go by the way of th 
river. His return was hailed with great 
joy, as his friends began to think he was 
lost or drowned. He told them the story, 
but they were incredulous, and it took no 
small persuasion to get them to consent to 

pauy him. As it was getting late, 
and all were tired, the excursion was put 
off till next day. Early in the 
the three friends got into their boat an 
paddled down the stream. When they 
heard the roar of the waterfall they land
ed, and Fred guided them to the small 
basin where he had left his salmon. Sure 
enough, there it was. When he saw the 
three men come down on him, he actually 
made an attempt to leap over the stones 
which shut up the passage-way. It was 
to no purpose. The three men got on 
three sides of the little basin, and one of 
them at length, by a dexterous blow of 
the hook, caught his piscatorial majesty 
under the gills, and landed him on terra 
firms. He weighed fifty eight-pounds and 
was the largest salmon any one of them 
had ever seen (or any one else). Five 
hooks were found in his mouth* three of 
them half-worn away.

S After this they remained out for two 
weeks and caught seventeen salmons, but 
none of them half so large as the one which 
gave Mr. Robinson so extraordinary an ad
venture.
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