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SHOULD NOT HAVE
CIVEN THE LANDS

COMMITTEE REPORT
AGAINST GOVERNMENT

Grants Outside Purview of Act — Com-
v pany Should Not ‘Complain of
Cancellation.

(From Thursday's Daily.)

The special committee appointed to in-
quire into all matters connected with ihe
granting or proposed granting of a land
subsidy to the Columbia & Western
Rdilroad Company in its report to the
House recited the facts in connection
with {he various proposed subsidies.
Aftér ‘4 history of the transaccions, it
zecites that blocks 4,593 and 4,594 had

“attracted the attention of persons inter-

ested in coal and petroleum deposits, and
was believed by both the government and
the company to be valuable in this re-
®pect.”

The transfer of blocks 4,593 and 4.594
from. the |\B. C. Southern to the Colum-~
dia & Western is described. The report
soys:

"It weos stated by Mr, Wells, although
denied by Mr. Eberts and Mr., Taylor,
ghat the first suggestion of this change
came in ‘a telegram addressed by AMr.
“Taylor in Eastern Canada to Mr, Ehfrts
enquiring, whether it would be possrb_le
to transfer these two lots from the Brit-
ish Columbia Southern te the Columbia
& Western; and it was stated by Mr.
AWells that after consultation with Mr.
Eberts, a reply was sent that such a
change was impossible, the basis of that
view being that the terms of the Colum-
bia & Western Railway Act would not
grerinit the appropnation of lots 4,593 and
4594 as part of the subsidy earned by
that company. To understand the posi-
dion, it is necessary to remember that
the eastern terminus of the Columbia &
Western railway was Rossland, . The
two lots in question were situated at a
distance of about 800 miles fromy that
eastern terminus. The Columbia &
Western Railway Company’s Subsidy
Aet provided as follows:

“Section 6. The company shall only be
ealtitldd;$0) unoccupied crown lands, and
tormake up for any area within any of
fhe blocks of land to be selected by the
<cmpany which shall, before the selec-
tion by the company, have been alienated
by the crown or held by pre-emption or
as mineral claims, or where the blocks
are of insufficient area on account of
their proximity to the international
dboundary, or other cause, upon ‘any one
or more of the said sections of ‘the line
o%iruiiWay/! upon satisfying the Lieut.-
Governor-in-council of such fact or facts,
the company shall be entitled to equal
aréaq of crown lands in the said dis-
tricts, to be taken up in bloeks or mot
*less thar one mile square, and to be re-
served, selected and granted to the com-
gany from time to time as the work pro-
ceeds, ' in such manner as the Lieut.
Governor-in-council may determine, and
in localities as near as practicable con-
tiguous to the said line of railway, and
thil'baner ' of reserving, selecting and
gxanting shall apply to all cases where
the area covered by the said blocks is
arsufficient to make up the quantity to
=+which"'the'company is entitled under this
act” &

I€ these two lots could be legally ap-
propriated to the Columbia & Western
Railway Company, they could be so ap-
aoprigted only as deficieney lands under
this scction. The section provides ex-
pressly that deficiency lands are to be
selected as mearly as practicable con-
tiguous to the line of railway. The lands
in question, could therefore not be given
to , the Columbia & Western Railway
Com.paqy without an express violation of
the plain direction of the statute, How-
ever, three orders-in-council were pass-
ed, dated the 10th day of August, 1901,
one of which rescinded the order of the
19th of December, 1900, the second of
of which restored the British Columbia
Southern Railway Company’s settlement
of September 10th, 1900, and a third of
which carried into effect the preposal
‘made’ on: behalf of the (Columbia & Wes-
tern, Railway Company, on the lines
above ‘mentioned, and authorized  the
granting of blocks 4,593 and 4,594 to the
cempaty in full satisfactionr of the de-
fiiénéy lands to which the company
would be entitled in respect of the con-
struction’ of section three of its line.

‘We Are unable to find any trace of any
miinutes of a council meeiing of the 10th
Augist, 1901. On that date Mr. Duns-
muir and Mr. Prentice were absent, The
minGte" 6f ‘colmeil which was placed be-
foré the Governor, signed by Mr, Turner
and ‘Mr. Wells, although dafed the ¥Oth
of "Adgist,' ‘Was not signed or prepared
until ‘'some date later than the 28th of
August, 1901. The draft of this mjnute
which may have been before the meet-
ing-af the 10th of August, if any such
meéting was' held, together with the
memoranda . containing estimates of
guantities of acreage and descriptions of
the property dealt with, were prepared
by or under the diréction of the executive

@gent -of the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company and furnished by him to the de-
pagtment;; of 'lands and works. A]l ihe
ministers. disclaim any knowledge of the
groupds upon which the council acted in
entering into this transaction. Mr. Kb-
er(s says that he, having been consulted,
advisea that the lands could be lawfully
granted under the statute, Mr., Duns-
muir says that the matter was not set-
tled before his departure from the city
on the 4th of August, although the mat-

ter had been discussed, and he had ex-

Yressed his dissatisfaction with it. Mr.
Prentice says that he was absent and
Xnew nothing about it. Mr, Wells says
that he was absent from the city from
the 271]1_0f July until the 8th of Aungust,
and that on his return it was Tepresent-
#d to him that the matter had already
been disposed of by council, and- he
signed the report as a mere matter of

form, while in his own mingd feeling the
gravest dissatisfaction with the course

which was being taken. Mr. McBride
was unable to recollect anything abont

%he matter, except he understood it had

been represented to him that the effect of
the tramsaction would be a substantial
gain of acreage to the province,

The i1eason for the change is not appar-
ent—two reasons are indifferently set ap
or mentioned, and both would appear to
be without merit—one that there was a
censiderable saving in acreage, and it
would appear that the Chief Commission-
er of Lands and Works had relied upon
the gerneral statement put forward on
‘behalf of the Columbia & Western Rail-
way Company, that the saving would be
some 300,000 acres, but the amount was
cfterwards discovered to 'be incorrect.
The other was this—that the British Co-
lumbia Southern Railway Cempany had
been allotted these lands, it was only a
matter of domestic economy after all,
and it mattered not to make the change,
a2s both companies, i.e., the British Co-
iumbia Southern Railway Company ani
the Columbia & Western Railway Com-
pany, were both controlled by the C. P.
R. Co.

. After the passage of the order-in-cout-
‘cil of the 10th of August, approved by

His Honor the Lieut.-Governor on the
4th of September, 1901, a further ovder-
jin-council of date the 18th' day of Sep-
tember, 1901, and approved by His
Honor the Lieut.-Governor on the 23rd
| day of September, 1901, was passed, ap-
i proving of crown grants that were to
i issue to the Columbia & \Vesterngéail-
way Company, and the crown nts
were prepared for the lands so granted.
inclusive of tke said blocks 4,593 and
4,594, and were duly signed, the signa-
| ture of His Honor the Lieut.-Governor
appearing thereon, together with the
great seal of the province, as well as the
' signatures of the Hon, the Provincil
| Secretary (Mr. Prentice) and the Deputy
| Commissioner of Lands and Works, ‘in-
! der date the 3rd day of October, 1901.
{IL would appear that the usual fees pay-
rable upon -the issue of crown grants were
Ipaid by the Columbia & Western Rail-
lway Company—and instead of the crown
1 grants being handed out in the usual
| course to the duly. authorized agent or
Isttomey of the railway company, it was
decided upon that the Chief Commis-
sioner of Lands and Works (Mr, Wells)
would take the crown grants to Mon-
treal, and there make delivery to the
president of the C. R, R, Co.

There is contradiction as to whether
the Chief Commissiorer of Lands and
Works had express instructions when
going to Montreal to insist upon further
conecessions from the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company or the iColumbia &
Western Railway Conipany, before mak-
ing delivery of the crown grants for
blocks 4,593 and 4,594—and we cannot
finrd that an order-in-council was passed
to in any way alter or vary the situation
then existing, viz., the order-in-council
of the 4th of September, 1901, supported
the delivery of the ecrown grants, sub-
ject only to the terms thereof. How-
ever, it is quite evident that the then
Premier (Mr. Dunsmuir) was willing that
the Chicf Commissioner of Lands and
‘Works (Mr. Wells) should endeavor to get
some promise of further construction of
railways. At the same time, Mr. Duns-
muir frankly stated in his evidence that he
never expected anything to come of ity
and that it was the suggestion of Mr.
Wells, This is borne out, as is also the
Attorney-General’s (Mr. Eberts) - view
of it, by their repeated requests to Mr.
Wells to deliver the crown grants to the
railway company after his.(Mr. Wells’s)
return from Montreal, notwithstanding
that no promise had been made to build
the Spence’s Bridge to Midway line.

We now come to the Montreal incident,
the moving cause, as stated by all the
ministers, for the passing of the rescind-
ing order-in-council of the 18th of
March, 1902.

The committee do not undertake to
pass upon the truth or untruth of the
Montreal incident,—and as to whether
the Chief Commissioner of Lands and
Works (Mr. Wells) had improper pro-
posals made to him, which, if acceded
¢ by him would have amounted to his
being corruptly influenced; all we can
say is this, that apparently the govern-
ment of the day, then consisting of the
Hon. Messrs. Dunsmuir,” Eberts, Pren-
tice and Prior, on the 18th day of March,
1902, gave such credence to the matter
that the rescinding order-in-council of
that date was passed, taking away from
the Golumbia & Western Railway Lom-
pany . the right to receive the ecrown
grants already issued, but not delivered,
for the said blocks, 4,593 and 4,594. The
committee cannot consider that this ace
tion was other than as all actions of the
government must be,—binding upon  all
the members of the government. It
would appear, however, that the Attor-
ney-General (Mr. Eberts) was not a con-
senting party to this rescinding order-in-
council of the 18th of March, 1902, and
Gissented therefrom; and it would appear
that his opinion was that the order-in-
council was ineffective and that the pro-
perty in the lands was passed to the
Columbia & Western . Railway. Com-
pany, or thatwhether it had passed or
not, should bé left to be decided in the
courts; but it is to be observed in the
Lght of the evidence adduced, that he
held this view wtih facts within his
knowledge that he withheld from the leg-
islature; and Mr. Eberts further ob-
jected that this action was ill-timed, as
well as the later action of the legislature
in passing bill 16,

A matter for comment with regard to
the order-in-council of the. 10th ot
August, 1901, approved on the 4th of
September, 1901, is this: the extraordin-
ary departure’ from ordinary procedure
and the apparent carrying out of a trans-
action involving the disposition of 625,-
000 acres of most valuable land, at the
mandate of some outside authority, with-
out care being had to see that all the
statutory requirements, being conditions
precedent to ‘the right of the railway
company to be granted lands under the
subsidy act, were complied with; and it
is to be observed that no survey had been
had, and as a matter of fact even the
descriptions. of the land were supplied
from sources the committee were unable
to locate; and there 'was evidence,—
V:hether it can be said“fo be satisfactory
or not,—which we 4re not prepared to
say,—that the¢ order<in-council was actu-
ally drafted at the instance of the rail-
way company, and apparently all was
done as if no responsibility rested upon
the lands and works department, or that
of the ‘Attorney-General.

In passing, it may be' said that the
same agency,—which later  the Chief
Commissioner of Lands and Works com-
p.ained about,—was present and promot-
ing the action of the government at the
time,

The committee
their view that

]

are
the

strengthened in
railway company

were not fully satisfied in accepting title
to blocks 4,593 and 4,594 under the Co-
lumbia & Western Railway Subsidy Act,
1896, because of the facts that develoged
in connection with bill 87, of the session
of 1902, which was brought down by
message but did not pass through the
customary stages and become law. It is
vpparent that the draftsman of that act
had well in mind the difficulty to sup-
port the crown grants of blocks 4,593 and
4,594 under the Columbia & Western
Railway Subsidy Act, 1896, and care
was taken to provide against any such
restrictive effect in bill 87,

The remarkable fact in connection with
bill 87 developed :that the authorship of
the bill is iost in obscurity, but one thing
was - very appdrent, and that was that
the railway company were satisfied with
the form thereof, and in fact put the
King's printer in motion to print the
same, and great anxiety was evidenced
to have the bill introduced and dealt with
as drafted. The inevitable conclusion the
ccmmittee have come to, and do come to,
ig that the bill was drafted at the in-
stance of the railway company.

Now, what was the object of the rail-
way company? There was no disguise
as to this, it was plainly stated to be
the getting of blocks 4,593 and 4,594 by
the agency of this bill 87. The execu-
tive agent of the C.P. R, (Mr, Brown)
80 wrote the Chief 'Commissioner of
Lands and Works (Mr. Wells), and re-
minded him that such was the under-
standing—this was denied, though, by
Mr. Wells, and the committee do not
propose to dispose of this question of
fact; but, the committee does proposed
to remark upon the action of the Chief
Commissioner of Lands and Works,
after being so apprised of the intentions
of the railway company. The Attornéy-
General did not draft the bill: the Deputy
Aftorney-General did not draft it, and to
this day, it is not known who did draft
it. It is true that after the introduction
of the message recommending the bill,
atfention was drawn to the wide features
of it, i.e., that lands should be granted in
the districts of Yale and Kootenay,
without restriction of any kind, and st
the will of the railway company, Then,
it was that both the Chief Commissioner
of Lands and Works and the Minister
of Mines, Colonel Prior, made enquiries
of the Attorney-General as to the effect
of the bill, and it is stated that the At-
forney-General’'s view was that bill did
not enlarge the scope of the -Columbia &
Western Railway Subsidy Act, 18096, and
that in any case, the province would not
be ealled upon to grant any lands what-
ever, and thereby there was protection
against any selection not agreed to by
the. government.

The coincidence of the formation of the
Pacific Coal Company in August, 1901,
gives color to the thought that there was
some movement upon foot to deal with
blocks 4,593 and 4,594 as coal properties,
and to support the belief that there was
something in the Montreal incident.

The finding of the commitfee is given
as follows:

1, The committee find that the order-
in-council . of the 10th day of August,
1901, authorizing tlie conveying of blocks
4,593 and 4,594 to the Columbia & Wes-
tern, Railway Company was not in the
publig interest. :

2; z‘*e find that within the original Co-
lumbig & Western reserve there remain-
‘ed, after deducting the alternate blocks
1appropriated for the construction of the
first section and two pieces of land ap-
propriated for the deficiency lands to
which the company were entitled for the
construction of that section, an area of
land amounting to 2,600,000 acres. .We
also find that within the said reserve
there was ample land available to satis-
fy all that the company was entitled to
receive for the construction of the third
section, which reserve had remained set
apart for the purposcs of the eompany
for a period of five years.

3. We find that the order-in-council
directing the issue of grants for blocks
4,693 and 4,594 was fettered by no con-
ditions of any kind whatever, and that
under that order-in<council, assyming
that the settlement had not violated the
conditions of the Subsidy Act, the com-
pany would have been forthwith entitled
to' a delivery of ‘the grants,

4. We find that questions pertinent to
the matter we had to enquire into were
asked throughout' the. session of 1902, as
would appedr by the Journals of the
House, - and. the government permitted
answers thereto to be given that were
not in ‘accordance with the real faets.

5. We find that on the Sth day of May,
1962, a return, purporting to be a return
of the order-in-council relating to the
granting of blocks 4,593 and 4,594, and
of all correspondence, etc., connected
therewith, failed to refer to a number
of letters that passed between the execu-
| tive: ¢f the Canadian Pacific Railway
'Comvpany and the Hon. the Chief Com-
missioner of Lands and Works, which
although marked “personal,” were clear-
ly official letters, dealing with official
"business; angd also failed to return a let-
ter of 8th day of November, 1901, from
the Deputy Commissioner of Lands and
Works {o the government agent at Fort
Steel, showing ‘that blocks 4,593 and
4,594 were granted to ‘the railway com-
pany.

6. We find that if bill No. 87 had be-
come law the Columbia & Western Rail-
way Company would have had power
cenferred on them to ¢laim blocks 4,593
and 4,504,

7. The committee had no difficulty
jin finding that the rescinding order-in-
jmuncil of the 18th day of March, 1902,
and bill No. 16 were steps taken in the
public interest, as unquestionably the said
lands, being blocks$ 4,593 and 4,594 were
not and never could have been considered
to have been within purview of the Co-
lumbia & Western Railway Subsidy Aect,
1896, and it is unreasonable to assume
that the railway company, advised at all
times by eminent counsel, was not aware
that such lands were without the pur-
view of the statute. That being the fact,
no matter what other cause moved the
government in the matter, the rescinding
order-in-council was right and proper, as
was also the legislation that followed—
all being in the public interest—and view-
ing” the matter in this way, we cannot
see what ground of complaint is open to
the railway company,

All of which is respectfully submitted,
. (Signed) C. W. D, CLIFFORD,

Chairman.

Dated May 27th, 1903.

A Charlotte special says that an east-
bound passenger train on the Chesa-

peake & Ohio railroad jumped the track
near Wooilen Mills, Va. Engineer
Thomas Hill Snider was killed,

PROCEEDINGS OF
THE LEGISLATURE

WEAKENED MINISTRY
ENCOUNTERED DEFEAT

—_——e e

Premier Promised He Would Ask Lient.-
Governor For Dissolution Before
Assembling To-Day.

(From. Wednesday's Daily).

Upon the House assembling this after-
noon’ Premier Prior, immediately - after
prayers, rose and made a statement which
he thought was of'great importance to
the province. He said in March, 1902,
he was asked by Ml:; Dunsmauir to join
kis government upow the direct under-
standing that he hadia railway policy in
connection with theé northern portion 'of
the province. A railroad policy in con-
nection with that part; of the country
was of the greatest importance to the
province, g

Last session, though subsidies were
voted, not a sign of a pick or a shovel
in railroad constryction was to be seen.
T'his showed that subsidies were not suf-
ficient to induce capital to take this up.

A few days after he joined the Duns-
muir government the question of the

cancellation of the crown grants to the
Columbia & Wesfern came up. This was
carried out. He was in accord with mos¢
of the members of the government in
that, ]

In November, 1902, Mr. Dunsmuir re-
signed, and he was ‘called upon to form
a government. This he did. He had
gene in 1903 with Mr. Eberts to Ottawa
.in order to get Bétter terms. While in
Montreal he had?ah interview with Sir
Thomas Shaughnessy. Sir Thomas told
him that the company thought they could
make their claim good in the courts-of
the country. ‘That was: his first intima-
tion that the province would be met by
such ‘a move as tBat. When he return-
ed he conferred with his colleagues, and
had the support of most of them in tak-
ing steps to safeguard the lands to the
province.

The government was asked to inter-
vene in connection with parties who
were being proceeded against by the Col-
umbia & Western. . The government did
not intervene, but bill 16 was passed by
which the lands were conserved to the
province,

In that matter he was opposed by ome
member of the government, the Attorney-
General. It was difficult to go against a
man of such learning in the law. Yet,
supported by his-other colleagues, bill 16
was passed. { e

The Premier alluded to'the investiga-
tion and the intérest he took in the mat-
ter. After following it he found it was
impossible for the government to cone
tinue as such with such a divergence of
opinion. ;

In a govrnment there must be a differ-
ence of opinion. But in this case he saw
that there was not the confidence which
should exist among some members of
the government., In view of this he re-
luctantly called for the resignations of
two of his ministers. When ministers
saw that it was in the public interests it
was not a question of their personal feel-
ing, but he must take the bull by the
horns. : o !

Hon. W. W. B, McInnes had also
Lkanded in his resignation. It had not
been accepted, and he had asked the
Provincial Seeretary to continue longer.

He had acquainted the ' Lieutenans-
Governor with the situation and asked
if he would grant. him dissolution. His
Honor had granted him this, but asked
that he should endeavor to have supply
granted before this course was taken.

He thought that' it was wise to have
this granted.

Jos. Martin asked for a more definite
statement. He wanted to know if the
House passed a vote of want of confi-
dence would he be granted an appeal to
the country.

Premier’ Prior said that he expetted an
appeal to the country under any eircum-
stances. : ;

Mr. Martin aské® if he had the pro-
mise of the fGovernor to that
effect. {

Premier Prior sajd that if the House
wanted to defeat him they might do s6.
He would go to the Lieut-Governor and
ask a dissolution.

He appealed to the House to grant
recessary supply and perhaps pass a few
necessary bills, such as the Coal Mines
Amendment Act. )

Mr. McInnes ﬂaid: that his resignation
as handed in this morning was final, He
had good reasons for doing so which he
did not propose to place before the House
row. He was prepared to,assist in pass-
ing the necessary sypply.

The eountry needpd an appeal, to the
country, Had he seen a chance of
carrying on the affairs of the céumtry by
the government in a, dignified manper he
would, have remained with it., . The
events of the past few days s*howe‘ﬁ_ ‘that
this was not to be accomplished, ‘and he
considered it his duty to resign.

The necessary supply should be voted,
and an appeal should be taken ‘to the
country upon party lines,

Mr, Eberts said he did not stand in a
very enviable position. He had been
asked by his leader to resign, which he
had done this morning. He could not
have resigned before because his raputa-
tion was at stake.

He had oppesed the Premier on bill 16.
and he was backed by the majority of
Lis sunportens,

“No,” eried Mr. ‘Prentice,

Again proceeding, Mr. Eberts said that
he had favored intervention on behalf
of Mr. Rogers. ;

Again Mr. Prentice interrupted, but
members of the government side cried
“Order, order.”

Mr. BEberts said he opposed bill 16, and
told the Premier that he would not vote
for it, and if he was asked to do so he
would resign,

Premier Prior said he told Mr. Eberts
that he could take his choice—he conuld
vote for it or resign, 5

Mr; Eberts continuing, said he object-

to theiPremier having taken 'ihe
coursg he did.  No report had been re-
ceived from the commirtee. The Premier
thought that he had a right to do as he
like in these matters upon the excus2
that he was taking the bull by the horns.

He wanted no enconiums from the Pre-
mier. He hurled them back in his face.

This action by the Premier was but
an excuse. He was satisfied with his
course. He knew what he had done inm
this House,

Mr, Prentice said it seemed a day of
plain speaking. The Atterney-General
deserved no consideration in the matter.
He had brought this upon himself, Fol-
low this matter up. Geo, McL. Brown
since 1900 had been assisted by the Aty
torney-General in this matter. He had
been aided by that nefarious partner of
his—the blackguard—cries of ‘‘order.”

Proceeding to tell of the telegrams
passing between Mr. Eberts and Mr.
Taylor, the Speaker objected that noth-
ing that was given in evidence before the
committee should be given.

He alluded to the Premier’s coursé as
having been consistent. He had had for
colleagues men who were untrue and un-
faithful and were cowards and liars.

The Speaker called for an immediate
retraction.

The Minister of Finance accordingly
did so, and 'apologized for his expression,

Mr. Clifford said that the committey
had come to a unanimous finding on the
Columbia & Western subsidy matter. 1t
would be presented later in the after-
noon when typewritten,

Mr. Wells said that he took the posi-
tion he was called upon to take in a
philosophical manner. It came to him,
however, as a surprise which seemed to
be shared by the general public. It
seemed to him that in due deference to
the committee appointed by the House,
the Premier should have waited for that
report. It was not showing courtesy to
either the committee or the House which
appointed it in the course he had taken.

He was sorry that the Premier had
not revealed the real reason which /he
assigned for asking for his resignation.
He read the letter received' from the
Premier, in which the Premier stated
that he had formed the opinion that he
as Chief Commissioner had not done
everything in the interests of the coun-
try, and reciting that there were other
reasons in his conduect of the department.
The letter also stated that Premier
Prior intended to call for his resignation
at the close of the session.

Mr: Wells said that the Premier. had
no right to come to the eonclusions he
had in connection with the Columbia &
Western subsidy matter. He defied the
Premier to point out wherein he had
been negligent of his duties,

Three years he had been in the gov-
ernment. Mr. Dunsmuir, he believed,
had no fault to find@ with his administra-
tion of the department. Mr. Dunsmair
in recognition of that recommended him
to Col. Prior.

Col. Prior in accepting the position he
did as Premier assumed full responsi-
bility for the acts 6f the past government
in this very matter. The grants were
prepared and he assumed the responsi-
bility for these just the same as Mr.
Eberts .and himself. »

Smith Curtis: “Hear, hear.”

Continuing, Mr, Wells said that the
government endorsed his action in can-
celling the grants. Again in the intro-
duction of bill 16 he was again endorsed
by Premier Prior.

Why the great haste in. this demand
for the resignation? Why did he not
wait for a few days until the report was
forthcoming. The reason was plain, The
Prémier saw that that report was to drag
the Premier down as a member of the
government.

He endeavored to divert attention from
himself by calling for the resignation of
Mr. Eberts and himself,

Mr, Wells concluded by stating ‘that
he had decided to accept the situation
philosophically and handed in his résigna-
tion without regret,

R. McBride followed amid applatse.
He criticized Premier Prior's statement
that he had a'promise of dissolution, irre-
spective of the action of the House. If
this is fo be believed the first minister
must have a compact that no matter what
happened he would get dissolution. Al-

ed

though this was extraordinary in view |

of constitutional usage, it was important
to have that statement. He could scarce-
ly credit 'such a statement.

Mr. McBride refused to accord Pre-
mier Prior any support. He said he fav-
ored an appeal to the country on party
lines,

(From Thursday's Daily.)

By his performance within the last
iwenty-four nours, Col. Prior has un-
‘doubtedly established a record as the
fastest quick change artist that has ever
stepped upon the troubled political stage
in this provinee. During that time he
has read two ‘of hnis principal advisers
out of his cabinet, has received the resig-
1ation of a third, and has himself suf-
fered.defeat at the hands of the legisla-
ture. When the Premier rose in his
place immediately. after the convening
of the House he recognized that he was
facing a desperate situation, but he mét
it with a cheerful courage, which has
been ' such a  valuable ‘asset to him
throughout his political career. Even
late in the evening when he was com-
peled to rise and admit that he no longer
controlled the House, and would be ob-
liged to seek a dissolution, it was with a
smile on his face and the joy of battle in
his eyes.

That the government's days are num-
bered, was apparent. as soon as it béecame
known that the Provineial Secretary had
1esigned. Thenceforward members busied
themselves, not with the nignner of the
government's going, but’ awith the ques-
tion of succession, and there was an im-
mediate move on the part of all the prin-
cipal figures to put themselves in the
line of the Governor's vision. In this
effort Mr. Martin, as usual, demonstrat-
ed his skill, and he jockeyed for position
with much the same +wariness as fhe
rider of a small and inferior horse plays
for his opening when getting away from
the stand. It is not improbable that had
Mr. Martin not challenged them to do
80, the opposition would have refrained
from dividing the House on the motion
to adjourn. But Mr. Martin evidently
thought that they feared the issue and
his taunt was quickly taken up, with the
result that the administration was over-
whelmed. Later he recovered himse
somewhat by securing the defeat of Mr.
MecBride’s motion to adjourn, but later
he withdrew quickly from advancing a

|

|

motion of his own to the same end when
the opposition chiefs challenged him to

test the real sentiment of the House to-
ward bim.

The outcome of yesterday's proceed-
irgs will necessarily be of the most mo-
mentous nature. Both Col. Prior and
Mr. Martin sought to secure themselves
in the party saddles. If the Governor
dissolves the House, their efforts will be
facilitated; but if he refuses and sends
for the leader of the opposition, a seri-
ous blow will be administered to the
hopes of both. Mr. McBride did not
miss the opportunity to ridicule the claim
of the titular leader of the Liberal party
in British Columbia that the people were
cverwhelmingly in his favor, and to coun-
ter with an apt reference to the unbroken
list .of bye-election victories of the oppo-
sition. None of the leaders in the
House gave His Honor any excuse for
overlooking "him, even Mr. MecInnes
leaping into the arena with a ringing ap-
peal to the House and the country.

Premier Prior during the afternoon
niade a statement of the Chimney Creek
contract.

R. McBride referred to the fact that
they had an official statement from the
Premier that no matter what the situa-
tion was that he would be granted an
appeal to the country if defeated in the
House. He understood the Premier to
say that no matter what voice was ex-
pressed in this House that Le would have
an appeal to the country. He wanted
no mistake about this. It was a most
peculiar position. He didn’t think that
it was in line with the constitutional
usage.

The situation was that a government
which only a few days ago had only a
majority of about three members was
now composed of only two members,
three defections having taken place,

As leader of the opposition, he was not
prepared to offer the First Minister any
assistance out of the dilemma in which
the government found itself. While it
was needful to grant necessary supply,
yet he could not fall in with the idea of
supporting the present administration in
passing that,

He thought they should proceed con-
stitutionally. He saw no reason for de-
parting from the well laid down course
in these matters. He would have liked
the Provincial Seeretary to have enlarged
upon the pesition he took at this time.

At ‘the present juncture, as leader of

the opposition, he -was not prepared to.

say nay or yea to the statements of the
First Minister. st

A, B. McPhillips said that he wished
to speak "as his name had been dragged
into this matter. When the question
was beftre the select committee of the
House his name had been mentioned, but
he was on each occasion exonerated from
all complication with the matter.

He did not know but what the First
Minister had the right to act as he did
before the report of the committee was
brought in. But it might, perhaps, have
been better had he waited until the re-
port was presented. The Prime Minister
appeared to-day with only two members
on the treasury benches. That was not
according to the general rule,

The statement of the Premier that he
had been given the promise of a dissolu-
tion under any eircumstances was ‘one
which should not go unchallenged. It
was a course not according to the au-
thorities. The construction to be put
upon the remarks of the Premier was
that the Licut.-Governor became the
passive instrumnent in the hands of the
Premier,

Quoting from Todd, Mr. McPhillips
showed that there was no excuse for
granting ‘Premier Prior upon his defeat
in the House an appeal to the country.
If such a promise were given it should
not go unchallenged by the House. It
was a serious matter that the Lieut.-
Governor should be so unmindful of his
duty as to give a pledge such as the Pre-
mier said had been given,

The Premier presented the report of
the Minister of Mines for the past year.

The following bills were introduced and
read a first time:

“An Act to amend Chapter 111 of the
Revised Statutes of British Columbia,
being ‘T'fe Land Registry Act,” by J.
Martin; ““An Act to amend the ‘Coast-
Kootenay Railway Aid Act, 1902, ” by
Hon. Mr. Eberts; “An Act respecting
Transportation,” by Smith Curtis; “An
Act to amend the ‘Provincial Elections
Act,”” by R. Hall; “An Act for the Pre-
servation of the Lord’s Day as a Day
of Rest,”. by C. Munro; “An - Act to
amend the ‘Bureau of Mines Act, 1895,
by Premier Prior; “An Act - respecting
Sanitary Drainage Companies,” by Hon.
Mr. Eberts.

Mr. Tatlow moved that an order of the
House be granted for a return of all
petitions and -correspondence relating to
amendments to the Boiler Inspection
Act.

In doing so the mover said that he did
it at the instigation of engineers in Van-
couver. The government had not acted
as fairly, he understood, with engineers
as they did in other countries.

H. B. Gilmour also alluded to hard-
thips under the act.

J. H. Hawthornthwaite pointed out
that the act in question had made verit-
able slaves of engineers.,

The resolution carried.

C. W. D. Clifford in presenting  the
report and findings of the special com-
mittee asked for a suspension of ' the
rules so that the printed evidence might
be presented later.

Leave was granted and the report was
read. The report was adopted,

H. D. Helmcken asked 'leave to-intro-
duce a bill for the purpose of allowing
the corporation -of the city of Victonia
the right to submit a by-law respecting
the C. P. R. hotel. § «

Mr. McPhillips supported the bill.

Mr. Helmcken asked for a suspension
of the rules in order to proceed with the
Lill. It was really a public bill in the
hands of a private member, he sajd.

Mr. Martin objected to this. This was
a private bill, pure and simple.

Premier Prior accepted the bill as a
government measure, and it passed its
first and second reading. Upon a motion
to go into committee on the bill objeetion
was raised by A. W. Smith.

Premier Prior said that the bill af-
fected no place but Victoria, and at the
present time under the political condi-
tions it was expedient that this should
be dealt with at once,

A. W. Smith was opposed to the prin-
ciple of the bill, and was not in favor of
proceeding with it at once. -

Mr. McBride called attention to an
article in the Victoria Times reflecting
upon the Premier. He considered that

it was only fair to the Premier. He out-
lined the article in cotnection with the

((‘himney Creek bridge. He s

that a committee of the House :
be appointed to inquire into it. I
a grave matter.

Premier Prior said that he had not s
the article. He had not had the matts
called to his attention until he got
message from Vancouver that “wl-n;m_ﬁ
The E. G. Prior Company was a limited
lLiability .company, formed at the time he
was a member of the Dominion govern
ment, so that the firin would not be
barred from taking any contracts which
might be given,

His firm tendered for the Chimney
Creek bridge. It was the lowest [L'Htlln.,
and was accepted. The contract
for $3,000.

C. A. Semlin pointed out that the force
in the report was that the tender was
said to have been made after the other
tenders were ascertained by the Premier.

Prenuer Prior said he did not make
the tender and had nothing whatever to
do with the matter,

Mr. Prentice asked: “Don’t you think
we're getting too petty ?”

Upon the motion of the Premier
adjourn,

Mr. Martin wanted to know where
they stood. This was a peculiar posi-
tion. Three members of the government
had resigned. The Premier had taken
the proper course. He had laid the mat-
ter before the Lieut.-Governor, and ac-
cording to his statement got the promise-
of a dissolution.

Premier Prior interjected: “I got the-
assurance and the right to use it.”

Continuing Mr. Martin said under the
circumstances it became necessary to-
pass a supply bill.

If this motign to adjourn passed the
House it was practically acknowledging
that the control of the House was in the
hands of the Premier. He would person-
ally fall in with the suggestion . of the
Premier in providing for supply being
granted. He thought they should either
accept or refuse to-day the offer of the
Premier. ;

The member for Dewdney by his state-
ment to-day that there was necess y for
an election showed to the Lieut.-Goy-
ernor that he favored a dissolution.

The Premier had acknowledged that
he was not in control of a majority of
the House, yet he was to be given con-
trol of the House. He favored an ap-
peal to the country upon party lines. He
agreed with the Premier’s proposition to
pass the necessary. estimates.

Mr. - MeBride’ thought that there had
been a misunderstanding of his position.
The last speaker-was # member of the

Was

to

_opposition.

“Mr. Martin said that he was not a
supporter of the government, but he did
not acknowledge the leadership “‘of the
member for Dewdney.

The member for Vancouver, continued
Mr. McBride, showed that he most as-
suredly looked to him as leader. In Mr.
Martin’s remarks he said that in the ab-
sence of advice from the speaker he had
taken his present course. This showed
unmistakably that that gentleman look-:
ed to him as leader of the opposition.

Under the present position of affairs he
could not help but marvel at the position
of the member for Vancouver. Mr, Mar-
tin prided himself upon his knoWledge of
constitutional procedure’ yet théy Had no
statement from him to-day.

“I see nothing ungonstitutional in the
Lieut.-Governor taking the position he
has,” said Mr. Martin.

Mr. McBride said that having suc-
ceeded in extracting this from Mr. Mar-
tin he wanted to know what Mr. Martin
would do on the motion to adjourn.

Mr. Martin said he would vote for it,
as he was in favor of giving the Premier
support urtil the estimates passed.

Mr. McBride was not prepated under
the circumstances to say what should be
done,

Mr. McPhillips thought that it was
very easy to see the specious tactics of
Mr. Martin, who was always ready to
serve any one but the party which he
led, small as it might be. Who had sin-
cerely followed up and exposed the condi-
tions which existed? Not the member
for Vanconver. He took no active part
in that. But as usual he was ready to
keep the government in power.'"No one
could tell where he stood. The only way
was to count him out and let him take
his own course.

He had no doubt that the Lieut.-Gov-
ernor had said to Col. Prior that he
would grant Lim a dissolution upon his
giving him an assurance that he could
control a _majority and grant supply. No
one knew that principle better than Sir
Henri Joly de Lotbiniere, for he'had met
with it in his own political eareer,

Queting from Todd he pointed out that
in the case of a political crisis or in the
case of a government being defeated in
the House, it was still possible to pro-
iong the life of the House until supply
was voted.

Mr. Curtis asked the Premier if he
had an express promise from the Eieut.-
Governor that in any event ‘he ‘would
grant the Premier a dissolution? If th«
committee had reported against the mem-
bers of the government and found them
guilty of fraud upon the country would
the Lieut.-Governor still have granted
him dissolution. He wanted an éxplicit
answer from the Premier,

“I have stated as much as I intead to
state. It was taken down by the
papers,” said Premier Prior.

Mr. Curtis objected to any such re-
fusal upon a ecrucial question. He re-
ferred to the Premier's denial of the
statement that he had never sd&id that
the-Lieut.-Governor had promised a dis-
solution at a previous time. He wanted
this very definite. He would’ not be
satisfied until there was brought down
to the House a memorandum from the
Lieut.-Governor in this matter. This
was not an unusual thing for a Premier
to ask from the Lieut.-Governor. Hze
wanted to know what was the position
of affairs which the Premier placed be-
fore the Lieut.-Governor. The member
for Vancouver attempted to show that it
was necessary to grant supply before
passing a vote of want of confidence.
That is by no means necessary. A vote
of want of confidence in the government
did not preelude the granting of supply-
The Governor had it within his power
to refuse dissolution until supply was
granted.

He would vote against the metion t
adjourn in order to show the government
that it had not the control of the Hous:
and that it could not have it.

The vote being taken the motion to ad
Journ was defeated by 17 to 15. T!
division was as follows:

Yeas.—Gilmour, Hayward,

.\Iax't'.j.
Helmcken, Prentice, Prior, A.

W.

.Smith, Clifford, II“!.‘.\V?HH. h
Rogers, Hunter, Dickie, X

Nays.—Stables, E. C.
thornthwaite, Gifford, Ga
i,‘-nrtis. Tatlow, Green, '\,["}
MecPhillips, 'l':_l,\'.' r, Iidd
Wells, Dunsmuir.
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