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were not fully satisfied in accepting title 
to blocks 4,593 and 4,594 under the Co­
lumbia & Western Railway Subsidy Act, 
1896, because of the facts that developed 
in connection with bill 87, of the session 
of 1902, which was brought down by 
message but did not pass through the 
customary stages and become law. It is 
apparent that the draftsman of that act 
had well in mind the difficulty to sup­
port the crown grants of blocks 4,593 and 
4,594 under the Columbia & Western 
Railway Subsidy Act, 1896, and care 
was taken to provide against any such 
restrictive effect in bill 87.

been represented to him that the effect of 
the transaction would be a substantial 
gain of acreage to the province.

The reason for the change is not appar­
ent—two reasons are indifferently set up 
or mentioned, and both would appear to 
be. without merit—one that thegre was a 
considerable saving in acreage, and it 
Would appear that the Chief Commission­
er of Lands and Works had relied upon 
the general statement1 put forward <m 
behalf of the Columbia & Western Rail­
way Company, that the saving would bo 
some 300,000 acres, but the amount was 
rfterwarda discovered to be incorrect. 
The other was this—that the British. Co­
lumbia Southern Railway Company hud 
been allotted these lands, it was only a 
matter of domestic economy after all, 
and it mattered not to make the change, 
as both companies, i.e., the British Co­
lumbia Southern Railway Company ani 
the Columbia & Western Railway Com­
pany, were both controlled by (he C. P. 
R. Co.

PROCEEDINGS OF
GIVEN THE LANDS

COMMITTEE REPORT
AGAINST GOVERNMENT

WEAKENED MINISTRY
ENCOUNTERED DEFEAT

♦

The remarkable fact in connection with 
bill 87 developed that the authorship of 
the bill is lost in obscurity, but one thing 

apparent, and) that was that
Grants Outside Purview of Act-Com- 

' pany Should Not Complain of 
Cancellation.

Premier Promised He Would Ask Lieut. - 
Governor For Dissolution Before 

Assembling To-Day.

was very
the railway company were satisfied with 
the form thereof, and' in fact put the 
King's printer in motion to print the 
same, and great anxiety was evidenced 
to have the bill introduced and dealt with 
as drafted. The. inevitable conclusion the 
committee have come to, and do come to, 
is that the bill was drafted at the in* 
stance of the railway company.

i j.

(From Thursday's Daily.)
The special committee appointed to in-j After the passage of the order-in-court- 

«mire into all matters connected with the PÎ*. tLe 19th of August, approved by
His Honor the Lieut.-Governor on the 

, Z-, , v » T,r * September, 1901, a further order*
t.ie Columbia & W estern . in-ooundl of date the 13th day of Sep- 

Bàilroad Company in. its report to the tomber, 1901, and approved * by His
House recited the facts in connection Honor the Lieuf.-Governor on the 23rd
with the various proposed subsidies. ! pf September, 1901, was passed, ap- 

...... e ... ' proving of crown: grants that were toAfter a history of the transactions, it . iMU6 t0 the Columbia & Western R
tedtes that blocks 4,503 and 4,594 had v ay Compaq and the crown gfn 
"attracted the attention of persons inter- were prepared for' the lands so granted, 
nested in coal and peVroleum deposits, and inclusive of the said blocks 4,593 and 

believed' by 'both the government and 4,594, and were duly signed, the signa­
ture of His Honor t*he Lieut.-Governor 
appearing thereon, together with the 

The transfer of blocks 4,593 and 4.594 sreat seal of the province, as well as the 
from the iB. C. Southern to the Colum- signatures of the Hon. the Provinci il 
Ina & Western is described. The report ! Secretary (Mr. Prentice) and the Deputy 
etiys: Commissioner of Lands and Works, un­

it was stated by Mr. Wells, although der d<ate the 3rd' day of October. 3901. 
denied by Mr. Eberts and Mr. Taylor, lt would appear that the usual fees pay- 
4hat the first suggestion of this change al’}e Won the issue of crown grants were 
■ramie in a telegram addressed by Mr. by the Columbia & Western Rail-
Taylor in1 Eastern Canada to Mr. Eberts ^ay Company and instead of the crown 
«squiring >vhether it would be possible ! £rant® 'being handed1 out in the usual 
to' transfer these two lots from the Brit- course to. the duly authorized agent' or 
ish Columbia Southern to the Columbia . attorney of the railway company, it was 
& Western: and it was stated by Mr. . cided upon that tho Chief Commis­

sioner of Lands arid Works (Mr. Wells) 
would take the crown grants to Mon­
treal, and there make delivery fo the 
president of the C. R. R, Co.

There is contradiction as to -whether 
the Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works had express instructions when 
going to Montreal to insist upon further 
concessions from the Canadian Pacific 
Railway Company of the Columbia &
Western Railway Company, before mak­
ing delivery of the crown grants for 
blocks 4,593 and- 4,594—and we cannot 
find that an order-iu-council was passed the government, 
to in any way alter or vary the situation 
then existing, viz., the order-in-council 
of the 4th of September, 1901, supported 
the delivery of the crown grants, sub­
ject only to the terms thereof, 
ever, it is quite evident that the then 
Premier (Mr. Dunsmuir) was willing thaf 
the Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works (Mr. Wells) should endeavor to get 
some promise of further construction of 
railways. At the same time, Mr. Duos- 
muir frankly stated in his evidence that he 
never expected anything to come of it, 
and that it was the suggestion of Mr.
Wells. This is borne out, as is also the 
Attorney-General’s (Mr. Eberts) view ,pu.Çftÿ ,.in y.^r—
of it, by their repeated requests to Mr. ( 2 Wie find that within the original Co- 
Wells to deliver the crown grants to the 'JumlDia & Western reserve there remain­
railway company after his (Mr. Wells’s) (ed, after deducting the alternate blocks 
return from Montreal, notwithstanding -appropriated for the construction of the 
that no promise had been made to build drs,t section and two pieces of land ap- 
the Spence’s Bridge to Midway line. Preprinted for the deficiency lands to 

We now come to the Montreal incident, which the company were entitled for the 
the moving cause, as stated by all the construction of that section, an area of 
ministers, for the passing of the rescind- lan<i amounting to 2,600,000 acres. We 
ing order-in-council of the 18th of also find that within the said reserve 
March, 1902. there was ample land available to satis-

The committee do not undertake to all that the company was entitled fo 
pass upon the truth or untruth of the rtcri^e for the construction of the third 
Montreal incident,—and as to whether action, which reserve had remained set 
the Ghief Commissioner of Lands and aParfc for the purposes of the company 
Works (Mr. Wells) had improper pro- ! f°r a period of five years, 
posais made to him, which, if acceded 3. We find that the order-in-council 
to by him would (have amounted to his directing the issue of grants for blocks 
being corruptly influenced; all we can 4,593 and 4,594 was fettered by

this, that apparently the govern- dirions of any kind whatever, and that 
ment of the day, then consisting of the under that order-in^council, assuming 
Hon. Messrs. Dunsmuir, Eberts, Pren- that the settlement had not violated the 
tice and Prior, on the 18th day of March, conditions of the Subsidy Act, the 
1902, gave such credence to the matter pany would have been forthwith entitled 
that the rescinding order-in-council of to a delivery of 'the grants, 
that date was passed, taking away from 4. We find) that questions pertinent to 
1lie Columbia & Western Railway Coon- the matter we had to enquire into were 
pany the right to receive the crown asked throughout* the session of 1902, 
grants already issued, but not delivered, would appeàr by the Journals of the 
for the said blocks, 4,593 and 4,594. The 'House, and the government permitted 
committee cannot consider that this ae answers thereto to be given that were 
tion was other than as all actions of the not in accordance with the real facts, 
government must - be,—binding upon all 6. We find- that on. the 5th day of May, 
the members of the government. It 3902, a return, purporting to be a return 
would appear, however, that the Attor- of the order-in-council relating to the 
ney-General (Mr. Eberts) was not a con- granting of blocks 4,593 and 4,594, and 
sonting party to this rescinding order-in- of all correspondence, etc., connected 
council of the 18flh of March, 1902, and therewith* failed to refer to a number 
dissented therefrom; and it would

(From Wednesday’s Daily).
Upon the House assembling this after­

noon Premier Prior, immediately after 
prayers, rose and made a statement which 
he thought was of great importance to 
the province. He said in March, 1902, 
he was asked by Dunsmuir to join 
his government upoar the direct under­
standing that he had‘a railway -policy in 
connection wit*h the northern portion of 
the province. A railroad policy in con­
nection with that* part of the country 
was of the greatest importance to the 
province. *

Last session, thofigh subsidies were 
voted, not a sign, of a pick or a shovel 
in railroad construction was to be seen. 
This showed that subsidies were not suf-

eranting or proposed granting of a land 
«ubsidy to Now, what was the object of the rail­

way company? There was no disguise 
as to this, it was plainly stated to be 
the getting of blocks 4,593 and' 4,594 by 
the agency of this bill 87. The execu­
tive agent* of the C. P. R. (Mr. Brown) 
so wrote the Chief Commiissioner of 
Lan-ds and Works (Mr. Wells), and re­
minded him that such- wns the under­
standing—this was denied, though, by 
Mr. Wells, and the committee do not 

to dispose of this question of

ail-
rits

was
the company to be valuable in this re- 
epect.'*

propose
fact*; but, the committee does proposed 
to remark upon the action of the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works, 
after being so apprised of the intentions 
of the railway company. The Attorney- 
General did not draft the bill: the Deputy 
Attorney-General did not draft it, and to 
this day, it is not known who did draft 
it. It is true that after the introduction 
of the message recommending the bill, 
attention wag drawn to the wide features 
of it, i.e., -that lands should be granted in 
the districts of Yale and Kootenay, 
without restriction, of any kind, and at 
the will of the railway company. Then, 
if was that both the Chief Commissioner 
of Lands and Works and the Minister 
of Mines, Colonel Prior, made enquiries 
of the Attorney-General as to the effect 
of the bill, and it is stated that the At­
torney-General’s view was that bill did 
not enflarge the scope of the Columbia & 
Western Railway Subsidy Act, 1896, and 
that in any case, the province would not 
bo called upon to grant any lands what­
ever, and thereby there was protection 
against any selection not agreed to by

ficient to induce capital to take this up.
A few days after he joined the Duns- 

muir government the question of the 
cancellation of the crown grants to the 
Columbia & Western came up. This was 
carried out. He was in accord writh most 
of the members of the government in 
that. *

In November, 1902, Mr. Dunsmuir re­
signed, and he was ’called' upon to form 
a government. This he did. He had 
gone in 1903 with Mr. Eberts to Ofctaw'a 
in order to get better terms. While in 
Montreal he had* ùà interview with Sir 
Thomas Shaughnessy. Sir Thomas told 
him that the company thought they could 
make their claim good in the courts of 
the country. Thpt was his first intima­
tion that the province would be met by 
such a move as that. When he return­
ed he conferred with his colleagues, and 
had the support of most of them in’ tak­
ing steps to safeguard the lands to the 
province.

The government was asked to inter­
vene in connection with parties who 

being proceeded against by the Col­
umbia & Western. The government did 
not intervene, but bill 16 w*as passed by 
which the lands were conserved to the 
province.

In that matter he was opposed by 
member of tbe government, the Attorney- 
General. It was difficult to go against a 
man of such learning in the law. Yet, 
supported by his-other colleagues, bill 16 
was passed.

The Premier alluded to the investiga­
tion and the interest he took in the mat­
ter. After following it he found it 
impossible for the government to 
tinue as such with such a divergence of 
opinion.

In a gomment there must be a differ­
ence of opinion. But in this case he 
that there was not the confidence which 
should exist among some members of 
the government. In view of this he re­
luctantly called for the resignations of 
two of his ministers. When ministers 
«aw that it was in the public interests it 
was not a question of their personal feel­
ing, but he must take the bull by the

Wells that after consultation with Mr. 
Eberts, a reply was sent" that such a 
change was impossible, the basis of that 
view being that the terms of the Colum­
bia & Western- Railway Act would not 
iwinit the appropriation of lots 4,593 and 
4<694 as part of the subsidy earned by 
that company. To understand the posi- 

is necessary to reftiember that 
the eastern terminus of the Columbia & 
Western railway was Rossrland. The 
two lots in question were situated at a 
distance of about 300 miles from/ that 
«eastern terminus. The Columbia & 
Western Railway Company’s Subsidy 
Act provided as follows:

“Section 6. The company shall only be 
cettiitl^diitb) unoccupied crown lands, and 
tormake up for any area within any of 
Che blocks of land to be selected by the 
company which shall, before the selec­
tion by the company, have been alienated 
by the crownj or held by pre-emption or 
as mineral claims, or where the blocks 
are of insufficient area on account of 
their proximity to the international 
boundary, or other cause, upon any one 
or more of (he said sections of the line 

upon satisfying the Lieut.- 
Governor-in-council of such fact or facts, 
the company shall be entitled to equal 
areas of crown lands in the said dis­
tricts, to be taken- up in blocks or not 

• less than one mile square, and t'o be re­
served, selected and granted to the com­
pany from time to time as the work pro­
ceeds, in such manner as the Lieut.- 
■Governor-iu-couneil may determine, and 
in localities as near as practicable 
tiguous to rim said line of railway, and 
thië'/ttottMe* - of reserving, selecting and 
gx&nting shall apply to all cases where 
the area covered by the said blocks is 
insufficient to make up the quantity to 
irMch thèLcdinpany is entitled under this

The coincidence of the formation of the 
Pacific Coal Company in August, 1901, 
gives color to the thought that there 
some movement upon, foot to deal wifh 
blocks 4,593 and 4,594 as coal properties, 
and to support the belief that there 
something in the Montreal incident.

Ttoe finding of the committee is given 
aï) follows:

was
How- were

was

1. The committee find that the order- 
iu-council of the 10th day of August, 
1901, authorizing the conveying of blocks 
4,593 and 4,594 to the Columbia & Wes­
tern , Railway Company was not in t'he

one

was
con-

saw
con-

«t*’
If these two lots could be legally ap- 

iwûptiatèd to the Columbia & Western 
Railway Company, they could be so ap- 
pPOjyrigted only as deficiency lands under 
this section. The section provides ex­
pressly that deficiency lands are to be 
«elected
tiguous to the line of railway. The lands 
ia question, could therefore not be given 
to the Columbia & Western Railway 
Company without an express violation of 
the,$)&ih direction of the statute. How- 
«rer, three orders-in-council were pass­
ed, 4sthe 10th day of August, 1901, 
<M*e 9^ yyhich rescinded the order of the 

of December, 1900, the second of 
of which restored the British Columbia 
Southern Railway Company’s settlement 
of September 10th, 1900, and a third of 
wîrïch. carried into effect the proposal 
made <m behalf of the Columbia & Wes- 
tera Railway Company, on the lines 
above mentioned, and authorized) the 
granting of blocks 4,593 and 4,594 to the 
company in ; full satisfaction of the de­
ficiency.' lands to which the company 
would be entitled in respect of the eon- 
strucpoiî of section three of its line.

We £re unable to find any trace of any 
minutes of a council meeting of the 10th 
August, 1901. On that date Mr. Duns- 
smu-r and Mr. Prentice were absent. The 
mmffté' of cohncil which was placed be- 
forè the Governor, signed by Mr. Turner 
end Mr. Wells, although dat’ed the 10th 
of not signed or prepared
until some date later than the 28th of 
August, 1901. The draft of this minute 
which may have been before the meet­
ing of the lOt'h of August, if any such 
meeting was held, together with 
anemor;>Bdfi containing 
quantities of acreage and descriptions, of 
the property dealt with, were prepared 
l>y or under t'he direction of the executive 
agent of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Ctompanff and furnished by Mm to the de­
partment of -lands and works. All the 
ministers disclaim any knowledge of the 
grounds upon which the council acted in 
entering into this transaction. Mr. Eb­
erts says that he, having been- consulted, 
ndviseu that the lands could be lawfully 
granted under the statute. Mr. Diins^ 
muir says that the matter was not set> 
tied before his departure from the city 
on the 4th of August, although the mat­
ter had been discussed, and he had ex­
pressed his dissatisfaction with it. Mr. 
Prentice says,that he was absent and 
luiew nothing about it. Mr. Wells says 
that lie was absent from the city from 
*he 27th pf July until the 8th of August, 
-end that on liis return- it was represent­
ed fo him that the matter had already 
been disposed of by council, and- he 
■«signed the report as a mere matter of 
form, while in- his own mind feeling the 
gravest dissatisfaction with the course 
which was being taken. Mr. McBride 
wag unable to recollect anything about 
«ho urat'ter, except he understood it had

Hon. W. W. B, Mclnnes had also 
handed in his resignation. It had not 
been accepted, and he had asked the 
Provincial Secretary to continue longer.

He had acquainted the Lieutenant- 
Governor with the situation and asked 
if he would grant him dissolution. His 
Honor had granted him this, but asked 
that he should, endeavor to have supply 
granted before this course was taken.

He thought that it was wise to have 
this granted.

Jos. Martin asked for a more definite 
statement. He wanted to know if the 
House passed a vote of want of confi­
dence would he be granted an appeal to 
the country.

Premier Prior said that he expected an1 
appeal to the country under any circum­
stances.

Mr. Martin asked’ if he had the pro­
mise of the Governor to that 
effect.

Premier Prior sa,id that 
wanted to defeat hum, they might do so. 
He would go to the LieirbGovernor and 
ask a dissolution.

He appealed to *±he House to grant 
necessary supply and perhaps passa few 
necessary bills, sucji as 'the Coal Mines 
Amendment Act 1 -,

Mr. Mclnncs said, that his resignation 
handed in this rooming was final. He 

had good reasons fpr doing so which he 
did not propose to pjace before the House 
now. He was prepared to,assist in pass­
ing the necessary supply.

The country needjed an appeal to the 
eouhtry. Had he seen a chance of 
carrying on the affairs of the côuntry by 
the government in a,, dignified manner he 
would , have remained with it. , The 
events bf the past few days showeçL 'that 
this whs not to be accomplished, and he 
considered it his duty to resign.

The necessary supply should be vote'd, 
and an appeal should be taken to the 
country upon party lines.

Mr Eberts said he did) not stand1 in a 
very enviable position. He had been 
asked by Ms leader to resign, which he 
had done this morniing. He could not 
have resigned before because Ills reputa­
tion was at stake.

He had opposed the Premier on- bill 16. 
and he was backed by the majorify of 
Lis supporters.

“No,” cried Mr. Prentice.
Again proceeding, Mr. Eberts said that 

he had favored intervention on behalf 
of Mr. Rogers.

Again Mr. Prentice interrupted, but 
members of the government side cried 
“Order, order.”

Mr. Eberts said he opposed bill 16, and 
told the Premier that lie would not vote 
for it, and if he was asked to do so he 
would resign.

Premier Prior said he told Mr. Eberts 
thaf he could take his choice—-he could 
vote for it or resign.

Mr. Eberts continuing, said he object-

no con-say as

as nearly as practicable con- com­

as

appear of letters that passed between the execu- 
that his opinion was that the order-in- tive cf the Canadian- Pacific Railway 
council was ineffective and that the pro- Company and the Hon. the Chief Com- 
perty in the lands was passed to the missioner of Lands and Works, which 
Columbia & Western Railway. Com- although marked “personal,” were clear- 
pany, or that' whether it had passed or ly official letters, dealing with official 
not, should bè left to be decided in the business; and also failed to return a let- 
courts; but it is to be observed in the ter of 8th day of November, 1901, from 
Ight of the evidence adduced, that he the Deputy Commissione-r of Lands and 
held this view wtih facts within his Works Vo the government agent at Fort 
knowledge that he withheld from the leg- Steel, showing that blocks 4 593 and 
lslature; and Mr. Eberts further ob- 4,504 were granted to the railway 
jected that this action was ill-timed, as pany.
weM as the later action of the legislature 6. We find that if bill No. 87 had be- 
m passing bill 16. come law the Columbia & Western R.uil-

A matter for comment with regard to way Company would have had power 
the order-in-council of the 10th ot conferred on them to claim blocks 4 593 
August, 1901, approved on the 4th of and 4,594. 

the September, 1901, is this: the extraordin- 7. The committee had no difficulty 
estimates of cW departure from ordinary procedure I in finding thaf the rescinding order-»n- 

and the apparent carrying out of a trans-1 council of the 18th day of March 1902 
action involving the disposition of 625,- and bill No. 16 were steps taken’in the 
000 acres of most valuable land, at the public interest, as unquestionably the said 
mandate of some outside authority, with- lands, being blocks 4.593 and 4,591 were 
out care being had to see that all the not and never could have been considered 
statutory requirements, being conditions to have been within purview of the Co- 
precedent to the right of the railway lumbia & Western Railway Subsidy Act 
company to be granted lands under the 1896, and if is unreasonable to 
subsidy act, were complied with; and it that the railway company, advised at all 
h to be observed that no survey had been times by eminent counsel, was not aware 
had, and as a matter of fact even the that such lands were without the pur- 
descriptions of the laud were supplied view of the statute. Thaf being the fact 
li-om sources the committee were unable no matter what other cause moved the 
to locate; and there was evidence,— government in the matter, the rescinding 
vhebher it can be said*'to be satisfactory order-in-couneil was right and proper, as 
or not, which we tire not prepared to was also the legislation that followed— 
say,—that the Order-in-council was actu- all being in the public interest—and view- 
ally drafted at the instance of the rail- ing the matter in this way, we cannot 
way company, and apparently all was see what ground of complaint is open to 
done as if no responsibility rested upon the railway company, 
the lands and works department, or that All of which is respectfully submitted 
of the Attorney-General . , (Signed) C. W. D. CLIFFORD.

In passing, it may be said that the Chairman
gency,—which later the Chief Dated May 27th. 1903.

Commissioner of Lands and Works 
p.ained about,—was present and promot­
ing the action of the government at the 
time.

if t'he House

ascom-

assume

same a
com-

A Charlotte special says that an east- 
bound passenger train on the Chesa-

The committee are strengthened in !i2ar Wwilen' -*’'miiII,j" Va^ Bng£^ 
thelr view that the railway company Thomas Hill Snider was killed.
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.Smith, Clifford, Houston, 1 
Rogers, Hunter, Dickie, Ai

Stables, E. C. i29, 1903. Nays
thornthwaite, Gifford, (iaj 
Curtis, Tatlow, Green, Met 
M-ePhillips, Taylor, Kidi 
Wells, Dunsmuir.

Mr. Prentice did not tliij 
ernment should be allowed 
estimates 'under these vireu 

Premier Prior said he wo 
nt of confidence in 
Î shall feel it my

ed to thekPremier having taken "the test the real sentiment of the House to- 
coursp he did. No report had been re- ward him. - 
ceived from the committee. The Premier The outcome of yesterday's proceed- 
thought that he had a right to do as he irgs will necessarily be of the most mo- 
like in these matters upon the excuse I mentons nature. Both Col. Prior and 
that he was taking the bull by the horns. Mr. Martin sought to secure themselves 
He wanted no eneoniums from the Pre- in the party saddles. If the Governor 
rnier. He hurled them hack in his face, dissolves the House, their efforts will be 

This action by the Premier was but facilitated; but if he refuses and sends 
an exruse. He was satisfied with his for the leader ot the opposition, a serl- 
eourse. He knew what he had done in ous blow will be administered to the 
this House. hopes of both. Mr. McBride did not

Mr. Prentice said it seemed a day of miss the opportunity to ridicule the claim 
plain speaking. The Attorney-General of the titular leader of the Liberal party 
deserved no consideration in the matter. 'n British Columbia that the people were 
He had brought this upon himself. Fol- overwhelmingly in his favor, and to coun- 
iow this matter up. Ged. McL. Brown ter with an apt reference to the unbroken 
since 1900 had been assisted by the At* lÿtÀt bye-election victories of the oppo- 
torney-General in this matter. He had '-ition. None of the leaders in the 
been aided by that nefarious partner of House gave His Honor any excuse for 
his—the blackguard—cries of “order." overlooking him, even Mr. Mclnnes 

Proceeding to tell of the telegrams" kaP'ng ’’î*0 areDa with a ringing ap­
peasing between Mr. Bberts and Mr. 1>e21 to the House and the country. 
Taylor the Speaker objected that noth- Premier Prior during the afternoon 
ing that was given in evidence before the a statement of the Chimney Creek
committee should be given. contract.

He alluded to the Premier’s eoursfc as 
having been consistent. He had had for 
codleagues men who were untrue and un­
faithful and were cowards and liars.

The Speaker called for an immediate 
retraction.

The Minister of Finance accordingly 
did so, and apologized for his expression^

Mr. Clifford said that the committee 
had come to a unanimous finding on the 
Columbia & Western subsidy matter. It 
would be presented later in the after­
noon when typewritten.

Chimney Creek bridge. He 
that, a committee of the House 
be appointed to inquire iuto it. 
a grave matter.

suggested
might

Premier Prior said that he had not si, „ 
l-hc article. He had not had the matter 
called to his attention until lie got a 
message from Vancouver that morning. 
The E. G. Prior Company was a limited 
liability .company, formed at the time he 
was a member of the Dominion govern­
ment, so that tlie firm would not be de­
barred from taking any contracts which 
might be given.

as a wa 
menV e 
the Governor to come d«iwi 

and dissolve theto-morrow
Mr. McBride: “I movi 

House, when it adjourns stai 
until 3 o’clock to-morrow.”

Mr. Martin was oppos 
motion of the member 
That was really announcin 
in the member fur Dvwdney 

Mi*. Prentice agreed wit 
Bride that if the g -vemme 
control tlie House i: had no 
ply. The member for Vane 
>vë lie was wrong. The Pre 
of hrs statement had been c 

The motion was defeated. 
Mi*. Mftrtin moved that ih 

journ n'ntll 2.30. He did n 
honor for this motion. He 
teoid to control the. Ho us 
however, in control •>£ the c 
was th.o Liberal party of wl 
leader.

Mr, Garden thought that 
motion would be .recording

His firm tendered for the Chimney 
Creek bridge. It was the lowest tender, 
and was accepted. The contract 
for $3,000.

f

was

C. A. Semlin pointed out tihat the force 
in the report was that the tender was 
said to have been made after the other 
tenders were ascertained by the Premier

Premier Prior said he did not make 
the tender and had nothing whatever to 
do with the matter.

Mr. Prentice asked: “Don’t you think 
we're getting too petty?”

Upon the motion of the Premier to- 
adjourn,

Mr. Martin wanted 
they stood.

R. McBride referred to the fact that
they had an official statement from the 
Premier that no matter what the situa­
tion was that he would be granted an 
appeal to the country if defeated in the 
House. He understood the Premier to 
say that no matter what voice was ex­
pressed in this House that he would have 
an appeal to the country. He wanted 
no mistake about this. It was a most 
peculiar position. He didn’t think that 
it was in line with the constitutional 
usage.

The situation was that a government 
which only a few days ago had only a 
majority of about three members 
now composed of only two members, 
three defections having taken place.

As leader of the opposition, he was not 
prepared to offer the First iiinister 
assistance out of the dilemma in which 
the government found itself. While it 
was needful to grant necessary supply, 
3*et he could not fall in with the idea of 
supporting the present administration in 
passing that.

He thought they should proceed con­
stitutionally. He saw no reason for de­
parting from the well laid down 
in these matters^ He would have liked 
the Provincial Secretary to have enlarged 
upon the position he took at this time.

At the present juncture, as leader of 
tlhe opposition, he was not prepared to 
say nay or yea to the statements of the 
First Minister.

A. B. McPhiltips said that he wished 
to speak as his name had been dragged 
into this matter. When the question 
was before the select committee of the 
House his name had been mentioned, but 
he was on each occasion exonerated from 
all complication with tlhe matter.

He did not know but what the First 
Minister had the right to act as he did 
before the report of the committee was 
brought in. But it might, perhaps, have 
been better had he waited until the re­
port was presented. The Prime Minister 
appeared to-day with only two members 
on the treasury benches. That was not 
according to the general rule.

The statement of the Premier that he 
had been given the promise of a dissolu­
tion under any circumstances 
which should not go unchallenged. It 
was a course not according to the au­
thorities.

to know where 
This was a peculiar posi­

tion. Three members of the government 
had resigned. The Premier had taken 
the proper course. He had laid the mat­
ter before the Lieut.-Governor, and ac­
cording to liis statement got the promise- 
of a dissolution.

V

Mr. Martin.
Mr. McPhillips was glad d 

tunity to show just what j 
party, was that Mr. Martin j 

Mr. McBride said lie did 
to say as Mr. Martin did tlial 
control of the House or of tj 
But fie;could say that the □ 
which hail been held since | 

resulted,

Premier Prior interjected: “I 
assurance and the right to use it.

Continuing Mr. Martin said under the- 
circumstances it became 
pass a supply bill.

If this motion to adjourn passed the 
House it was practically acknowledging 
that the control of the House was in the 
hands of the Premier. He would person- 

any flHy fall in with the suggestion of the 
Premier in providing for supply being 
granted. He thought they should either 
accept or refuse to-day the offer of the 
Premier.

The member for Dewdney by his state­
ment to-day that there was necessity for 
an election showed to the LieuL-Gov- 
ernor that he favored a dissolution.

Tlie Premier had acknowledged that 
he was not in control of a majority of 
tlie House, yet he was to be given con­
trol of the House. He favored an ap­
peal to the country upon party lines. He 
agreed with the Premier’s proposition to 
pass the necessary estimates.

Mr. McBride thought that there had 
been a misunderstanding of his position. 
The last speaker wa-s a member of the 
opposition.

Mr. Martin said that he was not a 
supporter of the government, but he did 
not acknowledge the leadership of the 
member for Dewdney.

The member for Vancouver, continued 
Mr. McBride, showed that he most 
suiredly looked to him as leader. In Mr. 
Martin’s remarks he said that in the ab­
sence of advice from the speaker he had 
taken liis present course. This showed 
unmistakably that that gentleman look-i 
ed to him as leader of the opposition.

Under the present position of affairs he 
could not help but marvel at the position 
of the. member for Vancouver. Mr. Mar­
tin prided himself upon his khô'^vledge of 
constitutional procedure yét th^ÿ'Kàd 
statement from him to-day.

“I see nothing unconstitutional in the 
Lieut.-Governor taking the position he 
lias.” said Mr. Martin.

Mr. McBride said that having 
ceeded in extracting this from Mr. Mar­
tin he wanted to know what Mr. Martin 
would do on the motion to adjourn.

Mr. Martin said he would vote for it, 
as he was in favor of giving, tlie Premier 
support until the estimates passed.

Mr. McBride was not prepared under 
the circumstances to say what should be 
done.

Mr. McPhillips thought that it was 
very easy to see the specious tactics of 
Mr. Martin, who was always ready to 
serve any one but the parts* which he 
led, small as it might be. Who had sin­
cerely followed up and exposed the condi­
tions which existed? Not the member 
for Vancouver. He took no active part 
in that. But as usual he was ready to 
keep the government in power. No one 
could tell where he stood. The only way 
was to count him out aud let him take 
his own course.

He had no doubt that tlie Lieut.-Gov­
ernor had said to Col. Prior that lie 
would grant him a dissolution upon his- 
giving him an assurance that he could 
control a majority and grant supply. No» 
one knew that principle better than Sir 
Henri Joly de Lotbiniere, for hë had met 
with it in his own political career.

Quoting from Todd he pointed but that 
in the case of a political crisis or in the 
case of a government being defeated in 
the House, it was still possible to pro­
long the life of the House until supply* 
was voted.

Mr. Curtis asked the Premier if he 
had an express promise from the Lieut.- 
Governor that in any event he would 
grant the Premier a dissolution? If the- 
committee had reported against the mem­
bers of the government and found them 
guilty of fraud upon the country would 
the Lieut.-Governor still have granted? 
him dissolution. He wanted an Explicit 
answer from the Premier.

“I have stated as much as I intend to-

got the-
Mr. Wells said that he took the posi­

tion be was called upon to take in a 
philosophical manner. It came to him, 
however, as a surprise which seemed to 
be shared by the general public. It 
seemed to him that in due deference to 
the committee appointed by the House, 
the Premier should have waited for that 
report. It was not showing courtesy to 
either the committee or the House which 
appointed it in the course he had taken.

He was sorry that the Premier had 
not revealed the real reason which /he 
assigned for asking for his resignation. 
He read the letter received' from the 
Premier, in which the Premier stated 
that he had formed the opinion that he 
as Ghief Commissioner had not done 
everything in the interests of the coun­
try, and reciting that there were other 
reasons in his conduct of thè department 
The letter also stated, that Premier 
Prior intended to call for his resignation 
at the close of the session.

Mr.- Wells said that the Premier had 
no right to come to title conclusions he 
had in connection with the Columbia & 
Western subsidy matter. He defied thej 
Premier to point out wherein he had 
been negligent of his duties.

Three years he had been in the gov­
ernment. Mr. Dunsmuir, he believed, 
had no fault to find with his administra­
tion of the department. Mr. Dunsmair 
i:i recognition of that recommended him 
to Col. Prior.

Col. Prior in accepting the position he 
did as Premier assumed full responsi­
bility for the acts ôf the past government 
in this very matter. Tlie grants were 
prepared and he assumed the responsi- 

- bility for these just the same as Mr. 
Eberts and himself. > r t ,

Smith Curtis: “Hear, hear.”
Continuing, Mr. Wells said that the 

government endorsed his action in can­
celling the grants. Again in' the intro­
duction of bill 16 hq was again endorsed 
'by Premier Prior.

Why the great haste in this, demand 
for the resignation? Why did he not 
wait for a few days until the report,was 
forthcoming. The reason was plain. The 
Premier saw that that report was to drag 
the Premier down as a member of the 
government.

He endeavored to divert attention from 
himself by calling for the resignation of 
Mr. Eberts and himself.

Mr. Wells concluded by stating that 
he had decided to accept the situation 
philosophically and handed in his resigna­
tion without regret.

McBride followed amid applause. 
He criticized! Premier Prior’s statement 
that he had a promise of dissolution, irre­
spective of the action of the House. If 
this is t*o be believed the first minister 
must have a compact that no matter what 
happened he would get dissolution. Al­
though this Was extraordinary 
of constitutional usage, it was important 
to have that statement. He could 
ly credit such a statement.

Mr. McBride refused to accord Pre-

necessary to-
howlI government

I satisfactorily with respect t 
I he led, every seat almost 
1 won by the opposition party.
* mate opposition in the lions) 
t and united, and they had th 
i British- Columbia hack of the 
I shown that there was a rovi 
I in the House which could not 

upon at any time, 
j Mr. Hawthornthwaite mov< 

I adjourn until lialf-past three., 
leader of the Socialist 

promised he would not hold 
voted fbr it responsible.

was
1

as

course
Mr. Mclnnes said that the

the IJouse wanted supply g 
face'oft,,Wat what justifieati 
Premier rbr the statement t 
was not to granted. Th 
placed himself in a most pej 
tion when he went to the Go 
told him that supply was 
granted. A compromise migh 
arrived at by which supply 
voted.

Mr. Martin said that the 1 
ing passed a vote of want of 

ible for the 
He conteridei 

■ opposition had refused the o 
Premier to agree to grant suj

Mr. Mclnnes thought an ai 
could be entered into by wh 
could be granted.

Mr. Martin held that the ti 
rangement had passed. Hi 
they could temporarily withdn 
tion and allow the Premier t 
in control of the House.

Premier Prior said that In 
fijstJ^.f&e, J?°use to pass suj 
rangement. It was too late 
The opposition refused it. 1 
have to go to the Governor ac

wa^imposs 
grant supply.
it

as-

was one
no

The construction to be put 
upon the remarks of the Premier wa» 
that the Lieut.-Governor became the 
passive instrument in the hands of the 
Premier.

Quoting from Todd, Mr. McPhillips 
showed that there was no excuse for 
granting Premier Prior upon his defeat 
in the House an appeal to the country. 
If such a promise were given it should 
not go unchallenged by the House. It 
was a serious matter that the Lieut.- 
Governor should be so unmindful of his 
duty as to give a pledge such as the Pre­
mier said had been given.

The Premier presented the report of 
the Minister of Mines for the past year.

The following bills were introduced and 
read a first time:

“An Act to amend Chapter 111 of the 
Revised Statutes of British Columbia, 
being ‘Tljfe Land Registry Act,’ ” by J. 
Martin; “An Act to amend the ‘Coast- 
Kootenay Railway Aid Act, 1902,’ ” by 
Hon. Mr. Eberts; “An Act respecting 
Transportation,” by Smith Curtis; “An 
Act to amend the ‘Provincial Elections 
Act,’ ” by R. Hall; “An Act for the Pre­
servation of the Lord’s Day as a Day 

piier Prior any support. He said he fav- °f ^unT®» “Au *^cfc to
ored an appeal to the country on party j ?“1C^;,,,^?,vBpreai1 °f, Act- 1895:’ ’’
Hnes. j b.v Premier Prior; “An Act respecting

Sanitary Drainage Companies,” by Hon. 
Mr. Eberts.

so.
Mr. McPhillips said that I 

Premier did was to hold the 1 
He came to them and said: *1 
have to grant supply or I wi] 
dissolution.” It was a monst 
tion to hold such a threat 
House. The Premier when h] 
the Governor would assuredly 
if he^jckjjjjj^'vote supply. If li 
could not he felt satisfied that 

“Well, I 
but I ml

suc-

ernor would say : 
sorry. Col. Prior, 
another First Minister.*’

Premier Prior said he agreed 
Provincial Secretary that tti 
would grant supply.

Smith Curtis thought that th 
had acted too quickly. He pn 
move a resolution that an addrd 
sen ted fto. the Governor advisinj 
to prorogue the House until s« 
been voted. That resolution d 
a majority of the House wd 
that the House was prepared 
this.

in view

scarce-

Premier Prior said he was I 
to carry out any arrangement! 
supply provided it could be cfl 
dignity.

Mr. Martin said the resolutwl 
Curtis was the veriest nonsense! 
the most Nonsensical resolution! 
in the House. »

Mr. McBride thought it was! 
ous to talk of the withdrawal 1 
of want of confidence. He <1 
think that Mr. Martin was s| 
this proposal. Since his resignal 
the government of Mr. Dunsmu! 
the opportunity to meet the peon 
province in a number of bye-elect! 
it had been favorable to the pari 
he represented. He felt, therefl 
the people were at liis back. Hel 
that an election could be carriJ 
lees than three • months. The I 
were anxious for it. They kna 
the result of the continuation! 
Premier in power would be. 1 
mean that he would have to sil 
dictation of a certain memben 
House, who sought to work out! 
salvation by this means in the! 
He had watched too often an e« 
of that sort. The spectacle of I 
who a little while ago voted tn 
had. no confidence in tlie governed 
then in the next breath voted tl 
had- not confidence in theinselvel 
pitiable one. It would not red! 
the honor of those members.

On motion of the Premier thj 
adjourned until 2 o’clock this al 
Ly a vote of 16 to 15.

(From Thursday's Daily.)
By his performance within the last 

-twenty-four Hours, Col. Prior has 
doubted'ly established a record as the 
fastest quick change artist that has ever 
stepped upon the troubled political stage 
in this province. During that time he 
lias read two of his principal advisers 
out of his cabinet, has received the resig­
nation of a third, and has himself suf­
fered defeat at the hands of the legisla­
ture. When the Premier rose in hie 
place immediately, after the convening 
of the House he recognized that he 
facing a desperate situation, but he mdt 
it with a cheerful courage, which has 
been such a valuable asset to him 
throughout his political 
late in the evening when he 
peled to rise and admit that he no longer 
controlled the House, and would be ob­
liged to seek a dissolution, it was with a 
smile on his face and the joy of battle in 
his eve®.

That the government’s days 
be red, was apparent as soon as it became 
known that the Provincial Secretary had 
resigned. Thenceforward members busied 
themselves, not with the manner of the 
govern mon t’s going, but with the ques­
tion of succession, and there was an im­
mediate move on the part of all the prin­
cipal figures to put themselves in the 
line of the Governor’s vision. In this 
effort Mr. Martin, as usual, demonstrat­
ed his skill, and he jockeyed for position 
with much the same wariness as the 
rider of a small and inferior horse plays 
for his opening when getting away from 
the stand. It is not improbable that had 
Mr. Martin not challenged them to do 
so, the opposition would have refrained 
from dividing the House on the motion 
to adjourn. But Mr. Martin evidently 
thought that they feared the issue and 
his taunt was quickly taken up, with the 
result that the administration 
whelmed.
somewhat by securing the defeat of Mr 
McBride’s motion to adjourn, but later 
he withdrew quickly from advancing 
motion of his own to the same end when 
the opposition chiefs challenged him to

Mr. Tatlow moved that an order of tlie 
House be granted for a return of all 
petitions and correspondence relating to 
amendments to the Boiler Inspection 
Act.

im-

In doing so the mover said that he did 
it at the instigation of engineers in Van­
couver. The government had not acted 
as fair!)*, he understood, with engineers 
as they did in other countries.

H. B. Gilmour also alluded to hard­
ships under the act.

J. H. Hawthornthwaite pointed out 
that the act in question had made verit­
able slaves of engineers.

The resolution carried.
C. W. D. Clifford in presenting the 

report and findings of the special com­
mittee asked for a suspension of the 
rules so that the printed evidence might 
be presented later.

Leave was granted and the report 
read. The report was adopted.

jH. D. Helmcken asked leave to intro­
duce

was

career. Even 
was corn- state. It was token down by the 

papers,” said Premier Prior.
Mr. Curtis objected to any such re­

fusal upon a crucial question. He re­
ferred to the Premier’s denial of the 
statement that he had never said that 
the'Lieut.-Governor had promised a dis­
solution at a previous time. He wanted 
this very definite. He would not be 
satisfied until there was brought down 
to the House a memorandum from the 
Lieut.-Governor in this matter. This 
was not an unusual thing for a Premier 
to ask from the Lieut.-Governor. He 
wanted to know what was the position 
of affairs which the Premier placed be­
fore the Lieut.-Governor. The member 
for Vancouver attempted to show that it 
was necessary to grant supply before 
passing a vote of want of confidence. 
That is no means necessary. A vote 
of want of confidence in the government 
did not preclude the granting of supply. 
The Governor had it within his power 
to refuse dissolution until suppty was 
granted.

He would vote against the motion to 
adjourn in order to show the government 
that it had not the control of the House, 
and that it could not have it.

The vote being taken the motion to fl«l- 
journ was defeated by 17 to 15. Tin 
division was as follows:

Yeas.—Gilmour, Hayward, Martin, 
Helmcken, Prentice, Prior, A. W.

was

are num- a bill for the purpose of allowing 
the corporation of the city of Victoria 
the right to submit a by-law respecting 
the C. P. R. hotel. u

Mr. McPhillips supported the bill.
Mr. Helmcken asked for a suspension 

of the rules in order to proceed with the 
lull. It was really a public bill in the 
hands of a private member, he said.

Mr. Martin objected to this. This 
a private bill, pure and simple.

Premier Prior accepted the bill 
government measure, and it passed its 
first and second reading. Upon a motion 
to go into committee on the bill objection 
was raised by A. W. Smith.

Premier Prior said that the bill af­
fected no place but Victoria, and at the 
present time under the political condi­
tions it was expedient that this should 
be dealt with, at once.

A. W. Smith was opposed to the prin­
ciple of the bill, and was not in favor of 
proceeding with it at once.

Mr. McBride called attention to an 
article in the Victoria Time® reflecting 
upon the Premier. He considered that 
it was only fair to the Premier. He out­
lined the article in connection with the

was

as a Upon the House resuming th) 
"noon Premier Prior /moved that t 
ceed to committee of supply.

Mr. McBride though that an 
lion in detail was necessary in 
such a motion from the Prenne 
Premier should tell why he thou 

i the House had confidence enougl 
M to vote such.
I Smifh Curtis wanted to know 
■ extent the Premier was going toywas oTer- 

Later he recovered himself
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