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tion that the late government had not
done it.

Hon. Mr. Semlin repeated the state-
ment that the government gopre§e1\ted by
the gentlemen opposite did it. The super-

i intendent of education was not the only

After Sitting For Twenty Hours the Provincial
Legislature Adopts the Election Petitions
Bill Without Amendmeat.

Disgraceful Scemes in the House During the
Night —Flagrant Disregard of the Rules
and Amenities of Debate.

public servant who was guillqtined by the
government represented by ‘the present

{ opposition; the superintendent of provin-

cial police, Mr. Todd, was another; he

i was dismissed and a friend and-supperter

of the governmént was put in, ,

I don’t say this to excus&™aything we
have done. We have found it necessary
when we found somle officials were not

| satisfactory to dismiss them in the in-
| terests ‘'of the general public. but there

is no truth in the statement that some
Lave been dismissed to miake roem for

| government supporters.

The Goverament Forces Retain Their Position '
and Utterly Rout the Opposition in
the Divisioas.

: lefence of that gentleman.

Monday, Jan. 9, 1899.

The house assembled at 2 0'c10c1§, and
Mr. Speaker Forster took the chair.
Prayers by Ven. Archdeacon Scriven.

PETITIONS.

Mr. Kellie: For the gonsideratxon
of certain railways in East Kootenay.
Mr., Henderson: ©On behalf of 1M::.lcl-
kenzie, Mann & Hoar, provincal di-
rectors of the North Star & Arrow vhahe,‘
asking an extension of time for the pay-
ment of security under the chaiter of the
company. s )

M. (Green: On behdlf of A. St. G.
Hamersley and others, “tor -the mcqrp'or—
ation of the South Kootenay railway
company. )

Mr. Macpherson: From the Vancou-
ver, - Northern, & Yukon Railway Com-
any, seeking a bill of mcoiporation.

R Tf}e petiti(;n of H. P. Gray and others
for incorporation of a railway was revud
and on the motion of Mr. Helmcken was
received. ; i

ADJOURNED DEBATE ON SPEECH.

Hon. C. A. Semlin, the premier, was
received with a burst of applause when
he rose to continue the debate on the ad-
dress in reply to the speech from the
throne, and aithough he occupied but a
short time was repeatedly interrupted .
by hearty cheers.

Complimenting the mover and seconder
of the address upon the eloguence they
had displayed, eioquence which was a
scurce of congratulation to all the mem-
bers of the house as being someghmg rare,
the premier turned his attention to ghe
member for Southeast ISootenay (Col.
Baker), who, he said, was the only mem-
ber of the opposition who had criticized
the speech from the throne, and 4alt’hough
it was far from his (the premier’s) de-
sire to treat the remarks of the then act-
ing leader of the opposition with levity,
but it did seem as though that gentle-
man had an agreement with his followers
to the effect that the speech from the
tbrone was a very good one but that it
was necessary for him to say something,
and while he was speaking it seemed as
if he was casting a sidelong glance along
the opposition benches as though teiling
them: “Of course you Know all about
it: this is only with the intention of at-
tempting to make the members of the
government think I am’ very much in
earnest.”

It was somewhat amusing, said the
premier, to find that the leading opposi-
tion organ had not been able to take the
acting leader of the opposition seriously,
but had explained that he was merely
joking.

The member for Southeast Kootenay
had made the assertion that the
govetrnment - oceupipd. . sheir. s position
by tyranny ané-despotighny A - feW
months ago ‘that +hon. ' gentleman!
had made the statement that in
his opinion the best government in ‘the
world is a despotisin, so that the hon.
gentleman could logically be held to Rave
argued that this is the best government
in the world.

But, continued the speaker, we are not
usurpers. The law as it  exists must be
carried out until it is amended, and the
law was carried out. - How is the hon.
gentleman going to convin¢e the people of
this country of the truth of his assertion?
The definition of an usurper is “one who
takes power from another who 1is
entitled to enjoy it.” It will -bother the
hon, gentleman to convince the members
of this house and the people of British
Columbia that this is the position occu-
pied by the government at the present
time. We claim that we represent the
majority of the electors of thi:s province.
The first returns of the clection proved
that, and outside of the Cassiar district
the mujority given the government was,
roughly speaking, 3,000 Taking an
average of the number of voters repre-
sented by each member of the house at
about 475, it was clear that the govern-
ment were entitled to six more seats than
were the opposition. The: first result of
the election demonstrated the authority
of the members on ' this = side of
the 'house to represent . phe . majority
of the country. Therefore we were not
taking: anything that we were not . en-
titled to, but his honor the lieutenant-
governor was a little clearer sighted than
were the members of the opposition as
to who represented the“majority of the
electors of the country. - P

The hon. gentleman made the remarks
he did without having come to any. pro-
per conclusion about the meéaning of the
remarks He had made. "Weé' were duly
called upon to take up the‘burden of gov-
ernment, and the hon. 'gentleman is
wrong in the conclusions he arrived at.
We do not hold that a despetism- is the
best farm of government.  We only wish
to hold power by the voice of the ma-
jority of the electors of this' province,
and if we were to appeal to-day to.the
country, the majority would substantiate
the expression they gave last’ summer
and this will be found to be so by the op-
position ‘if it be necessary to appeal at
any time in the immediate future.

The hon. gentleman also -said that we
were turning out officials to put others
in; another statement which cannot be
made good. Whenever a new govern-
ment takes office there are a. certain
number of changes which must take
place, and if it were true that this had
been done, the government would but
have been following the example set by
the government represented by the gen-
tleman who made the statement. I would
remind the members of the opposition ot
the actiom of the previous government
in dischapging the then superintendent
of educatfen, Colin C. McKenzie, of Na-
naimo, t¢- enable them.to appoint one
of. their own friends. i

Hon, Mr. Turner denied the statement, '
which called forth from the premier the
reproof ‘that the trip across the Atlantic
had not done the leader of the opposition
any good. It was quite true that such
discharge was made for the purpose men-
tioned.

Mr. ‘Turner: “Fifteen years ago.”

Mr. Semlin: The hon. gentleman has
hit the nail on the head. The Jate gov-
ernment have had no opportunity for |
fifteen years to show what they woulgd
have done had they had that opportunity.
The government did it when the change
was made, and the government was that
represented by the presemt opposition. 1t
we were doing what they accuse us of
having done we would only be following ;
out what they did.

| Proprietors, Lowell, Mass.
Col. Baker interrupted with the asser-‘

The hon. gentleman had made an.al-
lusion to the hon. member for New

i Wostminster, to which I wounld like to

' make a reference, although I do not
I think it is necessary for me to make any
I am not
' aware that the opposition have any claim
| upon the allegiance of the member for
i New  Westminster. I followed h's
speeches during the campaign and no-
ticed that he was consistently indepen-
dent, and the allusions in the speech
from: the throne to the Royal City were
i quite unknown to the hon. member for
New Westminster until he heard them
read in the house. The hon. member
i for New Westminster never made use
of any expression signifying that he in-
tended to support the present opposition,
so that the allusion made by the ex-pro-
vincial secretary was most unfortunate.

In regard to the attack made upon the
.government with reference to thevsystem
of dealing with the landsof the provinee,
where we have found townsites of value
to speculators who wished to exploit
them for their own benefit we have
withheld them from sale, but where the
land has been absolutely necessary for
use .as_townsites, .the .sale jof .them, has
been allowed.

The ex-provincial secretary had en-
dorsed that policy of the government by
saying that the late government, when

' they found the sale against the public

interest, they would not allow it. That
was exactly what the government are
now doing.

As to the intention to remit the tax on
miners working for wages, the hon. act-
ing leader of the opposition had said the
late government had intended to do that.
The hon. ex-president of the council stat-
ed during last session that the tax would
be removed during that session, but the
tax was not removed. The subject wis

taken up during the elections, and'the’

result proved that the country wug"th-
terested in the  efforts of the min-
ers to have the tax removed. We are
only carrying out the premises ' which
the late government were too dilatory to
make good. They . ~promised 'and did
not perform; we promised and are at-
tempting to perform.

The hon. member for Southeast Koot-
tenay had also said that the announce-
ments in the speech regarding land rolicy,
protection of coal miners and of the re-
mission of taxation upon miners work-
ing for wages were only ‘“election cries.”
If he were to be taken seriously he
means that we are taking a course which
will strengthen us in the favor of the
people of this province. It that be so
it i’ clear that we are carrying out the
wishes of the people. If they desire
these changes we are doing.that gvhich
is the logical result of our pogition as a
government. v

The hon. premier concluded by saying
he had attempted to reply to a few of
the remarks made by the hon. member
for Southeast Kootenay. If nothing
more were heard in oppositien to. the
adoption of the address than had been
said by him, the government conld .well
afford to.allow “the. matter to:-go to a
vote of the house. . - 3
tixH‘m(i the at'_turneg‘ggergl thén moved

e sadipurnment .. e debpié for one
week... 5, ..  houbins &

Then commenced the obstruction, dur-
ing yhich every member on the opposi-
tion. side, with the exception of Messrs.
Dunsmuir and Robertson, spoke, not
.only against the motion but in favor of
.the amendment moved by the leader of
the opposition that the debate be ad-
journed only uptil the next sitting of the
house. The dieisiou was not taken until
nearly six o’clock, thé“members.of the
opposition doing all the talking, not a
single speech coming from the govern-
ment side.

A. E. McPhillips (Victoria. City) open-
ed the ball, opposing the. motion to. ad-
journ the debate on the .ground of the
importance of having some ‘outline.of the
legislation to be introduced by the-gov-
ernment laid before the house and some
amplification by the, government of that
legislation. The hon. gentleman proceed-
ed to declare with great emphasis that
he could not allow himself, as represent-
ing an important.-constituency, to fail in
his duty of asking for some more infor-
mation as to why the debate was to be
adjourned. ~When the attorney-general
merely rose.in his seat 'and moved the
adjournment_-without. any attempt to
state the government’s reasons therefor,
the speaker felt compelled to oppose it.
When the news of the lamented death of
Mr. Neijlson was received the govern-

ment jnsisted upon the urgefiey of pub-,

lic business as an excuse for not adjourn-
ing, contrary to the usage of every parlia-
sment and legislative assembly in the
world. The government had neglected
the ordinary courtesies due to any mem-
ber, and now the members of the opposi-
tion had been converted-to the conclu-
sion that the business of the country was
of paramount importance, and were de-
termined to urge that the debate upon
the speech from the throne should be
continued. Entering a protest”against
the action of the attorney-general, the
speaker said that if there had been any
public ' business on the order paper which
rendered it pecessary that the debate
should be adjourned, he would be the
last to refuse to accede to the proposi-
tion, even though it did come from the
ministry to which he was opposed.

Captain Irving (Cassiar) followed, with
an attempt to talk against time, which
was a dismal failure, consisting of a
reiteration of the statement that he saw
no reason for the proposed adjournment.

Mr. Helgesen (Cariboo) moved that the
question be now put, but Mr. Helmcken
questioned the possibility of such a mo-
tion being in order, and the speaker ruled
it out.

Mr. J. P. Booth objected to the motion
to adjourn. If the business was not so
urgent now as it was last week he would
like to know it,

Mr. John Bryden (North .Nanaimo)
also protested, but said nothing new, the
intention to obstruct the business of the
house and so delay the passing of the
bill being now plainly apparent.

Ex-Attorney-General Eberts was the
next in the procession. He had not
been in the house when the motion for
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adjournment was made, and was sur-
prised upon re-entering the house to find
the government was afraid to debate the
spev-n trom the throne. That they were

“yaid was proven because no member on
the government side would speak on ‘be-
half of the motion. The ‘*‘great policy
of the government was centred in’the
bill to make Mr. J. D. Prentice a-mem-
ber of this house. There was no reason
why the debate should be adjourned.
because it would be expected that when
a government, which is composed of men
who have been in the cool shades of op-
position for six years, the first thing they
would do wculd be to enunerate ‘their
policy; but instead they adopted a policy
without, a precedent in the House of
Commons of England or of the Do-
minion. The adjournment of the debate
was not in order; it had not been the
practice of this house to go on in this
manner. The speaker hoped that what-
ever ministry was in power they jnll
not be afraid to come out and enunciate
their policy.

Hon the
hear.

Mr. Eberts: “I hear ‘Hear, hear,” from
the finance minister. All he has .done
hitherto has been to write a few. letters
We shall hear very little from him on
the subject of the speech from the
throne. . A great many of the items in
that speech were taken from the opposi-
tion platform holus bolus. Hon. the
finance minister will not say much in
condemnation of the present oppusition,
but when certain facts are brought to
his knowledge will bow wracefully and
admit the.opposition entitled to credit.

Hon. Mr. Semlin—Then you will sup-
port them?

Mr. Eberts—If the government have
any poliey it is due to the people of
British Columbia that they should know
what that policy is. The debate on the
speech should go on for that purpose
until the matter was disposed of and
then what other business the govern-
ment had on ‘hand could come np. The
government, however, had no business
to bring up such a bill as had never
been-brought in the house before.

R.
to protest against the adjournment of
the debate. He regretted .the political
hypnotism of the attorney-general had
so affected the members of the govern-
ment side that they .were unable to give
expression to any opinion on the subject.
He congratulated the member. for €ari-
boo (Mr. Helgesen) vpon having given
evidence that he was not affected by
that  political hypnotism. The speaker
repeated his protest against the adjourn-
ment. g

C. E. Pooley (Esquimalt) called atten-
, tion to what he said had been the prac-
tice of the house for the last sixteenm
vears He condemned ‘putting on one
side the most important business of the
Queen’s speech for the purpose of put-
ting through a bill which it was custo-
mary to introduce only pro forma.

H. Dallas Helmcken (Victoria) had
, had the good fortune to be a member of
the house for four years and could
recollect very well how the present gov-
ernment supporters opposed motions to
tdjourn. The government claimed -to be
sincere in.an attempt to push on- with
business on Friday last and the speaker
was therefore astonished at the adjourn-

Finance - Minister—Hear,

speech, that motion being, quite at var-
iance with their policy when they were
in opposition. i

C. W. D. Clifford; said the.-only inter-
pretation that could be.put:upon the mo-
tion' of the attorney-general is that he is
determined: to: pushi the Election Peti-
tions*: bill:/threugh before Thursday in
order to thwart the course of justice.

th4t " the government feared. the action
of the courts would, leave them in a min-
ority and was’ called down by the at-
torney-general, who asked him how he
figured it out. Mr. Clifford said the
figures ‘'would possibly make the opposi-

)"tion have 19 wvotes; which'the attorney-

general easily showed was impadssible,
the meémber ‘of Cassiar being eompelled
to amend’ his statement by gracefully
withdrawing it.

Then Mr. Clifford wanted some infor-
mation” '-and the" attorney-general
proceeded 'to give it to him, saying the
object of thie bill was to give to the-elec-
tors of North Yale. and East Lillooet
representation in the house. Mr. Helm-
ckén objected to the attorney-general
making a speech, to which. Mr. Martin
retorted that he was not  ‘making a
speech, but if the members ‘of the op-
position desired information'he. proposed
to give it to them.

Mr. Clifford wanted his maiden speech
listened to with deference; that ‘he be-
lieved such had been the practice in
British Columbia, whatever it might
have been in Manitoba.

Mr.  Higgins (Esquimalt) rose to a
point of order, and ‘considerable amuse-
ment was caused by the member for
Cassiar refusing to take his 'seat, it be-
ing necessary fotr the ex-premier to go
down to Mr. Clifford’s seat and explain
to him the custom of the house.

Finally Mr. Higgins was allowed to
explain his point of order, which was
that hon. members must confine them-
selves' to the motion tp adjourn.

Mr. Clifford very humbly expressed his
desire to do better in future, and con-
tinued to sin in the same way.

Then ensued a very amusing: scene,
Mr. Higgins again rising to a point of
order and Mr. Clifford asking him if he
was going to sit down and let him talk.
The hon. member for Cassiar nesumed
his seat shortly afterwards, having said
only that he objected to the adjourn-
ment.

Another maiden speech was the brief
one of Mr. Price Ellison (South Yale),
who said that ‘he regretted his maiden
speech was devoted to opposing such a
metien. He would have preferred to
speak upon the address in reply to the
speéch from the throne. The reason of
the motion to adjourn was the desire of
the government to push through the
Electiong bill.. (Cries. of ‘“Order.”) . The
hon. member said he would try in future
to observe the rules.

A. W. Smith (West Lillooet) wanted
to know what the question was and the
speaker explained that it was the ad-
journment of the debate for one week,
whereupon Messrs. Baker and Helmcken
exclaimed simultaneously, “How long?”’
it being apparent that the members of
the opposition had been talking all this
time without knowing what they had
been talking to:

The attorney-general said that mem-
bers should know that no motion had
any effect until it was put by the chair
and that was how the motion had been
put. Some wrangling took place and
Col. Baker expressed amazement at the
“brazen conduct” of the government. In
two days there had been nothing but
the short debate on the speech and this
“Bill of Iniquity.”” The action of the
government was an act of despotism.
The opposition were willing to test the
endurance of the house, for although the
opposition were in a minority it was
their intention to place themselves on
record before the people of the_province
as defending the course of justice.

Mr. J. H. Turner condemned the gov-
ernment for having refused to adjourn
from Friday to Monday, contrary to-the
custom of many years. The explana-

lic business. The proper thing to do
then was to go on with the speech from
the throne, in deference to Her Majesty.
he government, which claims to be a
government of the people, were, taking
away .the rights of the peoples 'They
were irying to defer the discussion of the
speech from the throne to makie mem-
-‘bers:-of the legislature by machinery.
:vThen the ex-premier waxed indignant
and told the house that the government
’

MeBride (New Westminster) rose |

ment of the discussion of the Queen’s,

The’ hon. member proceeded .to state.

‘allowed, to sjt in the house and vote

tion given was a desire to expedite pub-*

" known in those districts and had been

was trying to do away with the British
constitution.  “Are we to have the finger
0% scorn pointed at us,” he asked, “as a
province wbich is trying to filch away
the rights of the people?”

Shortly afterwards the ex-premier re- |
ferred to the Election Petitjons bill
and was called to order by the attorney-
general, The ex-premier retorted that :
the government were afraid to have the
bill mentioned.

Hon. the attorney-general said the
speaker was palpably discussing the bill,
and knew better than to do so, the-ex-!
premier gracefully replying that he had
touched ,the hon. attorney-general “on
the raw.” .

The ex-premier then made the asser-
tion that the province had been “going
down in the world since June last,” con-
cluding by moving an amendment that
the debate be adjourned only until the:
next sitting of the house. |

All the members of the opposition had |
spoken except Messrs. Robertsom and
Dunsmuir, and then the wearisome pro-
cession began all over again, Mr. Me-
Phillips dwelling once more upon the en-!
ormity of the proposition to adjourn for
a week. The hon. member went on to
refer to Col. Baker’'s speech and was |
called to order. !

Mr. Kellie. (s0tto voce)—Oh. let him !
get rid of the surplus gas. (Laughter.) |

The speaker called Mr. McPhillips to |
order repeatedly, and finally informed |
him that he would be compelled to limit .
the latitnde he might allow in other de- '
bates. Mr, McPhillips humbly apologized ,
and proceeded with an allusion to his
sacred duty to maintain the constitu-
tion.

R. McBride: (Dewdney), C. E. Pooley
(Esquimalt), ‘J. P. Booth (North Vie-
toriaj, and H. D. Helmcken followed in
turn, each one of them using almost the
same langnage as on the motion and
then came Captain Irving, who said he
wanted to see public business advanced.

Hon. Attorney-General—Do you think
you.iare advancing it very much now?
That conduct is what is called obstruc-
tion.

Mr. Irving—I thing it is the attorney-
general who is obstructing.

When the captain resumed his seat he
was followed by his colleague from Cas-
siar, who said he was so elated with
his maiden effort that he felt he musti
speak again. Mr. Clifford made some |
fun to relieve the monotony of the de-
bate, complaining of the attorney-gen-
eral calling him down. He didn’t mind
the hon. member for Esquimalt doing
80, but when Mr. Martin tried to jump
down his throat he felt he couldn't
“swallow” it.

Then came Mr. Bryden, who said he
was ‘willing to stay here until Thurs-
day; Col. Baker, who said the attorney-
general was the obstructionist, which he
was called to task for by that gentleman
and was ruled out of order two or
three times by the speaker, and finaly
Mr. Hberts made the last speeeh and
the division was taken at 5:30.p.m. The
amendment was defeated by-:18 to 15,
and the original motion carried on an
identical vote, the -division list being "as
follows: )

For the original motion—Martin, Jos.,
Semlin, Cotton, Higgins, . Macpherson,
Smith, R., Martin. J. M., Deane, Hume,
McKechnie, Kellie,. Kidd, ' Kinchant,
Helgesen, Munro, Green, Neill, Hender-
son—19.

Against—Pooley, Booth,
Robertson;. Ellison, = Clifford,
Baker, Turner, Eberts, Smith, . y
{!_ryden. Helmcken, McPhillips, Irving—
9. :

THE FIRST BILL.
In Committee.

The house then went into committee
of the whole of the Elections Petitions
bill, No. 1, with. Mr. Higgins in the
chair.

The leader of the opposition raised the
first voint, viz., that no one having any
primary interest in any bill should be

Dunsmuir,
MecBride,
Ww.

upon it, Many members of the opposi-
tion had something to say on the point,
the chairman ruling that the hon. mem-
ber for North Yale (who was meant) was
not pecuniarily interested in the sense
referred to in the rule relied upon. The
opposition insisted upon the matter being
referred to the speaker, who re-entered
the house for the purpose and maintain-
ed the ruling of the chairman of com-
mittee holding that Mr. Deane was in-
terasted- only in a public sense.

It being now 6 o’clock the speaker
left the chair. A

EVENING SBESSION.

At 8:10 the chairman again took the
chair, and then the opposition proceed-
ed to prove themselves masters of the
art of obstruction. Taking up clause 1,
Mr. J. H. Turrer launched out ints some
extraordinary statements; first, that Mr.
Prentice knew he was not qualified; sec-
ond, that a gentleman from Australia
had told him on the train that the legis-
latire were trying to make members by
machinery; third, that not one in 100 of
the people of the province agreed with
the bill; fourth, that some of his old
opponents had called the bill a damnable
one; and fifth and finally, that the: gov-
ernment was eating out the vitals of
British Columbia.

Then came Mr, Eberts, who called the
bill a politieal trick; a private bill, with-
out precedent; and, finally, got out of
order by calling the bill a “rotten bill,”
which he was informed was an allusion
to the bill and not to the clause, and
which he amended by saying that the
cluse was a “rank, rotten clause.” He
conclnded by saying.he believed the hon.
finance minister had in his innermost
heart a bit of political honesty left and
would refuse to allow himself to assist
in passing it. 4

-Col. Baker began by talking about
white-washing members, and finally ask-
ed what was the meaning of clause 1.

Hon. ihe attorney-general would an-
swer anyone who wished for information,
but had ‘thought they didn’t want any in-
formetion; they didn’t appear to want
to-know anything. The members of the
opposition had said they intended to ob-
struct the oill until -‘I'hursday, in the
hope, aparently, that the courts might
conclude that the election in Kast Lil-
looet was void. They are entirely mis-
token as to what would cccur even if
they were able to obstruct the bill so
long. Even though it be decided that
Mr. Prentice was not able to sit in the
house, although the speaker believed he
was, he has a right of appeal to the full
court, and the decision to be given on
Thursday does not amount to anything
in determining the question whether he
was elected or not. What will result it
the bill be not passed will be that the
electors of East Lillooet will be disfran-
chised uritil the full court decides. the
member is entitled to sit.

THe attorney-general’s remarks made
the leader of the opposition uneasy, and
he said the hon. gentleman was making
a poor argument. ’

Mr. Martin— No argument at all; only
a statement of fact.

Col. Baker continued, and was followed
by Messrs. McPhillips, Bryden, McBride,
Pooley, A. W. Smith, Irving, afd Pooley,
all of them talking against time,

" Hon. Premier Semlin said that gentle-
men on the opposite side were talking
in circles. They said first the govern-
ment were trying to break the  constitu-
tion, and then suggested that the govern-
ment might as well bring in a member
for Northeast Kootenay. The gentleman
who said that knew better., Northeast
Kootenay has, unfortunately, been de-
prived of representation by a lamentable
death. = The opposition would make it
seem that the government are trying to
make it believed .that the members for
North” Yale and East LiHooet were un-

surrentitiously introduced: On the ccn-'
trary, they were both men of standing.

Every elector in Notth Yaie knew what |
he was doing; the sittine member was |
elceted and yet the opposition would say |
the governizent were trying to destroy !
the constitution. In_ East Lillooet the !
elcetion was open and above board, and-|
Mr, Prentice was elected by a‘large ma-

jority. It was now claimed he is dis- |
qualified; but Mr. Prentice had been a

voter in British Columbia for many

yvears, had been a member of the house,

and it was absurd to say that if he was
eligible yesterday he was not to-day. He

had observed the rules of the constitu-

tion, and the gentlemen on the opposition !
side talk nonsense when they say the gov- |
crnment is trying to hreak the constitu-

tion. Then they say. “Have a new elec-

tion.”” They don't think of the incon- .
venience they would put the people of !
that district to. In a stock raising coun- |
try the people could not neglect their |
business at this time, and the bill is in'|
the interest of the electors of East Lil-
looet and North Yale, and not in the in- |
terest of the members who were objected
to by the opposition.

Mr. Booth followed and then Mr, Hel-
mcken moved an amendment, which had |
the effect of making the clause read as |
tollows:

No election petition shall be tried dur-

ing the sitting of the legislative assem- |
bly of this province, and all election peti-
tions set down for trial during the sitting |
of said legislative assembly shall be ad- !
journed until a day at least two weeks
after the prorogation of the session of
said legislative assembly; but this act |
shall not apply to any election petition
at present standing for trial.
- Mr. Chairman Higgins ordered a recess
for fifteen minutes to allow of a consid-
eration of the admissibility of the amend-
ment, finally ruling it out of order.

Then for hours the tide of eloquence |
flowed on, Messrs., Baker, IKberts, Mec-
Phillips, McBride, Booth and Clifford
keeping it going until 2 a.m. During
all this time the only speakers on the
government side were Mr, Helgesen and
the hon, attorney-general, the last named !
giving the opposition some good digs,
pointing out the act was necessary be- !
cause of the defect in the law for which !
the late government were responsible.
That defect was that it was againsts

public policy for election petiticns. to. be': |

tried during the sitting of the house.

January 10, 1898.

Perhaps never in the history of any’
legislature has there been a more shame-
less exhibition .of brutal ‘and senseless |
obstruction, than has been.witnessed “if |
the  provineial assembly. of  British Co-='}
lumbia. since two olclock: yesterday af- |
ternoon. -. Not' even.in the 'days of the !
most belligerent Parnellism-has its equal |
been-seen, -for, as: was well said by Hon. |
Joseph -Martin during the night, the!
Home  Rulers -in .the imperial house of
commons had an object to attain which |
justified in great measure the tactics
they adopted.

But this obstruction! Senseless, be-
cause foredoomed to failure, impotent,
as its end proved, the bill passing its
second reading without amendment, and
unwarranted, because it was devoted to
one end, the disfranchisement of two |
constituencies of the province.

The full report of the proceedings of .
theé house from two o’clock yesterday |
afternpoon until two o’clock this morning |
precedes this, and here follows a brief !
synopsis of what took place in the house
after the last named hom until an ad-!
journment was reached at ten o’clock
this morning, when the second reading
of the bill carried. When, at two o’clock,
Col. Baker arose to continue the talk- |
ing, several mewmkters had succumbed to
sleep, and the monotonous discourse of |
the speaker and that of Mr. Bryden,
Mr. Price Ellison, Mr. D. M. Eberts, |
Mr. H. D. Helmcken, and even of Mr.
MePhillips, failed. to arouse them. M
McPhillips repeated himself by the' half
hour together and was called down by
the chairman. of committee. So dreary :
was the swirl of language that even the
arrival in the chamber of a supply of the |
Daily Colonist of the morning’s issue
was a welcome break, and for some
minutes Mr. Pooley. who was speaking,
was allowed to continue uninterruptedly, !
for everyone. had seized upon a paper |
and the ex-president .of the council’s
talk wearied no more. Mr. McBride and
Captain Irving kept the ball rolling, the
member. for Cassiar reading from a vol- |
ume of Edmund Burke quite irrelevant- !
ly, but so badly that no one was able’,

]
]

i
!
|

to discover how irrelevant it was. A.
W. Smith took a hand for a little while,
but Mr. McPhillips did the lion’s share |
of the work, and it seemed easier for |
him to do it than it was for his unfor- |
tunate hearers to bear up under it. Fin- ‘
ally at 5:45 a.division was reached on |
Mr. Phillips’s amendment. the govern- |
ment majority being 17 to 15. Then Mr. |
Helmcken’s amendment, lookirg to the |
emasculating of clause 1, and making it |
apply to all sittings of the house, was |
talked over for a quarter of an hour, Mr.
Helmcken doing the talking. The divis-
ion regulted in the amendment’s defeat |
by 17 to 14, Mr. Clifford,
being absent.

]

|
opposition, 4
) Then followed motion:af-
ter motion to rise and report progress,
more amendments by Mr. Helmcken, one
of which Mr. Baker didn’t like: floods of

talk from Mr. Eberts, and Mr. Helm- |

cken’s amendment was 'defeated by 17! 1

to 15.

.Mr. McPhillips’s wearisome reitera-
tion of the same arguments brought thée
finance minister to his feet with a vigor-
ous protest and the fourth member for
the city took his seat. 'There was a
pretty little set-to abount this time, Mr.
Cotton accusing Mr. McPhillips of talk-
ing nonsense. Mr. McBride and Col.
Baker talked some more, but finally at
7:20 o’clock the clause was adopted as a |
part of the bill by the same majority,
17 to 15, Another motion to rise and |
report progress was defeated and. clause |
2 was taken up. More amendments fol- |
lowed from Mr. Helmcken, the president !

Do You Have
Backache?

Then Your Kidneys Are Out
of Order and You Need Dr.
Chase’s Kidn:y-Liver Pulls.

You're only tired, you say; your back is
tired. But what does that mean? It}
simply means that your kidneys are tired; |
that they ache because they are worn out |
and unable to do their work of filtering
the blood. |
Backache is the most marked symptom of |
kidney disease. By neglecting to cure an
achlng’ back you leave yourself l'able to
Bright’s disease, diabete dropsy, and aH ,
the most painful and fatal diseases. What-
ever other allments you may neglect, never
de[l)ay l(lzlh curin ithe kidneys.
Dr. ase’s dney-Liver Piil -
cific for kidney disor{iers. . e
Dr. Chase’s Kidney-Liver Pills act direct-
lv"i'gr?;louthe kédngysi {niike them strong and
S, and absolutely remov d
Okaidggy diseia(se. y ove every trace
r. Chase’s Kidney-Liver Pjlls are th
cheapest and@ most effective kidney C:ll'gi
ever offéred for sale, as fis evidenced by
the enormous sale which they have in Can- |
nda and the United States. One pill a |
dose, 25 cents a box, at all dealers,
Edmanson. Bates & Co., Toronto. ’

I A e
% Dr. “Chase’s new illustrated book,

‘The Ills: of Life and How to Cure
Them,” sent free to your address.
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' recommitted,
. tion

| and substituting ‘“‘obnoxious.”

! tion
| treated unfairly by the government.

of the council making his only contri-
bution to the debate-by pointing out his
opinion that the amendment was out of
order. The chairman ruled otherw
and the debate went on. It was gettin
absolutely painful now. Messrs. Tuyr.
ner, MeBride and Eberts talked—},
how they did talk—but a division Wiy
reached -at 8:30, the same majority beipo
rg}cqrded and clause 2 was adoptéd on 1
similar division.

Then they attacked the preamble, 1.
Helmeken coming to the front with ..
amendment, of course, and Messp.
Pooley, MecPhi'lips, Baker and Irvine
continued the rtorture. Mr. MecBrii.
was at it red hot too, and so it went
until close on the hour of ten, whe
every effort failing to disturb the gover;.
ment. from the strong position they (...
cupied, the whole of the preamble was
put through and the bill passed comm: -
tee without amendment, the house risis .
until 3 o’clock this afternoon, when t .
third reading will be taken up. ‘

It was a night which will be long ro-

ise

{ membered in the history of British '

) The opposition tried again and
again to justify their outrageous condiy.
by allusions to the all-night sitting ¢
last session, when the.then oppositiog
fought tooth and nail te destroy the i
1quitous so-called rodistribution‘bill,

Hon. Joseph Martin continunally, ani

|
| Hon. Premier Semlin occasionally, com-

pletely silenced the leaders of the part:
to tha left of the speaker’s chair with 1
few well chosen sentences replete wit
argument,

January, 10, 1899.
The speaker took the chair
o’clock.
Prayecs by Ven. Archdeacon Secriven.
PETITIONS.

B‘ Mr. McPhillips, on behalf of the
British Columbia Telephone Company,
authorizing the consolidation of th.
New Westminster & Burrard Inlet Telo-
phorne Company and the Nelson Tele-
phone Company.

The petition of The North Star & Ar-
row Lake Railway Co. was read, and,
O:il the motion of Mr. Henderson, receiy.
ed.

_The petition of the Kootenay &
Northwest Railway Company was an-

at 2

i nouvnced by the speaker to be open to

certain objections, being signed by the
agent, and, the agent not having author-
¥, _referred back to member presenting

lit, Mr. Kellie.

The petition of A. R. C. Selwyn, I.
Oppenheimer and M. Costello for a pri-
vate bill to“in¢orporate the Vancouver
Northern & Yukon Railway Company
was read, and, on’ motion-of Mr. Mac-
phierson, received.

The' petition from
érsleyv- for a ‘private.bill to incorporate
the South Kootenay Railway Company
was read, and, on motion of Mr. Green,

received.
MOTIONS.

Mr. Booth asked leave to introduce a
bill intituled an act to provide for the
election of road overseers; leave was
granted, the bill read a first time and
placed on the orders of the day for
Thursday next.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Hon, attorney-general then moved
that the house proceed to the orders of
dav, which was carried, and Mr.
Martin followed it up by a motion that
the Election Petitions bill (No. 1)
now read a third time, )

Mr. J. H. Turner moved in amend-
ment that the motion for the third read-
ing be discharged and that the bill be
The leader of the opposi-
proceeded  to argue against
what he considered the undue haste
in forcing this bill on the house,
and ‘complained that the public ac-

A, St. G. Ham-

oe

| counts were not ready, in face of what

he said was the fact, that when in
opposition the memhbers of the govern-
;ment would have. demanded most ur-
gently for the public accounts to be pre-
sented immediately on .the assemblinz
of the house and would have objected
most strenuously to the postponement of
the consideration of the address in
reply to the speech from the throne,
which the leader of the opposition said
was-an insuolt to his honor and to Her
Majesty. He said that the opposition
knew what a feeling existed in the coun-
try and were constantly in receipt of
messages deploring this “terrible legisla-
tion.”

Mr. Booth “echoed them sentiments”
and reiterated the stock arguments
which were repeated ad nauseam during
the all-night sitting. The ex-speaker had
learned his lesson well, delivering the
speech in almost the indentical words
used last night.

Mr. McPhillips was next om his feet
with an emphatic expressibn of opinion
that the leader of the opposition’s motion
should prevail. The English precedents
were again quoted at length. A general
law, declared the speaker, would have
been more acceptable to the opposition,
who regard the present bill as dangerous
legislation. The government would be
equally justified in making an' American
citizen a member of the legislature, as
disqualification of one kind was just as
fatal as another. The usual argument
that the bill is an insult to the judiciary
of the province was made use .of once
more—as indeed ' were many others, the
speech of the member for Victoria being
ike a haunting nightmare to those who
had heard him during the early hours of
the morning and who were treated to a
repetition of nearly everything he had
said then.

Mr. McBride (Dewdney) was soon
called down by Mr. Speaker when he
applied the term “iniquitous’” to the bill
under dJiscussion, withdrawing the word
He then
proceeded to describe the measure as “a
wolf in sheep’s clothing,” finding fault

| with its title and saying it was not a

bill to make provision for “the hearing
of certain election petitions,” but for the
adjournment of such hearing.

The member for Dewdney was most
troubled that the supporters of the gov-
ernment would not say anything about
the measure and treated them to a repeti-

| tion of his assertions in committee.

Something savoring of novelty was his
reference to the position alleged to be
occupied by the petitioners in the elec-
suits, who, he said, were being

Mr. McBride was reminded once again
by the speaker that he was travelling be-
youd the limits of debate when he un-

; dertook to prophesy what His Honor the
i Lieut.-Governor was going to do.

The
non. member attempted to justify the
remark complained of by stating that
the hon. the attorney-general had stat-

ted that the bil} would become law by
i Thursday next.

Hon. the Attorney-General—I never
made that statement.

Mr. McBride thought the remarks
made by the attorney-general had tend-

i ed in that direction and concluded by a
| réiteration of his opposition

to the
measure.

Col. Baker continued the debate and
started in by referring to the measure
under discussion as “immoral.”

Mr. Speaker promptly objected to the

i unparliamentary remark and the colonel

withdrew it. But he.followed up by a
statement to sthe effect that Mr. Turner
had been assured by the finance min-

| ister that the house would not meet be-

fore the usual date, a statement which

| was bluntly denied by Hon. Mr. Cotton

and was not persisted in.

¥Then the member for Southeast Koote-
nay went into 1n extensive review of
the alleged circnmstances. and history
of the election petitions. He prophesied
refribution for the government if they

] 3
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persisted in the use of
The want of the public ac
postponement of the de
speech from the throne w
ized as unparliamentary.

Referring to the ddbate
the hon. member said the
brought forward amendm
endment and had disc
teen hours, discussed if
{Hear, hear.) The gallan
tinued his address, but br|
absolutely nothing new ir
the third reading.

Mr. Helmcken (Victoria)
a fifteen-minute address d
to a reconsideration of the
leading up to the necessit
ing the bill

Mr. Eberts (South Victo
calling for a ruling hy M
an excerpt from page 63
serting that any bill for
an individual member m
duced as a private bill.
ruled the hon. member out
same point having been
the benefit in this case |
and not a private one.

Mr. Eberts dissented fr
expressing all due deferen
speaker, and asked leave t
the ruling.

Hon. the finance ministd
any appeal being made up(
cided some time ago and
cepted by the house.

Mr. Ioharts asked for ¢
whether the bill was a pu
apeaker ruled it was and a
that ruling being demandef
tained. Messrs. Pooley,
MecPhillips voting with th)
the figures being: Ayes,

Mr. Eberts then proceed
question the action of th
in postponing the debate o
and was interrupted by
who wished to know if t
ber was in order in refes
ject already disposed -of.
2aid he was aware he w
within the confines of thd
house, but asked leniency
of the long and eontinudg
hovse had experienced.

Mr. Eberts then went on
bill. and agiin Mr. Higg
point 2f order. claiming t
tion to discharge the motio]
reading and recommit the
bers cannot discuss the me|
The hon. speaker thought
of the merits of the bill
der. Mr. Pooley wished
members might express
the subject. He thought
sible 'to discuss the bill, a
was shared by hon. the at
A Jong discussion followed
speaker ruled that althou
permissible to discuss it s
on the second reading yef
should be given.

Mr. Eberts resumed his
merits of the bill and coq
o!clock and the house rose
. EVENING SESH
. The house resumed s
o'clock, there being a
small attendance both o
the house and in the gall
speaker took the chair.
erts continued his speech,
change of the system of I
petitions and bringing up
leged inability of Mr. Jon
ment agent at Clinton, to
for thz purpose of giving 4
Stoddart-Prentice  petitid
from Todd's Parliamentar
ex-attorney-general stated|
emphasis that the legisla
richt to constitute itself i
appeal, which he mainta
tempted by the governmel

A volitical trick,” “a s
white ‘washing measure,”
of the prerogative of the
some of the expressions
to, make use of to
opihion of the measure
sion, and then he branch
eview of the disputed ¢
in Ontario, claiming a
between the conditions th

“The government's ma
two,” exclaimed Mr. EH
there were loud cries of
government was
cases were heard in a
would lose both seats,”
again greeted the assertig
it you have but to reac
of the bill; the person w
bill knew Mr. Prentice W
and if he knew it the goy
it.”

“This legislation is
press of Canada will sooq
whelming expression of
to the action of the gover
in British Columbia havd
en! There have been telg
inthis city this evenn
strong condemnation of tj
government."”

Cries of ‘“read them"”
ernment benches.

Mr. Eberts—One of 4
Kootenay.” .

In response to continueg
them,” Mr. Eberts yielded
called upon to give thq
sender, but refused. P
tary Hume insisted upon
government to know the
Eberts’s reply was that
Mr. Hume would have ta

“] will read you one fq
continued the hon. memb
Press —" (Loud laughtj
oh! oh!)

The hon. member reag
and Mr. Higgins called
er’s attention to the fa
grams were the property
Mr. Eberts refused to giy
Mr. Higgins insisted tha
order by rule-55. Mr.
compliment to the hon.
as an old parliamentaria
had that hon. gentleman’

. his course of argument.

Then came the first se
ing. The ex-attorney-ge
assertion that some of
supporters did not appro
instanced the senior m4
couver (Mr. Tisdall), wh
never been in his seat d

Mr. Martin—He does
Mr. Eberts—If he did
bill was introduced befo
on the government side

Hon. the Finance Mi
so. If the hon. gentle
statements he should ta

Mr. Eberts—Take the
make false statements?

Hon. the Finance
them down. Take the

Mr. Eberts—I will ng
back for you until you

Mr. Speaker—Take th

Mr. Eberts—What T m
that it was not known
was introduced.

Hon. Mr. Martin—T
wrong.

Mr. Ebherts—If the
makes that statement
am sorry that I made t
withdraw it. But wheq
calls me across the flo|

a “Har”’——

Mr. Cotton—I did not.
false statements, and i
ke would take them ba

Mr. Eberts—I wish
me to give you my opin
he.is a man or not.
~Mr. Speaker—Mr. E}
and the finance ministe

+ ip 'sdying what he did.

* Mr. Eberts apologize
“mot impute any wrong

one.

The heartiest round




