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COMPARATIVE PRICES

The last volume issued by the Depart-
ment of Labor under the very able Min-
ister, who gave distinction to that office
during the Liberal government, is a study
of the comparative prices of food products
in Canadian and American cities during
the past five years. It is a sort of a by-
product from the work in connection with
the extended study of wholesale prices
in Canada during twenty years. That ve-
port roused immediate and widespread at-
tention as a result of the light which it
threw on many aspects of the economiz
situation, such as the effects of price
changes, the cost of living and the causes
of changes in the general price level. This
present study of comparative prices is
hardly less important.

In discussing the cost of living and the
influences making for the marked and
rapid increase, the distinction is not often
made between what is fundamental, per-
vasive and controlling and what is acci-
dental, sporadic,-and subordinate. In the
question of increased prices today, there
are a few central matters of fact, which
must be assigned to their right place if

we are to have any chance of thinking

straight through the problem. The first
of these matters of fact relates to the de-
gree in which the increase has taken
place. This is of itself, a difficult matter
to determine. What is a fair measure of
the present advance of general prices?
How determine a normal level? This is
difficult to do when the price of a few
definite articles is considered, it is an
extremely complicated problem when we
consider the whole question. Before the
general rigse in prices there was an equal-
ly remarkable fall. A little over a decade
ago the air was full of wailings over low
prices as it now is of complaints of high
Iprices. This should not be overlooked in
considering the subject.

Price is the relation between other
things and gold. During seven years be-
fore 1900 the average United States pro-
duction of gold per capita was 74 cents,
and since 1900 it has been 120 cents, an
increase of 62 per cent. The money in
circulation in the former period was $23.-
82 per capita, in the latter period, $29.57
—a gain of more than 24 per cent. Econo-
mists of all schools realize that the more
gold there is in circulation, the higher
must be the price of commodities measur
ed by these standards. It is very evident
that the prices, that is, the amount of gold
it is mnecessary to pay for things cannot |
_he irdependent of the amount of gold |
available in the world. There is no more
reason that an ounce of gold should al-
ways have the same purchasing power,
no matter how much gold there may be in
the market, than that a bale of cotton
should always have the same purchasing
power, no matter how much cotton there
is in the market. The amount of gold has
increased everywhere (but in the pockets
of the people) at an unprecedented rate
during the past twelve years. This is the
central fact in the situation today. Owing
to the freedom with which gold flows form
one country to another, this circumstance
affects prices throughout the civilized
world. The world wide rise in prices is
due primarily to the great increase of the
world’s stock of gold.

1t is possible that if we could reach all
the facts, we would find that the increase
in prices bears a very close proportionate
relation to the increase in the gold supply
of the mnations. It is very doubtful if the
increase in the cost of living has been met
by an equal increase in wages. Wages in
many leading industries are more than dou-
ble what they were fifty years ago, but
rents arve much higher and the standard
of living has been raised so that there is
today more industrial discontent than thers
was at the earlier period. The question
has been further complicated in this coun-
try by the influence of tariffs, trusts and
retail combinations in restraint of trade.
Ag if the evil of the increased cost of liv-
ing were not enough, we let loose whole
droves of foxes to spoil the vines and com-
plicate the problem.

“NO NEW THING UNDER THE SUN"
ecently there was quoted a saying of
Charles A Dana to the effect: “When:

Dr. 'J. A, Macdonald Develops

| was with the people, but that also theve

Diamian and he erected a magnificent tem-

ple on the superstructure of the earlierj

saint. i

There is an ancient fable in which the
spider conversing with the bee makes it
a reproach against the latter that she hzm}
to collect material from a thousand flowers
for the construction of her honeycomb,
and the prepavation of her honey; where-
as I, says the spider triumphantly, “draw
the original threads of my whole web out
of my own body.” But the spider does
not produce honey.

The winter rusa and bustle at Sandj
Point may be said to have already 1)(~g111|.i
The first export freight for the steamers:
has arrived. The outlook for a busy win-
ter .is. bright.

evening (Sunday i
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London despatches say that A. Bonal‘{
Law is “floor leader” of the Uniouistt
party and that the leadership is virtually |
transferred to Lord Lansdowne “who!
would be undoubtedly called to form a
ministry should the Liberals be ousted in
the near future, which is not probable.”

HIS RESIGNATION REPORTED

P

This is W. T. R. Preston, Canada’s vet-
eran ‘trade commissioner, who, it is re-
ported, : has ; just resigned.

[EIIE OF ENELSH
SPEAING, NATON

a New Lire of Thought—
Canada’s Part in It

Toronto, Nov. 13—A vision of a league
of all the English speaking nations and
the development and growth of a world
empire of free mations into which nations
shall enter was described on Saturday even
ing tapthe student' members of the Literary
and Scientific society at Victoria college,
by Dr. J. A. MacDonald, who sopke on
the Place of Canada in the English-Speak-
ing Race. It was this conception, Dr.
MacDonald said, which more. than any-
thing was now bihding the parts of the
British Ympire together, and which was |
to make the generations to come more
loyal to the flag than any who had gone
before.

“And Canada,’ the speaker said, ‘of
all the nations of the world hag the chance
of making this league of the English speal-
ing people potential in the world. It is
for Canada to illustrate to the world more
clearly than has ever been done what de-
mocracy really means.”

Dr, MacDonald further pointed out that
because Canada lay so jclose to the Unit-
ed States and because there was so much
in common between them, it was Canada’s
part to be a bond between the greatest
empire of the world and the world's great-
est republic.

As for the possibility of war between
the great Iuropean nations, Dr. MacDon-
ald said their preparation for war was a
farce. ‘The money lenders of Berlin and
London parties would say as they did on-
ly recently: “Thus far and no farther.”

“Canada,” he said, ‘“was more of a de-|
mocracy ‘than ever before, and by demo- |

cracy he meant not simply that the po\\-m-!

rested with the people the obligation to
aecertain what were the laws of life. The!
true democracy in the future empire wouid |
mean that the common man in the country
ghould have a man’s chance to make a

a dog bites a man, that’s not news; when
a man bites a dog, that’s news.” One iy
reminded that no good thing can be origi-f
nal today. This is a variant of an apo-|
thegm  which appears in the classical |
literatures in more than one form. Plu-|
tarch says that the son of Ariston, when |
certain diviners announced as a portend
the fact that a snake had coiled itself
around the bolt of a door, replied: ‘It}
doesn’t seem so to me, but if the bolt
had coiled itself around the snake, that
would be a portend.” Clement of Alex-
andra attributes the same remark to Dio-
genes, and Cicero recounts it without nam-
ing the author. Clement says that Bion
the Borysthenite remarked: ‘What won-
der if the mouse, not finding anything to
cat las ecaten the meal sack? TFor this
would be the thing worthy of note, if the
meal s¥ck had eaten the mouse.” Augus-
tine quotes Cato, when consulted by a|
man whose boots had been eaten by mice,
as replying that there might have been
real reason for wonder if the reverse had"
been the case. 4 ;

Nothing is more foolish than the re-
proach of plagiarism. The writer cannot
find all the material for his art within
He is entitled to lay his hands
finds neces
Shakespeare well knew

himself.

apon whatever material *he
ary for his work.
his and all great writers before and since.
Dante took his material for the

Commedia St.  Deter

aven
‘Divina

from

man of himself.”” It would mean ('t]llillil)‘l
of opportunity for every one.” |

ITALIAN RULER OF TRIPOLI

Vice-Admiral Borea D'Olina, the new
governor of Tripoli. Latest dispatches re-
port Italian reverses at Tripoli, and it is
said that Turkey has recaptured its forts.
General Canexa, on account of the mas-|
sacre of Arabs, has been superseded as|
commander-in-chief by Gencral IFruzani, |
now due in Tripoli,
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SQUARING THINGS

(Pittsburg Sun.)

It is true I've ‘forgotten the day sweet-'§

heart;
We were married just ten years ago,

Perhaps you are right—and yet for my part

I can scarcely believe it is so! |
Day glides into day in the endless bliss I
T'hat you have brought me, my dear,
8o T heed not the flight of time, and this
Seems to me but our very first year!

And I have forgotten your flowers toda.\*f‘l
1 am sorry, dear heart; it is true, |
But my wits have wandered so swcetly!
astray! |
I've been dreaming, my darling, of you! !
And so, without gifts of beauty or pelf, |
I stand, a culprit, dear wife; i,
I can ofler only my heart and imyself |
And the pledge of the same for life! ;
There! T am forgiven, and all is well;
Our joy in the day lacks naught; |
For joy is a thing that the shops don't;
sell, . |
And with ,love alone it is bought!
1 am glad ’tis thus In this costly age,
With its prices so high above,
All T can’ afford, on my present wage,
To give you, my own, is love!

IN LIGHTER VEIN
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He—How shall I express my sentiments
toward you? !
She—On paper, please. Then there can
be no chance of your wriggling out of it.

Client—I just received your bill for get-!
ting me off with a fine in that case last
week.

Lawyer—Well?

Client—!I've changed my mind. 1'd ra-
ther go to jail! 5

WHERE'S THET
‘oLE HOSS
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VERY EVIDENT
Mrs. Uffragette—Iverything T take
I believe in going into thoroughly.
Mr, Uffragette—Right.

up

last night before retiring.

e mmen—

By McPartland
The Tailor last twice as long. Clean-
ing, Repairing—Ladies and Gents—72
Princess Street. (oods called for and
delivered. 'Phone 1618—11.

XOU WANT YOUR

Phone 2520

L

HOME WELL LIGHTED

Few things are more necessary for your health and comfort than Good Light.
If you want to improve your home lighting use

TUNGSTEN LAMPS

True, these incandescent lamps cost more than carbon filament lamps, but
saving, as they do, 75 per cent. of current, they certainly are the most eco-

. nomical lamps to buy.
The Tungsten Lamps we sell are made with Drawn Wire Filament, are much
stronger than the ordinary Tungsten, can be used with keyed socket and will
burn in any position with an average life of 1,000 hours.

PRICES :
Watts
Each

23

Z0c.

OVEMBER 15, 19i1

¢ 2035 POOR

—ﬁ‘

100
$1.40

490
80c.

60
90c.

(T MeAVITY & SOWS, Lro. 13 KING ST

FIRE-PLACE GOODS

BSASS, COPPER AND BLACKS

For many years we have paid special attention to this class of
goods, and are satisfied we have the best assortment of such goods in

the East.

COAL HODS—Brass, Copper and Black.

ANDIRONS—Brass and Black.

FIRE IRONS—Brass and Black.
WOOD BOXES—Brass (French)

SCREENS and SPARK GUARDS—a large variety—Brass, Copper
and Black.

EMERSON ® FISHER, Ltd.

25 Germain Street

ﬁ

“Annual November Fur Sale!

If You Are Going to Buy Furs Do Not Fail to See Our Prices.
All Furs at Reduced Prices---Genuine Discounts.

$75.00 MinK Stoles, $65.00.
$37.50 Mink Stoles, $32.50.

$45.00 Mink Stoles,. $38.00.
MinK Muffs $20.00 up.

F.S. THOMAS

Open: Evenings

| REGAL - .

BEEF, IRON
AND WINE

The Best Fall and Winter Tonic
50 cents a bottle.

Sold only by

E. Clinten Brown

DRUGGIST
Cor. Union and Waterloo Sts.

'/,/IIIA)/);&IﬂdmN\\

' er LookK Out

that the cream you buy is fresh,
sweet, of full strength and abso
lute purity.

'The Cream You Get Here

will meet every test. It's purity,
freshness, strength and swetness,
are guaranteed. It is just pure
cream and nothinz else.

e

ST. JOHN CREAMERY

92 King Street.

There was only |
a dime left out of $10 I had in my trousers;

s T—CT—

‘What Are You Paying For
- Ganned Goods?

OUR PRICES ARE PUBLIC.
F o sl e i . 10e. per can
iPeast oo UEie e es e e llc per can
i Tomatoes.. .. .. .. .. o0 .- 12¢. per can
FClamesis s . 10c., 3 for ¥5e.
i Bed Clover Salmon.. .i .. .. .. & . 186,
{A'1 Peaches .. .= .. . 20¢., 3le.; 5
! Ox0;. e s T
| —AT—

COLWELL BROS, %37t

Stree:
1? SJON'TCUTOUTA VARICQS

1 i LIRDM
use ABSORBINEJR. vou
P A mild, safe, antise

Y tient, resolvent linim
roven remedy f i
rlnnrouhlcs. M
Beckot, Mass., be
5 ed i

ne 4 on
! ; W ABSORBI
| were reduced, inflammation an
have had no recurrence of the
| Swellings, Wens, Cysts, Callous#s, Bru
! and Blue’discolorations, ete., in a pleas
Price $1.00 and $2.00 a bottle at druggist;
Book 5 G free. Write forit.

W. F. YOUNG, P.D.F., 317 Lymans

539 to 547 Main Street.
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Diamonds _

‘1 ne presuge which our house has obtained by long
:assoclation and sound business methods, has assured us
of the confidence of our customers.

With the largest stock and fullest assortment of fine
stones, we are this season more than ever before in a
position to supply the wants of

The Diamond Buying Public

Unset Stones mounted up in any desired setting on
the day of purchase, by experts in our own workshop.

Ferguson & Page

Diamond Importers and Jewelers.

- = 41 King Street.

|See Our
Window
Display of
Humphrey’s
Solid Leather
Footwear,
Made in

St. John

For Boys' and Girls’ Schooj |
Wear and Men's Working |
Boots. These goods are the |
best value on the market. |

e

Francis &
Vaughan

19 KING STREET

\

DOLLS!

]

Everything in Dolls. Our big stock i
now complete. We have all the latest
and best novelties from Germany, France
Japan, England and America.

UNDRESSED DOLLS, Ic. to $6.00 each

DRESSED DOLLS.. ..5c. to $5.00 ead

Our values are the best in Canada.
See our Doll window.

‘Arnold’s Department Stor

83 and 85 Charlotte Street.
Telephone 1765.

r
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UTTERNUT
READ
ECAUSE
ETTER
Than Home Made

}

What to do when you get sick, l
first send for your doctor, then
bring your prescription to us,
our’s is a

REAL DRUG STORE
we make a specialty of
PRESCRIPTION WORK.
Our Motto:
PURITY and ACCURACY.

A prescription brought to us
carries an insurance policy of ac-
curacy.

“Raliable” Robb

The Prescription Druggist

137 Charlotte Street
’Phone 1339. House ’Phone 1131

‘ We Hope You Are Contemplating
Photos For Christmas Gifts

And an Early Sitting Will Insure Satisfactory Work.

THE REID STUDIO

‘ Corner Charlotte : and : Hing Street. '

( Good Value in Blankets and Comfortables

Shaker Bllankets in white and grey.

-

Comfortables in nice colors and good

material—large and medium sizes—LOW PRICES at

kA'v B.Wetmore, 59 Garden Street

¢
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Watch Baits For Xmas Buyers

Boy's Gun Metal or Nickel. Thin. Good Timers $5.00
Gold Filled, A Big Range $850, $9.00, $10.50,
- $1500 and up.

These Prices are as Close as the Goods Can Be Sold.

Presentation Watches. Solid 14 kt. Gold Cases-
Extra Fine Movements. $50.00, $60.00, $70.00
and $90.00.

A Very Special Offering. Ladies’ Solid 14 kt
Waltham or Swiss Movement. Geod Weight
Case. Plain. Engine Tumned or Matted Finish
Only $25.00.

ALLAN GUNDRY - 79 Hing Street

$66626900¢

¢

(COAL ana woon‘i
|

Directory of the leading fuel

Dealers in St. John
'DOYOU WANT ..
CLEAN COAL

' Our Coal is Automatically Screeneda:
itis Loaded Into The Coal Carts.
Buy From.

R P. & W.F. STARR, Ltd,

49 Smythe St. = 226 Union St

BROAD COVE

Landing Ex Cars.
GEO. DICK - 46-50 Britain St
koot of Germain St, 'Phone 1l
Coal! s prmie

. All Orders Promptly Attended to.

T.M.WISTED & CO.
321 BRUSSELS STREET
Telephone Main 1597

- NEW BUCKWHEAT

From Carleton Co.

; Also aNice lot of Carleton Co.

BUTTER

el - ¥ (e —

-

Scotch and American

Jas. Collins

00060060 00000000 ... oo




