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 SHIPBUILDING YARD AT HALIFAX

Shipbuilding Cemmission Report
Discleses Negetiations With
Wma. Beardmere Co.

"FOUR MILLION - PLANT - PROPOSED

But War Exigencies and Demands of
Builders at Home Prevented Con-
summation of Plan—Vital Importance
of Plant For Ship Plates—30,000
Tons Building in Neva Scotia

In the House of Assembly, Halifax,
a few days ago, as already reported, Hon.
G. H. Murray tabled a report of a ship-
building commission. which showed that

shipbuilding in’ Nova Scotia was ' pro- |,

gressing and nearly 30,000 tons of ships
~ are now under construction, exclusive of
fishing schooners.

The Ship Commission’s Report.
_ The report of the commission states
‘that the commission met for organiza-
. _tion on May 80. From information then
in possession of the members, it was
seen that the wood shipbuilding indus-
try in the province of Nova Scotia had
developed .during the preceding two or
three years from a condition of general
dullness and neglect to one of much at-!
tivity and gratifying prosperity. This |
revival was, of course, stimulated by war |
conditions and the abnormal demand for
__every class of ocean tonnage; and, with
true maritime instinct,  the Nova Scotia
builders were quick to see and seize the!
opportunity to restore the industry, and |
at the same time make well earned,
profits from their enterprise. Accurate
statistics were not available, but a care-
ful estimate of the completed vessels
throughout the province/in 1916 wéuld
bring the number to about sixty, aggre- '
gating 12,000 registered tons, and a total |
cost of $1,200,000. L
Skilf of Our Workmen. i
“At the time of the formation of the|
commission, reports received from the|
diﬂ’wnt shipbuilding districts” indicated
that' the resources of the province, in;
- guitable yards and labor, were pretty!
fully employed. Subsequent visits by
ihe commission to several districts in va-
rious parts of Nova Scotia confirmed this
information, and also dfforded a first
hand opportunity for observing the su-
perior skill of the workmen, and for in-
specting well designed vessels of differ-
ent sizes and in all stages of completion.
These tours afforded the commission a
very great pleasure indeed, agd it would

{

here desire to record its appreciation of
the high value, both in an industrial and:
patriotic sense, which it attaches to “he|
services of all those who are engaged in!
building ships. It is estimated that Jthe!
vessels completed iri Nova Scotia in 1017
reached 20,000 registered tons, at a cost
of $2,600,000. This quite considerable
production was carried out' on the re-
sources of the builders themselves, save
where, in rare dases, banking accommo-

f dation was temporarily required; but,«in

no instance was it represented to fhe
commission that any financial assistance
was either desired or required from the
province. On the date of this report,
according to our best information, the
complete shipbuilding programme, exclu-
sive of fishing schooners, now being car-
ried out in the province of Nova Scotia
reaches nearly 80,000 tons and is a very
creditable showing. It is an honor roll
worthy of a high place among the records
of Canadian industry and patriotism. |
Steel Shipbuilding. *

“The inquiries and efforts of the com-
mission have, therefore, been chiefly
taken up with stgel shipbuilding, and at
the outset its members were in general
agreement that tife palicy it should rec-
ommend was the establishment of one

] | large, well-equipped yard in preference
i to several small ones. The best advice
! obtainable was also in the same direc-
| tion, and was, moreover, in full agree-
i ment with the commijssion’s own views

that every ‘effort should be made fo en-

{ courage the participation of established
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THE DOMINION COLLEGE OF MUSIC
632 Dorchester St., West, Montreal

; Examinations in all departments of

practical and theoretical music will be
held in May 1918, at.the following cen-
tres:

Dalhousie, May 22; Newcastle, May
28; Chatham, May 24 or' 25.

For calendars in French or English,
and all other information apply to

THE SECRETARY,

shipbuilding firms of undoubted stand-
ing in any project which might be start-
ed in the province. This, in due time,
led to negotiations. with- Wm, Beardmore
& Co., Ltd., of Dalmpir, Scotland, which
is one of the largest and most. reputable
firms on the Clyde. That company con-
templated associating with it in the Nova
Scotia enterprise two other British ship-~
building firms, and ene of the largest
Canadian corporations. These negotia-
tions were carried on until the end of
August, when, on behalf of the syndi-
cate, T. S. N. Dickson, representing Wm.
Beardmore & Co., Ltd. stated to the
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your principels within thirty days and

that bona fide operations in the construc-
tion of the shipbuilding plant will com-
mence promptly, with a view .of pro-
ducing tonnage within twelve months
from this date.

Couldn’t Complete Agreement.

“The chairman of the commission,
who was in England on private business,
visited the works of Wm. Beardmore &
Company, Limited, in the end of Aug-
nst when he learned that circumstances
of pressing importance, then arising from
war exigencies, renderéd it impossible
for the time being at least, for that
firm’s British associates to complete the
agreement toestablish in Nova Scotia.
This failure at the last moment was a
great disappointment to the commission,
as it was also to Sir William Beardmore
who throughout evinced a_deep personal
interest in the project. His company,
however, stinds ready to congider any
fresh proposals which may hereafter be
made to it, provided the restrictions ‘im-
posed by the British government on op-
erations or investments eutside of the
United Kingdom, on the part of British
subjects, will not; rendef this impogsible.

“During all this time numerpus’in-
quiries came to the commission -from'
parfies in Canada and the United States,
but, as. a general thing when traced
back, these proposals were not of a
¢haracter of which the commission could
approve.! Even in Nova Scetia itself we
did not discover that there was .any
capitel awaiting investment in this ip-
dustry, “and the outsiders who corre-
spendéd ‘with us, or who visited Nova
Scotin, with 'but only a few exceptions,
were ‘apparently only willing to embark
on the enterprise if the previnee and
municipalities furnished the capital.

“The fact of the matter was, that al-
though Premier Lloyd George declared
that, ‘in shipping lies victory for the
Allies,” all the conditions were against
laying down a new steel shipyard in

commission that the associated compan-#Nova Scotic. The Old Country yards

1“Out of the Question.”

| The report &lso' had a letter from
Mark Workman, president of the: Do-
minion Steel Corporation, Ltd., in which
he stated that “an immediate increese in
our steel- outpub is’ out of the question,
as it would invoke additional develop-
‘ment of iron furnages and the installa-
tion of a larger blobming mill.: We are
making certain ¢éfforts in this direction.
It must be borne in mind that the pur-
chase and installztion of a modern plate
mill . would - probably require -at least
eighteen months for completion. The
capital expenditnre’ would, in our opin-
jon, be out of all: proportion ‘to the ton-
nage of plates which it would be possible
to produce on the equipment, and we
could not therefore regard the venture
from a purely ‘dommercial standpoint.
The chairman* of the commission, D.
Maegilliyray, in reply, said:|“I hope the
subject is notto! be dropped here, how-
ever, as the time dnd occasion would
seem opportune for your great corpora-
tion to be identified. somehow with' the
inception of a steel shipbuilding industry
‘in Capads: - ' 4

Woild Be Sound, Policy.

“Doubtless ithére were  many and

building plant in this province, the Nova'!

632 Dorchester St, West, Montreal.

ies had arrived at an agreement, if the were constantly employed with force
subsidies to be offered by the province contracts, and were therefore large im-
and municipalities were satisfactory, to porters of plates. The entrance of 'the
establish a steel shipbuilding® plant in United States into the war launched a
Halifax harbor at an initial cost of 34,- stupendous shipbuilding programme in
000,000. !that country, and only with éreat diffi-
Offered a Subsidy. iculty was the Imperigl Munitions (Board
“The time had thus arrived for the ’at Ottawa able to arrange for a limited
commission to decide on its figancial pol- §upply of _Amen.can plates for the exist-
icy, and, after full consideration of the ing Canadian shipyards.
mensure of assistance which it could Establishment of Plate Mills.
recommend for this proposal, or for any | “The key to the Canadian situation
other-bona fide proposition which might appeared sto the commission to lie in
thereafter be made to it for building providing in Canada itself for the rolling
steel ships in any part of Nova Scotia of our own ships’ plates, and the very
the comnission, after consultation with first act of the commission was to make
the government, finally embodied its pol- such a’representation to the Canadian

{ icy in the following telegram which was prime minister, to the Deminion Iron

dispatched to Mr. Dickson on Aug. 3, & Steel Company, Limited, and to the

1917: . . several Federal members from, the prov-
On the understanding that the Pprin-'{pece of Nova Scotia.”

cipals you represent will make an initial

‘weighty reasons;” says the report, “why
no actien 'was taken- at:the time, and
for the commission’s: representations be-
ing unavailing, it in:the light of events
meanwhile, we'cammot but think it would
have been sound pelicy then to prepare
to roll plates ipv€anada.~ The Admiralty
contreller has adwised; ‘It would be of
great service ifiarrangements eould be
made .whereby [ships’ . plates ; could he
rolledfin Canada,™and the British Min-
ister.cof Shipping. has expressed  himself
as wanting to arrange for the building
and purchase of further ships in Canada
in addition to those now under construc-
tion. We thin¥ & we/are warranted -in
saying that the industry in Canada, prior
to the war, was ‘very much neglected,
but due credit must be given to the
Imperial Munitions 'Board for its' ef-
forts in the past three years.

“As a muottér of interest, it may be
recorded here that, immediately prior to
the operations of 'the Imperial Munitions
Board at Ottawa, the Dominion govern-
ment undertook on behalf of the Imper-
ial authorities'to build steel trawlers
and woodeh drifters, the cost approxi-
mating $11,000,000. Most of these are
now completed.’ The Impericl Muni-
tions Board has Iet contracts for forty-
six wooden and forty-four steel ships,
the former costing about $24,000,000 and
the latter $39,000,000. The wooden
ships are 2,500 and 3,200 tons deadweight
each, and the steel ships 8,400 to 8,600
tons each. It is  expected that all these
will be compléted this year, when the
board for financial réasons will with-
draw from' that ‘business. The Domin-
ion government,-en its own account, has

investment of $4,000,000 in a steel ship-, — -

Scotia %hi?butikilding c«;mgglission will rec- ﬂlll/lllllllllﬂllllllllllllll
ommend to the provinci governmen &/ it Y,

that a subsidy at the rate of 10 per cent ///. 2 '""lll[///////j/////
of that investment, or $400,000, shall be % ///////
offered - to’ the Steel Shipbuilding ‘Com- | JBGE L
panvy which will be organized by your:

principals, the said subsidy to be paid to

the company on completion of each ves-

sel, at the rate of $5 per ton gross regis-

ter until the total subsidy shall have been

exhausted, It will therefore follow that|

if the initial investment falls short of

$4,000,000, the subsidy “Which this com-|

mission will recommend that the provin-l

cial government shall then offer will con-

tinue to be at the rate of 10 per cent on |

that actual investment. The object of |

this offer.on the part of the commission | . 1
is to promptly assist the prevailing acute | CANADIAN S
sitnation in shipping, and it is under-| ‘ Nidpsok ONT
stood that we will receive a reply fmml
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Daily the Year Round at Home

The hosiery trade is booming, and the Demand far exceeds the
Supply. We gladly take all the goods you can send us. .

We must have more workers at once
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! < e AN =) @ undertaken a fresh programme of
SBUTTISH FIRM READY TO ESTABLISH , VNA\VAV/:\VA\%% ]huildjng Ls:eel ships lin the various ex-
[ isting yards. This, it is reported, will in-
1}

|volve an expenditure of $40,000,000, but

we are of opinion that this programme is
inadequate, in as much as no provision
is made for starting the industry on tk

Atlantic coast. It is there we subm‘
that at all times, particularly while Lhe
war lasts, and during the period of de-
mobilization, that the maritime inter-
ests of Canada will mainly centre, and
we  would therefore respectfully urge
the claims of Nova Scotia in this regard
upon the attention of the government at
Ottawa.

Nova Scotia Resources.

“Many obvious difficulties will sur-
round a permanent steel shipbuilding
industry, but these will be less on the
Atlantic than in any other part of Can-
ada. Nova Scotia is rich in raw mater-
ials, can easily be equipped to furnish
fabricated parts and offers a choice of
more than one excellent location for a
shipyard. The workmen of the provinee,
who have shown such well tested skiil
in building wooden ships, can, we are

Aids the Digestion of Food ;.

confident, also build ships of steel.
‘This, if proof were needed, has been
demonstrated at New Glasgow, where,
under the enthusiastic direction of Col-
onel Thomas Cantley, the Nove Scotia
Steel and Coal Company, Limited, has
completed and placed in commission one
fine. vessel, will soon be ready to launch
a second and larger one, and a third of

the same class is under way. We would
observe in conclusion, that, while in our
judgment, under present industgial and
financial conditions, nothing less than

A

co-operaiion on the part of the Domin-
jon governiment will -be adequate to es-
tablish a steel shipbuilding industry on a
permanent basis in Nova Scotia, yet, the
commission’s firm conviction is that the
action of the government of this prov-
ince in setting on foot this enquiry cam-
not but result in much good.” ;

Durkin Robertson, 80, who married
his mother-in-law, following his wife’s
demise, failed to get exemption from the
New York draft board. {

Why Semi-ready Clothes
and why not?

wos
Teiloriag ¥

Quite apart from a personal interest in
Semi-ready Tailored Clothes is the big
fact that country-wide, where men have
them for choice, they consider them so§ ‘
far ahead that the question of whose
clothes come next is of little interest.

Good clothes keep on looking good—
grow old gracefully, and not with the

sheen of the run-down never-was.

If we could take a thousand then
through the tailoring workrooms and the
designing rooms and inspecting rooms of
the Semi-ready Shops, we would have
all the worth-while clothes trade in a
short time—for a thousand men who
had seen would be so many enthusiastic
boosters for the better tailored clothes.

With wool so high in price, it will be
the best investment for'any man to buy
from makers who weave the  actual
worth into garments and print the price' \
in the pocket where every man can see. v

Suits, $18 to $50.

The Semirready Store

Cor, King and Germain Streets

A CHALLENGE

Mr. Edison is admitted to be the
world’s greatest inventor.

 He says that The New Edison is
, his favorite invention; which means
his greatest invention.

The NEW EDISON

““The Phonograph with a Soul’’

has been compared in public before
almost a million people with the living
voices of thirty great artists, including

« many members of the Metropolitan
Opera House.

It has been proven that The New
Edison’s Re-Creation of the human
voice cannot be detected from the
actual voice itself when both are heard
in direct comparison.

to help us keep pace with the demand.

The Auto Knitter is sent on favorable

terms to reliable persons, and we furnish

full instructions how to kmit sox, etc.,

also all yarn needed. The work is sim-

ple and easily learned; the Auto Knitter

is a high-speed machine, and works by

turning a handle. Our fixed rates of

pay guarantee you a steady income the

vear round, no matter where you live,

kT but our workers often largely increase

ot — this by working for private customers.
Working either whole or spare time, this pleasant employment has

In “Perfect Seal” Quart Jars

These are the finest
preserving jars made ;
and hold 3 pounds of
“Crown Syrup’’.

Re-Created by The New Edison, also make talking machine records.
We will give you the names. Hear these at the talking machine
‘auler’s. Then return to our store, and hear the New Edison Re-
Creation of the voices of these same artists. Let your own ears be

(R T

Your grocer also has
“Crown Syrup’’ in 2,5;

brought prosperity to many workers
the same for you.

Write to-day, enclosing 3c. in stamps, for full particulars, rates of pay,
cte., and see what you and your family can now earn at home,

Ruto-Knitter Hosiery (Ganada) Co., Limited

DEPT. 7A, 257 COLLEGE STREET, TORON IO,

in their own homes, and should do

10 and 20 pound tins.
Write for free Cook Book.

THE CANADA STARCH CO. LIMITED,
MONTREAL. L]

the judge.
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W. H. THORNE & CO. LTD. m

42 Prince William Street,

ST. JOHN, N.B.
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MAKE THIS TEST: Some artists, whose voices have been




