WHAT THEY TALK
ABOUT IN LONDON

Earl Cavan Chief of Imperial
General Staff.

Christmas in Clubland of Em-
pire Metropolis—Gossip in
Political Circles — Cabinet
Minister Predicts Better
Times.

(From Our Own Corrpspondent.)

London, Dec. 28. — Earl Cavan’s ap-
pointment as chief of the imperial gen-
eral staff in place of Sir Henry Wilson,
retired, marks the return of the war
office to the traditions of the pre-war
regime. Everybody respects the gallant
earl, and recognizes his good service in
many arenas of the war, but it can
scarcely be pretended that as a scientific
moderh soldier, apart from his high
social degree, the new chief of staff quite
ranks with some other distinguished
commanders ‘who won their spurs on the
western front. He is a,pleasant, capable
and zealous soldier, popular with his
military subordinates, and imbued with
\ old army traditions. He is, moreover,
eminently the Guardsman. He got on
admirably with the French and Italian
commanders with whom his campaign-
ing experiencing brought him into touch,
but rather by virtue of a thoroughly
nice way with strangers than because of
any acquaintance with their languages.
A soldier more unlike Sir Henry Wilson
than the Farl of Cavan it would be im-
possible to imagine. But political influ-
ences may have less wefght with him
perhaps than with his distinguished pre-
decessor, and, if social influences are less
remote under the new chief, it is merely
according to the old W. O. tradtiion.

Christmas in Clubland.

Apart from matters of such perenmial
interest as the doings of royalty, club-
land is mainly occupied at the moment
in discussing Christmas and Christmas
fare, for some of the clubs still keep up
old customs and annually inflict on their
members whole barons of beef and gar-
gantuan plum puddings. So far as the
barons 'of beef are concerned consider-
able 'difficulty is always experienced in
disposing of the residue. - I know of one
very exclusive and somewhat expensive
institution, where, for the two or three
days which have elapsed since Christ-
mas, you have been able to obtain a
plate of the most excellent cold roast
beef for the modest sum of 10d.! Apart
from these feastings there:.are the ser-
vants’ halls, which to an ever-increasing
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write M. P. after his name. In old timtt:s,t
when this rule was made, it worked out
fairly satisfactorily. ;

It was Lord Robert Cecil, I think,.
who declared some time ago that the
lower house, as at present constituted,
consisted in respect of three-fourths of
its membership of hard-faced gentlemen
who had done well out of the war.
These same gentlemen were in the happy
position of being able to make their pick
of the cream of the clubs of Pall Mall,
and, being blessed with any amount of
money, they scarcely troubled to pick or
choose at all, but “joined the whole
bloomin’ lot.” Their accession to the
smoking-room may have swelled the de-
mand for big cigars, but has scarcely
contributed to the social amenities of the
club lounge, and the trouble is that it is
, quite impossible to get rid of them.

i Troubled Waters,

In these same political clubs there is
.mﬁch' getting into corners and whisper-
'ings in progress. The impression is that
the Geddes report is going to be pub-
lished very soon and that very quickly
thereafter Lloyd George will go to the
country upon it, hoping to sweep every-
thing before him by exploiting the anti-
waste cry. Labor, on its part, would
make a great effort to put unemploy-
ment in the forefront of the campaign;
but the prime minister thinks that the
economy ticket will frank him 'back to
power. Whatever happens in regard to
Labor, the Unionist die-hards think, not
without reason, that they are in danger
of being swamped unless in the interval
they can find a leader who will com-
mand votes in the country. The names
talked about are still Lord Birkenhead:
and Winston Churchill. Lord Birken-
head is cribbed, cabined and confined Iy
membership of the House of Lords. Nor
is there any immediate prospect of his
irelease from durance,

Great efforts are being made to hurry
forward a reform of the upper house
which would enable its individial mem-
bers to sit or vote in the Commons af-
ter the preliminary of obtaining;the suf-
frages of the intelligent electors of Pud-
lington-on-Mud. But these efforts are
not likely to be crowned with success
this side of the general election. T'here
. remains Mr. Churchill, i
' From all accounts he is not very hap-
py about the Irish settlement. But I
happen to know that Mr. Churchill was
sounded on this very subject of leader-
"ship at the height of the Irish crisis. He
shook his head. The reasons he urged
against it were personal and entirely to
his credit, He recalled that when the
sheer boredom of performing humdrum
military duties at the front, with no ap-
parent prospect of military advancement
commensurate with his gifts, was driv-
ing him to distraction, Lloyd-George had
lifted him out of the Slough of Despound
and taken him into the cabinet. The
man who told me this commented that
Lloyd George probably knew his job
and his man. He thought that Winston
would be much safer inside the House
than throwing stones at the windo'vs
from the outside. That is not Win-
ston’s view. He still looks upon the
prime minister’s ‘action with feelings of
genuine gratitude, ‘

extent are patronized by members who
seek in this way to show their apprecia+l A Bit Pique.
is

tion of the work of the staff. It
rather delightful to see monocled old
gentlemen with titles going back to
Plantagenet days tripping it gaily with
one of the maids from the kitchen.
But though the spirit of goodwill to-
wards men is abroad in clubs and every-
where else it must not be imagined that
Clubland is entirely happy. Some of the
older political clubs, which used, in the
old days, to regard themselves as really

exclusive, are now grousing rather heav-

fly at the rule which compels them to
throw open their doors to any man of
the right party color who is able to

i Curiously enough the Lord Chancellor,
' just when his stock stands higher than
| ever in the big public regard, is a little
iunder a cloud in the world of Bohemia.
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THE GLAD HAND OF OPPORTUNITY
IS OFFERED YOU AT

St. John’s Greatest

Mercantile Event

Opportunity is the word which seems to fit this occasion ex.actly, for if
ever the buyers of St. John were offered an unusual opportunity to save

money it is during this great mid-winter sale.

Hundreds have already taken

advantage of it, and during our thirty-three years in business we have never

had so many
given as at this sale.

NO

compliments from our customers

about the wonderful values

-

GOODS ON APPROVAL

sary Sale!

At the O. P. Club dinner to the Savo-
|yards it was Lord Birkenhead who pre-
sided. But there was a very awk:

and qdite unusual little contreter -

the end, marring the characteri

festive lightness and good humor
occasion, when His Lordship rose .
spond to the toast of his health, pru-
! posed in what everybody accepted as a
delightfully witty and bantering after- |

Every overcoat in stock marked at sale prices.
ous Ulsters, Ulsterettes and dignified Chesterfields. .
‘ and $40 Overcoats now $29.85
$45 and $50 Overcoats now $32.85

Other overcoat sale prices—
$18.65, $24.95, $34.90, $37.85
Black Dog Fur Driving Coats.
Sale $32.65
Korean Beaver Fur Driving Coats.
Sale $39.85
Mackinaw Coats—Two sale prices—
$7.95, $9.35
Reefer—Corduroy

Men’s Overcoats

$35

ular $40.50
Regular $55

B. B. Frieze

lined; large storm collar.

Men’s Suits

suits.
steds.

Vicuna

Men's and Young Men's Evening Dress Suits.

Odd Trousers, in fancy tweeds,
Sale Pricé—$3.82,

SPECIAL—Men's Trousers of d
heavy greenish heather tweed or
Special purchase for this sale.

Regular Price $5.50 ... 0. ... .. - ceseccibics.

want one.

$25 Suits
$30 Suits
$35 Suits . ..
$40 Suits
$45 Suits . .
$50 Suits .

Men’s Trousers

Warm, luxuri-

Special $12.85

Including all of our better grade
Fancy tweeds, cheviots, wor-
At the regular’ prices they
are the best value obtainable, but
at these sale prices you'll be sure to

. Now $19.95

. Now $24.85
Now $28.45

.. Now $33.10
... Now $36.20
Now $39.85

Imported black
Special $49.90
Tuxedo Jackets—Black Vicuna..........c..... Special $33.90

homespuns, worsteds, corduroys.

$3.98, $4.68, $5.73, $6.37

ark grey heavy all wool Oxford;
fancy brown mixed tweed.

Special Sale

sale are the Armour Clad Suits for Boys.
8 to 18 years.
Regular $13.00, $13.50 Suits. . ./ Now $10.35
Regular $15.00 Suits . Now $11.80
Regular $16.00, $16,50 Suits. . . Now $13.45
Regular $18.00, $20.00 Suits. . . Now $15.95
Junior Boys' Suits; 4 to 10 years. Regular
price $8.00, $10.00, $11.00.
Sale Price $6.95, $7.85, $8.75
Junior Boys' Overcoats; 4 to 10 years.
lar price $10.00, $10.50. , Sale Price $7.85
Regular price $11.50, $13.00 .
5 Sale Prices $8.95
Overcoats for Bigger Boys; 10 to 17 years.
Regular $17.00 to $22.00.
' Sale Price $14.95
Boys' Mackinaws; 10 to 16 years. Regular
$8.50 .. .. \ eev... Sale $7.45
Boys' Mackinaws; 3 to 9 years. Regular
$8.00 .. Sale $5.00

Reg-
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Dark Brown Tweed. Regular $2.00
Brown Corduroy and Tweed.
Dark Mixed Tweeds. Regular $3.00......

Boys’ Blouses

Regular $1.00. Sale 87c. Regular $1.50
Boys’ Jaegar Arctic Caps. Regular $2.50
Boys’ Wool Knit Caps.

Penman’s Fleece Lined Shirts and Draw érs.

Boys’ Heavy Black Cotton Hose. Regular 60c.....
Boys’ Ribbed Black Worsted Hose. Regular $1.50 ..
Boys' Flannelette Pyjamas. Regular $2.00

Sale $3.98

Braces.

Items From the Boys’ Shop
Boys' Suits—the OAK HALL kind. We have made a special
study of Boys' needs for a third of a century, with the result that our

boys suits are top notch anyway you take them. \ |
The best boy's suit made.

Regu- |

Boys’ Bloomer Pants
Dark Worsteds. Regular $1.50 .!............ e e T SR e L

Regular $2.50........:......... ....... Sale $3.98

leiiioii.ciioico Sale 15237

e buaiene i Sale $129

Regular 80c, $1.00...... el

Boys’ Underwear Specials

Regular 75c... Sale 5% a garment
Penman’s Natural Wool and other makes all at sale prices.
doeilareshiosnilo) Sale 8¢

ceccssvsovnsson

secsvcssse

Wool Overstockings; all shades ............ccoeennen Seesse et

SALE PRICES on Boys' Sweaters, Jerseys, Ties, Snow Suits, Gloves, Mitts,

Included in this

Sale 98¢
Gabes oa. Sale $1.69

.

vesebioniat.. Sale ' $1.79
Sale 69%¢

Lo i iSale 98¢
<<2 98¢ wup
Sale $1.69
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Miss MARJORIE HUME,

The Well-known Film Star, writes —

® 1 have for long been a coastant user of Phosferine, which is a really wonderful

merve tonic, and I cannot speak too highly of its recuperative effects.

My work for

the stage and screen has for some time past been very strenuous, and, in addition

I am very fond of various kinds of sport,

riding and boating and tennis, etc., and

thanks to Phosferine I am able to keep all these going during my spare time, and

turn up fresh and energetic at all engagements and rehearsals.

Phosferine makes me ieel
physically, uvon anything I undertake.

one thoroughly enjoy either work or play wholeheartedly and understand more
fully what :t is to really appear at pne's best.”

able to concentrate effectively, either mentally or

A course of

OAK HALL

The Sale You've
Been Waiting For

SGOVIL BROS. Ltd.

KING STREET
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dinner speech by MecDonald Rendle,

Certainly the feeling of vigour makes
the

31st July, 1921,

brightest talker in all Bohemian I.ondon. | a

This beautiful young Film favourite is fully assured that the greater ~art of her |
success in work and pastimes is due to the additional nerve iorce derived from |
Phosferin —Phosferine ensures su-h a perfectly heaithy condit on ot her nerve

organisms that she always possesses the vita'ity to look, and do her best, with that |
distinction se characteristic of all she undertakes. :

When you require the Greatest of all Tonic Medicines, see that you get

PHOSFERINE

A PROVEN REMEDY FOR
Faintness

Exhavstion
Brain Fag

Meats Exhausties I
Neurzlgia

Nervous Debility Loss of Appetite
Indigestion Maternity Weaknoss Lassitade Anem & Headache
Sloep! ssuses Premature Decay Neuritis Nerve heck Sciatica

Phosferine has a world-wide repute for relieving disorders of the mervous system more completely
and speedily and at less cost than any other preparation.

Rl:comatism

SPECIAIL BUSINESS, TRAVEL AND SPORTS NOTE
Phosferine is made in Liquid and Tablets. each seld in two sizes. The Tablet form is
particulsrly convenient for Business Men and Women. all Outdoor Workers. Trmavellers,
Sportsmen, etc. ' can be used by anyone. any time. anywhere, in accurate doses, as ne
water is required. The No. 2 tube is small enough to carry in the pocket and centains
90 doses. Anyone affected by nnhealthy localities or climatic conditions will be the better for
Phosferine — always put a tube of tablets in your outnt.

PROPRIETORS: ASHTON & PARSONS, LTD.. LUDGATE HILL. LONDON. ENGLAND
Sole Agents fov Canada: HAROLD F. RITCHIE & COMPANY. LIMITED.TORONTO. ONTARIO.

The Lord Chancellor, to y
amazement, rebuked the orator in very
Jjudicial tones, accepting the toast, n_ot
in the spirit of its proposition, but of its
acceptance.

What offended the
Rendle still does not know.
and caustic an orator as “F. E” can pre-

great man, poor Mr.

sumably take a joke at his own expense. |
And all Mr. Rendle did was to endorse|

Dan Leno’s verdict that the parliament-
ary proceedings would be enlivened by
music, suggesting that no doubt Lord
Birkenhead would enjoy “a gallop!” Per-
haps his encounter with Lord Carson
still rankled? Or did the Lord Chancel-
lor resent the other lively sally that
“there seems to be precious little wool
and a prodigious quantity of sack?” Sure-
ly not! And yet . . . - ff

Better Times Ahead.
Part of my Christmas was spent in

the vivacious - company of a cabinet
minister of duty, who added not a

So witty | >
| serious perils that followed in the trail

llittlo to the festive occasion by t:xking

sincerely and convincingly cheerful

everybody's | view of the outlook for the new year

generally, In his opinion the worst of

: the catastrophic effeets of the war which

at one time threatened our western civil-
ization far more critically than most
people  were aware have now been
weathered. We have survived the most

of the great world upheaval, and may
now look forward more hopefully to
steadier, more prospcrous, and happier
times. Just as we were all disposed to
be unduly optimistic directly after the
war, 50 now we are rather prone to be
unduly gloomy. In the deliberate view
of the distinguished authority whom I
am quoting, we have now reached com-
paratively smooth waters politically and
have every prospect of soon doing the
same thing economically. This is dis-
tinctly gnod news, coming from so emi-
nent and intelligent a source.

Air Speed Record.

Close on the heels of the capture of

wears the same distinctive horn-rim
spectacles, possesses a pronounced Irish

the world’s speed record by the English
Bamel aeroplanes, certain French sports,
men are trying to cast doubts on the

genuineness of the tests. For the last
two years at least everyonme knew that
we possessed the fastest aeroplane in
the world, first the Martinsyde “Semi-
quaver” and then the Gloucestershire
“Bamel,” but sheer bad luck has pre-
vented vindicating the claim against the
French record-holders. So the builders
and pilot of the “Bamel” determined to
submit the machine to the rigorous and
impartial government test at Martlesham
Heath, from which she emerged indubi-
tably the fastest thing in the air.

An Awkward Double.

An interesting fact the London jour-
nalists seem not to have discovered is
that Mr. De Valera has a ‘double’ in
I.ondony who is, though more thorough-
ly Trish than the famous Sinn Fein
chieftain, not even distantly related to
him. This gentleman, who holds a secu-

lar appointment connected with the
Westminster diocese, is tall, thin, sallow,

brogue, and in fact figure and gait more
exactly resembles De Valera than can
easily be imagined. Mr. De Valera and
his “double” are, I understand, not per-
sonally acquainted, but Irishmen who
happen to know them both find it very
hard to tell one from the other. When
the Sinn Fein president was over in Lon-
don making those long impassioned
speeches to Lloyd George across the
tea table at 10 Downing Street, his
Westminster “double” had a most em-
barrassing time. He could not show his
nose out of doors without being instant-
ly identified on all sides as “De Valera”
and encountering disconcerting atten-
tions as well as difficult predicaments.
The famous Dolly Sisters are more
easily told apart. It may have been this
Westminster ‘“double” who unwittingly
gave rise to the prevalent rumor in Lon-
don at the time of the negotiations pro-

per that Mr. De Valera had come over
to consult with his plenipotentiaries.

USE SLOAN'S T0 -
EASE LAME BACKS

OU can’t do your best when
your back and every muscle
aches with fatigue.

Apply Sloan's Liniment freely, wilhe
out rubbing, and enjoy a penetrative
glow of warmth and comfort.

Good for rheumatism, neuralgia,
sprains and strains, aches and pains.
sciatica, sore muscles, stiff joints and
the after effects of weather exposure.

For forty years pain's enemy. Ask
your neighbor. Keep Sloan's handy. |

At all druggists—35c, 70c, $1.40.

Sloa:

Liniment




