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blessed dogs, an’ cats an’ rabbits. Old
Mr. Leigh would turn ag’'in anybody
who opposed him there.  Even in his
dyin’ hour he refused to send for the
vicar. : Many's the time I've seen her
weepin’ on account of the dreadful
things he would say—"

“Yes, I know,” ‘broke in Leigh, hur-
riedly. “I am sorry that I mentioned

right if s6 be as the label is genu-ine.”
“The young man seatéd at the dining-
table laughed pleasantly. On no ac-
count would he hurt the feelings of
the elderly servitor, half butler, half
caretaker, who had provided the feast
fg: his home-coming.

«1 am sure the claret is excellent,
“It tastes like the
nectar of the gods to-night. Only by

,contrast can ome learn to appreciate

the good things of life. You, hardly
realize, I suppose, that many a time
during the past two yeuirs I have been
glad to scoop a tinful of water from
@ shallow puddle stirred into mud-soup
by horses and bullocks?"”

“No, #ir,” said Jenkins, solemmnily.

The diner began to carve a roast
fowl. A puzzled smile lurked in the
corners .of his mouth. .

“Why are you so serious, Jenkins?”
he asked.

“Serious, sir?” 5

the matter.  But it is hard to realizé
that in thése modern days a man
would embitter his whole life and cast
off those who were near and dear to
him simply because they could not
share his outlandish views. Did he
hold fast to the ‘transmigration of
souls. theory’ to the end?”

‘“Bless your heanrt, sir, we have over
ninety animals penned up in the sta-
bles at this minnit. There were one
hundred an’ fifteen of 'em on the day
of his funeral. People came from all
pants to gaze at 'em, an’ a rare row
there was when Mrs, Stokes saw the
hutch of a one-éyed tom cat labeled
with her husband’s name. She broke
the door with her umbrella, an’' the
cat flew at her. We have never set
eys on him since.”

“But, if I remember rightly, the cat’s
behavior somewhat resembled that of
the late lamented Stokes?’

“So eve y said, sir, an’ that

“Well, then, how shall I put it?—so
dignified, remote,confoundedly respect-
ful? In a word, have you forgotten
my ndme?"”

“No, sir. You will always be Master

- -Arthut to me an’ your nurse. But

now ' you be Mr. Leigh of the Abbey
Mamof, an’ we try toirémember it, be-

.cause people do be so funny when we

talk as if you were still the boy who
stole the parson’s peaches, an’ nearly

spoiled Farmer Bacon’s cart foal by‘

larnin’ him to jump fences.”

| Seldom did Jenkins unbenq so thoro-
1¥. Despite his grawve air, Arthur knew
that this friend of his youth was deep-
ly stirred.

“Ah, me!” he sighed, “the happiest
days come first; don’t they, Jenkins?
Yet it seems but yesterday that I ran
away from the abbey. And you don’t
look an hour older. Deuce of a row I
had with my grandfather that morn-
ing, eh? I was never so surprised in
my life as when {the lawyers wrote
and told me he was dead, and that I
was'his heir. How did they keep track
of me?

expressing himself, | He coughed once
or twice in’ vain effort to bring forth
words that hesitated.

“Mr. Leigh mentioned your name, sir,
to:be sure, but—er—not—exactly—that
is—you remember his peculiar way,
sir?” : ‘

“Kept up the appearance of a fight
to a finish—is that it?” :

“Just what I wanted to say, sir.”

“0Odd! 1 wonder what the old-  boy
had in his mind? By gad, do you think
he made®a mistake, and left the wrong
will lying about? Jenkins—you don't
mean to say you burnt the parchment
that disinherited mre?” :
YNo, " 3 :

The disavowal came so promptly, in
the orthodox. tone of the well-trained
servant, that Arthur Leigh laughed
again. . i : o

“Good jo bnobody else has a shador
of a claim on the property,” he said
cdheerdly. “At_best, or -worst, from
my point of view, he could only have
de it : to some institution, Now,
I w you to tell me something. I
am five years older than I .on the
day the abbey doors closed on me. I
can take a calmer view of things. In

-any event I would refuse to harbor an-

imosity against a dead mamn, who, with
all his faults, made amends for his
harshness. Tell me, then—why did
grandfather hate my mother?”

“I hawve always understood, sir, that
the mreligious question was the cause
of the whole thing.”

Jenkins was on firmer ground now.
The reply came readily enough.

“Afre you Sure? You were here be-
fore my father's marriage. Was there
any dispute at that time?”

‘“None whatsoever, sir. It was them

Did he relent before the end?"y
Jenkins evidently found difficulty in.

made Mrs, Stokes carry on wuss® Her
langwidge about that cat was sgme-
think dreadful.”

|° “Who looKs after these
now?”’ &

“Two men are specially paid, eir. I
have me doubts aboutisome of the rab-
bits and a cat or two. Leastways, it's
funny that far more dogs should die
than cats or rabbits. You see, the
men have a soft job, sir.”

“Who pays them?”.

‘‘Messrs. Mowle and Mowle, sir. The
cheque comes regular every month.”

“I suppose I must humor my grand-
father’s wishes,” said Leigh thought-
| fully, “but I shall take most particu-
lar care that the laws of mortality are
not interfered with in future. These
keepers fnust be watched, and admit-
ted only when others are present.
After dinner I shall walk around and
have a look at the menagerie. When
are the poor brutes exercisd?’

‘“The dogs get an outing or ' two in
the week, sir, but the cats an’ rabbits
remain in their hutches.”

#*Well, of all the ridiculous nonsense
—but, there 1 lost my temper years
ago on that subject. Any letters, Jen-
kins?”

' “Yes, sir.”

Leigh glanced at his correspondence
while Jenkins was bringing in another
(course. A few former acquaintances
|{in the mneighbordhood wrote to con-
.gratulate him on his safe return. from
’the South African war. Enterprising
| 4radesmen sent circulars from- the
neighboring towns of Bridgewater and
Burnham. A job-master at ° Bristol
was anxious to equip him with™ car-
riages and horses. A London tailor
offered to despatch a “representative’”
with a tape-measure and patterns of
summer suiting, ‘“on receipt of instrue-
,tions,” and, with the rest, came a
bulky packageifrom Mowle and Mowie
the family solicitors.

‘“My arrival in England must have
{been trumpeted far and wide,” said
lLe.ig\h. “Apparently, I have become
quite an important person, Jenkins.
Yesterday in London an ex-trooper of
Paget’'s Horse, to-day. in Somersetshire
I am a country gentleman. A quick
change, eh? Reminds me of De Wet.”

“It was in the papers, sir,” explain-
ed the butler. ' “It's wonderful how
news spreads in these days,”

Teigh opened the lawyer’'s missive.
It contained two type-written docu-
ments and a cheque. He examined the
latter and laughed gaily.

“Four. hundred and fifty pounds!”
he cried.. “By Jove, I have never seen
so much money before. I thought I
was doing well when 1 received forty
pounds of deferred pay' from the war
office, and a hundred' on account from
the Mowles—but this' is a smaill for-
tune,

How much does the estate bring in

creatures

lan earlier dwelling destroyed by Crom-

==

yearly, Jenkins?" g

“1 don’t, rightly know, sir. Folks
‘used to say it was six or seyen thou-
sand,” but that was when farm rents
were higher. Didn’t the solicitors tell

u all about it, sir?’

‘No. They were rather haxy. Said
I might have a hundred at once, and
they would wmrite full details to the
abbey. Here they are, I fancy. But
they ®an wait until I have had a look
round. The old place does not seem
to have changed an atom. Some of
the shrubs are bigger,”perhaps—some
of the trees a trifile moge stately. The
greatest change s in myself, I sup-
pose ?”’

“Well, sir, I must say that South
Africa hasn’'t done you any harm. You
look the picture of health and strength.
Mrs. Jenkins sald when she saw you
—bein’ a woman, sir, an’ your own
nuss, so to speak—she said—"

“Come now, Jenkins. Out with it.
What - did  Eliza |say?”

“She gev it as her opinion, sir, that
you'd have the pick of the county
when you looked for a wife.”

“Jenkins, you must repress her. She
is a born matchmaker. I have not been
in the abbey an hour before she has
e married and done for. How does
she know I have not made my choicé
already ?” : .

“Oh, of course, sir—" ;

“Tell her to rest easy. If I break
my neck on Exmoor after the North
Devon staghounds this summer no
young lady's heart will suffer. To-
morrow, when I go thru my kit, I
shall show her some pictures of Kaffir
beauty, and she will realize that I am
a tough subject.”!

Leigh swept his letters into a heap,
drank his coffee gnd,lit a cigar. Then
he walked to the fine window that
gave access to a spaclous balcony. He
stood there many minutes, and might
well be pardoned if he yielded to the
pride of ownership, for his eyes dwelt
on a fair domain.

The *old-fashioned fhouse woccupied
the site of a long-forgotten Benedic-
tine abbey. Carved stones built 'into
the rubble were silent witnesses of the
ruins which a Georgian builder -had
not scrupled to bring into fresh ser-
vice. One ancient wall, retained in its
entirety, flanked the rose garden that
had supplanted the cloisters. A great
mount, clothed in ferns and rock-
plants and surmounted by a flagstaft,
was reputed to be all that was left of

well. For the rest; the quiet taste of
the. early eighteenth century had util-
ized a singularly beautiful rock-spur
on the extreme west of Polden Hill
to construct a homelike, comfortable
mansion. The gardens, originailly
planned in the Italian style, were gar-
nished with the restful follage of Eng-
Heh trees, and shrubs. Flowers rioted
there. . On this' June evening the very
air was heayy with their fragrance.

The Abbey Manor and its grounds
filld the. whole of a tiny plateau of
three acres. The front of the house
faced southwest. From the elevated
porch of the balcony the eye travéled
over the valley of the Parret, with
sleepy Bridgewater lying at the head
of its estuary, and the Black Down
Hills closihg the homizon. To the
right, below an arable plain, the blue
waters of the Bristol Channel gleamed
in the mays of the setting sun. On- the
left, the pastoral lands that formed
the manor stretched far into the heart
of a country famed for the placid beau-
ty of its vistas. . Behind the house,
sheltering it from the north and east,
rose a dense plantation of firs; a typi-
cal Somerset orchard nestled.below the
lawns and flower gardens, and an t-
er belt of woodland girdled the 1se
and pleasure-grounds.

Thus the “‘abbey,” as it was known
in the familiar parlance of the local-
ity, was completely isolated. Even the-
carriage road was hidden by elms and
dense undergrowth, and climbed the
ridge of rock on which the mamnsion
stood by a steep gradient. A wlde and
straight main road, from Burnham

 drons, curved off among the

‘mansion | speedily, -had not a drooping

to Bridgewater, ‘passed thru the wood

—
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beneath, yet, S0 cunningly was the
idea of concealment carmied out that
no lodge attracted the attention of
passers-by. A well-kept drive, high
banked with laurels and . rhododen+
trees,
while a conspicuous notice informed
all and sundry that this was a “Pri,
vate Road.” - From the raliway, half'
a mile distant, or the winding Parret,
another mile to the westward, the Ab+
bey Manor and its background of firs
were boldly outlined against the sky,
but manythousands of tourists tra-
versed the coast road during the sum-+
mer months without the least suspi:
cion that they had passed so close
to a notewornthy residence:

The privacy thus secured was en-
hanced by sections of unscalable rock
linked by steep brick walls that bris-
tled with broken glass. Were not thisg
ceinture shrouded by a wealth of wells
grown timber, the abbey might have
borne some sembillamce of a prison.
But skill in forestry and landscape
gardening had prevented any such de-
fect. The defensive works,’ viewed
from  the higher level of the gardens,
merely constituted a paradise of wall-
fruit,” wherein peaches, nectarines,cher+
ries and figs and the rarest varieties
of plums and apples were not only
éhielded from inclement winds but
basked in every hour sunshine.

Arthur Leigh descenided to the cro-
quet-lawn by a, broad flight of steps.
This lawn was the first of three broad
ribands of turf ‘that ran darallel to
the front of the house. The ‘second,
a. narrower strip, was a bowling green
an dthe third held a full-sized lawn-
tennis court. Below the 1ast was sit-
uated the rose-garden. These terraces
were so deftly graduated fhatall were
visible from the dwelling-rooms and
balcony, thg each was shielded from
its neigl by creeper-laden pergo-
las and ps of ewergreens. To the
left of tife croquet-lawn stood the flag-
staff méund, its base shrouded with
azaleas and many species of flowening
shrubs. | A path passing between the
mound and the house led to the sta-
bles, -which adjoined the main court-
yvard and carriage entrance at the
rear. . 1

It was! in the mind of the man who
had so unexpectedly: come into pos-
session of this fairyland that he wouid
visit the stables  while there was
enough light to permit a close exam-
ination of his grandfather’s pets. He
had actually turned into the path, and
would have reached the back of the

branch of a briar rose knocked this ci-
gar out of his hand. He was looking
at the flagstaff, and wondering what
loyal instinct had moved Jenkins to
hoist a Union Jack there in honor Of{
his home-coming, and his next step,
crushed the cigar hopelessly.

There is .a Provencal legend that
credits the briar family with uncanny
knowledge of humean affairs. Leigh
had read of it, and attributed its'or-
igin to the close poetic association of
roses and -lovers—for the bmiar is the
mother of all roses, and love is the
only reallly serious affair in Provence.

He remembered the pretty conceit
afterwands, but he gave not the slight-
est thought to it then. Going back to
the dining-room, he secured the case
he had left on the table, and lighted
another cigar. |

Jenkins happemed to be in the room.
With the privilege of an old servant,|
he was solicitous for his master’s wel-
fare.

“I wouldn’t be too far from the house,
sir,”” he sald. ‘“We are in for a thun-
derstorm.”

From the balcony Leigh looked to
the bad-weather quarter, where the
distant line of the channel had' shone
so bright a few minutes earlier. The
water was almost black now, and a
sullen bank of cloud was rising in the
west. »

‘“By Jove, I think you are night,”” he
cried.. “That explains the snltry feel-
Ing in the air. But I am only going to
the stables. If a shower comes on, I
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The coloring in 'the -landscape was
80 deepened and intensified by the
cloud effect that he paused again to’
drink in its. marvelous timts. A gust
of cold air sighed up from the valley,
and stirmed the topmiost branches of the
giant elms into fretful life. The fir
cones rustled uneasily. ' A blackbird
flew ' the length of the bhowling-green
with: startled clutter and hasty wings.
Then brooding silence reigned again,
and from the unseen road far beneath
came the quick 'panting of a motor-
car driven at hjgh speed.

It stopped suddenly. ' Leigh fancied
that it had halted at the junction of
the private road with the main thoro-
fare. [

“‘Someone icomiing here,”’
alloud.
be?” g

A shrill ccream answered-him. A se-
cond time that ominous summons came
from the leafy depths, and he was not
one who could hear a woman’s plaint
unmoved.

‘““There has -been an accident on the
highro#ad,”” he shouted -to Jenkins over
his shoulder.  ‘Call some of the men.”

Running down -the steps and across
the lawn,. he heard the butler’s loud
warning - that the door leading from
the rosery was locked. He waved a

the said
“Now, who -in the world can it

can return by the courtyard.”

hand to show, that he understood. Bars

of iron and triple oak would not trou-
ble him at all, unless some genius had
discovered and destroyed - his own
particular means of eluding the vigi-
lanceof the abbey's guardians.

From- one of the side walls of the
rose - gardens projected a quaint
gargoyle. Originally intended to
carry, rain from the roof of a chap:zl,
it had been placed by the eighteenth-
century builder high in the walls, as
an orpament. It was a fearsome cari-
caturé of a Benedictine monk, thru
whose “tremendous mouth many a
shower must have spouted when the
abbey flourished. A stout ivy tree pro-
vided | an excellent ladder to the gar-
goyle’'s broad back. Thence it was an
easy matterto gain the top of the wall,
and a ponderous oak, growing beyond
the glass-created” boundary, threw one
huge ‘branch within reach.

Many a time had Arthur Leigh used
that airy passage in his youth. It of-
fered by far the speediest, because of
the most direct, means of entering. or
leaving the abbey grounds. Even a~w,
as he ram, he could see that the oak
had not been lopped of that friendiy
arm. s

giving’ the alarm in
quarters, hurried after

Jenkins, first
the servants’

his master with the key of the postern

door, 'which opened directly on to:the |
drive before it took a wide circuit thru |
the rocks. But Leigh had vanished.
The puzzled butler forced .the lock
with considerable .difticulty, and rgob- :
bled after the gardeners who had rush- .
ed out at his cry. ! ;
By that'time the athletic owner of
Abbey Manor was ¢rashing thru the !
brushwood at the foot of a cliff. He
know each twist and turn of the oak's
great limbs and trunk, and dropped to
the ground as safely as if he were
speeding down a staircase. Onece
among the trees, he took a bee-line;,
and was in the open highway before
the first’ man from the servants’ -hall
had covered the length of the dnive.

A somewhat unexpected sight met
his eyes. =

Clos to his feet on the grass at the
gide of the road, lay a lady’s bicycle,
Some ten yards farthér away stood
a motor-car. A man i the leather
uniform of a chauffeur was making
frantic efforts to re-start the engine.
Apparently, if the rider of the bicyele
were injured, she had been lifted into
the limousine. .

“Que diable, Gustave, why lose 80
much time?” cried a volos from the
interior.

Continued Next Sunday.
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When the Earth Passes

Halley’s sComet is now coming on with
a rush, getting perceptibly brighter every
week,
course while in the neighborhood of the

earth and the sun gives the startling re-’

sult that it will probably strike the earth
on the eighteenth of May, in the forenoon.

But it will be rather a swishthan a
blow, -since it will be dealt by the tail
of the comet at a distance of more than

and the latest calculations of its-

13,000,000 miles from its head.

act of crossing the face of the sun, on
its retreat from perihelion, and the earth
will be somewhat in the position of an
unlucky fly which has got in the way
of the tail of an excited horse whirling
round’ its tying post.

Let us say ‘at once that serious

no
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The -comet at.that time will be in the

i The

| of
| spectroscepe had
| and
| nature of the substances composing such
| bodies.
| some of them, in addition to the hyvdrogen |
| and carbonic gases, is sodium.
| also shown the presence of iron, but enly |
| those that go very close to the sun, which
It |

consequences are to be apprehended. If
it were the head of the comet that met
the earth it might be a different story;
but the tail is composed only of gases
and electrified particles, and the chances
are that if the anticipated collision. oc-
curs (and Father Searle, who has made
the ealculation, and other astrenomers
think - ft" extremely likely) we may be
totally unaware of what is happening un-
less certain scientific observations reuder
the results apparent.

At a distance of 13,000,000 miles from
the comet's head the substancé of the
tail must be in a very attenuated state,
and while the atposphere may be filled
with the gaseous particles, it is’ probable
that there will be no visible evidence of
their presencesccertainly not on: our side
of the earth, which will then be_in the
full daylight, and most likely "hot even
on the othet side, where night will pre:
vail. . That: ether side will, of’ course, be
screened from the direct effects of the
encounter, but since the tall will extend
away to unknown. millions of miles be-
you the earth, and since the!latter will
be in the midst of it, the night sky might
be expected to .show some evidence of the
presence of tthe electrified besom sweep-
ing thru the sky and passing gigantically
over the earth.

One effect - which might reasonably be
expected is some kind of electric disturb-
ance in the atmosphere of the nature of
a magnetic stoim,
great displays of the Aurora Borealis.
particles in a comet's tail are be-
lieved to be driven away from the direc-
tion of the sun by streams of! negatively
electrified fons emanating from the solar
disturbances. Such ions encounter the
earth more or less at all times, producing
a negative charge in the ypper air, but
when they are attended by the gasedus
particles of a comet’'s tail the total effect
of their introduction into the earth’s-al-
mosphere may be something unexpected.

The cometary gases are mostly hydro-
gen and various kinds of carbonic com-
pounds; the precise nature and propdr-
tionis of which vary with different
comets. Prof. Pickering is quoted as say-
ing that among the gases probably ex-
isting in the tail of Halley's Comet, acety-
lene will be included. But, in fact, aimost

nothing is yet known of the actual com- |
position of this comet, since at the time |
the |
invented, |
the ! =cif

last visit, in 1835,
not vet been

were ignorant

its nrevious

astronomers of

Nne of the other gases found in

Some have

does not happen with Halley’s Comet.
is probable, then, that it will be only a
little hydrogen, and , various carbonic
gases that will' be introduced, on this
ocecasion, into the alr; and those in
quantities so minute (relatively) that we

like those that attend!

who have to breath them, after they
will notice no effect whatever.

Still, the whole subject is a matter of
conjecture, since such an experience_ is
almost without precedent, and| the scien-

tific observations made at the time will
possess ithe highest possible in t. This
expected encounter is a reali
dream that has often
of writers,
The possible chem 1
itroduction of come
atmosphere
guessed| at and the tremca:
of such effects made by Edgar
in ‘his !'Eiros and Charmion,”

y
effeets

nas

| quoted In scientific books not as

ing any scientific value, but as

cation of the nature of what might nhap-
pen.. Poe pictures a great comet as €n-
countering the earth somewhat as Hal-
ley's is now expected to do, and destroy-
ing all life by the lotroduction into the

gases into | s

| heaven

| Aidenn, .I shudder while 1 speak.
| moment

air of a superbundance of oxygen, which,

have sunk to our level in the atmosphere, ] catching fire, sweeps the earth with a

flame of inconceivable heat. The dis-

embodied spirt of Eiros tells the story of
thé earth’'s last day to Charmion:

“That tenuity of the comet, which had

previously inspired us with #&ope, wak now
ss of

we

of

air.
all men;

¢ and, with
outstretched

toward the threatening

they trembled and shrieked
But the nucleus of the

now upon us—eveén I

aloud.,
was

For- a
there was a wild lurid light,
alone, visiting and penetrating all things.
Then—let us bow down, Charmion, be-
fore the excessive majesty of the great
God!—thgn there came g shouting and
pervading sound, as if from the mouth
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itself of HIM, while the whole inéumbent
mass of ether in which we existed burst
at once into a species of intense flame,
for whose surpassing brilliancy and all-
fervid heat even the angels in the High
Heaven of pure knowledge have no name,
Thus ended all.”

It will be observed that Poe finally
makes the comet's nucleus touch the
earth, a thing that may possibly happen
with ‘'some future comet, but wnich can-
not happen 'in the case of the comet of
Halley. As already said, we shall be more
than 13,000,000 miles from the comet’'s
head' when ‘the tail sweeps over the earth.
There: is also no - scientific reason for
supposing that any gases introduced irnto
the atmosphere would catch fire. Their
quantity alone would bé ‘so slight that
danger  from. that source could hardly
exist, even if they were of the most in-
flammable nature. Besides, after 1the
time when Poe wrote an actual encounter
of the earth with .a comet's tail is be-
lieved to" have occurred. ‘

This| was. in_ 1861, when®a great comet
swung, as Halley's is now expected to do,
betweeén the earth and the sun, swishing
its long tail over the globe, and the only
consequenge noticed was a, slight misty
light in the air op the night $ide of the
earth. | It may be remarked that the por-
tion, of the tail of the comet of 1861 that

is supposed to have passed over the earth
was situdted at
from the comet’s head as will be that of
Halley's comet. The earth, however, did
not passg centrally thru.the tail,
far as| that is concerned, it is not likely
to pass centrally -on the present occasion.
The déeper the earth is buried in the tail
the denser the latter is likely to be. It
is conceivable thet we might pass thru
a portion dense enough to produce other
effects than those imagined by Poe. Some
of the constituents of our atmosphere,
such ‘as argon, are relatively very small
in quantity, and yet their importance to
life may be much greater than we know.
8o a small quantity of comentary gas in-
troduced into . the atmosphere, under
special circumstances, might have effects
that could hardly be anticipated. This
is not ‘Hkely, but it is possible. Among
the effects which it has been supposed
might 'be produced by the .passing of a
comet’'s tail over the earth is the in-
troduction of particles of matter serving

as the nuclel of dust &yoh, slowly des-
cending to the surfaces would produce

- | physiological effects-of the nature of in-

| fluenza. But this, presupposes a eon-
| siderable quantity of such dust. Ail things
t considered, it is probable that the only
resultsy, of the expected encounter -that
{can be detected will be of an electrical
character, and here we are.too much. in
the dark to make any precise predictions.

The duration of the phenomenon, if it
actually occurs, /i likely to be brief—a
few hours at the most., Halley's Comet
travels in a direction nearly opposed to

about.theé same distance |

and, as |
| and the head *of the comet at,

Through the Tail of Halley’s Comet—By Gatret P, Serviss

that of the earth in its orbit, so that the.
earth gnd the sweeping taill will ‘meet
each otzmr, the tail moving more rapidly
than the earth. If we pass thru the edge
only, the phenomenon may be over in a
hour or so, but if we go deeper it will,
of course, last longer. The breadth of the
tail, 13,000,000 miles from the comet's head,
may be half a miilion miles.

This appears to be the first time that
guch an accident has heppened with Hals
iey's Comet. Its apparitions,, every three-
quarters,.of a century, have now been .
traced back of ‘the .beginnin of the
Christian era, but on all previous visits,
altho it has inspired greati terror, it has
kept at a respectful distance from us. It
may be expected to present a magnificent’
appearnce in the sky before and after its |
tail has swept over the earth, first ip | 1
morning and afterward in the g
sky. During its passage across the face
of the sun it will, of course, be invisible,
because it will not be bright enough to be:
reen against the brilllant background of
the sun. If it were veny near the sun at
the time it would probably be seen jutz
before and after the passage, llke &
white-winged bird beside the orb of day.
This was ‘the appearance of the great
eomet of 1882, which passed over the gun's
disk at the moment when it was in peri-
hellon, and consequently was very close
to the sun's globe, but the perihe of
Halley's. Comet will. ‘have ' occiuled a
month heforélthe mezting with the ‘earth.
Wnen the comlet of 1882 passed across the
sun’'s Tace the!tail was dirécted in such
a way that it #Ad not encounter the earth,
e time
was almost in contact with' the fiery
surface of the sun, A Halley's Comet will
be about 80,000;000 miles from the sun's
surface when the tramsit occurs, but the:
tail will be directed toward the earth ine
stead of streaming past it at a great dis-
tance 2s happened with that of the other
comet, - 3 :

Recent reports have spoken of a brilllant
phower of meteors in conmection with
Halley’'s Comet.. That there may be
meteors travelling”in its track is very
probable, hut.they will not be yisible at
the time of the encounter betwéen the
earth . and the comet's tail, ‘'Chey ma
follow along about a year later, travel«
ling in the track pursued by the comet.
Meteors, at l¢ those which appear in
swarms, a now known to be the debris
of comet wd it is Hkely that Halley's
has its :A:h-m.i&:nﬂ of this kind as well
as the otrers. Bince its last previous re-
turn, nearly cnty-five vears ago, the
comet has suffered * perturbations by
Jupjter and some of the other greéat outey
plarfets, to which we owé /its threat of
switching us during its present visit, and
the same infjuences may have the ree
sult of throwing -its meteroic followers
across our track. Such a phenomenon
would bé likely to furnish a more specs
tacular displey: than.the encounte:ﬂq !
ite tall X,




