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'WaitS*t Word S Td’Borden’s F uthg Action

TECOICRLES
THRENTENTO WRERK
. PEPUBLIGAN PLANS

‘fay If Any Mo&ification of
Article Ten of Pact They
Will Take Action.

MAY START FILIBUSTER

Washington, Feb. 29.—Republican
genators irreconcilably opposed to the’
peace treaty took vigorous measures
ggain today to ‘block dany modifica-
tion of the article 10 reservation which
wus adopted last November and whicn
has since proved the greatest barrier
to all compromise negot.ations,

An entireiy new turn in the treaty
fightl. will be manifest in the senate
tomorrow as the result of President
statement to a Democratic
senator that he would pigeonnole the
treaty if the Lodge reservation on axti-
fcie 10 should be adopted. Urgent
pleus are being made to many of the
#irreconcilable” Republicans, K to come
#n and’ vote for ratification of
Lodge reservations as a matter of
puarty politics.

The “irreconcilables” are being told
that they will be perfectly safe, be-
cause the president wiil pigeonhole
the treaty anyway, but that if rati-
fication by the senate can be forced
the president will be put in the posi-
tion of killing the treaty because he
gould not have his own way.

Serve Ultimatum

Feeling that the Repunlican leaders,
unable to obtain enough voles 0
ratify the treaty with the reservation
unchanged, might consent to gome
modification, the irreconcilables served
notice thru Senator Borah, Republi-
can, of Idaho, that unless the pro-
vision were kept as it stands they
would reserve liberty of action when
consideration of the treaty is resumed
tomorrow. o o

The new ultimatum was presented
directly to the party leader, Senator

of Massachusetts, who is ex-

'pectod" to' confer with his colleagues

oa the subject tomorrow. The votes
of the irreconcilables have been count-
ed on to insure a majority for the
Republican reéservation program, as
was the case in November, and the
lntve today Is expected to receive
~ery serious consideration.

Jjust what the irreconcilables might do
to wreck the plans of the Republican
leaders was not revealed. It was sug-
gesced, however, that if they chose to do
8o the irreconcilable group might easily
debate the‘treaty at such length that
ection could be blocked until the as-:
sembling of the national political conven-
tons. That result, -would preclude any
ycesibility of ratification -until the iseue
had been fought out in the gampdaign.

When the senate takes up the treaty
ugain tomorrow it will have before it
the reservation relating to settlement of
domestic questions under the league ot
raticns. By unanimous agreeme:lt
roached Saturday a vote on this
rrevision is to be taken at 2 p.m., un®®
uniess the plans of the leaders miscarry
it will be adopted in the same form as at
the last session of congress.

Many senators predicted tonight that
¢ ne actual filibuster developed the en-
\.re list of reservations would be disposed
.f and a vote taken on the treaty itsalf
within the next 10 days.

GERMANY PREPARES
~ T0 TRY CRIMINALS

Asaeml;ly to Open Today De-
bate on Bill Providing
for Procedure.

'

Berlin, Peb. 29.—The national as-
gembly tomorrow will open debate on
iiv new bill relating to the trial o1
“war criminals.” 'The measure woula
cinpower the supreme state attorney
io propose to the punishment tri-
unal the discontinuance of any pros-
wcution if the attorney should be
convinced that there is no ground for
tue public accusation of any person.
it also would provide for the resump-
iion of proceedings aga.nst any per-
son, even after a trial resulting in
wcquittal, and for the rehearing of
cases of persons convicted when the
sentences are clearly disproportionate
«2 the seriousness of the offences.

HOLD UP RAILWAY ORDER

Means There Will Be :-=== in
Commutation Rates for
a Month.

Montreal, Feb, 29.—G. T. Bell, pas-
senger traffic manager of the Grand
Frunk Railway, received a telegram
on Saturday from Ilon. ¥. B. Carvell,
¢halrman of the board of railway com-
missioners, instructing him that all
proposed tariffs providing for inereas-
.:}J rates on commutation and trip
tickets were ordercd suspended until
the conclusion of the present investi-
‘_~",:'.l!0n Into the tariffs in this regard
now heing carried on by the railway
commission.

Similar instructions were sent to Mr.
Flintoft of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
Way. and instructions have been pass
fu on to all passenger and ticket
ugents in the ereas affected, notify-
ng hem that the old rates must stand.
Thigis taken to mean tiat there will
'2 10 increase in conunuters’ rates for

‘east 4 monti

-the,

Secretary Lane Expresses View
Of Official Washington' Ability

Says It Contains Statesmen Who Are Politicians and
Politicians Who Are Not Statesmen, and
Is Poorly Organized.

cabinet.

. ‘Washington, Feb. 29.—Official Washington, *“a combina-
tion of political caucus, drawing-toom and civil service bureaus,”
containing “statesmen who are politicians and politicians who
are not statesmen,” is’ poorly organized *for its task, which
“fewer men of larger capacity would do better.” »

Such is an epitome of the views of Franklin K. Lane, retir-
ing secretary of the-interior, expressed in a characteristic parting
report to the president on the occasion of leaving public life to-
day after more than 20 years’ service—the last “seven in the

'

COURSE OF FEDERAL SESSION -
HANGS ON RESULT OF MEETING
" OF COLLEAGUES WITH BORDEN

Reid and Calder to Interview Premier in City of Washing-
ton — Latter May Announce Retirement — Much Y
Speculation About a Successor.

5 OMLY PARTIAL

Directors of VQﬁous Systems
Report to Premier Situation
Is Rather Favorable.

PROVISIONING ASSURED

————?u—

Paris, Feb. 29.—Fremier Millerand
this m ng convened the heads of
the ministries attected by the railway
»rike and the directors of the com-
panies, who submitfed reports of con-
ditions on their lines. The director
of the Paris, Lyons and Mediterranean
system announced that there had been
a marked relaxation in the situation
since Friday, especially on the Paris-
Marseilles line. He said the improve-
ment was accentuated yesterday, not-
ably at Dijon, where 27 trains were in
service. . The :diréctor claimed that
this number cou&d“be increased to 82
today. / §

The director of the eastern line said
that road's sub ) service was in a
critical condition, but showed signs of
improvement. The director. of the nor-
thern line said that, contrary to press
reports, freight service on his road was

| not delayed, and goods sent to the

Ottawa, Feb. 29.—(8pe~rial.)—The fu-
ture of ‘the parliameéntary session
lurgely hinges upon the word that Hon.
J. D. Reid and Hon. J. A. Calder bring
back from New York. These two min-
isters are meeting Sir Robert Box:den
upon his arrival from England. Toeir
colleagues hope that they wili bring to
Ottawa a satisfactory report upon the
condition of the premier’s health and
a message to his followers from Sir
Robert himself.

It is hoped that the prime minister
will agree to withhold his- resignation
it nis followers desire him to do so
and that ne will be able to resume his
seat in the hguse before the ciose of the
session. . Thére is little doubt but that
the ‘Unionist caucusg-. to -be. ca '
the near future will request the me
minister to continue in office and
pledge their support during his ab-
sence.

resignation and in that event the cau-
cus will have to choose the successor.
Possibie Successors,

A majority of the cavinet are said
to favor Sir Thomas White, while a large
number of the Unionists memuye:s of par-
dament are favoravie to the ambiuons
of Hbn, Arthur Meighen, Hon. N. W.
Rowell has many supporters and Hon. J,
A. Caldger and Sir denry Drayton ars
favorably mentioned. Hon. T. A, Cremr,
leeder of the farmers’ party, visitad the
chambey of the house this morning and
exprecsed himself pleased with the seat-
ing Aarrangements by which he and iis
tollowers are grouped together on the
opposition mde, but apart trom the Lih-
eral members. Twelve seats have al-
ready Leen allotted in this colony, and
it is likel, that Messrs. Buchanan,
CamplLell, vis and Douglas, who have
veen alloted seafs on the government
side, will join the farmers’ group when
the house opens tomorrow. The debat2
on the address will 'be opened tomorrow
afternoon by Maj. Hume Cronyn of Lon-
don, who will move the address, seconded
by Mr. McGregor of Pictou, N.B. Then
Hon, Mackenzie King will speak,
will be followed by Sir George Fouter.

What Canadian Press Says.

Ottawa, Feb. 29.—(By Canadian Press.)
—The departure of Hon. J, A. Calder,
minister of immigration and'colonization,
| for Washington, and the knowledge that
| Hon. J. D. Reld, minister of railways,
| was waiting in that city to meet Sir
Robert Borden on his arrival from Eng-
land, have raised anew the gossip as to
the continuance of Union government and
the leadership. It is =ztill expected that
these two questions will come before a
caucus to be held very soon, but the date
of that gathering has not yet been set,
and in some circles it is intimated that
it will not be decided,until the return of
Hon. J. A. Calder from his conference
with the premier and Dr. Reid. The lat-
ter is returning to Ottawa after spending
some weeks in ¥lorida for the benefit of
his health.

Free in Discussion.

Members are fairly free in discussinn
of the leadership and the feeling seems
to be growing that Sir Robert Borden
wilt not dgain don the mantle of leader-
ship, bpt that he is only the nominal
tiead of the party at present. It is in-
timated that if a choice is made of a
house leader by caucus, the man chosen
will be the one likely to succeed Sir
i¢hert whenever his resignation does
tuke effect.

1went, who -are ou:-

party, are charging
thsz prime ministe: ith indecision, and
also with having ucted as he did in
| order to stave off & bud égituation. Some
| of them claim thut Sir Robert had al-
lr« ady chosen the man to succeed him,

| but tbat his choice did not fit in with O
the ideas of certain other members in V »

A0

There is,:however, the possi-|
kility that Sir Robert may insist on his |

und | i
l Melbourne, Feb. 29.—8ir Ronald C.|
! Munro-Ferguson,

the cubinet. 1t is intimated in th2se
c.réles that the man named. by Sir
Robert as his choice to succeed him was
Hon, .J. A. Calder, formerly 'the king-
pin of Saskatchewan Liberals, who -8
now conferring with him in New York.
Contenders for Premiership.

Other . contenders for the premiership,
it is now stated, are -narrowed down
chiefly to Hon, Arthur Meighen, minisie
of the interior, and Sir Henry Draytom,
minister of finance, but there is also
Hon. N. W. Rowell, president of the
privy council, to be considered. In the
case of Mr. Melghen, it is feit that, while
he is the logical man for the post, he has
too'many men against him for past alleg-
ed offences of omission and - conmnission,
Sir Henry Drayton, on the other hand, is
without a political past, and. if the choice
of a leader can be delayed until he has
had time to.prove himself«n-the houee,
there might be a strong drive ' In
favor. The return of Sir Thomas White:
is hardly being hoped for even by his
friends. 5

Should ana election be precipiiated by

markets were arriving regularly. He
asserted that the northern carried 5000
persons yesterday to the races at
Enghien. .

The Orleans system, according to its
director, ran. eleven trains between
Paris and Bordeaux yesterday, and
fpod supply trains are being moved
satisfactorily. Isdlated attempts to
damage the limes had been foiled, he
declared. The director of the state
lines reported that service at Mont
Parnasse was normal on the main
lines, while the gituation was station-
ary at Saint Lazare, Men quit work
at some provincial centres like Char-
tres and Saintes,” but the situation at
Dieppe and Havre, he said, was good.

The personnel at Rouen refused to
strike, and on. the southern’ system,
except for ‘the.warkshops at Bordeaux,
the position’ sfavorable. The per-
sonnegl,. at. refused to
strike. :

. : ion Favorable. —

The confer:

reports of the directors of,the rail-

the defeat of the governiment on any one
of the questions com®wg before the com-!
mons, the situation would be even more|
interesting, Either Sir Robert’ Borden|
would have to return or a successor be)
chosen on the spur of the moment, or thc,
formation of a new government woulid ;
have to besleft to the parties defeating;
the government. The call from the gov-(
ernor-general might then be given to
Hon. Mackenzie King to form a govern-
ment and go before the people for their
approval.

AUSTRALIA AWAITS |
PACT RATIFICATION,

Mandate for Administration |
of Former German Colonies

Has Been Delayed.

the governor-gener- |

{al, in opening the commonwealth par- |

liament Thursday, said that an early.
decision by the United Statesito share |
the responsibilities of the league .of|
nations was earnestly to be lioped for.'
A mandate for the commonwealth to,
administer the territories captured by,
the Australasian forces had
been delayed by . the postpone-
ment of ratitication of the |
treaty with Germany, he added, but|
ite early issue was expected and legls-§
lation would be provided for adoptlon{

-of the mandate. ‘

Englehart Meeting to Name ,
Conservative Protectionist |

Cobalt, Feb. 28.—Tle purg C f ‘
convention' called for !
in Englebart is not to select a govern- |
ment candidate to fight the federal
by-election in Timiskaming in Apcil,
butl is to choose a Conservative pro-
tectionist, it was stated in local Con-

rative quarters today.

APPOINTED BY C.P.R. E

1

fontreal, Feb. 20.—G. M. Bosworth, |

chdirman of the Canadian Pacific
Ocean Services, Limited, has issued a
cireular appointing Geo. Wood auditor
the Canadian  Pacific Ocean Ser-
effeciive March 1.

Premier Nitti and J;go-Slav Envoy
Reopen Adriatic Negotiations

ivincial election when

roads showed the situation as a whole
to be rather favorable, with provision-
ing assured. -In order to maintain the
present stocks of coal, several econo-
mies {n the use of fuel have been or-
dered. Cafes and public establish-
ments ‘will be cloged at 10 p.m., with
dhe exception of theatres and moving
picture houses, which are permitted to
remain open until 11 o’clock. The
subways will stop running at 11.30
p.m. Other coal restrictions in effect

during the war will again be put into |

force.

DR. C. GORDON HEWITT DIES

Ottawa, Feb. 29. — Dr. C. Gordon
Hewitt, Dominion entomogolist,
tonight.

UIBOR VUGN
OPEN AR ON ..

Scull .as
But

Farmers Choose Wm.
Federal Nominee,
L.L.P. Protest.

PROPHESY HIS DEFEAT

St. Catharines, Feb., 28.—A langely-
attended convention ¢of United pauin-
ers nere yesteraday cnose Wilkam
Scull of Jordan as the.ar Domimiof
candiaate tor Lunculn, which also in-
cluaes St. Catharines.

I'ne proceed:ngs were enlivened by
an open declarauion of war from *“he

several re- |

presentatives of tne county organiza-

| ion besng in the room.

President McAninch of Lincoln
County I. L. P. dec.ared that he saw

were agreed that the

-

FRENCH RETREATING
IN ASIA MINOR?

London, Feb. 29.—An Exchange
_Telegraph despatch from - Cairo
announces that Turks and Arabs
have occupled Alexandretta, - In
southeastern Asla Minor. This, It
is belleved, may Indicate that the
French forces in-this reglon are
. steadily retreating before enemy
concentrations on the Aintab-
_Marash line.

WORK OF COMMONS

" START LONG DEBATE

Ottawa Discussing Outcome
of Session—Racing Legis-
lation is Anticipated.

' TALK OF ELECTION

Ottawa, Feb. 29. — (By Canadian
Press) — The real work of the com-
mons will begin tomorrow with the
moving of the address in reply to the
speech from the throne, when the
hpuse opens fomorrow afternoon at 3
o’clock. &

Just what may transpire in the ses-
sgion once it is really under way is a
matter about which there is at j)res-
ent much conjecture. Members on
.their arrival for the opening were all
seeking information rather than im-
parting any, Many of them seemed
agreed that the chief point to be set-
tled is that of leadership and con-
| tinuance of the Unionist party. There
is still the expectation that 'these
questions will be discussed in a gov-

ernment caucus very shortly.
Rumors of Elecc.on,

There I8 a fear in some quarters that
tere may be 'u -defeat of the govern-,
meiit -on domie lone “of the' "Guestions’
whick comeé before the house, but the
average member appears to feel that the
sovernment ‘will weather the  sessfoa.
Hcwever, with the passing of a fran-
cHlge act, as outlined in the .speech from
the throne on Thursday, it I8 expected
that an election might follow soon efter
tha diseolution of the house.

It is anticipated that as the session
progresses it will bring on some warm
debzte. The oppeosition members are
wlréady filing a Iist.of questions which
are likely to bz productive of interesting
incments in the house. G. Parent of
Quebec has given notice that he will
aslic whether the government intends
abolishing the board of commerce or giv-
:ng it sufficlent powers to deal with the
intcrests which at present appear to be
c¢halienging its authority.

There is also the intimation that these
questions mway bring ebout .the puplica-

tion ‘of the letters in regard to Judge

luomon's resignation which, so far, have

died |

| eagerly, us

been withkeld.

Two Important - Bills,
franehize act is. being awalited
also -is the bill incorporating
| the government's mereantile marine and
naval plans, On the former, it s cor-
tan that vcere will be a hot fight, but

The

{ the contents ¢f the prgposed bill are, &0

for, heing very closely guarded.

The Rutherford racing and betting re-
port isx also to come  before parliament
this eession snd legislation based there-
on is cxpected to be in effect to jzovern

| mcet  i{ not all of the spring race ineet-

ings which- have been, advertised. The

| report of Dr. J. G. Rutherford, the com-

| no authentic statement
. tents is being made, it is

|

niissioner, is now understood to be In
e hands of the government, an:d while
ag to its con-
understood
to recommend cutting down both the
numier of tracks and the total days of

COMMENCES TODAY; |

at 5.30 o'clock

To Owners Under Important Restrictions

GOVERNMENT CONTROL ENDED:
U.S. RAILWAYS RETURNTODAY

T0 OPERATION BY COMPANIES

What Act Prpvides

The railroad act, which goes
into effect today, provides for
competitive private operation of
the roads, under control of the
Interstate €ommerce Commission,
with a guaranteed net income in
each rate-making group equiva-
lent to 6 1-2 per cent. on the
value of the roads in the group;
the creation of a railroad labor
board to settle labor disputes;
permissive consolidation of rail-
road lines, and certain financial
arrangements enabling the rail-
roads to tide over the transition
period. Existing rates, wages and -
governmenta]l réntal guaranty are
‘to continue until September 1.
After September 'l the Interstate
Commerce Commission is to fix
rates which for two years must
allow 5 1-2 per cent. profits. The
roads have ten years in which to
refund their indebtedness to the
government, a revolving fund of
$300,000,000 ~ is created for the
, transition period, and an addition-
a] $200,000,000 is appropriated to .
wind up the affairs of the rail-
road ,adminlstratlon.

CHECK OVERSEAS

STOCK LIQUIDATION

Sir Henry Drayton "Expects

Settlement of Situation
Within a Day.

Montreal, Feb.
Press.)—Interviewed on Saturday by

a representative of The Montreal Ga-
zette, in connection with the effért
being made to check the flood of over-
seas liquidation of Canadian stocks,
Canadian 1mwin-
ister of finance, said that these Tan-
adian securities, owing to the falling
-value.of the pound sterling, Were now
Hesng dumped on the Canadlan market
and represented to 4 large extent the
Dominion.

Sir Henry Drayton,

working ‘capital of the
After extended conferences with bonc
dealers, stock brokers and bankcrs

the minister stated that if had been
determined that the sale of the securi-
held overscas on the Canadian
market must be discouraged, and as
far as possible stopped and effective
steps had been taken with this end

ties

in view in the direction of the finan-
c.ai channels thru which such trans-
actions take place.

System Depreciates Dollar.

Sir Henry added: “The purchase of
these long-date securities, in addition
to taking essential capital out of the
country, as settlements are made on
New  York,  stili further depreciates
tlie value of the Canadian dollar, taere,
and renders still more difficult trade
with the United States and the dis-
charge of our obligations in that
market.” %

‘As to the corfusion which has ex-
isted locally in respect to the action
decided on, Sir Henry stated that the
process of lining up the situation here
and elsewhere was being worked out,
and that the next 24 hours or so would
in all probability see the matter en-
tirely straightened out.

BORDEN EN ROUTE.

Halifax, N. 8., Feb. 20.—The Cunard
Carmania, 6n which Sir Rotert Borden
is a passenger, sailed for New York
oa $aturday after-

noon.

| racing allowed in each district.
|

Enforcement of Its Laws
Next Duty of Parliament

Ottawa, Feb, 29.—(Special.)—Pass- |
ing
ment to the discretion of the provin-|
cial governments, has long been the |
| vital weakness of our Dominion par-
| lamentary legislation. It is apparent
i in the breakdown of the recent legis-

in tnat convention an organized effort a¢ion designed to restrict profits and
on the part of the firmers to cut away | reduce the cost of living. The board of |

from the I. L. P.
didate in the field in the recent pro-
you

“We put a can- |

farmers | ment, It could make orders,

commerce was given wide powers of
| inquisition, but no powers of punish- |
but it |

were afraid to do 80,” sa.d Pres.dent| oou1q not enforce them. A'l it could |

and recognizes it every day in en-

ing, smuggling and offences against
the postal laws:. When, however, it
comes to dealing with other offences
it contents itself :with passing 'egis-
lation . without providing any means
or money for enforcing thée same. The
buck is passed to the provinces, and
there the matter rests,
Will Come Up in Parliament.

Beyond doubt, the mess in which the

board of commerce finds itself, and

McAnineh, “and today he has & 8¢ |qo was to report the offender With a|he general flasco which has attended
o 5 % petovecon mak.ng up one of ihe  stytement of the case to the attorney- | the effort to restrict profits and reduce
U. F. O. majority of four. Don’t th_mx! general of the province in which the ! iy cost of living will come before par-
you can do without the help of ihe| oerenger Jived. or where the offence| jiament at an early day. The govern-

Incependent Labor party,
can’t. If this conveantion chooses a

without first considering the
party, he will never be elected.”
Says Wait for Crerar, °
Willlam Scull, the nominese,

.reopening the " Adriatic discussions,
which thhe British and French pre-
miers advanced in their latest note to
President Wilson, was translated into
action today.

Premier Nitti of Italy and Anton
Trumbitch, Jugo-slav foreign minis-
ter, held a conference in London this
morning, which® was described as a
resumption of the “conversations”
| Premicr Nitti began with M. Trumb-
| iteh in Paris some time ago. The na-
| ture of the *“conversations” has not
| been disclosed, both the Italian and
Jugo-Slav delegations ' declining in-
form:t.on, but it is expected the coin-
ference will be continued tomorrow.

Premier Nitti will

F

leave for Rome |

London, Feb. 29.—The proposal for | the end of this week to attend parlia- {8¢. Catharines, a
| ment,

his further absence from the
deliberations of that body not being
considered advisable. Thc Associated

' Press has been given to understand !

that he will not return to London.
Some stir appears to have been
caused among ihe IJtallun delegation
by a report trom Washington, that
President Wilson would not accept the :
Anglo-French proposal for new nego-
tiations. |
The Italians are inquiring whether
there is gny truth in this report, and
whether; they may regard it as official.
On the Turkish and Russian ques-
tior~, the Italian delegates are stated
to 1% in eomplete agreement with the
allies. i

chosen on the third ballot by a ma-

{former barber and
real estate agent, who has recently
gone into farming. Both Scull and
McAvoy are former Liberals.  Scul
is president of the counly farmers’
organization.

Ex-Reeve Hamilton Fleming oi
North Grimsby took exception to tne
cluuse in the U. F. O. piatform favor-
ing the adoption of the rec.procity
pact of 1911, and declared that any
candidate who stood on that plank

.ntroduced a resolution to defer se- | defied the order of
‘ecting a candidate until Hon. T. A | Board of Railway Commissioners,

Crerar, teader of the United Farmers
of Canada, has declared upon
Tuit tar'ff ‘n his mew nat onal policy.
This was voted down.

e TR W

the | make fed gl ‘aw
’eﬂecﬂvo. The government reuegnized.

for you! wag committed.
| iJudge Robseon,
candidate no matter who he may D€ | 54 chairman of the board, was

who later resigned‘
keen |

Labor | enough to detect this weakness, altho

the other members of the board were |
not. A few days ago Commigsioners |

was!| 0'Connor and Murdock were going 1o |

it Eoan ol S Mok v a Lring Sir William Price to Ottawa in |
jority o over g ] y of

;rons, but. that genial millionaire is|
still- basking in the sunshine of Que-|
bec. He knows that he is in no great |
danger unless the Quebec government !
sees fit to go after him. i
Corporations Could Defy.

The Price Brothers case am-acte&j
widespread attention and brought |
matters to a crisis, but “there .were
othe s in which the board found itself |

| no less impotent. The big corporations |

i

could defy their orders in much the

| same manner as the Hamilton and |
could never be elected in Lincoln. Hc| Burlington Radial Railway a year ago |

the Dominion |

Federal enforcement of federazl law

is the only way to

his in enforeing the conscription act.'’

T

-

| ment will be pressed to change its| contents.

policy and undertake to enferce the
laws passed by the Dominion parlia-
ment. This is done in the United
States, where the attorney-general is
made responsible for the enforcing of
the law and is provided the means of
carrying on prosecutions. There are
also federal courts which deal with
offences against federal law.

The present government has simply
followed in the foosteps of previous
governments in not undertaking to en-

force the laws passed by partiament,’|
board of |

put the breakdown of .the
commerce and the fair prices act has
created a demand for some change in
policy. There would be great dissatis-
faction in the country if the govern-
ment gave up all-effort to control
prices and profits, but there is little
use in passing laws on the subject

i unless thne government takes the re-

sponsibility for enforcing such laws,
instead of passing the buck to the
attorneys-scneral of the various prov-

29.—(By Canadian

Wilson Signs Railroad Bill
- Restoring Private Owner-
" ship Under Largely New
Conditions — Corporations
No Longer Masters of
Bond Issues or Permitted
to Resist Labor Demands.

Washington, Feeb. 29.—President Wil-
son signed the railroad bill last night,
on the eve of the return of the roads
to their owners and to private opera-
tion. ;

In a proclamation issued at the time,
the president “vested in Walker D.
Hines, director-general of railroads,
practically all the powers conterred on
the executive by the bill: ‘He will con-
tinue to exercise such duties of the
oufice as carry on after the relinquish-.
ment of the roads at midnight tonight.

‘The White House also made public
the text of a letter written by Mr.
Wilson to the representatives of the
railroad brotherhoods, who have ask-
ed him to name a commission compos-
ed equally of employers and employes’
delegates to consider wage demands.
The presiden: tells the union men that
the railroad bill itself provides for a
bi-partisan board to act on wage ques-
tions. i

The rail systems of the United
States, operat8d as one great public
utility since Dec. 28, 17, were again
divided among their 230 respective cor-
pnrate owners when the government
released control at midnight. -Thus
property anfl equipment valued at ap-
proximately $20,000,000,000 changed
hands.

‘While all arrangements for formal
restoration of the roads to their own-
ers were completed Saturday, instruc-
tions were sent out today to operating
representatives of railroads, informing
them that they would report to “the

which resume control at 12.01 a.m.,
JMeapeh A o sk s o S

ent capacity until about May 1. He
still faces the settlement of thousands
of claims, contracts and grievances.

The reply given by President Wilson
to labor’s objections to the reorganiza-
. tion bill will be considered tomorrow
by the railroad union chiefs. All the
union executives who are here will be
called into conference for c(he purpose
‘of agreeing on a.public expression of
railroad labor’s attitude.

There was no indication tonight as
to sentiment among the leaders who
had read the president’s statement in
answer to their request that he with-
hold his approval from the bill. They
said they had stated their case and
that ‘until a policy can be determined,
they would remain silent as to future
action. ¥

Resume Days. of Competition

With the lines again under private
control, there will be almost imme-
diately a resumption of the ‘“days ot
competition.” Corporation heads have
been preparing for this *for several
months, :

The roads go back to private control
under largely new conditions, The
raffroad bill, signed last' night by the
president, gives the system certain
new privileges, but, as an offset, it en-
larges the interstate commerce com-
mission, both in power and personne].
The corporations no longer are maste:
completely of their bond issues nor are
they allowed to stand solidly against
lubor's demands, if not met by. arbi-
tration and negotiations beiween the
parties concerned go to the high court
provided in the biil and on which sit
in addition to labor and railroad re-
presentatives, public representatives
as well.

REID-BROWN FOUNDRY
SUFFERS BIG BLAZE

Fire, believed to have started from

laws, but leaving their cnforce- | forcing the laws against counterfeit- ; hot cinders falling on the roof of the

Reid & Brown Iron Foundry, 61 Espla- "
nade street, at 5.50 Sunday morning,
raged in the building for more than
one hour, with a loss of $20,000. - The
fire was discovered by Policeman
Skinner while making his rounds.
Skinner saw smoke coming from the
building, and he pulled the firc alarm
box. Sections from the downtown
halls, in charge of Deputy Chief Dun-
can Maclean, fought the fire, which
was a stubborn one to fight. A num-
ber of valuable wooden patterns were
destroyed, and the loss to buildings
was placed at $10,000 and $10,000 to
The loss is covered by in-
surance.

Manitoba First to Have
An Assessment Commission

|  Winnipeg, Feb. 29.—Manitoba will be
| the first provinece in Canada to have
| an assessment commission. In' con-
formity with  recommendations made
| by the assessment and taxation com-
' mission, the™ prévincial . government,
will set up an assessment commission
for Manitoba.

" International Comm’ssion
To Meet in Buffalo Téday

i Ottawa, Feb. 29.—(Specia,'.)—-’rhe'
| first session of the international joint
| commission on the St. Lawrence navi-
| gation and power proposals com-
‘ mences in Buffalo tomorrow, when in-

terested parties will preseny argu-

ments for and against the proposais.

proper officials of the corporations ®

Mr. Hineés will continue in his pres- '
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