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thought they were in love with me. and I
wouldn't take anything for the-experience.
Ur, she added innocently. " for the chances
that some day three or four more agreeable
young men may think thev are in love with
me. One learns by making mistakes—very
pleasantly."
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Her family sat in an affectionately earnest
row and adjured her—four married sisters
four bhssful brother-in-law, her attractive
stepmother, her father. She shook her pretty
head and continued sewing on the costume
she was to wear at the Oyster Bay Venetian
Fete and Go-cart Fair.

" No," she said, threading her needle and
deftly sewmg a shining, silvery scale onto the
mermaid's dress lying across her knees, "

I'll

take my chances with men. It's better fun to
love a man not intended for me, and make
him love me, and live happilv and defiantlv
ever after, than to have a horrid old machine
settle you for life."

"But you are wasting time, dear," ex-
plained her stepmother gently.

" Oh, no. I'm not. I've been engaged three
times and I've enjoyed it immensely. That
isn't wasting time, is it? And it's such fun
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