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Albtrtm. B«t u the BoUMia so mtljr rt-
miriM, Ik* ttkUitiea to* prMantM for a
7«imMr age tku that at which the ehild-
r«B u the More nvtAj settled portions of
the eraatry eaa attend lehool; beeidet the
aberigiaal popnlatioa ii inelnded in the eal-
ealatloae. A better tejt of the relation be-
tween educational faeilitiei and illiteracT ie
proTided by the Ublei of liteiaev of Can-
adian born male* orer 21: (the fignree for
the femalee not given). For any unsatisfact-
ory showing here onr own school system is
alone responsible as there has been practically
BO immigration from the other provinces in-
to Quebec. There were in all Canada 137,060
illiterate Canadian born males over 21, and
Quebece had over half of all these or 69,750;
Ontario with a considerably larger population
than Quebec had 26,516. Of Quebec's total
nnmber of Canadian born mries over 21 there
were 15.64 p.e. illiterate. It is possible
to worK ont the fibres foi the illiterate
voters. In all Canada there were 207,322 such
and Quebec's sbarej of theee was 75,843,
of whom 69,750 were a native product. Ont-
ario had 43,504 such voters, of whom 26,516
were the native product. Quebec's proportion
of the illiterate voters of the Dominion was
36% p.c. Surely something of this difference
IB due to the fact ths* for over two genera-
tions Ontario has had an attendance law
which has kept the boys in school so long
that they never in after life lapsed into the
clajB of illiterate voters.

'& is interesting to compare the percent-
age of illiteracy of some of the European
countries. These fieures were (btained 'rom
the Beport of the U. 8. Commission of Edu-
cation and the Statesman's Tear Book of
London. The figures are for 1910 or 1911.
Denmark had 0.54 p.c, Norwaj- and Sweden
each had 0.11 p.c, Switzerland" had 0.30 p.c,
Holland 4.0 p.c. and Prance 4.9 p.c. These
countries have had compulsory attendance
laws for many years. Russia had uo such
Ia«y; 61 p.c. of her population were illiterate.

At the outbreak of the war there was only
one country of alt Europe that had not
adopted Bu- 'i a law, namely Russia. Greece,
Rumania, Bulg -ia, Spain and Belgium had
all within a few years adopted such a law.

A school attendance law would necessitate
proTlalon for several thousanda of children
of fMeigners who have now no school rights.

In February 1915 a sub-committee reported
to the Protestant Committee on the education-
al facilities of the foreign element in Mont-
real; Mr. Howard Murray was convener of
this sub-committee. It found that there were
about 1000 children of Russians, Poles and
HnngBriane, 600 of Balparione, Roumaniaaa
and RuthenianB, 1000 of Qreeka and Syrians
and 1000 of other nationalities, or a total

of 3600 of these children of school age. For

all of tkfM ao lagal prorlaioa waa mad* ia
the school law, whleh was drafted bafote
these peoples eame to our eonatrjr. Matt ^f
those meatioaed above are mambcra of aHhar
the Oreak or Bnssiaa Orthodox OratelMj,
and according to the wording of oar othool
law are classed neither ai Bomaa Catholics'
nor as Protestants; they are not eoaaldorod
at all. No child of parents who ara momlMn
of these churches, has any legal rightk in the
schools, and therefore if admitted at all.ia
subject to the paymeat of a very heavy
school fee. It seems the usual praeUee with
both School Boards to demand a certifieate
either from the priest or pastor to eartify
that the particular children are eommnnic-
ants or attendants at a Church or Banday
School, before such children can be adoiitted
without feej. Practically none of them are
in the public schools. A few Chnrehea are
trying to carry on classes, particularly aight
classes, for yoUng people of these nationalities;
that is all that is being done. Their own
Churches in 1915 were doing no edueational
work. As regards the Italians, of whoqi there
were about 17,000 in Montreal at that time,
and about 1000 children, some woujd be foand
in the Soman Catholic Schools, being the
children of communicants. But this would not
account for all such children. ICr. Murray's
Committee thought thai, the total number of
foreign children in MontretU without reg-
ular school facilities would be aboct 8,000.
Here we see other defects of our school la**
laid bare; it was not planned to meet such a
situation as this. Both Roman Catholic and
Protestant School Boards have been unable
to undertake the permanent and free edaeat-
ion of these children. Within the last few
years both Boards have been hard pressed to
get accommodation for their own children
in view of the raoid increase of population
and the gro^vth of dietricits by annexations.
But that ia no reason for burking the whole
question till a more convenient season. In
the meantime a large population of foreign
children haj been growing to manhood and
womanhood in sheer iKiteracy and ignorance
of our ideals aud Canadian Civilization, and,
in some cases, without a speaking knowledge
of either of our official languages. Surely
such an alarming situation cannot be paral-
lelled in any self-governing Dominion of this

wide Empire. For the protection of us all

it must not be allowed to go on, particularly
as after the war it will get steadily and
hopelessly worse. A remedy must be found at
once by which they will not only be given
school rights but will be required to attend.

Your Committee waa not the first to find
out that the matter of school attendance in

this province presented serious . problems.
About ten years ago the Roman Qstholic
School Board of Montreal saw the serious-


