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hcrcTty,' and which in iu csucntiaU always wan umler
ilu- lontrol r ihi- synanogiu' at largf, may fairly Ik*

nuaniiil a* suih a i«>i. Nnw thir»- is no nanon to

(U)ubt that in it-* broad ouilinr;, thin liturny an far

as the Prayer Book in umicrnccl — has its origin in ihf

tarliist Tannaitit timrs, whilst artain |M)rti ins date

from the pre-Christian era, but it is at presi nt so ovti-

grown with additions and interjiolations, that the orig-

inal contents are hardly disiernible from the lonstant

accretions of siuceeding ages. The Talmud, and even
the Mishnah, (Mcasionally (|Uote some ancient liturgical

passages, ami these might prove useful in hel|)ing us

to fix their tlale.' Hut, unfortunately, it was not thought

necessary to give tluse quotations in full. They are

only cited by the word with which they begin, so that

we are left in uncertainty as to the exact contents of

the whok prayer, and have only guesses to re'y on.

Kven more embarrassing than these textual di.Ti-

culties are those defe* ts which are inherent in the

{K-culiar nature of old Rabbinic thought. .\ great

E^gli^il writ.T h;i-- rema.l.u; "that the true health of

a man is to have a soul without being aware of it ; to

be disjxwcd of by imjjulses which he does not criticise."

• See I. Elbogcn, Ctukuhte Jti A^htuhngthets, lircilau, 1903, 34,
note 4.

' See Sfhhnah TamiJ, 5 1. l\s,tihtm, nX „. Cf. Un.lshut S"? X"^r\

t.) the ."T-rr ,nri2tr, an.l Kll...Ktn. an (luotc.l alwve. See aliMi Schcch-
tcr'» note* to I'he M'uMnn of Hen Sir,, (cilitcd liy S. Schechter ami
f. Taylor), to .\XXVI 17 f (p. 60) ami LI !.< (p. 6<.), an.l J. (J. A:
10', p. 654.
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