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N pr.^st•ntiIl^r fi> tlio piiMic a trrdtisc like ilio prf.sriit, it would natiiriilly 1»e

rxju'ctcd thiit (lie mitlior sliould Htiile tho gidiind.s upon wiiicli Ik,- losts hia

claiiii to attoiitioii. With thin i-xpcrttition ho most cordially complies. Soon
lifter till! ])ul)lic!itioii of his "Sylva Americaim," in 18;i2, nt the solicitation,

not only of personal friends, hut with tiio cxpresse<l wishes of nnineroiis indi-

vidnals to whom ho was comparatively a stran-rer, ho nndertook the pro[)ara-
tion of a work on tho trees of this country, more complete and extensive in its character
than had hitherto been published. With this view, in connection with other pursuits,
he extended his lesoarchos by travelling and residing for a time in various parts of North
and South America, tho West Indies, JCurope, and Western Africa, whoro he availed
himself of the advantage of not only verifying or correcting tho observations which had
been made by others on tho trees of these countries, but examined them under variouu
conditions in a state of nature, as well as in nurseries and collections of tlu! curious.

in the year 1838, ho announced to tho public, through a " Memorial jiraying Con-
gross to adopt measures On- procurin- and preserving a supply of timber for naval pur-
poses," [Doc.2n,25fk Cunirrrsx, 2d yc.s.sion, Sniafr.] that he Imd conunenced the prop-
nration of a treatise f>n tiiis subject, setting forth tho course ho was pursuing and the
chief objects of inquiry; but (.wing to tho party strife and political warfare which ex-
isted at that period, he regrets to say that no action was taken in the matter beyond re-
ferring said memorial to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordering it to be printed.

In 18i;i, at tho roijucst of his friends, detinito proj)osals were issued by the author
for publishhig tho work in a popular form, and a large mimber of wealthy and public-
spiiited citizens profHired him their aid, to whom ho can not hero omit to acknowledge
his lasting obligations; but; owing to various causes which have unavoidably retarded
tho jiublication, it could not with propriety bo issu(;d before tho present time.
While complying with this request, he has read or consulted the works of all tho most

judicious authors on tho subject, both ancient and modern, with the view of giving a
concise account of such trees and shrubs as are cultivated or growing in America.'as
would interest the general reader, and, at tho same time, would jirovo econoniical and
useful to the artisan, the i)lanter, and to those interested in arboriculture, in a more ex-
tended sense.

The pictorial illustrations of this work have either been mad(> directly from drawings
after nature, or from accurate delineations already in existence, one figure representing
the general api)earance of each tree, and another of the loaf, flower, fruit, &c., in order
that the descriptions may be better and more clearly understood, and to render their
identity more certain.

Tho classification he has preferred to adopt is tho Nutinal Sij.shm, chiefly for the
sake of aiding in generalizing on the species ami varieties contained in each family or
tribe, which is in accordance with tho plan a.h.ptod by Professor Don, in " Miller's I


