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look to Jtirt foco ; but aa, contrary to the hn|>lt

of Uio Ijiire-huftilocl SinmoMo, ho couHtftutiv

wore it, lui Is drawn with it U|)on hi« ""««•

I possess i)ortralt»or hliu in Hcversil ilroMes.

but that wliicli Ive generully wore '» ?"'"«;^**

as being llie most cliaracterlstic of the man.

HiH ifrotlnu-, Clmu Fa Noi was by uiiiver-

gal co!is-nt luado the Second King, or Wan-

W. When he received the "•'«". ^oto"'

tlio name of Somdotch I m Klau Chan yu

huft. Tiio choice wan in botli cMes an ox-

coUent one, the brothers resembling own

other in their love of literature, and t e r

anxiety to promote the welfare of thoir

people by the arts of peace, and not ot war.

Wi) will now turn to the general appear-

ance «;f tlie Siamese.

They are ratlior small, but well propor-

tioned, and their color is a warm olive, rho

hair of tlie nu'U is shaved, except a tuft

upc n tliii toi) of tlie head, wluch l» kept

ratlier short; and the hair being block and

coarbc the tuft looks as if a short brush

had bijcn stuck on the head. According

to Siamese i.ieus, the tuft resembles the

closed lotus lb)wer. This tuft is held in the

highest esteem; and for anv one oven to

rive indications of npproocliing the hoad-

vuft of ft great man, is considoredi either as

a deadly insult or a mark of utter ignorance

of manners. VVIu'n a young Siamese comes

of age, the hoad-tuft is shaved with creat

ceromonles, tho relations being called to-

gether, iriests being invited to recite pray-

ers and vash tho head of tho young man,

and all the family resources being drawn

upon for thg feast. Tho exact momont oftho

shaving is announcol by n musket shot.

After the tuft is removed, tho lad is sent to

tho pagodas to bo taught by tho priests, and

many of them never l-javo those quiet re-

treats, but enter the ranks of tho regular

priesthood.
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Even tho women wear tho halr-tufl, but

in their case tho hair is allowed to crow to

a greater length, and is carefullv oiled and

tended. Tho woman's head-tuft is saidto

represent tho lotus flower opened. Tho

head is seldom covered, the cap worn by

King S. riira Mongkut being quite an ex-

ceptional instance. As for clothing, the

Siamese care but little for It, though the

great people wear tho most costly rol)C8 on

state occasions. But oven the highest man-

darins content themselves during tho warmer
months of tho year with the single garment

called the Pa-nung. This is a wldo strip of

strong Indian chintz, generally havlnc a

pattern of stars upon a ground of dark blue,

green, rod or chocolate. When worn, " tho

Siamese place the middle of this, when
opened, to the small of tho back, bringing

the two ends round tho body before, and

tho upper edges, being twisted together, are

tucked in between the body and the cloth.

passed botweea the legs, and tucked m be-

hind OS before." (See Dowring's " Kingdom

and People ot Slam.")

Homctlmi'H the men have a white cloth

houglng kHMiely over their shouldiirs, and oc-

casionally throw It over their heads. W lien

walking in the open air, a brood paim-leat

hat Is used to keep olf the siiiiljeftins, and is

worn by both sexes alike.

There Is very little (lifferciico in the drew

of tho sexes. W hen very young, girls wear

a light and airy eostiimo of turmeric pow-

der, which gives them a rich yellow hue,

aiMl Imparts its color to everything with

which they come In contact. Up to the ago

of ten or eleven, they generally wear a

slight gold or silver string round the waist,

fVoiu the centre of which depends a heart-

shaped piece of tho same metal, and, when

they reach adult years, they assunio the jeg-

ular woman's dres.s. This consists of tho

chintz or flgured silk wrapper, which, how-

over, falls liltlo below tho knees, and a piece

of lighter stuU' thrown over one shoulder

and under the other. This latter article of

dress is, however, of little importance, and,

oven when used, it often falls' ofl' the shoul-

der, and is not replaced. Even the Queen

of Slam, when in state dress, wears notliing

but these two garments. As a rule, the feet

are bare, embroidered slippers being only

occasionally used by great people.

Tho appearance of tho king in his royal

robes may bo seen fioin tiie portrait ot a cel-

ebrated actress on the next page. In Siain,

as in China, tho actors are dressed in the

most magniflccnt style, and wear costumes

made on tho i)atteni of those worn by roy-

alty. To all ajipearance, thev are (^uite as

splendid as the n^al dresses, for gilding can

bo made to look quite as well as solid gold,

and sham jewels can bo made larger and

more gorgeous than real gcins. The reader

will notice that upon tho ttngcrs the actress

wears inordinately long nail-preservers,

which ore considered as indicating that tho

nails beneath are of a proportionate length.

The actors in the king's theatre are all his

own women, of whom he has some six or

seven hundred, together with an average of

llvo attendants to i. h woman. No male is

allowed to enter this denartment of tho

palace, which is presided over by ladies

chosen IVom tho noblest families in tho

land. These plays arc all in dumb show,

accompanied by music, wbi(;h in Siara is of

a much sweeter character than is usual in

that part of tho world. Besides tlie chief

actors, at least a hundred attendants assist

in the play, all being mngniflcently attired.

Tho play is continued ad ir^nitwn. When
any of tho spectators become wearied, they

retire for a while, and then return, and it is

thought a compliment to tho principal guest

to ask him the hour at which ho would like

the play to be stopped.

The verltAbln crown is shaped much like

the mock ornaments of the" actress. Tho


