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not senge to draw it in Icngtlmays
: White (Letter 6) describes some mar-tins which year after year built their nests on an exposed wall and yTar "fteryear thoy were washed down. The Furnanu. cuLulariV\TVll^Slmakes a deep burrow in mud-banks for its nest; and I saw r" m^Jn?Researches.^. 216) these little birds vainly burrowing nuLrorSolelthrough mud-waUs. over which they were constantly Hitting?wKut thusperceiving that the walls were not nearly thick enougfi for thdVTestsMany variations cannot in any wav be account prlfr... . f i.„ n t

Zan«MPeabody "Boston Journ^af. His^" "oili. %; 2 9) wTerT«tsomeumeson the bare ground, sometimes in nests slightly made of graTMr. Blackwall has recorded the curious case of a vellow BunHnr» r&
r^'-^itrineiia) gj^enJn " Yarrell's British Birds." S ridriTUtandhatched them on the bare ground : this bird genemlly builds on or ver| c?oseto the ground, but a case is recorded of its having built at a height o7sevenfeet Anes of a Chaffinch {FrinnUla .«/r>A*;'« Annals and Mne of NatHistory '• vol. vi„, 1842, p. 281) bus been described, which was bound by apiece of whipcord passing once round a branch of a pine tree and thenfirmly inter^voven with the materials of the nest : the n'^st of the chaffinch

with lichen
;
but Mr. Hewitson (" British Oology," p. 7) has described onem which bits of paper were used for lichen. The iVirush (TwSbudds in bushes, but sometimes, when bushes abound, in holes of3 orunder sheds; and two cases are known of its having built JtualhSn theground in long grass and under turnip-leaves (W. Thompson "S H st

Bev W h "i-
'' ^-

J''
= ^'''''\" Il^"«tration8 of .nstir^t!"'p. 219). The

?r- VV.D. Fox informs me that an "eccentric pair of blackbirds

"

(T. merula) for three consecutive years built in ivv against a wall and

ri^'/j."'^?''"" "'f,*-^'*^
^^"'^ l>ors..hair, thoughts was nSg totempt them to use this material : the eggs also were not suotted Tb«

neZ ^„r"«»* "''f--
has described (in "Mewitson's British Oo ogy ")^tLnests of two Redstarts, of which one alone was lined with a nrofif<,inn nfwhite feathers. The Golden-crested Wren (Mr. ShrvJlJl'-Lir Trans "

vol xy,p 14) usually builds an open nest attached to the under side of '*flr-branch, but sometimes oa the branch, and Mr. Sheppard has seen onependulous with a hole on one side." Of the woudpvfnl nif «* !i t r
Weaver-bird (PloceusPMippensis, " Proc W C" Julytr isl^?) abtu?one or two in every fifty have an upper chamber, in which tL male's nestgrooved by ne widening of the stem of the nest^ith a pent ho^se aSdd
InnH J ^'" ^°"^^'<1'' by adding two general remarks on this head by twogood observers (Sheppard in "Linn. Trans "vol xv n id, L^ Tai„ t n
quoted by Yarrell. "^^ritish Birds," vol.? p. 444) ' -^TWe aJe Iw^^^^^^^^^^

nesr'''"irL°vTr'"^ -^^^^r. *^1^"^^-' for^hrbunc^rgS
nests. It 18 evident, says Mr. Blackwall, " that birds of the same sneciespossess the constructive powers in very different degrees of perfection for the

of othl!'"'"'"^^"'^''
^'^ '"^^^^^ '^ ^ -anne^reatly^uperior to those

r.y. j!.Tr
°^ th^^oes above given, such as the Totanus either making a nestorbuildmg on the bare ground, or tl-.at of the Water-ouzel maki^f Jr notmaking a dome to its nest, ought, perhaps, to be calledTdrblelnstincJ

fwt?:irrs'zv fs *''.^ t' ^?^"""f
^^^ «^ ^ doubitstinc wS

1 Jiave met w th, is that of the St/lna cisticola given by Dr. P. Savi f" Annsdes Sc Nat., ' tome ii, p, 126). This bird in Pisa annually makes two neZ-"he autumnal nest is formed by lea.es being sewn together wShspiS^web;»nd the down of plants, and is placed in marshes ; the vernal nest is ullcedm tufts of grass m corn-fields, and the leaves are not sewn togetS; but tS
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