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Erie county, near the lake of that name, is very productive, the
soil consisting of a sandy loum, in some places intermixed with
gravel, covered by two or three inches of vegetable mould. In
Lancaster, Berks, Lebanon, and Dauphin counties, the soil is

excellent. The two first are remarkably populous and wealthy.
The farmers, who are mostly Germans, have generally in hand
from 50 to *iOO acres of land. In the counties of Dauphin and
Lancaster, which are watered by the Susquehannah, thriving
towns and villages appear at the distance of every four or five

miles. The Cumberland valley, extending from the river Sus-
quehannah to the county of Washington in Maryland, has a fine

soil, reposing on a bed of limestone. In crossing the north
mountain, which bounds this valley to the north-west, the coun-
try becomes hilly and less fertile.

Temperature.—The upper parts of this state, though lying
under the same latitude as Naples in Italy, and Montpellier in
France, are far from enjoying a similar climate. The low mari-
time, the hilly, and the mountainous tracts, are all liable to a
great change of temperature ; but, upon the whole, this is con-
sidered one of the most agreeable and temperate states in the
Union, The season of frost and snow seldom exceeds three
months; the winter commencing from the 1st to the 15th of De-
cember, and terminating from the 1st to the 15th of March.
The heat of sunnuer is seldom oppressive, except in low situa-

tions. In all the hilly parts the air is healthy ; but near the sea-
coast the temperature of winter is severe, varying in the months
of January and February from fourteen to twenty-eight degrees.

The warm wind from the south and south-east brings on a sud-
den thaw, which instantly changes to frost when it shifts to the

north-east and north-west. Such changes also take place in

summer, and the difference of temperature between the after-

noon and morning is often from twenty to thirty degrees, or

even more after storms of rain and thunder. In the elevated

parts the temperature is more regular. It is described by an ac-

curate obeerver, Dr. Rush, as a compound of all other climates.

" In spring it has the moisture of Britain j in summer, the heat

of Africa; the temperature of Italy in June; the sky of Egypt
in autumn ; in winter the cold and snow of Norway, and ice of

Holland ; the tempests of the West Indies in every season, and
the monthly variable winds and weather of Great Britain." The


