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It may not he out of place to repeat here, and by ^vay of intro-

duction, sonic of the considerations which led us to think that

a Literary and Illustrated Serial, exclusively devoted to the por-

traiture of British Americans, -would at the present time l>c regar-

ded with especial favor by the inhabitants of British America.

Did it not seem somewhat presumptuous, we should be inclined,

as we make our bow, to glance a compliment at our own sagacity,

and upon the very doorstep of our enterprizc speak of the success

of our venture in the accents of confidence, instead of the language

of hope. The chill and shiver of uncertainty have been removed

or qualified by the notes of kindness and encouragement which have

reached us from all quarters. Hints of great value have been

gathered with pains, and given to us with freedom. Gentlemen

in difierent and distant jjlaces have, unsolicited, gratified us by

reciuesting the insertion of their names on our lists of subscribers
;

and, generally, we have received from every class of the community

such expressions of cordial good will, as not only assure us that our

Portraits will satisfy a public need, but also that the public will

shew its appreciation by satisfying us for our Portraits.

The truth is, events ofgreat national importance are hourly passing

into history. Public opinion is visibly acquiring new animation.

Political aspirations, moved by unseen influences, like the tide in

pring, are rising to a purer level. Statesmer of different parties,

pprcciating the requirements of the hour, forgetting alike the

ivalries and jealousies of the past, are agreed in declaring that
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