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may be permitted to slake her thirst for military glory and exer-

cise her brilliant talents of constitution-making; in Anam. Senc-

gambia and Northern Africa.* Let her rest and be thankful with

these.

Many will cry out against these acquisitions as quite useless

and very costly to the rest of the empire. Thoughtless crea-

tures ! Nearly every one of the countries marked out as

proper objects of annexation will soon add considerably to the

wealth and strength of Britain—add more than enough to pay
for the additional cost of its own defence ; while altogether will

thus add more than enough to pay for the new small military

and naval stations. For a year or two indeed, till the new
order has been firmly fixed and has established confidence,

the revenue may not be sufficient for the expenditure. Such is

the case of Fiji. But in a few years, when British intelligence,

British capital, and Asiatic laborers have flowed into the land,

Fiji will have a public income more than sufficient for all neces-

sary outlay. In most new private enterprises merchants know
that they must incur present loss for the sake of great future

gain. They are very ready to cast their bread upon the

waters, expecting to find it after many days ; and why are so

many statesmen in this " nation of shopkeepers," unwilling to

imitate the practical far-sightedness of their constituents .'' What
will happen in Fiji will also happen in those parts of Africa, of

Malaysia, of Tropical America, which ought also to be annexed.

They are naturally as rich as Fiji, and they are very

much bigger. The speedy development of the great and

various capacities of these abused and neglected lands will soon

furnish an clastic and overflowing revenue. The rich rocks of

many, the r'ch soil of most, are waiting only for the establish-

ment of a state of society in which industry and enterprise can

get and keep their just reward. Then they will lay their trea-

sures at the feet of astonished mankind. Many of these coun-

tries are indeed morally burdened with debts, the interest of

which at present they cannot easily pay. But under British

management these debts would become mere trifles, not merely

from the great increase of revenue, but from the entirely just re-

duction of interest. Most of the stock was issued at a discount


