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One day while we were off the American coast, two of our par-

ty were conversing together, and were overheard to say, "How
easily this ship might be taken by us, if we were all agreed, and
that too without killing a man. We could then run into some of
the United States ports, as we have an old navigator among our

number, or we would land on some rock, in preference to being

here."

This conversation was overheard by a man, w ho straightway

informed the Captain, that a party was being organized on
board to take the ship. For this important imformation to the

Captain, this person expected to be liberated and rewarded ; but

instead of it, he was hated by those he intended to betray, and
despised by the whole ship's crew, for his story proved to be false-

We were, however, all ordered to the middle deck by the offi-

cers, and the hatches closed upon us immediately ; diligent search

was made for weapons of destruction, but none being found, and

no signs of mutiny appearing, we were again liberated, and our

informer severely reprimanded. But in order to intimidate us,

the sentries in the hatches were more severe towards the prison-

ers, keeping them at a greater distance by flourishing their swords,

and for a while every sailor and marine kept their arms of de-

fence about them.

One day the pistol ofone of the sentries accidentally went olf

as he was sitting on his post by the hatchway below, and the ball

passed between Lysandcr Curtis and Robert Marsh, who were

seated by me on a bench conversing together, but no one was

hurt. In a moment the officers were all below to see what had

happened, supposing that the sentry must have had occasion to

shoot a man, but in this they were happily disappointed.

The first and only port we stopped at during llie voyage was

Rio Janerio, in South America. The time of our being there I

have forgotten, but recollect thoy were making a great show and

rumpus in celebrating the birth-day of the Emperor of Brazil.

—

There seemed to be a good harbor here, and the view we had of

the town, ^rom where we were at anchor, was tielightful. A re-

spectable fleet ofshipping was lying there ; every civilized na-

tion seemed to be represented there by their flag, and among

them all, none showed to better advantage than the stars and

stripes of our own beloved country. We wrote letters home from

here, and sent them ashore to be forwarded ; mine was never re-

ceived by my family. Those of the prisoners who had money,

sent up to the town and bought oranges, lemons, bananas, pine-

app)e;», &c. A British Admiral came on board our ship, inquired

as tt» the health of the prisoners, and said we should have vegeta-

bles and fresh provisions while we remained. We lay at Rio

.lanoiro three days, took on water and provisions, and then pro-

ceeded again to our unknown haven.
We suffered much from heat and thirst while we were sailing


