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3869,2786, and 'i274. The worst peopled depart-

ment, that of the Hautes-Alpes^ composed of a part

of old Dauphiny, contains only 47 1 inhabitants to

the square league. Hence the extremes are in

France in the relation of 8 : 1 ; so that the inten-

dancy of Mexico, in which the population is the

most concentrated, that of Guanaxuato, is scarcely

so well inhabited as the worst peopled department

of continental France *.

I flatter myself that the three tables which I

have drawn up of the extent, absolute population,

and relative population of the intendancies of New
Spain, will sufficiently prove the great imperfection

of the present territorial division. A country in

which the population is dispersed over a vast ex-

tent requires that the provincial administration be

restricted to smaller portions of ground than those

of the Mexican intendancies. Whenever a popu-

lation is under 100 inhabitants to the square league,

the administration of an intendancy or a depart-

ment should not extend over more than 100,000
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* In these comparisons we have neither included the de-

partment ot le Liamone, formed of the southern part of Cor-

sica, and containing only 277 inhabitants to the square league,

nor the department of the Seine. The latter, in appearance

exhibits a relative population of 23, 1 65 inhabitants. It would

be useless to explain the causes which produce such an unna-

tural order of things, in a department of which the principal

place is the capita) pf a great empire,
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