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Yet tlie materials for such a work as the present

are immense, anci are daily increasing. Those in-

terested in the subject become every year more and

more numerous ; and while none of my readers can be

more sensible (jf my deficiencies than I am myself, yet

after ten years of study, I have been anxious to publish

this portion of my work, in the hope that it may con-

tribute something towards the progress of a science

which is in itself of the deepest interest, and which has

a peculiar importance to an Empire such as ours, com-

prising races in every stage of civilisation yet attained

by man.

High Elms, Down, Kent ;

February, 1870.
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