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why I should not ask for the things that I want. Do you think

I do right in asking you ?

You are a chief, [to the chairman.] I, also, am a chief. I

have lived here now 13 years. I do not remember even a bad
word that [ have said

; perhaps the Great Father does. In every

country there are men who are skillful in talking in council. I

am such a man myself. I also have been instructed. This

medal that you see, was put about my neck by a Catholic priest,

and yet, notwithstanding I am so honored, you talk to me about

issuing rations by weight. I am astonished at yju. You are

advanced in years ; I am also advanced in years.

White Beab :—I wonder if you know that I planted a field out

here. I raised pumpkins as large as this chair and corn taller

than I am, and after I had done that my father took my field

away to plant oats in. I wonder if you know that. Tell the

Great Father that there is only one store here, and all the young

men are shedding tears about it. If they had mowing-machines,

8U( /hey could ride upon, to ride around their country and

cut .ay, they would be able to earn something ; but the agent

considers that the country belongs to him personally, and cuts

all the hay. My firiends, I would like to have our agent, before

the sun goes down, climb up into the second story of the ware-

house and take down all the teepee cloths and blankets that he

has there, and divide them s loug the people.

Doo Back :—I am not anybody in particular. Although I am
not very strong and a man of no special importance, I took a

claim, and planted, and considered that I was watching my own
hay and grass. I am the man that has been trying to live in the

way that I have been told, but this summer a great many white

men have come there and cut my wood, and killed the fowls and

animals I have raised, and disturbed me in many ways. I do not

wish to make any disturbance about it, but I have been trying .to

do as the Great Father advised us, and it seems to me that these

people who come and do such things to me are lawless people.

I have nobody to 'a».lp me, but you come here to-day fi'om the

Great Father, and I have told you these things in the hope that

you will help nu:\

Santee Agency. Hakewaste :—I am an Indian and was born

naked. I now wear the same kind of clothes as the white man.

Old Wabashaw told me that the President wanted us to work.


