
h\TEKIil> THE WAR

Thr United States would have made aer elioiec

even earlier had she not been fr.et'd with the |)r()l)l(ni

of overcominL; her own rather su[)er.stitious Init

easily understandable devotion to the idia of a self-

sufficient and i^rctyraphitall} aloot isolation. "We
are thoruii^hly aroused," comes now the messati^e

of a deeph- patriotic American, '"and as determined

as we have l)ecn patient All durini^^

the war 1 have been much depressed, but now there

is a wonderful lii^ditn* ss of heart and an almost pas-

sionate \earnin''- for suffi rini.;. We have no riijjhl

to be exempt."

It is (|uite clear, then, that the .\mcrican national

consciousness, although it had come to feel that

thi,' time was nearly ripe for thc' co-operation of the

lountrv with the lMitent(> Alliance, was stirred into a

remarkable and almost unanimous detcrmina<;ion

that /Vmerica should do her part, on account of

several occasions, or contributory causes, likely to

induce war, some of which had existed from the

beginning-, while others ajipeared more or less simul-

taneousK with the final ri{)enin!:^ of the moment

which has been sjK)ken of above.

These several occasions may be briefly set down

as follows :

—

First, the faithless invasion of Bel^i^ium by the

(iermans, the atrocities that followed, and the

callous and brutal oppression of the civil popula-

tion.

Second, the traditional fellowship between the

United States and France.

Third, the growing' feeling of kinsman-like .sym-

pathy with the British I'2mpire as it suffered and
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