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DEcEmBEKIt 3 MARK XV:' 38.47
Ooldeg lexi, Verse39.

,OMPARE Mat. 27: 51-66 : Ltke 23: 45-56:
'~John 19:- 31:42. Tht Romans wvould have

lefi the bodies on tht cross tili they had wasted
away or had been tom te pieces by vultures: but
flot s0 with lheJes. A sead body must, accord.
ing te their lawr, bet buried on tht day cf death,
before sunset. But especially must it lie doe in
thîs case, for the next day wvas tht great paschal
S.sbbat, and te leave these corpses exposed wouldl
he 10 defle tht holy city on thiat day. A depitta.
tien of the chief priests therefere waied on I¶.ste
for permission to put tht crucifled cnes te dcath if
tbey were stili alive ard te bury theta eut cf L-ght
at once To prevent tht pjssibility cf a rescue,
tht cruel cutem cf tht Roman soldiery in such
case3 was te, break tht legs of tht victin-b4 by bion-s
cf clubs. This was indttd doneto tht twe thieves,
but as lesus was already dcad bis body was Frared
that indignity-that tht seripture mighit te fuifilled
Jn. 19 ; 31.33. Tbuq tht symbolisin cf tht pas-
chai lamb mas unu~ittingly preserved, 'neiher
&hral1ye btai a lie thereuf," Exo. 12: 46. v.
38. 2lhe veil was rent-Lbe costly veil cf purpît
and gold which covered !lht entrane te, tht holy
of holies, into which only tht bigh priest could en-
ter, and that but once a year, Exe. 3D :1ic. Tie
rendîng cf the veil signified that a way of access to
Ged was now opened tri aIl, through tht blood cf
Jesus Chri>t, Ileli. 9 : 7-9, 24-28- v. 39. Th71e
cenuron-The c-iptaîn cf tht band, wvho had
charge cf tht executien. Evert this heathen testi-
fies te Christ's divKnty. v. 4e. illiry Idae
see Luke- 8 ;:2, of ten nuistaken I )r " tht wveman
wbich waisas:nner" in Luke 7:37, and scmetmns
for the sister cf Lazirus. Mlars the mother ol
.7ame-the mife cf Alpheus, Matt. ie : -. Salome
-Zebe:let's wife, me'her cf James and John, pro.

bably tbc sister of INlary mother cf Jesu . v 43.
.7asep/i of .4,imalbea-a rîch menîbtr cf the Cou.i
cil, but nt heatt a disciple, a.-d cravel t/le boaly-
askted as a favour ihat lie niiglit allowed te makle
such amcnds as he stili could for hi; cswardict in
not taking a decided rtand for Jesus m-hilt he was
living. v. 44, Pi/ate man'ehi.-..-at tht early dea h
cf Jesu-, w-ieo hadonlv hte;i bix heurs on tht cross,
and te flîrd tîsat this influential man was a sympa-
th:zer. V. 46. Pilategave-willingiy consenttd,
perhap3 te tht relief cf his conscience. V. 46
Fietween-for a wirsding sheet. Nicodenrus pro.
vidcd tht spices, Jn. 19 : 39, and tîrese two, ne
eanger '«secr et " disciplts, with sucli aid as i hey re-

quired fromn others about tht cros3, ten'Ierly teck,
tht body don and wrapped it in the linen within
the fld f which Nvcre j.lentifally strewn tht
myrrh and ales. This being ail tht cmlialment
that lime permitteel, tht hol ;.y was hastily con'ieyed
te, a tomh, cut oct of te.- rock face ils a garden
sitar liy, Jn 19 -.41. Rolel a sioe-such tombs
were closed by a round large stonc ]ike a milI-stone
Tht Savicur rode inte Jerusaîtta upon an ass;
" whereon yet neyer mais sat, and new he is laid
in a tomb " wherein neyer man before v-as laid,"
that it miglit lie seen that in ai t1'ings b4ç wus
SEPAE.ATE FROM SINNERS. Heb. n, : 26.

DECEMBERIIO. MARK XVI : 1.8

Go/de,. Texi, i Cor. i-f :2o.

.OMPARE Matt. 28:-.1-8:- Luke 24: 1-111
jyohn 20: 1-2r. The resurrectiori Of the d.Žad

aird the immortality of the soul are fundamental
doctrines of the Christian faith, which were only
dîmly a prehiended by somre of the Old Testament
pairiarchs, Job 19) .25-27:- Isa. 26: . i; Dan.
12 :1-3. But in the New Testament, and by the
resurrection of Christ, they have been clearly es-
tablished, 2 Timn. i : ic. The fact of Christ s res-
ilrrect iolt rests upon the strongest possible evidence.
'l'le testimoîîy of eye-witnesses, 1 Cor. 15 :3-8, is

co rohorated byjesephus who, writing ini A 1). 6o,
admits that "the Christ 'whont Pilate crucified ap.
peared to las bclisilels alive again the third day, as
the divine prophe<s lîad foretoid.Jil The importance
of it cannot lie overestimated. (t>. It afîords in-
diýputable proof uf Chrîst's divianity ; (2) of the
life imnmortal beyond the grave. (3). It is the
pledg. r and a'suraîsce of our ewn resurrect ion. See
x Cor. 15 : 1-22. V. i. IVIien thle Sabbatk waspast
-after sunset on our Saturday. lad bosýçhIî-The
women had provided the spices with whicla they
u'îtended te annoint the body immediately after tl:cir
Lord's death, but they would net break the Sali.
bath by evcn atter.ding te this duty. V. 2. Viry
eal/v-at tht diwn of day. llaving :ain in tht
îrrmb Friday afternoon, ai Saturday.. and part of
Sahbath, Christ thus rose on " the third day," Ch.
9:-31 ; Cor. à 5:-4, hence called " tht Lord's
Day." Rev. 1 : 10, Vs. 3, 4. Whoa wi/l p o/i us
away t/lestone?-It wculd have taken two or three
men to do what wvas dont liy the angel. Mlatt. 28 : 2.
O['ten in tht experience of Christians doubts andi
d-ficulties in the way cf duty are removed by an
unseen hiand. V. 5. Mfary seeing tht stone re-
moved, and supposing tht Lcdy to have been ab-
, tacted] bv the Jews, ran te flnd Peter and John,
Jin. 20 . 2. The other women entered tht sepul-
chre and saw a voue g man-the angel cf tht Lord.
Mfatt. 28 : 2. V. 6. L'à iù -ise-To a womnan
Cirast made tht first announccment cf bis Me;siah-
ship, in- 4 .26, and te women tht firýt intimat ion
m'as given cf his resurrtction. V. 7. TaIl his aisci-
p!e-,-The salutation cf the early Ci tistians to one
another on Easter mcm was, " Christ is ii.sen."
l'ht adnroni' ion from, this lesson is,-"« Go tell that
he is risen. '-Spread tht good news that Jcsus
died for us and rose agaîn, that whosoever bliee-
eth in Ilsix should net perisis but bave everlasting
liCe, Jn. 3 : 16. A4nd Feter-a special token of
love to tht ont who had s0 lateiy denied bita, but
lrad repented. lie goeth inta Ga/ilee-to which
thesc wcînszn belonged. There s/lai ve see 1dm-
refers te those public manifestations of Hinseif te
large numbees cf tht disciples at once, Jn. 21 :.14;
1 Cor. 15 :6. Mfatt. 28 : 16, for hie was seen by
these very wvomen almost immediately after thîs,
Vs. p, ici. F/ed front t/le seputkhre-with mir glcd
feelings cf doubt, joy, and fear. Xei//ler i-aid any
/ling-that is on ther way te tell tht disciples.

They were tee, excitcd te, speak te, any ont on tht
way, but oheditn.. to their instructions they hasten-
ed te tell tht disciples and Peter.-#;pThere is a mer-
'alresurrection. COL 3 : 1


