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THE MENACE OF FIRE INSURANOE.

Most startling announcements have como
from Montreal recently as to tho wholesnlo
arrosts of business men for burning their
promises to socure tho incwrance. The first
report said that cight business men had been
srrestod on the charge of arson. A later re-
port statos that filteon more arrests had boon
mado in Montreal aud vicinity, on the samo
charge. In is further asserted thet the in-
surance companies have a very strong case
against the accused men.

This boars out the remarks medeby The
Commorcial on soveral occasions during the
last faw yoars, to the offect that the cause of
a great many fires is the desiro to securo the
insuranco upon the stock or promises. Wo
have long boeon convincad that the number of
fires which have beon caused by a desire to
tigoll out™ to the insurancoe com panies, is
vastly greater than any ono can possibly
surmise. Infact it has come to this pass,
that fire insurance has got to bo agreat
monace to business mon. The very existence
of the systom of fire insurance a$ a protec-
tion egainst loss from fire, is one of the
greatest causes of fires, and therefore the
system is to this extent s menace tothe
possessors of property perishable from fire, in
towns avd cities.

This is a sad reflection upon the morality
of the day. Bat what are we going to do
about it, is the question. If fire insurance
did not exist, theroc would bo much less loss
from fires for two reasons. Besides the willful
déstruction of property to secure the in-
surance, which would be stopped, tktero
would be & general disposition to guard more
against fires. At the same time nosaue
person would declaro in favor of the abolition
of the ontire system of fire insurance,
Greator restrictions, however, might be
placed upon the companies, to prevent them
from taking excessive risks. It should be
made a grave offense for a company to com-
mit an act of over-itsurance. Undoubtedly
a great deal of cavelessness is shown by the
companies in taking risks. Thevaluation of
property as represented by the partiesseekiog
insurance, is too freely accepted by tho com-
panies-in many cases. In tho case of stocks
of goods, where tho valuo of tho stock fluct-
uates greatly, it is of course a comparatively
easy matter for a morchant to secure in many
cases an amount of insurance in excess of the
low-water value of his stock. Then comes
the temptation, not infrequontly acted upon,
to realize from the insurance companics upon
the stock. B

Tho Commercial has several times advo-
cated that a syrtematic *and thorough official
investigation should b¢ made into tho caso of
overy fire. Whilesuchan invistigation would
Tot perhaps'be the means ‘of eliciting much
* information-in regard to most fires, it would

doter many nervous ones from attompting to
gell out to the companies. Thoe very know-
ledge that an official investigation would be
mado, “would uadoubtedly havo somo in-
fluonce in this direction.

It is to bo hopod tho comnpanios at Mon-
treal will be enabled to secure conviction in
overy instance, provided of course thattho
men hro guilty, as the effect of the convio-
tions would have a salatary influonce in tho
immediate futuro upon any persons who may
havo contemplated committing similac
crimes.

VALUE OF PRAIRIE HAY

Bastorn peopls who aro used to feeding
timothy or clover hay entirely, do not at
first think much of our western prairie hay.
‘Wo frequently hear adverse opinions expres-
sed by now comers, as to the quality of our
prairio hay, 'Thero was some talk at one
timo this year of shipping Manitoba prairie
hay to Oatario, on account of the drouth in
the early part of the season in that province.
Prices, however, did not advanco sufficicnfly
in the east to mako it possible to ship Mani-
toba hay to Ontario points, If any of our
hay had been shippad east, howover, as Tho
Commercial pointed out at the timo, shippers
would bave to count on its selling at S1 to 82
per ton under even the second grade of timo-
thy hay, on account of thesupposed superior
qunlity o the cultivated variety.

In view of this projudice against prairie
hay, if prjulice it be, it is pleasing to read
something in favor of the natural product of
the boundless prairies, - A recent issue of the
Haymaker, a2 journal published at Kansas
City, contains an article which scts forth the
virtucs of prairie hay, a’s compared with
timothy. The writes ‘declares that prairie
hay is a specific for heaves in horses. He
says that the freedom from heaves so conspi~
cuous among western horses, is dua to the
prairio hay. Tho article refers to a person
who moved from the eastern states a num-
ber of years ago and located in Wisconsin.
He brought an outfit of horses with him, with
which he started a livery stable in Wiscon-
sin, At that time cultivated grasses were
practically unknown in Wisconsin. The re-
sult was that the horsis wero soon cured of
auny tendency to heaves, owing to the change
in the hay. Since then things have changed
.10 Wisconsin. Tho prairie hay has disap-
pearced from use and the prairies have been
plowed and seeded to timothy, with the re-
sult that the horses there are now as badly
affected with heaves as they aro in the east.
In the southwaestern states where prairio hay
.is still the staple commodity, heaves, it is
claimed, aro unknown among the horses. In
Kansas, it is claimed that the prairie hay is
not being supplanted by the cultivated articlo,
-and the Haymaker i authority for the state-
ment that there aro 4,857,720 acres of prairie
under fence for hay.

It is rofreshing to The Commuercial to ob-
serve this'defencs of .our native prairie hay,
Tharo seemns to be reason for the claim that

Vthe prairie article is beneficial to. horses

affected with hoaves. Its frecodom from
the dust which is 8o bad in timothy hay
should cortainly bo baneficial for heavy
horses, At the samo time we think it is de-
sirablo that Manitoba farmers should dsvoto
moroe or less attontion to the cultivation of
hay crops, if for no other ubjoct than the

-great assistanco of grass crops in keoping

down woeds.

IMPORTS OF AGRICULTURAL
IMPLEMENTS.

The Winnipeg Tribuno has been looking
into the question of the sale of imported agri-
cultural implements in Manitoba. It finds
that goods of this class to the value of $279,-
983 havo been imported at Winnipeg alone
for the first eight months of the present year,
upon which about 850,000 duty has been col-
lected. The list includes binder twine. The
most imporlantitem is binders, which amount
in value to 103,148, in all 979 bindaers
having beon brought in up to the end of
August this year,-and this practically ends
the season’s trade, the duty on the same
amounting to over $20,000, Of binder twine
the returns show that 2,109,590 pounds ware
isaported at Winnipeg, of & value of $105,487,
the duty amounting to about $1£,200. Of
mowers, 744 wero brought in, valued at
$25,619, and the duty collected was $4,122.
Seod drills and plows also show up to quite
an amount, imports of drills amounting 1n
value to over 810,000, and plows to aboat
$19,000. Not many threshers were brought
in, but the season had only started for this
class of machines at the time the report was
closed. The figures aro certainly very much
latger than we had supposed them to be,
especially when we consider that they do not
include all the imported imploments brought
into Manitoba, as they only cover goods
entered at Winnipeg, though the great bulk
of such imports are no doubt entered here.
It is therefore vvident that the farmers of
Manitoba are annually paying out a large
sum in_duty upon implements brought from
the United States. That they (the farmers)
pay the duty is quite evident to anyone who
will take the trouble to look into the matter
of vrices, for they will soon learn that the
amount of the duty, or at least a large
portion of it is added to the sclling
price of the goods here. Tho imports of
binders and mowers is certainly larger than
wo had expected, though it has been roported
from timo to time that the salo of thess im-
ported machines was quite large this year.
These machines cost considerably higher than
the home-made machines, the imported bin-
ders costing as much as $1SJor $20 more than
the Canadian wmachines, on account of the
duty, though we have known of instances
whero standard binders have sold at only
about §10 over similar home machines.
Still tho farmers, for some reason or
other, appoear in many cases to be willing to
pay this increased cost to get & machine made’
in the United States. Why is this the case
is an interesting question? The homo mann-




