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jI THE Xarci LumIIEiMN :& Montreal correspon.
dent asked for information concerniîîg rnahogany 1

chestitut antd vencers. As a resuait of cnqd'ries made
at the tiînc wc replied titat thecwoods were neariy ail
irnportcd. 1 was glad to Iearn frîin ïMr. H1. S. Lusty,
lumibermian, of Rndnecy, Ont., with whiîon i hiad a con-
versation a fcw days ago, tha. in Elgin Co., in whiclh
Rodney is iocated, duit tiîcy have there an abondance
of chestnaut, ami titat M1r. Lusty lhandies it in large
quantities.

James Meflain Reid,Sec'y and manager of the Brad-
ley', Morns & Reid cornpany of Hamiliton, has beca
twvo ycars in Canada, anti obtained tais lumber expert.
cace acro.is the border. He docs flot tlîînk, Canadians
aire quite tas slow as tiîcy are chargcd with boitni but
thinks the>' foiiowv beaten paths toe înuch, and are teut
wcli satisfiedi with whar wvas good cnougiî for their
fathers, or w~hat scems good enough for thecir ncîghbors.
lic votid like te sec better rates sccured over Amien-
can roads to Canadiart centres, as a means offcniargmng
trade bettw-êcn the two countries.

Le>b lutaber is ta be founti on the piiing grounds in
the vic.iniy cf Gravcnhurst tlîis yeai." saîd Mà\r. jas.
'renn.int of this city, who had just returnvci froni a trip
in that section of countr%, " than foi ten years, back.
Oniy two nis arc running, and with these the trat is
liih. Reason cf this? you askc. Ft r one thingtimber
in thai immedie ncighiborhoud i!i bccoming pretty
well thrnncd out. The G.T.R. have had a share in
slîaping matters thub. For twvo or tlîrce years ahippers
in tl3e nt rth could flot get cars front the raituay tu inove
their stocks. Stocks began te accumulate eating up
.intercst until manuafacturers becanie wearied cutting up
erqiy se store in tlieir yards. Consequence was, they
stopped. To-dav we trct get ail the cars we want. 1
saw twenty or tlîirty cars on a siding whcn i wvas north
-a wvcek ago waiting to be uscd, but no use for them. la
j5 a case of ciîickens corning haine te roest and the
Grand Tiunk knows ii. My impression is that the
principal miilis in the Georgian Bay district wvill close
dewn early this season. If so, this fact, aieng with the
Ottawa strike, should stiffen prices.

* . *
At net unficquent intervals 1 have given ia this page'

the opinions Gf Canadian lumbermen on die eiuty
question. One important purpose cf the page is te
cuitivate a frce expression cf opinion on trade matters.
*WVe %viil get ncarcr the truth on any question by gath-
ering ail the information we czan touching it ; when the
proptr time cones we can do the sifting. W'e are
goir., ta itear this tiîne from an Ame;ican lumbernian,
Henry Moules, Jr.of the tirm cf La;ng & Moules, of Sagi-
nan, Mich. In a chat with a reporter cf the Saginaw

.bc he aid . Previous te the enactment cf the Mc-
)K'ilcy iaw theje %vas an euport duty cf $3 placeti on
legzs b> the Canadian govcrnrnent, anti a United States
import duty cf $2 on lumber. The provisions of the
MIcKiiey bill took $î off the duty froni tic Amesican
tax providing ' .. lhe Caaadiar government teck, off
the entire exporn duty, and cf course the dollar remain-
here. mpl te pay the tow his on the logs ceming

br.Tite resutt bas been tabat the Canadian gavera.
menlt bas taken thleir duty off cf logs, and they are being
sent over te, this country where the mnanufacture cf sait
.andi the sale of slabs, etc., niakes at possible te compete
With the La,.nadiaa unilis ta a way most disastrous te
theni, the tening being cal> go cents or $i ptr
thousand. The censelquence has beca that these Cana-
dian inilîs have lest the manufacture of an immense
qqantit>' ef lumber- in the Genrgian Bay' country and ail
along that district, and men are wcrkîng for ver>' smaii
wages. in manv cases -for their board. There aire
la-borcrsengaged in ahoveiing ceai froin the holds of
-vesseis ait Xlge0ma Mlilîs fer 75 cents .per day, where

iast >)ear tlhey reccived $3 pur. day.- This siteaofaiairsi
i s, cf course, due te the iNcKiniey bji atnd legs toming
iere frein Canada frea. The fact that Amerîcans cai
go froîn here oven diec and buy lngs in sucli immense

inunibens and ship thein n hiere bias ranist a iiowl an
that side that îs bounti te have its efrect. Tue Cana-

1 dians nave aireati> made an appeai to thecir premier in
1regaid te tte anatter, andi lic has told then tiîat there
1wiii soon ibe a meeting cf Amnîrcan nnd Carndian coin-
1missiontrs at Washiîngton, -and if the duty as îlot tiien

1 taken off the lumlber the' wveuld bc obliged ta takec saie
1action to prateet tiîemselvcs, and wotîld surel>' do se.
It loeks as if the resuit wii be that the cnture import
duty wiii be taken otf by tue Aincricaai governiiment as
tlîat is what tue Canadian peepie deniand. Thîs will

Iclave both legs and lumber on the saine footing, and
e ntirel>' frce. If the dut>' is net rLmoved the chances
ire that it will go back te $3 per theusand where it ivas
before.

jOiie cf the evcats af the menth in lumben carcles as
ite unfontunate strake anang the nîillmen cf the Otta-
wa district. 1 say unfortunate, for thene net'er %vas a
strike, be it big or littie, of sho:t duratien, or long con-

tîaîucd, duit did net bting hurt upon ail concerned, and
on many others net concrned, nor in an>' way respons-
able for the act. But I arn tnt geîng te enter into a
discussion of thé question of strikes right heie. My
anxiety lias been te lay holti ef somte anc Iroin Ottana,
w~ho ceuiti speak framn persr)nai knowiedge anti observa-
tien cf the strike. 1 questioet one gentleman, wbo is aj
rc sident ofthccapitai,and weii posted onieombertuestion
in regard te a despatch that appeared in the Toronte
dailies,saying thant the miii ewners had decideJ te close
down for the scasen and that the strikers were ieavang
in large nu 'mbers fer the States %% here wark ttas being
offéed thein. He said : "This report" ver> probabiy
orîgînateti intlic fact that the miii ewnens had remark--
ed that they rnught have te rcsort ta ciosîng dawn fer thej
season anti seme two or. three men, who have shantacti
ia the Arnerican forces, for the iast three or four >'ears,j
had gone ever ta occupy the saine positiens again this
seasen.' WVhat wviil be the effeet cf tue strîke on the
lumber trade, assuming the dead-lock te continuei
"As nearly ail cf iast season's lunmber lias been ship-.
cd," was the repiy, "andi the cut at Ottawsa bas been
very mnuch smaller this year, than other years, Pierce
& Co.'s miii being shut dewn, the E. e~. Eddiy L.e. having
gene eutn<f le iurnber business, las. MiLaren &Ca. andi
Casslii .. Lumber Ço.'s nis being destroyeti b>' fire,
the latl, recanstructeti, oniy having cernnencedi
sawing ig; un about six weeks aga, Buel, Orr & Hurd-
man's sawing delayeti fer want cf legs, se that newv
shouid ail have te close dowvn st w!I i aake iumber vcr
scarce, which meais an ativance in prtces ail roun.">

Regardîng the inerits or demenits of the strke, wvhich-
ever wa>' yeu like, 1 have the vaews cf ait Ottawa
gentleman with winch cvery ane niay net agree. But as
LuM.BERNIAN reatiens knoiv thîs kîint cf thing is rather
enjoye i t lîs particular page. The E 1.1 page ais frec
pariiament %vherc an>' one andi ever>' one may express
their opinions on an>' questian cf înterest te luabermen.
Sometianes. 1 have te g,-t afier corrcspondents myseif
and gave thcm a pîcce cf mny mind ; and ta an' reade r
whe fées like daîng the saine thing, ive sa>' came nght
an friend ; yeu'Ii have cvery showv in this page. The
correspendent wvitcs: "Mly impression as that the mail
ewaers will gave in te tue tiemantis ef the mca, perhaps
net ail they ask but the>' tvii make concessions. The
mca arc net nîakîng any unjust demands, the most cf
the lumbermea weuld be svilling te give thenr what
they ask on,>' the>' den't lîke the nîearis adopted tu get
ta. Perhaps those most tiirectiy affected b>' the stnike
art the exporters 'who have vessels.waitiag at Moittreai,
or Quebéc fer loatis; anti course it nicans probably ýa
iess in circulation in this city cf three or four thousn
dollars tiail>'. The effect on the lunibar tratie itself
may net arnount, te î nuch, aithougli it ineans just that
much lumber les-s te ship this fail, which aieiig wit h the
shortage iii the seaso's -cut nia> have -the effect, ofin-,
ereasing the price cf lumber. -I, >don't think the miii
owners have an>' intention of ciesing their miiis as they
-ire anxious te cut for-tb'býance of thé seasen. As- te
men Icavingi.'or -the S4tati I d~on't thifik veray mia y:

have left as >'et alliaugli quite a imber go laver
tiiere for the wtinter andi neturn la tue spring This
occurs aven>' year;"

Soitiebcdy lias been "Istufring" tue Nlorti/testers
Luib~ru>mof Chîicage, rcgardi9ig Canadian lumber.

1 give the patagraph : "A dealer iii titis cit>' who is
convtersant witli tic casteni tr.ade estirrates titat the
Canadiauts tItis ycan haVe caplurcd tue sale of îeooco,-
çoo feet cf tha Ainerican trade tlurough the operatieti
cf tue new tariffand tue tavor tlîat lias been siîawn
Caîtadian sîtippers by reduceti rates on tue Grandt
Trunk andi its Y'ork state connections. The ioss lias
beeiq especial>' teit at Teniwanda and Bluffalo, ana b>'
tue henîieck opecrators iii Penaîsylvania. The Cana-
nlian itihis liati accunîuiated a great surplus of cearse
stcck abtat ceulta nt successftiily compete with lumber
aon titis side under the aid tarif. Since tue reductien
cf $a a tîtousanti iii the dut>', lumber fiorn the etitar
sitie has floecd in frec>', tue Grand Tnunk through
rate negulation great>' heiping ia tue precess. Tite
Caaiiits have thus been able te wcrk off titeir accu-
iniatien daubtiess ta gieat satisraction te themseives,
but te the disgust of dealers and manufacturers a. the
e.îst endi of Lake Erie. la gatiîening stocks there they
necessariiy accuinulate a large per ccntage cf low
giade commuan lumrber, and depenti on the eastern
state trade as a iineans cf getting nid cf it. It %vas con-
sequeti a seriaons natter for Canadians to roame in
with tîteir iooooeoo feet as a competition. The hemi-
ieck interest cf Pcnnsyit'aria bas sufféet in proportion
te the tcrnitary affecteti. In *this instance the
Aine: ican operators knew that the reduceti taniff has
ccst the ioncay. Oae cencera cstitnates abat its
direct los% this vear tram the cause indicateti is $1 5,-
ccc. Týecal>'way toeven up tuiediffenence is te gata
Canada fer legs and lumber, anti that is being done te
an increasing extent.Y The Mentreai 7>ade Re-viewv
anti the Afonetaty Tiies, Tarcnte have bath cepieti
the item; the latter hewever, with the comment, "«that
the estianate by the Chicaga dealer is, without
doubt, a grass exaggeratien,'" adtiing enquinies made
ia this cat>' show "'that uto more than bo.ooooeo
feet atiditienai lumber bas beau moved over the
Grand Trunk Railway into the United States this
season as coin pared with former >'ears."1 1 tek
occasion in nîy intercoursa with leading lumbennea in

he cit>' te show them the paragraph. "A hua.
dr-d million is a big flguie,"said Mn. John Donogh. "hi
mnîais a season's output cf'at ieast eight cf aur large
iifs. Ne such quantity vaýs shýipped from Canadà.
It is ta ba *remeinbered that the *drep inr t he G.T.P,
rates wvas cal>' temporary and matie fan the purpose cf
taneving off tlîe quantities ef lumber that hati been ai-
ioed ta accumnulate for want o! suflicient cars pre-
viously. la the spriag cf the year, just as soon- as
navigation epencti, the rates wvent tmp again. A maximum
flguire 'Wouli ba 10,000,000 da 12,o00,"0 feet." IlWith
my knowletige of the shipmen:ts ta the StzAtes"l saiti Mr.
jas. Teanarit, "I1 would sa>' igoccc>oo feetwo uld be
outsida figures. The Chticago journal ivas wcll filleti
Up when .toooooce feet wvas taike' d te thern." Our
cantemporar>' the Mfonelliùy TApiesý wiads, - p i ts
refai-anée ta the question la these wvords: 11The
duiiness ef t rade trequant>' leatis ta magaifieti stata-
nients of this kinti. The quantîty of bath 1889 anti
i89e sawa Iuaî'ber in thenmiiiyartisis proofthe inaccur-
acy cf the statenient. The coarser grades cof lumber
which fcund market ia the*States titi net ge over the
Grand trunk, but ever the Canada Atlantic Railway,
and b>' 'ater. Tue lbwer ratas on thèse routes nia>
have nioveti a laiget quanatity from titat district; but
from the îwest shipments have mot been rnuch in excess
et farmner yeirs. The încrea 'sed tiistribuiing trade
direct tram the nis both ia Michigan anti Canada,
and which cauîtiaucti througliout the whoie year,.is
affcctiag centr 'al tiistnibuting points such as 3uffao,
Tonawantia, Albany' and Troy', more than an>' change
an the tariff,.or reduactioti ini rate cf freights."1

Give fbos their golti anti knaves their power;,
Let, tortunes-bubbIes rise andi fal;.

WVho sows a. field.eor. triains i iloiver,.
- Or piatsýa trces in9ra thanail.


